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INTEODUCTION TO ANNE OF GEIEESTEIN 


This novel was written at a time when circumstances did not 
place within my reach the stores of a library tolerably rich in 
historical works, and especially the memoirs of tjje §:iiddle ages, 
amidst which I had been accustomed to pursue the composition 
of my fictitious narratives. In other words, it was chiefly the 
work of leisure hours in Edinburgh, not of quiet mornings in 
the country. In consequence of trusting t» a memory strongly 
tenacious certainly, but not less capricious in* its efforts, I have to 
confess on this occasion more violations of accuracy in historical 
details than can j)crhaps be alleged against others of my novels. 
In truth, often as I have been complimented on the strength 
of my memory, I have through life been entitled to adopt old 
Beattie of Meikledale’s answer to his parish minister, when 
eulogising him with respect to the same faculty. ‘No, doctor,’ 
said the honest border- laird, ‘I have no command of my 
ihenany : it only retains what happens to hit my fancy, and 
like efiough, sir, if you were to preach to me for a couple of 
houj’s on end, *1 might be unable at the close of the discourse 
to remember one word of it.’ Perhaps there are few men whose 
nuanory serves them with equal fidelity as to many different 
classes of subjects ; but I am sorry to say that, while mine has 
rar(dy failed tiie as to any snatch of verse or trait of character 
that had om’c interested my fancy, it has generally been a frail 
su})port, not only as to names, and dates, and other minute 
techiii(;alities of liistory, but as to many more important things. 

I hopt^ this apofogy will suffice for one mistake which has 
been pointed out to me by the descendant of one of the persons 
introduced in this story, and who complains with reason that I 
have nuide a peasant deputy 8f the ancestor of a distinguished 
and noble family, none of whom ever declined from the high 
rank to wliich, as far as my pen trenched on it, I now beg 
leave tn restore them. The name of the person who figures as 
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deputy of Soleure in these pages was always, it seems, as it is 
now, that of a patrician house. I am reminded by the same 
correspondent of another slip, probably of less consequence. 
The Emperor of the days my novel refers to, though the 
representative of that Leopold who fell in the great battle of 
Sempach, never set up any pretensions against the liberties of 
the gallant Swiss, but, on the contrary, treated with uniform 
prudence and forbearance such of that nation as had established 
their independence, and with wise, as well as generous, kindness 
others who still continued to acknowledge fealty to the imperial 
crown. Errors of this sort, however trivial, ought never, in my 
opinion, to be pointed out to an author without meeting with a 
candid and respectful acknowledgment. 

With regard to a general subject of great curiosity and 
interest, in the eyes at least of all antiquarian students, upon 
which I have touched at some length in this narrative, 1 mean 
the Vehmic tribunals of Westphalia, a name so awful in men^s 
ears during many centuries, and whicli, through the genius of 
Goethe, has again been revived in public fancy with a full share 
of its ancient terrors, I am bound to state my opinion that a 
wholly new and most important light has been thrown upon 
this matter since Anne of Geierstein first appeared, by the elabo- 
rate researches of my ingenious friend, Mr. Francis Pal grave, 
whose proof-sheets, containing the passages 1 allude to, have 
been kindly forwarded to me, and whose complete v'ork will be b{‘- 
fore the public ere this Introduction can pass through the press. 

In Germany, says this very learned writer, tl)ere existed a .singnhir 
jurisdiction, which claimed a direct descent f rom ih^ pityan policy and ■mystii 
ritual of the earliest Teutons. 

We learn from the historians of Saxony, tliat the freyfeldyerlchl [or 
Free Field Court] of Corbby was, in pagan times, under the, supieinaev 
the priests of the Eresburgh, the temple wliicli contained tlie Irjjiiosule. 
or pillar, of Irmiii. After the conversion of the j)eople, tlie ]>ossessioiis (d' 
the temple were conferred hy Louis the Pious ujicu tin* ah])ey wlueli 
upon its site. The court was composed of .sixteen itersons, \vli(» lield theii 
offices for life. Tlie senior member presided as yerc/a oT(jraJf', tl.e 
junior performed the humbler duties of frnhjier, or snmnK>ner ; tin* le 
maining fourteen acted as the ^chevins, and hy th^m all jii<lginejits une 
pronounced or declared. When any one of these died, a new raeiuhcr v a., 
elected by the priests, from amongst the twenty-two septs or families in 
habiting the gau or district, and wlio included all the liereditary <.-( cii- 
pants ofthe soil. Afterwards, the selection was made by the monk^, lui! 

with the assent of tlie graff and of the frohner. 

■ Tne seat of judgment, the king's seat, or kdnigsstnhl, ivas always 
lished on the greensward ; and we collect from the context, that tin 
tribunal was also raised or appointed in the common fu lds of th. g.ui. t e 
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the purpose of deciding disputes relating to the land within its precinct 
Such a ‘ king’s seat ’ was a plot sixteen feet in length and sixteen feet in 
breadth ; and when the ground was first consecrated, the frohner dug a 
grave in the centre, in which each of the free echevins threw a handful 
of ashes, a coal, and a tile. If any doubt arose whether a place of judg* 
ment had been duly hallowed, the judges sought for Jhe tokens. If l^hey 
were not ■found, then all the judgments which liad been given became null 
and void. It was also of the very essence of the court, that it should be 
held beneath the sky, and by the light of the sun. All the ancient 
Teutonic judicial assemblies were held in the open air ; but some relic of 
solar worship may perhaps bo traced in the usage and in the language of 
this tribunal. The forms adopted in the Free Field Court also betray a 
singular affinity to the doctrines of the British bards respecting their 
gorseddau^ or conventions, which were ‘always held in the open air, in 
the eye of the light, and in face of the sun.’ * 

When a criniinal was to be judged, or a cause to be decided, the graff 
and the free echevins assembled around the konigsstuhl ; and the frohner, 
having proclaimed silence, opened the proceedings by recii;in^the following 
rhymes : 

Sir graff, with permission, 

1 beg you to say, 

According to law, and without delay, 

If T, your knave, 

Who judgment crave, 

With your good grace, 

ITpoii the king’s seat this scat may })lace. 

To tliis address the graff replied : 

Wliilo the sun shines with even light 
Upon masters and knaves, I shall declare 
The law of might, according to right. 

Place the king’s seat true and square, 

Lict even measure,* for justice’ sake, 

Be given in sight of God and man. 

That the plaintiff his complaint may make. 

And the defendant answer, — if ho can. 

In conroriiiity to this permission, the frohner placed the seat of judg- 
!; { nl in the middle of the plot, and then he spake for the second time ; 

• 

Sir graff, master brave, 
i remind you of your honour, here. 

And moreover that 1 am your knave ; 

’i’ell me, therefore, for law sincere, 

Jf these mete-wands are even and sure, 
t’it for the rich and fit for the poor, 

Both to measure land and condition ; 
d’cll as you would eschew perdition. 

And so speaking, ho laid the mete-wand on the ground. The graff then 
began to try tlie measure, by jdacing his right foot against the wand, and 
was followed hy the other free echevins in rank and order, according to 
Heniority. The length of the me^-wand being thus proved, the frohner 
spake for ilio third time ; 

^ ( )\V('n Pn^,^h’s h'ktjics of J,cwarch Hen, Pref., ]). 46. The place of these meetings was 
■ r-qwirt hy I'orniiJig a circle of stones round the vuien Gorsedd, or stone of the Gorsedd. 
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Sir graff, I aak by permission, 

If I, with your mete-wand may mete 
Openly, and without displeasure. 

Here the king’s free judgment seat ? 

And the graff replied : 

< 

I permit right, 

And I forbid wrong. 

Under the pains and penalties 
That to the old known laws belong. 

Now was the time of measuring the mystic plot ; it was measured by 
the mete-wand along and athwart, and when the dimensions were found 
to be true, the graff placed himself in the seat of judgment, and gave the 
charge to the assembled free echevins, warning them to pronounce judg- 
ment according to right and justice. 

On this day, with common consent, 

And under the clear firmament, 

A free field court is established hero. 

In the open eye of day ; 

Enter soberly, ye who may. 

The seat in its place is pight, 

The Aote-wand is found to iie right ; 

Declare your judgments without delay : 

And let the doom bo truly given, 

Whilst yet the sun shines bright in heaven. 

Judgment was given by the free ecbevins accoi'ding to plurality of 
voices. 

After observing that the Author of of G’ei<rstem 

by what he calls a ‘very excusable poetical license,’ transfciTcd 
something of these judicial Tliyrues from the Free Field 
of the abbey of Corbey to the free Vclimic tribunals of VVesl- 
phalia, Mr. Pal grave proceeds to correct many vulg:ar ori’ors, in 
which the novel he remarks on no douht had shared, wit!) 
respect to the actual constitution of those last named (‘ourts 
‘The protocols of their proceedings,’ he says, ‘do not altogether 
realise the popular idea of tlieir terrors and tyranny.' It may 
be allowed to me to question Avhetlier the na'rc' ])rot()eo]s of 
such tribunals arc quite oiongli to annul all the import (i^’ 
tradition res])ccting them; ])nt in the following details tlaa'c; r, 
no doubt much that will instruct the ant.ignarian, as well as 
amuse the popular reader : -- 

The court, says Mr. Palgravc, was held witli known and no^ou^-■n.^ 
publicity beneath the ‘eye of light’ ; a^nd the seut('n<as, flioiigh s{.KMd;> 
and severe, were founded upon' a regular system of cstaldishofl jurisprn 
dence, not so strange, even to England, as it may at first sight a(fp?ar. 

Westphalia, according to its ancient constitution, was divided 
disti’icts called fir/ygraffschafftni, caedi of which usually contnined on-' 
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and sometimes many, Vehmic tribunals, whose boundaries were accurately 
defined. The right of the stuhlherr^ or lord, was of a feudal nature, and 
could be transferred by the ordinary modes of alienation ; and if the lord 
did not choose to act in his own person, he nominated a frdgraff to 
execute the office in his stead. The court itself was composed of frey- 
schopvfen^ scahini^ or 4chevinSj nominated by the ^aff, and who were 
divided into two classes: the ordinary and the wissenden or ‘witan,’ 
who were admitted under a strict and singular bond of secrecy. 

The initiation of these, tlie participators in all the mysteries of the 
tribunal, could only take place upon the ‘red earth,’ or within the 
limits of the ancient duchy of Westphalia. Bareheaded and ungirt, the 
candidate is conducted before the dread tribunal. He is interrogated as 
to his q^ualifications, or rather as to the absence of any disqualification. 
Ho must be free born, a Teuton, and clear of any accusation cognisable 
by the tribunal of wliich he is to become a member. If the answers are 
satisfactory, he tlien takes the oath, swearing by the Holy Law that he 
will conceal the secrets of the Holy Velime from wife and child, from 
father and motlier, from sister and brother, from fir% ai«l water, from 
every creature upon which the sun shines, or upon which the rain falls, * 
from every being betw'eon earth and heaven. 

Another clause relates to liis active duties. He further swears, that he 
will ‘ say forth ’ to the tribunal all crimes or olTences which fall beneath 
the secret ban of the Emperor, which he knows 1;o be true, or which he 
has heard from trustworthy report ; and that he will not forbear to do so, 
for love nor for loathing, for gold nor for silver nor precious stones. This 
oath being impos(‘d u]>on him, the new fi-eischopff was then intrusted 
with the secrets (d' tlic Vehmic tribunal. He received the password by 
v'hicli he was to know his fellows, and the grip or sign by which they 
ri'cogiiised each other in silenee ; and he was warned of the terrible 
pimisliment awaiting the perjured brother. — If he discloses the secrets of 
the court, he is to expect that ho will bo suddenly seized by the ministers 
of vengeance. His eyes arc l)onnd, he is cast down on the soil, his tongue 
js toi l! out through the back of his necC, and he is then to be hanged 
seven J:.i!n('S higher tlian any other criminal. And, wbetlier restrained by 
(Jk' fear of punishment or by the stronger ties of mystery, no instance 
nas (>\'er knowri*of any violation of th(> secrets of the tribunal. 

Tims romiected by an invisible bond, the memhers of the Holy Vehme 
beeimc (>\trem(^ly mniKTons. In the 14th century, the league contained 
iijtwards of one hundred thousand members. Persons of every rank sought 
to he associated to this powerful community, and to participate in the 
iioTminities wliieli the brethren [)Ossesscd. Princes were eager to allow 
( h'-ir ministei's to ht comc the memhers of this mysterious and holy alliance ; 
nel cities oi' tlu^ Empire were equally anxious to enrol their magistrates 
i/I the Velimie union. 

'J'lie su]n'eTiie govci'iiment of the Vehmic tribunals was vested in the 
gr.'ai or gemavil ('liapt('r, comj)osed of the freegi'caves and all the other 
initiated meinhcrs, liigli and low. Over this assembly the Emperor might 
preside in person, hut more usually by his deputy, the stadtholder of the 
aiiciept ducliy of Wcst])halia — an otficc which, after the fall of Henry the 
Lion, Duke of Ihunswick [Saxony], was annexed to the archbishopric of 
1 ’ologiM;, 

Ih'fore th(' geTU'ral chapter, all the memhers were liable to account for 
Iheir acts. Audit app(*ars that the freegraves reported the proceedings 
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which had taken place within their jurisdictions in the course of the year. 
Unworthy members were expelled, or sustained a severer punishment. 
Statutes, or * reformations, ’ as they were called, were here enacted for 
the regulation of the courts, and the amendment .of any abuses; and new 
and unforeseen cases, for which the existing laws did not provide a remedy, 
received their determination in the Vehmic Parliament. 

As the 4chevms were of two classes, uninitiated and initiated, so the 
Vehmic courts had alSo a twofold character : the offenhare ding was an open 
court or folkmoot ; but the hdmliche'acht was the far-famed secret tribunal. 

The first was held three times in each' year. According to the ancient 
Teutonic usage, it usually assembled on Tuesday, anciently called dmgs- 
tagy or court-day, as well as diernttagy or serving-day, the first open or 
working day after the two great weekly festivals of sun-day and moon-day. 
Here all the householders of the district, whether free or bond, attended 
as suitors. The offenbare ding exercised a civil jurisdiction ; and in this 
folkmoot appeared any complainant or appellant wlio sought to obtain 
the aid of the Vehmic tribunal, in those cases wlien it did not possess 
that summary (Jurisdiction from which it has obtained such fearful celebrity. 

‘ Here also the suitors of tlie district made presentments or 'lorogey as they 
are termed, of any offences committed within their knowledge, and which 
were to be punished by the graff and echevins. 

The criminal jurisdiction of the Vehmic tribunal took the widest range. 
The Vehme could puniirh mere slander and contumely. Any violation of 
the Ten Conimandinente was to be restrained by the Echevins. Secret 
crimes, not to be proved by the ordinary testimony of witnesses, such as 
magic, witchcraft, and poison, were particularly to be restrained by the 
Vehmic judges ; and .they sometimes designated their jurisdiction as com- 
prehending every ofience against tlie honour of man or the precepts of 
religion. Such a definition, if definition it can be called, evidently allowed 
them to bring every action of which an individual might complain within 
the scope of their tribunals. The forcible usurpation of land became an 
offence against the Vehme. And if the pro])erty of an humble individual 
was occupied by the proud burghers of the Hanse, the power of the 
defendants might afford a reasonalde excuse for tlie interference the 
Vehmic power. 

The ^dievins, as comservators of tlie ban of the, Kinpire,‘wcre Ijound to 
make constant circuits within their districts, by night and by day. If 
they could apprehend a tliiof, a murderer, or the perpetrator of any oilier 
heinous crime in possession of tlie viainonr, or in the very act, or if liis 
own mouth confessed the deed, they hung liim upon the next tree. But 
to render this execution legal, tlie following requisite.s were necessary ; 
fresh suit, or the apprehension and execution of the olfciidcr before, day- 
break or nightfall ; the visible evidence of the crime ; and lastly, that 
three echevins, at least, should seize the offendiT, testify against him, and 
judge of the recent deed. 

If, without any certain accuser, and without the indication of criim , 
an individual was strongly and vehemently suspected, or when the naiuio 
of the offence was such as that its proof could only rest upon ojiinion and 
presumption, the offender then became subject to wliat the Oennan jurists 
term the inquisitorial proceeding : it became the duty of the echeviu to 
denounce the Immu'ndy or manifest evil fiitno, to the secret tribunal. If 
the ichevins and the freygralT were satisfied with the presentment, eithei’ 
from their own knowledge or from tlie information of their compeer, the 
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offender was said to be verfdmht — his life was forfeited ; and wherever he 
was found by the brethren of the tribunal, they executed him without the 
slightest delay or mercy. An offender who had escaped from the 4chevins 
was liable to t)ie same punishment ; and such also was the doom of the 
party who, after having been summoned pursuant to an appeal preferred 
m open court, made default in appearing. But one t)f the wis^enden was 
in no respect liable to the summary process or to the inquisitorial proceed- 
ing, unless he had revealed the secrets of the court. He was presumed 
to be a true man ; and if accused upon vehement suspicion, or leumund, ' 
the same presumption or evil repute which was fatal to the uninitiated 
might be entirely rebutted by the compurgatory oath of the free ^chevin. 
If a party, accused by appeal, did not shun investigation, he appeared in 
the open court, and defended himself according to the ordinary rules of 
law. If he absconded, or if the evidence or presumptions were against 
him, the accusation then came before the judges of the secret court, who 
pronounced the doom. The accusatorial process, as it was termed, was 
also, in many cases, brought in the first instance before thqjieimliche acht. 
Proceeding upon the examination of witnesses, it possessed no peculiaF 
character, and its forms were those of the ordinary courts of justice. It 
was only in this manner that one of the wissenden or witan could be tried ; 
and the privilege of being exempted from the summary process, or from 
the effects of the leumund, appears to -have been*one of the reasons which 
induced so many of those who did not tread the i red earth * to seek to be 
included in the Yehmic bond. 

There was no mystery in the assembly of the heimliche acht. Under 
the oak, or under the lime-tree, the judges assembled in broad daylight, 
and before the eye of heaven ; but the tribunal derived its name from the 
])recautions which were taken for the purpose of preventing any disclosure 
of its proceedings which might enable the offender to escape the venge- 
ance of the Vehme. Hence the fearful oath of secrecy which bound the 
ochevins. And if any stranger was found present in the court, the unlucky 
intruder instantly forfeited his life as a vnnishment for his temerity. If 
the presentment or denunciation did chance to become known to the 
offenaer, the law allowed him a right of appeal. But the permission was 
of very little i^ility, it was a profitless boon, for the Yehmic judges always 
]a])oured to conceal the judgment from the hapless criminal, who seldom 
was aware of his sentence until his neck was encircled by the halter. 

Charlemagne, according to the traditions or Westphalia, was the founder 
of the Yehmic tribunal ; and it was supposed that he instituted the court 
for the purpose of coercing the Saxons, ever ready to relapse into the idol- 
atry fi’oin which they had been reclaimed, not by persuasion, but by the 
sword. This opinion, however, is not confirmed either by documentary 
evidence or by conteiTvporary historians. And if we examine the proceed- 
ings of the Yehmic tribunal, we shall see that, in principle, it differs in 
no essential character from the summary jurisdiction exercised in the town- 
ships and hundreds of Anglo-Saxon England. Amongst us, the thief or 
the robber was equally liable to summaiy punishment, if apprehended by 
the men of the township ; and the same rules disqualified them from 
proceeding to summary executiem. An English outlaw was exactly in the 
situation of him who had escaped from the hands of the echevins, or who 
had failed to appear before the Yehmic court : he was condemned unheard, 
nor was he confronted with his accusers. The inquisitorial proceedings, as 
they are termed by the German jurists, are identical with our ancient pre- 
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sentments. Presumptions are substituted for proofs, arid general opinion 
holds the place of a responsiole accuser. He who was untrue to all the 
people in the Sexon age, or liable to the malecredence of the inquest at a 
subsequent wriod, was scarcely more fortunate than he who was branded 
as leumund oy the Vehmic law. 

In cas^Js of open ^delict and of outlawry, there was substantially no 
difference whatever between the English and the Vehmic proceedings. 
But in the inquisitorial process, the delinquent was allowed, according to 
our older code, to run the risk of the ordeal. He was accused by or before 
the hundred, or the thanes of the wapentake ; and his own oath cleared 
him, if a true man ; but he ‘ bore the iron ’ if unable to avail himself of 
the credit derived from a good and fair reputation. The same course may 
have been originally adopted in Westphalia ; for the wissend, when accused, 
could exculpate himself by his compurgatory oath, being presumed to be 
of good fame ; and it is, therefore, probable that an uninitiated offender, 
standing a stage lower in character and credibility, was allowed the last 
resort of the 0|pea^. But when the ‘judgment of god ’ was abolished by 
•^he decrees of the Church, it did not occur to the Vehmic judges to put 
the offender upon his second trial by the visne, whicli now forms the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of the English law, and he was at once considered 
as condemned. The heimliche acht is a presentment not traversable by 
the offender. 

The Vehmic trihunal^can only be considered as the original jurisdictions 
of the Old Saxons, which survived the suljugaticm of their country. The 
singular and mystic forms of mitiation, the system of enigmatical phrases, 
the use of the signs and symbols of recognition, may probably be ascribed to 
the perM when the whole system was united to the worship of the deities of 
vengeance, and when the sentence was promulgated by the doo'nnsmcn, as- 
sembled, like the Asi of old, before the altars of Thor or JVoden, Of this 
connexion with ancient jmgan policy, so clearly to be traced in tlie Ice- 
landic courts, the English territorial jurisdictions offer some very faint 
vestiges ; but the mystery had long been dispersed, and the whole system 
pass^ into the ordinary machinery of the law. 

As to the Vehmic tribunals, it is acknowledged tliat, in a truly barbar- 
ous age and country, their proceedings, however violent, w’^^re not without 
utility. Their severe and secret vengeance often deterred the rapacity of 
the noble robber, and protqptcd the humble suppliant ; the extent, and 
evOn the abus'e, of their authority was in some measure justified in an 
Empire divided into numerous independent jurisdictions, and not subjected 
to any paramount tribunal, able to administer im|)artial justice to tlic 
oppressed. But as the times improved, the Vehmic tribunals dogeinaated. 
Ijie dchevins, chosen from tlie inferior ranks, did not possess any pcrsoiiid 
consideration. Opixised by the opulent cities of the Iianse, and objects of 
the suspicion and the enmity of tno powerful aristocracy, tlio tribunals of 
some districts were abolished by law, and others took ' the fonn of ordinary 
territorial jurisdictions ; the greater number fell into desuotudci Yet as 
late as the middle of the IS^th century, a few Vehmic tribunals exi.strd 
in natne, though, as .it may be easily supposed, without possessing any 
renmarit of their pristine po'vyer. — PALtfRAVE on the Jiise and Progress o/ 
the Mtglish Cosnmonwealth : Proofs and UlmtraUons, pp. cxliv. -clvii, 

1 have, marked by italic letters the most important pas^^Jigc 
of the above quotation. The view it contains seems to mo to 
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have every appearance of truth and justice ; and if such should, 
on maturer investigation, turn out to be the fact, it will certainly 
confer no small honour on an English scholar to have discovered 
the key; to a mystery which had long exercised in vain the 
laborious and profound students of German antiquity. 

There are probably several other points on which I ought to 
have embraced this opportunity of enlarging ; but the necessity 
of preparing for an excursion to foreign countries, in quest of 
health and strength, that have been for some time sinking, 
makes me cut short my address upon the present occasion. 

Although I had never been in Switzerland, and numerous 
mistakes must of course have occurred in my attempts to 
describe the local scenery of that romantic region, I must not 
conclude without a statement highly gratifying^ to«myself, that 
the work met with a reception of more than usual cordiality* 
among the descendants of the Alpine heroes whose manners I 
had ventured to treat of ; and I have in particular to express 
my thanks to the several Swiss gentlemen *who have, since the 
novel was published, enriched my little collection of armour with 
specimens of the huge weapon that sheared the lances of the 
Austrian chivalry at Sempach, and was employed with equal 
success on the bloody days of Granson and Morat. Of the 
ancient double-handed (^qmlons of the Switzer, I have, in this 
way, received, I think, not less than six, in excellent preserva- 
tion, from as many different individuals, who thus testified 
their general approbation of these paiges. They are not the less 
interesting, that gigantic swords of nearly the same pattern 
and dimensions were employed, in their conflicts with the bold 
knights and mon-at-arms of England, by Wallace and the 
sturdy foot-soldiers who, under his guidance, laid the founda- 
tions of Scottish independence. 

The reader who wishes to examine with attention the historical 
events of the })eriod which the novel embraces, will find ample 
means of doing so in the valuable works of Zschokke and 
M, do Barante — which last author’s account of the Dukes of 
Burgundy is anion^ the most valuable of recent accessions of 
European literature — and in the new Parisian edition of Frois- 
sart, which has not as yet attracted so much attention in this 
country as it well deserves to do.* W. S. 

A]5ii(»'rsK(nin, Hepf. 17, 1831. 


J. G. Gockhart, Life of Scott, vol. ix. j>p. 821-323.3 




ANNE OF GEIEESTEIN 

OR 

THE MAIDEN OF THE MI^ 


CHAPTER I 

The mists boil up around the glaciers ; clouds 
Rise curling fast beneath me, white and sulphurous, 

Like foam from the roused ocean. 

. . . . 1 am giddy. 

Manfred, 

The course of four centuries has well nigh elapsed since the 
series of events which are related in the following chapters 
took place on the Continent. ’ The records which contained the 
outlinej of the history, and might be referred to as progf of its 
voracity, were long preserved in the superb library of the 
monastery of Gall, but perished, with many of the literary 
treasures of that establishment, when the Qonvent was plundered 
by the French revolutionary armies. The events are fixed, 
by historical date, to the middle of the 15th century — that 
important period when chivalry still shone with a setting ray, 
soon about to bo totally obscured, in some countries by the 
establishment of free institutions, in others by that of arbi- 
trary power, which |ilike rendered useless the interference of 
those self-endowed redressers of wrongs whose only warmnt of 
authority was the sword. 

Amid the general light which had recently shone upon 
Europe, France, Burgundy, &d Italy, but more especially 
Austria, had been made acquainted with the character of a 
people of whose very existence they had before been scarcely 
conscious. It is true that the inhabitants of those countrii^ 

XXIII 1 



2 


WAVUELEY ydVELS 


which^lie in the vicinity of the Alps, that immense barrier, 
were not ignorant^ that, notwithstanding their rugged and 
desolate appearance, the secluded valley's which winded among 
those gigantic mountains nourished a race of himters and 
shepherds — meh who, living in a state of primeval simplicity, 
compelled from the soil a subsistence gained by severe labour, 
followed the chase over the most savage precipices and through 
the darkest pine forests, or drove their cattle to spots which 
afforded them a scanty pasturage, even in the vicinage of 
eternal snows. But the existence of such a people, or rather of a 
number of small communities who followed nearly the same 
poor and hardy course of life, had seemed to the rich and 
powerful princes in the neighlx)urhood a matter of as little 
consequence^ ai it is to the stately herds which repose in a 
(fertile meadow that a few half-starved goats find their scanty 
food among the rocks which overlook their rich domain. 

But wonder and attention began to be attracted towards 
these mountaineer* about the middle of the 14th century, when 
reports Were spread abroad of severe contests, in which the 
German chivaliy, endeavouring to suppress insurrections among 
their Alpine vassals, had sustained repeated and bloody defeats, 
although having on their side numbers and discipline, and the 
advantage of the most perfect military equipment then known 
and confided in. Great was the wonder that cavalry, which 
made the only efficient part of the feudal armies of these ages, 
should be routed by meh on foot ; that warriors sheathed in 
complq]^ steel should be overpowered by naked peasants who 
wore no defensive armour, and were irregularly provided with 
pikes, halberts, and clubs, for the purpose of attack ; above all, 
it seemed a species of. miracle that knights and nobles of the 
highest birth should be defeated by mountaineers and shep- 
h^s. But the repeated victories of the Swiss at Laupen, 
Sempach, and on other less distinguished occasions, plainly 
intimated that a new principle of civil organisation, as well as 
of military movements, had arisen amid the stormy regions of 
Helvetia. , 

Still, although the decisive victories which obtained liberty 
for the Swiss cantons, as well as the spirit of rosotutiou and 
with which the members of tibe fitUe ccmfedaiaticm had 
themselves against me utmost Austria, 

their fame abroad through ail the 
and although* th^ themselves conscious of 
^ i^iuuacter and actual power which repeated Iffctories had 
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aoquit^d for themselves and their country/ yet down to the 
middle of the 15th century, and at a later date, the Swiss 
retained in a great measure the wisdom, moderation, and sim- 
plicity of their ancient manners ; so mi^ch so^ that those who 
were entrusted with the command of the troops of the republic 
in battle were wont to resume the shepherd’s staff when they 
laid down the truncheon, and, like the Roman dictators, to 
retire to complete equality with their fellow-citizens from the 
eminence of military command to which their talents, and the 
call of their country, had raised them. 

It is, then, in the Forest Cantons of Switzerland, in the 
autumn of 1474, while these districts were in the rude and 
simple state we have described, that our tale opens. 


Two travellers, one considerably past the prime of life, the 
other probably two or three and twenty years old, had passed 
the night at the little town of Lucerne, the capital of the Swiss 
state of the same name, and beautifully situated on the Lake of 
the Four Cantons. Their dress and character seemed those of 
merchants of a higher class, and while they themselves journeyed 
on foot, the character of the country rendering that by far the 
most easy mode of pursuing their route, a young peasant lad, 
from the Italian side of the Alps, followed them with a sumpter 
mule, kwien apparently with their wares and baggage^ which 
he sometimes njounted, but more frequently led by the bridle. 

The travellers were uncommonly fine -looking men, and 
seemed connected by some very near relationship — ^proba^bly 
that of father and son ; for at the little inn where they lodged 
on the preceding evening the great deference and respect paid 
by the younger to the elder h^ hot escaped the observation of 
the natives, who, like other sequestered beings, were curious in 
proportion to the limited means of information which they 
possessed. They observed also that the merchants, under pre- 
tence of haste, declined opening their bales or proposing tra^e 
to the inhabitants of Lucerne, alleging in excuse that they had 
ho commodities fitted for thf market. The females of the 
to^n were the more displeased with the reserve of the mex^m 
tile travellers, because they were given to understand that it 
was occasioned by the wares in whfch they dealt being too 
costly to find customers among the Helvetian mbuntains ; toi 
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it had tmnspired, by means of their at^ndant, that the 
strangers had visited Venice, and had there made many pur- 
chases of rich commodities, which were brought from India and 
Egypt to that cejebrated emporium, as to the common mart of 
the Western World, and thence dispersed into all quarters of 
Europe. Now the Swiss maidens had of late made the dis- 
covery that gauds and gems were fair to look upon, and, though 
without the hope of being able to possess themselves of such 
ornaments, they felt a natural desire to review and handle the 
rich stores of the merchants, and some displeasure at being 
prevented from doing so. 

It was also observed that, though the strangers were 
sufficiently courteous in their demeanour, they did not evince 
that studidhs *b,nxiety to please displayed by the travelling 
pedlars or merchants of Lombardy or Savoy, by whom the 
inhabitants of the mountains were occasionally visited ; and 
who had been mo^re frequent in their rounds of late years, 
since the spoils of^ victory had invested the Swiss with some 
wealth, and had taught many of them new wants. Those 
peripatetic traders were civil and assiduous, as their calling 
required; but the new visitors seemed men who were in- 
different to traffic, or at least to such slender gains as could be 
gathered in Switzerland. 

Curiosity was further excited by the circumstance that they 
spoke to each other in a language which was certainly neither 
German, Italian, nor French, but from which an old man 
serving in the cabaret, w^ho had once been as far m Paris, 
supposed they might be English — a people of w^om it was only 
known in these mountains that they were a fierce insular race, 
at war with the French for many years, and a large body of 
whom had long since invaded the Forest Cantons, and sustained 
such a defeat in the valley of Russwyl as was well remembered 
by the grey-haired men of Lucerne, who received the tale from 
their fathers. 

The lad who attended the strangers was soon ascertained to 
be A youth from the Orison country, who^aqted ^ their guide, 
so far as his knowledge of the mountains |>ermitted. He said 
they. designed to go to B&le, but seemed desirous to travel by 
olimuitous and unfrequented rowtes. The circumstances just 
mehtimied increased the general desire to know more of the 
teavelligs and of their merchandise. Not a bale, however, was 
unpacjked, and the mercBants, leaving Lucerne next mtoming, 
l^umed their toilsome journey, preferring a ciicuitous route 



ANNE OF GEIERaTEIN 6 

and bad roads through the peaceful cantons of Switzerland to 
encountering the exactions and rapine of the robber chivalry of 
Germany, who, like so many sovereigns, made war each at his 
own pleasure, and levied tolls and taxes on every one who passed 
their domains of a mile’s breadth, with all •the insolence' of 
petty tyranny. 

For several hours after leaving Lucerne, the journey of our 
travellers was successfully prosecuted. The road, though pre- 
cipitous and difficult, was rendered interesting by those splendid 
phenomena which no country exhibits in a more astonishing 
manner than the mountains of Switzerland, where the rocky 
pass, the verdant valley, the broad lake, and the rushing 
torrent, the attributes of other hills as well as these, are inter- 
spersed with the magnificent and yet fearful^hojpx>rs of the 
glaciers, a feature peculiar to themselves. 

It was not an age in which the beauties or grandeur of a 
landscape made much impression either on the minds of those 
who travelled through the country or who resided in it. To 
the latter, the objects, however dignified,* were familiar, and 
associated with daily habits and with daily toil; and the 
former saw, perhaps, more terror than beauty in the wild 
region tli rough which they passed, and were rather solicitous 
to get safe to their night’s quarters than to comment on the 
grandeur of the scenes which lay between them and their place 
of rest. Yet our merchants, a^ they proceeded on their journey, 
could not help being strongly impressed by the character of 
the scenery around them. Their road lay along the side of 
the lalco, at times level and close on its very margin, at times 
rising to a gfeat height on the side of the mountain, and 
winding along the verge of precipices which sunk down to the 
water as sharp and sheer as the wall of a castle descending 
u[)on the ditch which defends it. At other times it traversed 
s[)Ots of a milder chaj^acter — delightful green slopes, and lowly 
retired valleys, affording both pasturage and arable ground, 
sometimes watered by small streams, which winded^ by the 
hiimlet of wooden huts with their fantastic little chdrch and 
steeple, meandered round the orchard and the mount of vines, 
and, murmunng gently as they flowed, found a quiet passage 
into the lake. 

‘That stream, Arthur,’ saiB the elder traveller, as wit^ one 
consent they stopped to gaze on such a scene as I have 
described, ‘resembles the life of a good and a happy man.’ 

‘And the brook, which hurries itself headlong down y^ 
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distant hiU, marking its course by a streak of white foam/ 
ausi^ered Arthur, * what does that resemble ? ’ 

* That of a brave and imfortunate one/ replied his father. 

‘ The torrent for me/ said Arthur : ‘ a headlong course vrhich 
p.Q human force Can oppose, and then let it be as brief as it is 
glorious.' 

^ It is a young man's thought,' replied his father ; ‘ but I 
am well aware that it is so rooted in thy heart that nothing 
but the rude hand of adversity can pluck it up.' 

‘As yet the root clings fast to my heart's strings/ said the 
young man ; ‘ and methinks adversity's hand hath had a fair 
grasp of it.' 

‘ You speak, my son, of what you little understand,' said his 
^ father. ‘Knog^ that, till the middle of life be passed, men 
scarce distinguish true prosperity from adversity, or rather 
they court as the favours of fortune what they should more 
justly regard as the marks of her displeasure. Look at yonder 
mountain, which w^ars on its shaggy brow a diadem of clouds, 
now raised and noW depressed, while the sun glances upon but 
is unable to dispel it ; a child might believe it to be a crown 
of glory, a man knows it to be the signal of tempest.' 

Arthur followed the direction of his father's eye to the dark 
afid shadowy eminence of Mount Pilatre [PilatusJ. 

‘ Is the mist on yonder wild mountain so ominous, then ? ' 
asked the young man. 

‘Demand of Antonio,' Said his father) ‘he will tell you the 
legend.* , 

The young merchant addressed himself to ^ the Swiss lad 
who acted as their attendant, desiring to know the name of 
the gloomy height, which, in that quarter, seems^ the leviathan 
of the huge congregation of mountains assembled about 
Lucerne. 

The lad crossed himself devoutly, as he recounted the populai 
legend, that the wicked Pontius iPilate, Proconsul of Judea, 
1^ hei» found the termination of his impious life; having, 
after spending years in the recesses of tljat r^ountain which 
bearf 1m iMime, at len^h, in remorse and despair rather than 
ir^j^lfeence, plunged mto fhe dismal lake Wmch oceupi^ the 
lather water refused to du the exeeutioB^s duty 
,u|w(U such a wretch^ or Vhethterl h|s body beir^ his 

vexed spirit Oontmued to hi^t the place wh^re he c<^mitted 
did not pretend to explain* a form was 
he said, seen to emerge from the gloomy and go 
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throligh the action of one trashing his hands; and when he 
did so, dark clouds of mist gathered first round the bosom of 
the Infernal Lake (such it had been styled of old), and then, 
wrapping the whole upper part of the mountain in darkness, 
presaged a tempest or hurricane, which was sure to follow in 
a short space. He added, that the evil spirit was pecidiarly 
exasperated at the audacity of such strangers as ascended the 
mountain to gaze at his place of punishment, and that, in 
consequence, the magistrates of Lucerne had pirohibited any 
one from approaching Mount Pilatre, under severe penalties. 
Antonio once more crossed himself as he finished his legend ; 
in which act of devotion he was imitated by his hearers, too 
good Catholics to entertain- any doubt of the truth of the 
story. • • 

‘ How the accursed heathen scowls upon us ! ' said the 
younger of the merchants, while the cloud darkened and seemed 
to settle on the brow of Mount Pilatre. ‘ Vade retro-^he thou 
defied, sinner ! ’ • 

A rising wind, rather heard than felt, seefhed to groan forth, 
in the tone of a dying lion, the acceptance of the suffering 
spirit to the rash challenge of the youhg Englishman. The 
mountain was seen to send down its rugged sides thick wreaths 
of heaving mist, which, rolling through the rugged chasms 
that seamed the grisly hill, resembled torrents of rushing lava 
pouring down from a volcano. The ridgy precipices, which 
formed the sides of these huge raviites, showed their splintery 
and rqgged edges over the vapour, as if dividing from each 
other the descending streams of mist which rolled around 
them. As a strong contrast to this gloomy and threatening 
scene, the more distant mountain range of Righi shone brilliant 
with all the hues of an autumnal sun. 

While the travellers watched this striking and varied con- 
trast, which resembled an approaching combat betwixt the 
powers of light and darkness, their guide, in his mixed jaigon 
of Italian and German, exhorted them to make haste on their 
journey. The village to which he proposed to conduct them, 
ho said, was yet diaSmt, the road bad and difiSicult to find, and' 
if the Evil One (looking to Mount Pilatre and crossing him- 
self) rfionld send his darkness upon the valley, the path would 
be both doubtful and dangerous. The travellers, thus adinq^ 
iehed, gathered the capes of their cloaks close round 
throats, milled their bonnets i^olvedly over their brows, drew 
the buckle Of the broad belts, which fastened their mantles, 
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auif each with a mountain staff in his hand, well shod with an 
iron spike, they pursued theijr journey with unabated strength 
and undaunted spirit. 

With every step the scenes around them appeared to change, 
l^ch mountain,* as if its firm and immutable form were flexible 
and varying, altered in appearance,^ like that of a shadowy 
apparition, as the position of the strangers relative to them 
changed with their motions, and as the mist, which continued 
slowly though constantly to descend, influenced the rugged 
aspect of the hills and valleys which it shrouded with its 
vapoury mantle. The nature of their progress, too, never 
direct, but winding by k narrow path along the sinuosities of 
the valley, and making many a circuit round precipices and 
other obst^le| which it was impossible to surmount, added to 
the wild variety of a journey in which at last the travellers 
totally lost any vague idea which they had previously enter- 
tainea concerning the direction in which the road led them. 

‘I would, ^ saidt the elder, ^we had that mystical needle 
which mariners talk of, that points ever to the north, and 
enables them to keep their way on the waters, when there is 
neither cape nor headland, sun, moon, nor stars, nor any mark 
in heaven or earth, to tell them how to steer. ^ 

‘It would scarce avail us among these mountains,^ answered 
the youth; ‘for, though that wonderful needle may keep its 
point to the northern pole-star, when it is on a flat surface, like 
tibie sea, it is not to be thought it would do so when these huge 
mountains arise like walls betwixt the steel and the object of 
its sympathy.’ 

‘ I fear me,’ replied the father, ‘ we shall fincf our guide, who 
has been growing hourly more stupid since he left his own valley, 
as useless as you suppose the compass would be among the hills 
of this wild country. Canst tell, my boy,’ said he, addressing 
Antonio in bad Italian, ‘ if we be in the road we purposed 1 ’ 

‘ If it please St. Antonio,’ said the guide, who was obviously 
too mdch confused to answer the question directly. 

‘And that water, half covered with mist, which glimmers 
through the fog, at the foot of this huge olack precipice, is it 
still a part of the Lake cf Lucerne, or have we lighted upon 
another since we ascended that last hill T 

Antonio could onjjr answer fliat they ought to be on the 
ot I^uceme still, and that he hoped that what they saw 
b^OW them was only a winding branch of the same sheet of 
But he could say nothing wdth certainty. 
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‘ Dog of an Italian ! ’ exclaimed the younger traveller^ ‘ thou 
deservest to have thy bones broken, for undertaking a chajrge 
which thou art as incapable to perform as thou art to guide us 
to Heaven ! ' 

‘Peace, Arthur,’ said his father; ‘if you frighten the ladi 
he runs off, and we lose the small advantage we might have by 
his knowledge ; if you use your baton, he rewards you with 
the stab of a knife, for such is the humour of a revengeful 
Lombard. Either way, you are marred instead of helped. 
Hark thee hither, my boy,’ he continued^ in his indifferent 
Italian, ‘ be not afraid of that hot youngster, whom I will not 
permit to injure thee ; but tell me, if thou canst, the names of 
the villages by which we are to make our journey to-day ?’ 

The gentle mode in which the elder traveller ipohe reassured 
the lad, who had been somewhat alarmed at the harsh tone and 
menacing expressions of his younger companion ; and he poured 
forth, in his patois, a flood of names, in which the German 
guttural sounds were strangely intermixed with the soft accents 
of the Italian, but w'hich carried to the he&rer no intelligible 
information concerning the object of his question; so that, at 
length, he was forced to conclude, ‘ Even lead on, in Our Lady’s 
name, or in St. Antonio’s, if you like it better ; we shall but 
lose time, I see, in trying to understand each other.’ 

They moved on as before, with this difference, that the 
guide, leading the mule, now went first, and was followed by 
the other two, whose motions he had formerly directed by 
calling* to them from behind. The clouds meantime became 
thicker and thicker, and the mist, which had at first been a 
thin vapour, began now to descend in the form of a small thick 
rain, which gathered like dew upon the capotes of the travellers. 
Distant rustling and groaning sounds were heard among the 
remote moimtains, similar to those by which the Evil Spirit of 
Mount Pilatre had seemed to announce the storm. The boy 
again pressed his companions to advance, but at the same time 
threw impediments in the way of their doing so, by the slow- 
ness and indecision i^rhich he showed in leading them on. 

Having proceeded in this manner for three or four miles,, 
W'hich uncertainty rendered doubly tedious, the travellers were 
at length engaged in a narrow path, running along the veige 
of a precipice. Beneath Was* water, but of what description 
they could not ascertain. The wind, indeed, which began to 
be felt in sudden gusts, sometimes swept aside the mist 
coiupletely as to show the waves glimmering below; but 
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whether they were those of the same lake on which their morn- 
ing journey had commenced, whether it was another and separ- 
ate sheet of water of a similar character, or whether it was a 
riyer or large brook, the view afforded was too indistinct to 
determine. /Thus far was certain, that they were not on the 
shores of the Lake of Lucerne, where it displays its usual 
expanse of waters -j for the same hurricane gusts which showed 
them water in the bottom of the glen gave‘ them a transient 
view of the opposite side, at what exact distance they could not 
well discern, but near enough to show tall abrupt rooks and 
shaggy pine trees, here united in groups, and there singly 
anchored among the cliffs which overhung the water. This 
was a more distinct landscape than the farther side of the lake 
would have offered, had they been on the right road. 

Hitherto the path, though steep and rugged, was plainly 
enough indicated, and show^ traces of having been used both 
by riders and foot passengers. But suddenly, as Antonio with 
the loaded mule had reached a projecting eminence, around the 
peak of which the' path made a sharp turn, he stopped short, 
with his usual exclamation, addressed to his patron saint. It 
appeared to Arthur that the mule shared the terrors of the 
guide ; for it started back, put forwards its fore feet separate 
from each other, and seemed, by the attitude which it assumed, 
to intimate a determination to resist every proposal to advance, 
at the same time expressing horror and fear at the prospect 
which lay before it. * 

Arthur pressed forward, not only from curiosity, but that he 
might if possible bear the brunt of any danger Ijefore his father 
came up to share it. In less time than we have taken to tell the 
story, the young man stood beside Antonio and the mule, upon 
a platform of rock on which the road seemed absolutely to 
terminate, and from the farther side of which a precipice sunk 
sheer down, to what depth the mist did not permit him to 
discern,' but certainly uninterrupted for more than three hun- 
dred feet 

The blank expression which overcast^ the visage of the 
younger traveller, and traces of which might be discerned in 
ih$ |>hy^^ of the beast of burden, announce alarm and 

mortifieation at this unexpeoted,^and, as it seemed, insurmount- 
able, obstacle. Nor did the looks of the father, who presently 
after oeme up to the same spot, convey either hope or comfort. 
He stood with the others gassing on the misty gulf }>eneatli 
them, and looking all around, but in vain, for some coUtinuaticui 
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of the path, which certainly had never been origindly designed 
to terminate in this summary manner. As they stood Uncertain 
what to do next, the son in vain attethptiUg to discover sdme 
mode of passing onward, and the father about to propose thai 
. they should return by the road which had brought them hitheri 
a loud howl of the wind, more wild than they had yet Heard, 
swept down the valley. All being aware of the danger of 
being hurled from the precarious station Which they occupied, 
snatched at bushes and rocks by which to s^ure themselves, ‘ 
and even the poor mule seemed to steady itself in order to 
withstand the approaching hurricane. The gust came with 
such unexpected fury, that it appeared to the travellers to 
shake the very rock on which they stood, and would have 
swept them from its surface like so many dry leageB^hajd it not 
been for the momentary precautions which they had taken for 
their safety. But as the wind rushed down the glen, it com- 
pletely removed for the space of three or four minutes the veil 
of mist which former gusts had only served to agitate or 
discompose, and showed them the nature 'and cause of the 
interruption which they had met with so unexpectedly. 

The rapid but correct eye of Arthur was then able to 
ascertain that the path, after leaving the platform of rock on 
which they stood, had originally passed upwards in the same 
direction along the edge of a steep bank of earth, which had 
then formed the upper covering of a stratum of precipitous 
rocks. But it had chanced, in sonle of the convulsions of 
nature which take place in those wild regions, where she works 
upon a scale so formidable, that the earth had made a slip, or 
almost a precipitous descent, from the rock, and been hurled 
downwards with the path, which was traced along the top, and 
with bushes, trees, or whatever grew upon it, into the channel 
of the stream; for such they could now discern the water 
beneath them to be, and not a lake, or an arm of a lake, as 
they had hitherto supposed. 

The immediate cause of this phenomenon might probably 
have been an eartl^luake, not unfrequent in that countrjr. 
The bank of earth, now a confused mass . of ruins inverted m 
its fall, showed some trees growing in a horizontaJ position, 
and others, which, having pitched on their heads in their 
descent, were at once inverted and shattered to pieces, and lay 
a s|K)rt to the streams of the river which they had heretdfo^ 
covered with , gloomy shadow, The gaunt precipice which ^ 
miained behind, like the skeleton of soino huge monster divested 
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of flesh, formed the wall of a fearful abm reseinbling tJie 
faoOof a oewlj-w rought quarry, mOre dismal of a^eot from the 
^"Wness of its recent formation, and from its being as yet un- 
oove^ with any of the vegetation with which nature speedily 
mantles over the bare surf^e even of her sternest crags and 
precipices. 

Besides remarking these appearances, which tended to show 
that this interruption of the road had been of recent occur- 
rence, Arthur was able to observe, on the further side of the 
river, higher up the valley, and rising out of the pine forests, 
interspersed with rocks, a square building of considerable 
height, like the ruins of a Gothic tower. He pointed out this 
remarkable object to Antonio, and demanded if he knew it, 
justly conjecturing that, from the peculiarity of the site, it was 
a landmark not easily to be forgotten by any who had seen it 
before. Accordingly, it was gladly and promptly recognised 
by the lad, who called cheerfully out that the place was Geier- 
stein — that is, as* he explained it, the Rock of the Vultures. 
He knew it, he said, by the old tower, as well as by a huge 
pinnacle of rock which arose near it, almost in the form of a 
steeple, to the top of which the lammergeier (one of the largest 
birds of prey knoWn to exist) had in former days transported 
the child of an ancient lord of the castle. He proceeded to 
recount the vow which was made by the knight of Geierstcin 
to Our Lady of Einsiedlen ; and, while he spoke, the castle, 
rocks, woods, and precipices again faded in mist. But as he 
concluded his wonderful nan-ative with the miracle which 
restored the infant again to its father’s arms, he cried out 
suddenly, ‘Look to yourselves — the storm! — the storm!’ It 
came accordingly, and, sweeping the mist before it, again 
bestowed on the travellers a view of the horrors around them. 

‘ Ay ! ’ quoth Antonio, triumphantly, as the gust abated, 
‘old Pontius loves little to hear of Our Lady of Einsiedlen ; but 
she will keep her own with him. Avc Maria ! ’ 

‘That tower,’ said the young traveller, ‘seems uninhabited. 
I can descry no smoke, and the battlement appears ruinous.’ 

‘ It has not been inhabited for many a day,’ answered tbe 
guide* ‘ But I would I were at it, for all that. Honest Arnold 
Bioderman, the Icmdamman (chief magistrate) of the canton 
of Unterwalden, dwells n^r,*hnd I warrant you distressed 
stTahgers will not want the best that cupboard and cellar am 
flnd^^^m wherever he holds rule.’ 

‘t have heard of him,’ said the elder traveller, whom 



ANNE OF aSlEE^TEm 




Antonio had been taught to call Seignor Philipson — *e^ good 
and hospitable man, and one who enjoys deserved weight with 
his countrymen/ 

‘ You have spoken him right, seignor,' answered the guide ; 
* and I would we could reach his house, whercT you sho^d be 
sure of hospitable treatment, and a good direction for your 
next day's journey. But how we are to get to the Vulture's 
Castle, unless we had wings like the vulture, is a question hard 
to answer.' 

Arthur replied by a daring proposal, which the reader will 
find in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER II 

Away with me.* 

The clouds grow thicker — there — now lean on me. 

Place your toot here — here, take this staff, and cling 

^ m^ent to that shrub — now, give me your hand. 

The chalet will be gamed in half an hour. 

Manfred. 

After surveying the desolate scene as accurately as the stormy 
state of the atm6sphere would permit, the younger of the 
travellers observed, ‘In any other country I should say the 
tempest begins to abate, but what to expect in this land of 
desolation it were rash to decide. If the apostate spirit of 
Pilate be actually on the blast, these lingering and more distant 
howls seem to intimate that he is returning to his place of 
punishment. The pathway has sunk with the ground on 
which it was traced : I 6an see part of it lying down in the 
abyss, marking, as with a streak of clay, yonder mass of earth 
and stone. But I think it possible, with your permission, 
my father, that I could still scramble forward along the edge 
of the precipice, till I come in sight of the habitation which 
the lad tells us of. If there be actually such a otic, there 
must be an access to it somewhere; and if I cannot find 
the path out, I can at least make a signal to those who 
dwell near the Vulture’s Nest yonder, and obtain some friendly 
guidance.’ 

‘I cannot consent to your incurring such a risk,’ said his 
lathe?; ^let the lad go forward, if he can and will. He is 
mountain^bred, and I will reward him richly.’ 

But Antonio* deditied the pn^sal absolutely and decidedly, 
am mountain-bred,’ he said, ‘but I am no chato^lk^hunter ; 

I jbate no wings to transport me from cliff to cliffy like a 
tAiwn— gold is not worth life.’ 

^ God forbid/ said Seignor Philipson, ‘that I ithould 
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tempt thee to weigh them against each other ! Go on, then, 
my son — I follow thee/ 

‘Under your favour, dearest sir, no/ replied the young 
man ; ‘ it is enough to endanger the life of one, and mine, far 
the most, worthless, should, by all the rules of® wisdom as well 
as nature, be put first in hazard/ 

‘ No, Arthur,’ replied his father, in a determined voice — * no, 
my son : I have survived much, but I will not 6u|rvive thee/ 

‘ I fear not for the issue, father,* if you permit me to go 
alone ; but I cannot — dare not— undertake a task so perilous, 
if you persist in attempting to share it, with no better aid than 
mine. While I endeavoured to make a» new advance, I should 
be ever looking back to see how you might attain the station 
which I was about to leave. And bethink you, Nearest father, 
that, if I fall, I fall an unregarded thing, of as little moment 
as the stone or tree which has toppled headlong down before 
mo. But you — should your foot slip or your hand fail, bethink 
you what and how much must needs fall with you ! ’ 

‘Thou art right, my child,’ said the father. still have 
that which binds me to life, even though I were to lose in thee 
all that is dear to me. Our Lady and Our Lady’s knight bless 
thee and prosper thee, my child 1 Thy foot is young, thy hand 
is strong ; thou hast not climbed Plynlimmon in vain. Be 
bold, but be wary ; remember there is a man who, failing thee, 
lias but one act of duty to bind him to the earth, and, that 
discharged, who will soon follow thee.’ 

The young man accordingly prepared for his journey, and, 
stripping himself of his cumbrous cloak, showed liis well- 
proportioned limbs in a jerkin of grey cloth, which sat close 
to his person. The father’s resolution gave way when his son 
turned round to bid him farewell. He recalled his permission, 
and in a peremptory tone forbade him to proceed. But without 
listening to the prohibition, Arthur had commenced his perilous 
adventure. Descending from the platform on which he stood, 
by the boughs of an old ash-tree which thrust itself out of the 
cleft of a rock, the youth was enabled to gain, though ^t 
great risk, a narrow Mge, the very brink of the precipice, by 
creeping along which he hoped to pass on till he made himself 
heaid or ^en from the habitation, of whose existence the guide 
had infolded hto. ; His sitU&iOn, as he pursued this bpld 
pui^ose, appeared so precarious, that even the hired attendant 
hardly da^^ed to draw breath as he gazed on him. The ledge 
which supported him seemed to grow so namw as he passed 
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along it as to become altogether inyisible, while sometimes with 
his face to the precipice, sometimes looking forward, sometimes 
glancing his eyes upward, but never venturing to cast a look 
bdow, lest his brain should grow giddy at a sight so appalling, 
he wound his way onward. To his father and the attendant, 
who beheld his progress, it was less that of a man ajiyancing 
in the ordinary manner, and resting by aught connected with 
the firm earth, than that of an insect crawling along the face 
of a perpendicidar wall, of whose progressive movement we are 
indeed sensible, but cannot perceive the mekns of its support. 
And bitterly, most bitterly, did the miserable parent now 
lament that he had not persisted in his purpose to encounter 
the baffling, and even perilous, measure of retracing his steps to 
the habitaiioiju of the preceding night. He should then, at 
least, have partaken the fate of the son of his love. 

Meanwhile, the young man’s spirits were strongly braced for 
the performance of his perilous task. He laid a powerful 
restraint on his imagination, which in general was sufficiently 
active, and refused to listen, even for an instant, to any of the 
horrible insinuations by which fancy augments actual danger. 
He endeavoured manfully to reduce all around him to the 
scale of right reason, as the best support of true courage. 

‘ This ledge of rock,’ he urged to himself, ‘ is but narrow, yet 
it has breadth enough to support me ; these cliffs and crevices in 
the surface are small and distant, but the one affords as secure 
a resting-place to my feet; the other as available a grasp to my 
hands, as if I stood on a platform of a cubit broad, an^ rested 
my arm on a balustrade of marble. My safety, therefore, 
depends on myself. If I move with decision, step firmly, and 
hold fast, what signifies how near I am to the mouth of an 
abyss 1 ’ 

Thus estimating the extent of his danger by the measure of 
sound sense and reality, and supported by some degree of 
practice in such exercise, the brave youth went forward on his 
awful journey, step by step, winning his way with a caution, 
and fortitude, and presence of mind whiph alone could have 
saved hizn from instant destruction. At length bo gained a 
pOi||t vbore a projecting rock formed the angle of the pr^^^ce, 
ab ^ as it bad been visible to him ftmn the / T|iis» 

was the critical point eff his und^rtaMbf : was 

^ most perilous part of it The pm 

Wm m feet forward over the torrent, 

'4^ t|he depth of a hundred yards beneath, with a 
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subterranean thunder. He examined the spot with the utmost 
care, and was led, by the existence of shrubs,, grass, and even 
stunted trees, to believe that this rock marked the farthest 
extent of the slip or slide of earth, and that, could he but 
turn round the angle of which it was the termination, he might 
hope to attain the continuation of the path which had been so 
strangely interrupted by this convulsion of nature. But the 
crag jutted out so much as to afford no possibility of passing 
either under or around it ; and as it rose several feet above, the 
position which Arthur had attained,, it 'was no easy matter to 
climb over it. This was,. however, the course which he chose, 
as the only mode of surmounting what he hoped might prove 
the last obstacle to his voyage of discovery. A* projecting 
tree afforded him the means of raising •and swinging himself 
up to the top of the crag. But he had scarcely^plahted him- 
self on it, had scarcely a moment to congratulate himself -on 
seeing, amid a wild chaos of cliffs and wood, the gloomy ruins 
of Geierstein, with smoke arising, and indicating something 
like a human habitation beside them, whep, to his extreme 
terror, he felt the huge cliff on which he stood tremble, stoop 
slowly forward, and gradually sink from its position. Project- 
ing as it was, and shaken as its equilibrium had been by the 
recent earthquake, it lay now so insecurely poised, that its 
balance was entirely destroyed even by the addition of the 
young man’s weight. 

Aroused by the imminence of ’the ganger, Arthur, by an in- 
stinctive attempt at self-preservation, drew cautiously back 
from tho falling crag into the tree by which he had ascended, 
and turned his, head back as if spellbound, to watch the 
descent of the fatal rock from which he had just retreated. It 
tottered for two or three seconds, as if uncertain which way to 
fall; and had it taken a sidelong direction, must have dashed the 
adventurer from his place of refuge, or borne both the tree and 
him headlong down into the river. After a moment of horrible 
uncertainty, the power of gravitation determined a direct and 
forward descent. Down went the huge fragment, which must 
have weighed at least^twenty ton, rending and splintering in its 
precipitate course the trees and bushes which it encountered, 
and settling at length in the channel of the torrent, with a din 
equal to the discharge of a hundred pieces of artillery. . The 
sotind was re-echoed from bank to bank, from precipice to 
precipice, with emulative thunders ; nor was the tumult silent 
tilt it rose into the region of eternal snows, which, equally 

xxin, 2 
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insensible to* terrestrial sounds and unfavourable to animal 
life, beard the roar in their majestic solitude, but suffered it to 
die away without a responsive voice. 

What, in the meanwhile, were the thoughts of the distracted 
father, who saw the ponderous rock descend, but could not 
mark whether his only son had borne it company in its dread- 
ful fall ! His first impulse was to rush forward along the face 
of the precipice which he had seen Arthur so lately traverse ; 
and when the lad Antonio withheld him, by throwing his arms 
around him, he turned on the guide with the fury of a bear 
which had been robbed of her cubs. 

‘ Unhand me, base peasant,^ he exclaimed, ‘ or thou diest on 
the spot ! * 

‘ Alas ! ’ said the poor boy, dropping on his knees before him, 
‘ I too haVe a^ather ! ’ 

The appeal went to the heart of the traveller, who instantly 
let the lad go, and, holding up his hands and lifting his eyes 
towards heaven, said, in accents of the deepest agony, mingled 
with devout resignation, ‘ Fiat voluntas tua ! He was my last, 
and loveliest, and best beloved, and most worthy of my love ; 
and. yonder,* he added — ‘yonder over the glen soar the birds of 
prey who are to feast on his young blood. But I will see him 
once more,* exclaimed the miserable parent, as the huge carrion 
vulture floated past him on the thick air — ‘I will see my 
Arthur once more, ere the wolf and the eagle mangle him — 1 
will see all of him that e^rth still holds. Detain me not '; but 
abide here, and watch me as I advance. If I fall, as is most 
likely, I charge you to take the sealed papers which you will 
find in the valise, and carry them to the person to whom they 
are addressed, with the least possible delay. There is nmney 
enough in the purse to bury me with my poor boy, and to 
cause masses be said for our souls, and yet leave you a rich 
recompense for your joumey.* 

The honest Swiss lad, obtuse in his understanding, but kind 
and faithful in his disposition, blubbered as his employer s{K>ke, 
and, afraid to offer farther remonstrance or opposition, saw bis 
temporary master prepare himself to traverse the same fatal 
precipice over the verge of which his ill-fated mix had seemed 
to pass to the fate which, with all the wildness of a parentis 
anguish, his father was hastening to share. 

Suddenly there was heard, from beyond the fatal angle from 
which the mass of stone bad been displaced by Arthur's rash 
ascent, the loud hoarse sound of one of those huge homS made 
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out of the spoils of the urus, or wild bull, of Switzerland, \<^hich 
in ancient times announced the terrors of the charge of these 
mountaineers, and, indeed, served them in war instead of all 
musical instruments. 

‘ Hold, sir — hold ! ’ exclaimed the Grison, ‘ yonder is a signat 
from Geie'rstein. Some one will presently come to our assist- 
ance, and show us the safer way to seek for your son. And 
look you — at yon green bush that is glimmering through the 
mist, St. Antonio preserve me, as I see^ a white cloth displayed 
there ! It is just beyond the point where the rock fell.* 

The father endeavoured to fix his eyes on the spot, but they 
filled so fast with tears, that they could not discern the object 
which the guide pointed out. ‘ It is all in vain,* he said, dash- 
ing the tears from his eyes : ‘ I shall never see more of him 
than his lifeless remains.* 

. ‘ You will — you will see him in life,* said the Grison. * St. 
Antonio wills it so. See, the white cloth waves again.* 

‘ Some remnant of his garments,* said the despairing father 
— ‘ some wretched memorial of his fate. No, my eyes see it 
not. I have beheld the fall of my house ; would that the vul- 
tures of these crags had rather torn them from their sockets ! * 

‘ Yet look again,* said the Swiss ; ‘ the cloth hangs not loose 
upon a bough : I can see that it is raised on the end of a staff, 
and is distinctly waved to and fro. Your son makes a signal 
that he is safe.* 

‘And if it be so,* said the ‘traveller, clasping his hands 
together, ‘.blessed be the eyes that see it, and the tongue that 
tells it ! • If we find my son, and find him alive, this day shall 
be a lucky one hfr thee too.* 

‘Nay,' answered the lad, ‘I only ask that you will abidb 
still, and act by counsel, and I will hold myself quit for my 
services. Only, it is not creditable to an honest lad to have 
people lose themselves by their own wilfulness ; for the blame, 
aft()r all, is sure to fall upon the guide, as if he could prevent 
old l^ontius from shaking the mist from his brow, or banks of 
earth from slipping down into the valley at a time, or young 
hare-brained gallants from walking upon precipices as narrow 
as the edge of a knife, or madmen, whose grey hairs might make 
them wiser, from drawing daggers like bravos in Lombardy.^ 
Thus the guide ran on, and ifl that vein he might have long 
continued, for Seignor Philipson heard him not. Each throb 
of his pulse, each thought of his heart, was directed towards 
the object which the lad referred to as a signal of his son*8 
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safety. He became at length satisfied that the signal was 
actually waved by a human hand ; and, as eager in the glow 
of reviving hope as he had of late been under the influence of 
desperate grief, he again prepared for the attempt of advancing 
towards his son, and assisting him, if possible, in regaining a 
place of safety. But the entreaties and reiterated Assurances 
of his guide induced him to pause. 

‘ Are you fit,^ he said, ‘ to go on the crag ? Can you repeat 
your credo and ave without missing or misplacing a word ? for 
without that our old men say your neck, had you a score of 
them, would be in danger. Is your eye clear, and your feet 
firm ? I trow the one streams like a fountain, and the other 
shakes like the aspen which overhangs it ! Rest here till those 
arrive wh 9 are far more able to give your son help than either 
you or I aref I judge, by the fashion of his blowing, that 
yonder is the horn of the goodman of Geierstein, Arnold 
Biederman. He hath seen your son’s danger, and is even now 
providing for his safety and ours. There are cases in wliich 
the aid of one stranger, well acquainted with the country, is 
worth that of three brothers who know not the crags.’ 

‘But if yonder horn really sounded a signal,’ said the 
traveller, ‘ how chanced it that my son replied not ? ’ 

‘And if he did so, as is most likely he did,’ rejoined the 
Grison, ‘how should we have heard him? The bugle of Uri 
itself sounded amid these horrible dins of water and tempest 
like the reed of a shepherd boy ; and how think you we should 
hear the halloo of a man ? ’ 

‘ Yet, methinks,’ said Seignor Philipson, ‘ 1 do hoAr some- 
thing amid this roar of elements which is like a human voice ; 
but it is not Arthur’s.’ 

‘I wot well, no,’ answered the Grison: ‘that is a woman’s 
voice.. The maidens will converse with each other in th<-it, 
manner, from cliff* to cliff, through storm and ttmi])est, were' 
there a mile between.’ 

‘Now, Heaven be praised for this providential relied 1’ sahl 
Seignor Philipson ; ‘ I trust we shall yet s(iO this dreadful day 
safely ended. I will halloo in answer.’ ^ 

He attempted to do so, but, inexperienced in the art of 
making himself heard in such a country, he i>itchcd his voice 
in the same key with that of ^the roar of wave and wind ; so 
that, even at twenty yards from tjio place where he w^as speak- 
ing, it must have been totally indistinguishable fiTjm that of 
the elemental war around them. The lad smiled at his pitron’s 
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ineffectual attempts, and then raised h^s voice himself in a 
high, wild, and prolonged scream, which, while produced with 
apparently much less effort than that of the Englishman, was, 
nevertheless, a distinct sound, separated from others by th6 
key to which it was pitched, and was probably audible to a 
very considerable distance. It was presently answered by 
distant cries of the same nature, which gradually approached 
the platform, bringing renovated hope to the anxious traveller. 

If the distress of the father rendered his condition an object 
of deep compassion, that of the son, at the same moment, was 
sufficiently perilous. We have already stated that Arthur 
Philipson had commenced his precarious journey along the 
precipice with all the coolness, resolution, and unshaken deter- 
mination of mind which was most essential to a task where all 
must depend upon firmness of nerve. But tHe formidable 
accident which checked his onward progress was of a character 
so dreadful as made him feel all the bitterness of a death 
instant, horrible, and, as it seemed, inevitable. The solid rock 
bad trembled and rent beneath his footsteps,# and although, by 
an effort rather mechanical than voluntary, he had withdrawn 
himself from the instant ruin attending its descent, he felt as 
if the better part of him, his firmness of mind and strength of 
body, liad been rent away wdth the descending rock, as it fell 
thundering, with clouds of dust and smoke, into the torrents 
and whirlpools of the vexed gulf beneath. In fact, the seaman 
swept from the deck of a wrecked Vessel, drenched in the waves, 
and battered against the rocks on the shore, does not differ 
more from the same mariner when, at the commencement of 
the gale, lie stood upon the deck of his favourite ship, proud of 
lier strength and his OAvn dexterity, th^n Arthur, when com- 
mencing his journey, from the same Arthur, while clinging to 
the decayed trunk of an old tree, from which, suspended be- 
tween lieaven and earth, he saw the fall of the crag which he 
had so nearly accompanied. The effects of his terror, indeed, 
were physical as well as moral, for a thousand colours played 
before Jiis eyes ; he was attacked by a sick dizziness, and de- 
])rived at once of th« obedience of those limbs which had 
hitherto served him so admirably; his arms and hands, as if 
no longer at his own command, now clung to the branches of 
the tree, with a cramp-like tenaicity over which he , seemed to 
possess no power, and now trembled in a state of such complete 
nervous relaxation as led him to fear that they were becoming 
nimble to support him longer in his position. 



22 WAVERLEY NOVELS 

An incident, in itself trifling, added to the distress occa- 
sioned by this alienation of his powers. All living things in 
the neighbourhood had, as naight be supposed, been startled by 
the tremendous fall to which his progress had given occasion. 
Flights of owls;^, bats, and other birds of darkness, compelled to 
betake themselves to the air, had lost no time in returning into 
their bowers of ivy, or the harbour afforded them by the rifts 
and holes of the neighbouring rocks. One of this ill-omened 
flight chanced to be a lammergeier, or Alpine vulture, a bird 
larger and more voracious than the eagle himself, and which 
Arthur had not been accustomed to see, or at least to look 
upon closely. With the instinct of most birds of prey, it is the 
custom of this creature, when gorged with food, to assume some 
station of inaccessible security, and there remain stationary and 
motionless fof days together, till the work of digestion has been 
accomplished, and activity returns with the pressure of appetite. 
Disturbed from such a state of repose, one of these terrific 
birds had risen from the ravine to which the species gives its 
name, and having circled unwillingly round, with a ghastly 
scream and a flagging wing, it had sunk down upon the pin- 
nacle of a crag, not four yards from the tree in which Arthur 
held his precarious station. Although still in sonic degree 
stupified by torpor, it seemed encouraged by the motionless 
state of the young man to suppose him dead or dying, and sat 
there and gazed at him, without displaying any of that appre- 
hension which the fiercest animals usually entertain from the 
vicinity of man. 

As Arthur, endeavouring to shake off the incap;icitatiiig 
effects of his panic fear, raised his eyes to kiok gradually and 
cautiously around, he . encountered those of the voracious and 
obscene bird, whose head and neck denuded of feathei’s, lior 
eyes surrounded by an iris of an orange- tawny colour, and a 
position more horizontal than erect, distinguislied her as much 
from the noble carriage and graceful proportions of the eagle* 
as those of the lion place him in tlie ranks of creation above; 
the gaunt, ravenous, grisly, yet dastard wolf. 

As if arrested by a charm, the eyes of young Philipson 
remained bent on this ill-omened and ill-favoured bird, without 
his having the power to remove them. The apprehension of 
dangers, idpal as well a§ real, weighed upon his weakened mind, 
disabled as it was by the circumstances of his situation, l^he 
near approach of a creature not more loathsome to the human 
race than averse to come within their reach seemed as ominous 
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as it was unusual. Why did it gaze on him with such glaring 
earnestness, projecting its disgusting form, as if presently to 
alight upon his person ? The foul bird, was she the demon of 
the place to which her name referred, and did she come to 
exult that an intruder on her haunts seemed^ involvM amid ' 
their perils, with little hope or chance of deliverance ? Or was 
it a native vulture of the rocks, whose sagacity foresaw that 
the rash traveller was soon destined to become its victim? 
Could the creature, whose senses are sa^d to be so acute, argue 
from circumstances the stranger’s approaching death, and wait, 
like a raven or hooded crow by a dying sheep, for the earliest 
opportunity to commence her ravenous banquet? Was he 
doomed to feel its beak and talons before his heart’s blood 
should cease to beat? Had he already lost the dignity of 
humanity, the awe which the being formed in thf image of his 
Maker inspires into all inferior creatures ? 

Apprehensions so painful served more than all that reason 
could suggest to renew in some degree the elasticity of the 
young man’s mind. By waving his handkerchief, using, how- 
ever, the greatest precaution in his movements, he succeeded in 
scaring the vulture from his vicinity. It rose from its resting- 
place, screaming harshly and dolefully, and sailed^ on its ex- 
panded pinions to seek a place of more undisturbed repose, 
while the adventurous traveller felt a sensible pleasure at being 
relieved of its disgusting presence. 

With more collected ideas, the young man, who could obtain, 
from his position, a partial view of the platform he had left, 
endeavoured to testify his safety to his father, by displaying, 
as high as he coiJd, the banner by which he had chased off* the 
vulture. Like them, too, he heard, but at a less distance, the 
burst of the great Swiss horn, which seemed to announce some 
near succour. He replied by shouting and waving his flag, to 
direct assistance to the spot where it was so much required ; 
and, recalling liis faculties, which had almost deserted him, he 
laboured mentally to recover hope, and with hope the means 
and motive for exertion. 

A faithful Catholia, he eagerly recommended himself in 
prayer to Our Lady of Einsiedlcn, and, making vows of pro- 
pitiation, besought her intercession that he might be delivered 
from his dreadbil condition. ^ Or, gracious Lady,’ he con- 
cluded his orison, ‘if it is my doom to lose my life like a 
limited fox amidst this savage wilderness of tottering crags, 
restore at least my natural sense of patience and courage, and 



24 


WAVERLEY NOVELS 


let not one who has lived like a man, though a sinful one, 
meet death like a timid hare ! ’ 

Having devoutly recommended himself to that protectress, 
of whom the legends of the Catholic Church form a picture so 
amiable, Arthur, though every nerve still shook with his late 
agitation, and *his heart throbbed with a violence that threat- 
ened to suffocate him, turned his thoughts and observation to 
the means of effecting his escape. But, as he looked around 
him, he became more and more sensible how much ho was 
enervated by the bodily injuries and the mental agony which 
he had sustained during his late peril. He could not, by any 
effort of which he was capable, fix his giddy and bewildered 
eyes on the scene around him : they seemed to reel till the 
landscape danced along with them, and a motley chaos of 
thickets and «tall cliffs, which interposed between him and the 
ruinous Castle of Geierstein, mixed and whirled round in such 
confusion, that nothing save the consciousness that such an 
idea was the suggestion of partial insanity prevented him from 
throwing himself, from the tree, as if to join the wild dance to 
which his disturbed brain had given motion. 

* Heaven be my protection ! ^ said the unfortunate young 
man, closing his eyes, in hopes, by abstracting himself from 
the terror! of his situation, to compose his too active imagina- 
tion, * my senses are abandoning me ! ^ 

He became still more convinced that this was the case, when 
a female voice, in a higl\-pitched but eminently musical accent, 
was heard at no great distance, as if calling to him. He opened 
his eyes once more, raised his head, and looked towirds the 
place from whence the sounds seemed to come, though far 
from being certain that they existed saving in Ins own dis 
ordered imagination. The vision which appeared had almost 
confirmed him in the opinion that his mind was unsettled, and 
his senses in no state to serve him accurately. 

Upon the very summit of a pyramidical rock that rose f>ui 
of the depth of the valley was seen a female figure, so obscunM.] 
by mist that only the outline could be traced. The form, 
reflected against the sky, appeared ratlior the undefined linea 
ments of a spirit than of a mortal maiden ; for her person 
seemed as light, and scarcely more opaque, than the thin 
cloud that surrounded her pedestal. Arthur^s first l>elief was 
that the Virgin had heard his vows, and had descended in 
person to his rescue ; and he was about to recite his A vo 
Maria, when the voice again called to him wdth the singular 
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shrill modulation of the mountain halloo, by which the natives 
of the Alps can hold conference with each other from one 
mountain ridge to another, across ravines of great depth and 
width. 

While he debated how to address this unexpected appari- 
tion, it disappeared from the point which it at first occupied, 
and presently after became again visible, perched on the cliff 
out of which projected the tree in which Arthur had taken 
refuge. Her personal appearance, as well as her dress, made 
it then apparent that she was a maiden of these mountains, 
familiar with their dangerous paths. He saw that a beautiful 
young woman stood before him, who regarded him with a 
mixture of pity and wonder. 

‘Stranger,* she at length said, ‘who are you, and whence 
come you ? * • 

‘I am a stranger, maiden, as you justly term me,* answered 
tlie young man, raising himself as well as he could. ‘ I left 
Lucerne this morning, with my father and a guide. I parted 
with them not three furlongs from hence. .May it please you, 
gentle maiden, to warn them of my safety, for I know my 
father will be in despair upon my account 1 * 

‘ Willingly,* said the maiden ; ‘ but I think my uncle, or 
some one of my kinsmen, must have already found them, and 
will prove faithful guides. Can I not aid you ? Are you wounded 
— are you hurt? We were alarmed by the fall of a rock — ay, 
and yonder it lies, a mass of no ordi^iary size.* 

As the Swiss maiden spoke thus, she approached so close to 
the v^ge of the precipice, and looked with such indifference 
into the gulf, tliat the sympathy which connects the actor and 
spectator upon such occasions brought back the sickness and 
vertigo from which Arthur had just recovered, and he sunk 
back into his former more recumbent posture with something 
like a faint groan. 

‘You are then ill?* said the maiden, who observed him 
turn pale. ‘ Where and what is the. harm you have received ? * 
‘None, gentle maiden, saving some bruises of little import; 
but my head turns^ and my heart grows sick, when I see you 
so near the verge of the cliff* 

‘ Is that all ? ’ replied the Swiss maiden. ‘ Know, stranger, 
that I do not stand on my uncle*s hearth with more security 
than 1 have stood upon precipices compared to which this is a 
child’s leap, ^ou too, stranger, if, as I judge from the traces, 
you have come along the edge of the precipice which the earth- 
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slide hath laid bai^ ought to be far beyoud euch weakness, 
aince surely you mUst be well entitled to call yourself a 
eragsman.* 

* I might have called myself so half an hour since/ answered 
Afthur; ‘but I think I shall hardly venture to assume the 
name in future/ 

* Be not downcast,' said his ‘ kind adviser, ‘ for a passing 
qualm, which will at times cloud the spirit and dazzle the eye- 
sight the bravest and most experienced. Raise yourself 
upon the trunk of the tree, and advance closer to the rock out 
of whi<Ai it grows. Observe the place well. It is easy for you, 
when you have attained the lower part of the projecting stem, 
to gain by one bold step the solid rock upon which I stand, 
after which there is no danger or difficulty worthy of mention 
to a young m^ whose limbs are whole and whose courage is 
active.' 

‘ My limbs are indeed sound,' replied the youth ; ‘ but I am 
ashamed to think how much my courage is broken. Yet I will 
not disgrace the interest you have taken in an unhappy wan- 
derer by listening longer to the dastardly suggestions of a 
feeling which till to-day has been a stranger to my bosom.' 

The maiden looked on him anxiously, and with much 
interest, as, raising himself cautiously, and moving along the 
trunk of the tree, which lay nearly horizontal from the rock, 
and seemed to bend as he changed his ’posture, the youth at 
length stood upright witlpu what, on level ground, had been 
but an extended stride to the cliff on which the Swiss maiden 
stood. But, instead of being a step to be taken on the level 
and firm earth, it was one which must cross a* dark abyss, at 
the bottom of which a torrent surged and boiled with incredible 
fury. Arthur's knees knocked against each other, his feet 
became of lead, and seemed no longer at his command ; and he 
experienced, in u stronger degree than ever, that unnerving 
influence wUch those who have been overwhelmed 1^ it in a 
situation, of like peril never can foiget, and whida others, 
happily strangers to its power, may have diffictcfity even in 
comprehending. * 

The young woman discerned his its 

probable consequences. As the only mpde l|i her power to 
restore hfe confidence, she mvmg ligbk^y tile to .the 
stem of the tree, on which ^ 

security of a bird, and in the same to tbo cliff ; 

and extending her hand to the stlau^, she said, 





OF OEIERSTEIN 




'is but a slight balustrade; yet do but step forward ifrith 
resolution, and you will find it as secure as the battlement of 
Berne/ But slmmo now overcame terror so much, that Arthur, 
declining assistance which he could not have accepted without 
feeling lowered in his own eyes, took heart of grace, and suc- 
cessfully achieved the formidable step which placed him upon 
the same cliff with his kind assistant. 

To seize her hand and raise it to his lips, in affectionate 
token of gratitude and respect, was naturally the youth’s first 
action ; nor was it possible for the maiden to have prevented 
him from doing so without assuming a degree of prudery foreign 
to her character, and occasioning a ceremonious debate upon a 
matter of no great consequence, where the scene of action was 
a rock scarce five feet long by three in width, and which looked 
down upon a torrent roaring some hundred feet£elow\ 



CHAPTER III 

Cursed be the gold and silver, which persuade 
Weak man to follow far fatiguing trade. 

The lily, peace, outshines the silver store ; 

And life is dearer than the golden ore. 

Yet money tempts us o*er the desert brown, 

To every distant, mart and wealthy town. 

^ Hassan^ or the Camel -driver, 

Arthur Philipson and Anne of Geierstein, thus placed together 
in a situation which brought them into the closest possible 
contiguity, felt a glighv. degree of embarrassment; the young 
nian, doubtless, from the fear of being judged a poltroon in 
the eyes of the maiden by whom he had been rescued, and the 
young woman, perhaps, in consequence of the exertion she had 
made, or a sense of being placed suddenly in a situation of 
such proximity to the youth whose life she had probably 
saved. 

‘And now, maiden,^ ^id Arthur, ‘I must repair to my 
father. The life which I owe to your assistance can scarce bo 
called welcome to me unless I am permitted to hasten to his 
rescue.’ 

He was here interrupted by another bugle -blast, whicli 
seemed to cpme from the quarter in which the elder Philipson 
and his guide had been left by their young and daring com- 
panion. Arthur looked in that direction ; but the platform, 
which he had seen but imperfectly from the tree, when he was 
perched in that place of refuge, was invisible from the rock on 
which they now stood. 

‘It would cost me nothing to step took on yonder root/ 
the }^ung woman, Vto spy from thence whether I conkl 
see aught of your friends. I am convinced they are under 

iSaler* guidance than either yours or mine; for the horn an- 
nbunces that my unol^ csr some of my young kinsmen, have 
reached them. They are hy this time on their way to the 
^derstetUy to which, with your permission, 1 will become y<jur 
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guide j for you may be assur^ that my uncle Arnold will not 
allow you to pass farther tonday; atid we shall biit lose time 
by endeavouring to find your friends, who, situated where you 
say you left them, will reach the Geierstein sooner than we' 
shall. Follow me, then, or I must suppose yojx Weary of my 
guidance.’* 

‘ Sooner suppose me weary of the life which your guidance 
has in all probability saved,’ replied Arthur, and prepared to 
attend her, at the same time taking a view of her dress and 
person which confirmed the satisfaction he had in following 
such a conductor, and which we shall take the liberty to detail 
somewhat more minutely than he could do at that time. 

An upper vest, neither, so close as to display the person, a 
habit forbidden by the sumptuary laws of the canton, nor so 
loose as to be an incumbrance in walking or clifiibing, covered 
a close tunic of a different colour, and came down beneath the 
middle of the leg, but suffered the ankle, in all its fine propor- 
tions, to bo completely visible. The foot was defended by a 
sandal, the point of which was turned upwards, and the cross- 
ings and knots of the strings which secured it qn the front of 
the leg were ganiished with silver rings. The upper vest was 
gathered round the middle by a sash of party-coloured silk, 
ornamented with twisted threads of gold; while the tunic, 
open at the throat, permitted phe shape and exquisite white- 
ness of a well-formed neck to be visible at the collar, and for 
an inch ot two beneath. The small portion of the throat and 
bosom thus exposed was even more brilliantly fair than was^ 
]>romisea by the countenance, which last bore some marks of 
having been freely exposed to the sun and air, by no means in ' 
a degree to diminish its beauty, but just so far as to show that 
the maiden possessed the health which is purchased by habits 
of rural exorcise. Her long fair hair fell down in a profusion 
of curls on each side of a face whose blue eyes, lovely featute^ 
and dignified simplicity of expression implied at once a chai^ 
acter of gentleness and of the self-relying resolution of a min^ 
too virtuous to suspect evil and too noble to fear it. Above 
these locks, beauty’s liatural and most beseeming ornament—^ 
or rather, I should say, amongst them — was placed the 
bonnet, which, from its size, little answered the purple of pi^v 
tecting the head, but served to exercise the ingenuity of ttf ;; 
fair W0a;rer, who had not failed, according to the prevailing 
custom of th0 maidens, to decorate the tiny cap with 

a heron’s feather, and the then unusual luxury of a small and 
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tiim ohain of gold, long enough to endrcle the oap four or five 
ttm^ luid having the ends secured under a broad medal of the 
same costly metal. 

i have only to add, that the stature of the young person was 
something abov^e the common size, and that the whole contour 
of her form, without being in the slightest degree masculine, 
resembled that of Minerva rather than the proud beauties of 
Juno or the yielding graces of Venus. The noble brow, the 
well -formed and active limbs, the firm and yet light step, 
above all, the total absence of anything resembling the con- 
sciousness of personal beauty, and the open and candid look, 
which seemed desirous of knowing nothing that was hidden, 
and conscious that she herself had nothing to hide, were traits 
not unworthy ot the goddess of wisdom and of chastity. 

The road vfnich the young Englishman pursued, under the 
guidance of this beautiful young woman, was difficult and 
unequal, but could not be termed dangerous, at least in com- 
parison to those precipices over which Arthur had recently 
passed. It was, m fact, a continuation of the path which the 
slip or slide of^rth, so often mentioned, had interrupted; and 
although it had sustained damage in several places at the 
period of the same earthquake, yet there were marks of these 
having been already repaired in such a rude manner as made 
the way sufficient for the necessary intercourse of a people so 
indifierent as the Swiss to smooth or level paths. The maiden 
also gave Arthur to understand that the present road took a 
circuit for the purpose of gaining that on which he was lately 
travelling, and that, if he and his companions had turnM off at 
the place where this new track united with t^ie old pathway, 
they would have escaped the danger which had attended their 
keeping the road by the verge of the precipice. 

The path which they now pursued was rather averted frr)in 
the torrent, though still within hearing of its sullen thunders, 
whitsh seemed to increase as they ascended parallel to its 
course, till suddenly the road, turning short, and directing itself 
straight iq)on the old castle, brought them witliiu sight of one 
of ihe riapst splendid and awful scenes W that mountainous 

The ancient tower of Geieratein, though neither extensive 
"nor distijinguished by architectiLml ornanmnt^ posseasi^ ' an air 
dignity by its position on the veiy -TUfge of the 
<qD!p^te bank of the torroUt, which, just at the of the 
job vrhich. the ruins are situated, falls sheer over a cascade 
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of nearly a hundred feet'in heig^iv then rushes down ^e 
defile, throaigh a trough of living rock, whieh perhape its 
waves have b^n deepening since time itself had a oommenee^ 
ment. Facing, and at the same time looking down upon, this 
eternal roar of waters, stood the old to4^erj buil| so close ter the 
verge of the precipice, that the buttresses with which the archi- 
tect had strengthened the foundation seemed a part of the 
solid rock itself, and a continuation of its peipen^ictfiar ascent. 
As usual throughout Europe in the feudal times, the principal 
part of the building was a massive square pile, the decayed 
summit of which w^as rendered picturesque by flanking turrets 
of different sizes and heights, some round, some angular, some 
ruinous, some tolerably entire, varying the outline of the build- 
ing as seen against the stormy sky. 

A projecting sallyport, descending by a flight^bf steps from 
the tower, had in former times given access to a bridge con- 
necting the castle with that side of the stream on which Arthur 
Philipson and his fair guide now stood. A single arch, or 
rather one rib of an arch, consisting of single stones, still re- 
mained, and spanned the river immediately in front of the 
waterfall. In former times this arch had served for the support 
of a wooden drawbridge, of more convenient breadth, and of 
such length and weight as must have been rather unmanage- 
able, had it not been lowered on, some solid resting-place. It 
is true, the device was attended with this inconvenience, that, 
oven when' the diAwbridge was up, there remained a possibility 
of approaching the castle gate by means of this narrow rib of 
stone, Slit, as it was not above eighteen inches broad, and 
could only admit the daring foe who should traverse it to a 
doorway regularly defended by gate and portcullis, and having 
flanking turrets and projections, from which stones, darts, 
melted lead, and scalding water might be poured down on the 
soldiery who should venture to approach Geierstein by this 
preearious access, the possibility of such an attempt was not ^ 
considered as diminishing the security of the garrison. 

In the time we treat of, the castle being entirely ruined and 
dismahUed, aud the d<^i:, drawbridge, and portcullis gone, the 
dilapidated gateway, and the slender arch which connected th# 
two iid^ 0f the Btr^^ used as a means of communic^ 
tion between the banks of the river by the inhabitants of tl4 
nel^l^hrhood, whom habit had familiarised with the dangetbui 
ol the paa^ 

PhilipBoh had, in the meantime, like a good 
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strong, regained the elasticity of feeling jSnd dharacter 
/whi^ natural to him. It was not, indeed, '^^ith wrfect com- 
posore that he followed his guide, as she tripped lightly over 
the^narrow arch, composed of rugged stones, and render^ wet 
and idippery with the perpetual drizzle of the mist issuing from 
the neighbouring ca8(^e. Nor was it without apprehension 
that he found himself perfonning this perilous feat in the 
neighbourhood of the waterfall itself, whose deafening roar he 
could not exclude from his ears, though he took care not to 
turn his head towards its terrors, lest his brain should again be 
dizzied by the tumult of the waters as they shot forward from 
the precipice above, and plunged themselves into what seemed 
the fathomless gulf below. But, notwithstanding these feelings 
of agitation, the natural shame to show cowardice where a 
beautiful youflg female exhibited so much indilference, and the 
desire to regain his character in the eyes of his guide, prevented 
Arthur from again giving way to the appalling feelings by 
which he had been overwhelmed a short time before. Stepping 
firmly on, yet cautiously supporting himself with his piked 
staff, he traced the light footsteps of his guide along the bridge 
of dread, and followed her through the ruined sallyport, to 
which they ascended by stairs which were equally dilapidated. 

The gateway admitted them into a mass of ruins, formerly 
a sort of courtyard to the donjon, which rose in gloomy dignity 
above the wreck of what had been works destined for external 
defence, or buildings for internal accommodation. They quickly 
passed through these ruins, over which vegetation bad thrown 
a wild mantle of ivy and other creeping shrubs, and issued 
from them through the main gate of the castle into one of 
those spots in which nature often embosoms her sweetest 
charms, in the midst of districts chiefly characterised by waste 
and desolation* 

The castle in this aspect also rose considerably above the 
neighbouring ground, but the elevation of the site, which 
towards the torrent was an abrupt rock, was on this side a 
steep which had been scarped like a glacis, 

tp lender the building more secure, It^ wee 

^ Imshes, out of trhich the fmmd 

mined digidty. Beyond this hangiiyi: .&i(^ the 
: a tery different umalacter, A 
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gejitle slope to tke south-west. 

The principal object which it presented was a large house 
composed, of huge 1<^ without any preteuee to form or 
symmetry, but indicating, by the smohe which arose from it, 
as well as the extent of ^e neighbcmrfog Offices, and the im- 
proved and cultivated character of the fields ayotltid, that it 
was the abode, not of splendour certainly, but of ease and com- 
petence. An orchard of thriving fruit-trees extended to the 
southward of the dwelling. Groves of walnut and chestnut 
grew in stately array, and even a vineyard, of three or four 
acres, showed that the cultivation of the grape was understood 
and practised. It is now universal in Switzerland, but was, in 
those early days, almost exclusively confined %o a few more 
fortunate proprietorsi who had the rare advantage of uniting 
intelligence with opulent, or at least easy, Circumstances. 

There wcsre fair ranges of pasture-fi/elds, into which the fine 
race of cattle which constitute the pride ‘and wealth of the 
Swiss mountaineers had been brought dow^n from the more 
Alpine grazings where they had fed during the summer, to be 
near shelter and protection when the autumnal storms might 
be expected. On some selected spots, the lambs of the last 
season fed in plenty and security, and in others huge trees, 
the natui:al growth of the soil, were suffered to remain, frmn 
motives of convenience probably, that they might be at band 
when t^ber was required for domestic use, but giving, at th% 
same time, a woodland character to a scene otherwise agricultural^ 
Through this niountain paradise the course of a small brook 
might be traced, now showing itself to the sun, which had by 
this time dispelled the fogs, now intimating its course by its 
gently sloping banks, clothed in some places with lofty trees^^ 
or concealing itself under thickets of hawthorn and nut bushea. 
Tbte strwn, by a devious and gentle course, which seemed to> 
indicate a reluctance to leave ^ quiet regioui found it» 
at out of the sequestered domfun, and, like a 

hurr^l f«>m tJie gay and tranquil spow of boyhood ^ 
wild, career of active life, fihkJly united itself wifii the 

whidb, breokbig dpwn tumultuourfy 131^. 
the andithf •fewer of Griersfe^ as it 

youthful trntefier wellni^ lost 
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Eager the younger Philipson was to rejoin his father, he 
could not help pausing for a moment to wonder how so much 
beauty should be found amid such scenes of horror, and to look 
back on the tower of Geierstein, and on the huge cliff from 
which it derived its name, as if to ascertain, by the sight of 
these distinguished landmarks, that he was actually in the 
neighbourhood of the savage wild where he had encountered so 
much danger and . terror. Yet so narrow were the limits of this 
cultivated farm, that it hardly required such a retrospect to 
satisfy the spectator that the spot susceptible of human in- 
dustry, and on which it seemed that a considerable degree of 
labour had been bestowed, bore a very small proportion to the 
wilderness in which it was situated. It was on all sides sur- 
rounded by lofty hills, in some places rising into walls of rock, 
in others clothed with dark and savage forests of the pine and 
the larch, of primeval antiquity. Above these, from the emi- 
nence on which the tower was situated, could be seen the almost 
rosy hue in which an immense glacier threw back the sun ; 
and, still higher over the frozen surface of that icy sea, arose, 
in silent dignity, the pale peaks of those countless mountains 
on which the snow eternally rests. 

What we have taken some time to describe, occupied young 
Philipson only for one or two hurried minutes ; for on a sloping 
lawn, which was in front of the farm-house, as the mansion 
might be properly styled, he saw five or six ^lersons, the fore- 
most of whom, from his gait, his dress, and the form of his cap, 
he could, easily distingufeh as the parent whom he hardh” 
expected at one time to have again beheld. 

He followed, therefore, his conductress with a glad step, as 
she led the way down the steep ascent on which the ruined 
tower was situated. They approached the group whom Arthur 
had noticed, the foremost of which was his father, who hastily 
came forward to meet him, in company with another person, of 
advanced age, and stature wellnigh gigantic, and who, from his 
simple yet majestic bearing, seemed the worthy countryman of 
William Tell, StaufFaoher, Winkelried, and other Swiss worthies, 
whose stout hearts and hardy arms had, in the preceding age, 
vindicated against , countless hosts their "'personal liberty and 
the independence of their country. 

, "^ith a natural courtesy, as if to spare the father and son 
many witnesses to a meeting %hich must be attended with 
emotion, the Landamman himself, in walking forward with the 
elder Philipson, signed to those hy whom he was attende^l, all 
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of whom seemed young men, to remain behind. They remained 
accordingly, examining, as it seemed, the guide Antonio, upon 
the adventures of the strangers. Anne, the conductress of 
Arthur Philipson, had but time to say to him, ‘ Yonder old man 
is my uncle, Arnold Biederman, and these young men are my 
kinsmen,’ when the former, with the elder traveller, was close 
before them. The Landamman, with the same propriety of 
feeling which he had before displayed, 'signed to his niece to 
move a little aside ; yet, .while requiring from her an account 
of her morning’s expedition, he watched the interview of the 
father and son with as much curiosity as his natural sense of 
complaisance permitted him to testify. It was of a character 
different from what he had expected. 

We have already described the elder Philipson as a father 
devotedly attached to his son, ready to rush on cfeath when he 
had expected to lose him, and equally overjoyed at heart, 
doubtless, to see him again restored to his affections. It might 
have been therefore expected that the ^father and son would 
have rushed into each other’s arms, and such •probably was the 
scene which Arnold Biederman expected to have witnessed. 

But the English traveller, in common with many of his 
countrymen, covered keen and quick feelings with much appear- 
ance of coldness and reserve, and thought it a weakness to give 
unlimited sway even to the influence of the most amiable and 
most natural emotions. Eminently handsome in youth, his 
countenance, still fine in his more advanced years, had an 
expression which intimated an unwillingness either to yield to 
passion dr encourage confidence. His pace, when he first be- 
held his son, had •been quickened by the natural wish to meet 
iiim ; but he slackened it as they drew near to each other, and 
when they met, said in a tone rather of censure and admoni- 
tion than affection — ‘ Arthur, may the saints forgive the pain 
thou hast this day given me.’ 

‘Amen,’ said the youth. ‘ I must need pardon since I have 
given you pain. Believe, however, that I acted for the best.’' 

‘ It is well, Arthur, that in acting for the best, according to 
your forward will, you have not encountered the worst.’ 

^That I have not,’ answered the son, wdth the same devoted 
and patient submission, ‘is owing to this maiden,’ pointing to 
Anne, wHo stood at a few pacea’iiistanoe, desirous, perhaps, of 
avoid^g to witness the reproof of the father, which might seem 
to hejp rather ill-timed and unreasonable. 

‘ To the maiden my thanks shall be rendered,’ said his 
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‘when I csan study how to pay them in an ade<iuate 
pwmer ; but is it well or comely, think you, that you should 
receive from a maiden the succour which it is your duty as a 
man to extend to the weaker sex 1 ’ 

Arthur hel4.down his head and blushed deeply, while Arnold 
Biederman, sympathising with his feelings, stepped forward 
and mingl^ in the conversation. 

‘ Never be abashed, my young guest, that you have been 
indebted for aught of counsel or assistance to a maiden of 
Unterwalden. Know that the freedom of their country owes 
no less to the firmness and wisdom of her daughters than to 
that of her sons. And you, my elder guest, who have, I judge, 
seen many years, and various lands, must have often known 
examples how the strong are saved by the help of the weak, 
the proud by^the aid of the humble.’ 

‘ I have at least learned,’ said the Englishman, ‘ to debate 
no point unnecessarily with the host who has kindly harboured 
me ’ ; and after one glance at his son, which seemed to kindle 
with the fondest' affection, he resumed, as the party turned 
back towards the house, a conversation which he had been 
maintaining with his new acquaintance before Arthur and the 
maiden had joined them. 

Arthur had in the meantime an opportunity of observing 
the figure and features of their Swiss landlord, which, I have 
already hinted, exhibited a primeval simplicity mixed with a 
certain rude dignity, arising out of its masculine and unafiected 
character. The dress did not greatly differ in form from the 
habit of the female which we have described. It corisisted of 
an upper frock, shaped like the modem shirt,' and only open at 
the bosom, worn above a tunic or under doublet. But the 
man’s vest was considerably shorter in the skirts, which did 
not come lower down than the kilt of the Scottish Highlander ; 
a species of boots or buskins rose above the knee, and the 
persbn was thus entirely clothed. A bonnet made of the fur 
of the marten, and garnished with a silver medal, was the only 
part of the dress which displayed anything like omame*it ; the 
bro^ belt which gathered the garmedc together Was of buff 
teai&er, seciired by a large brass buckle. 

.Jiut figure of blm who wore this homely which 
seized almost wholly oompossd of the fleeces of the. mountain 
the spoils of animals of the chase, woii|£^Ve 
respect wherever the wearer had presSoitsd 
in those warlike days, when men were J^n%ed of 
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according to the promising or unpromising qualities of their 
thewes and sinews. To those who looked at Arnold Biederman 
in this point of view, he displayed the size and form, the broad 
shoulders and prominent muscles, of a Hercules. But to such 
as looked rather at his countenance, the steady, sagacious 
features, open front, large blue eyes, and deliberate resolution 
which it expressed more resembled the character of the fabled 
King of Gods and Men. He was attended by several sons and 
relatives, young men, ameng whom he walked, receiving, as 
his undeniable due, respect and obedience, similar to that which 
a herd of deer are observed to render to the monarch stag. 

While Arnold Biederman walked and spoke with the elder 
stranger, the young men seemed closely to scrutinise Arthur, 
and occasionally interrogated in whispers their yelation Anne, 
receiving from her brief and impatient answers, which rather 
excited than appeased the vein of merriment in which the 
mountaineers indulged, very much, as it seemed to the young 
Englishman, at the expense of their guest. To feel himself 
exposed to derision was not softened by the* reflection, that in 
such a society it would probably be attached to all who could 
not tread on the edge of a precipice with a step as firm and 
undismayed as if they walked the street of a city. However 
unreasonable ridicule may be, it is always nnpleasing to be 
subjected to it, but more particularly is it distressing to a 
young man,, where beauty is a listener. It was some consola- 
tion to Arthur that he thought the maiden certainly did not 
enjoy the jest, and seemed by word and look to reprove the 
rudeness of dier companions ; but this he feared was only from 
a sense of humanity. 

‘ She, too, must despise me,’ he thought, ‘ though civility, 
unknown to these ill-taught boors, has enabled her to conceal 
contempt under the guise of pity. She can but judge of me 
from that which she has seen ; if she could know me better 
(such was his proud thought), she might perhaps rank me more 
highly.’ 

As the travellers entered the habitation of Arnold Biederman, 
they found preparations made in a large apartment, which 
the* purpose of general accommodation, for a homely but 
plentiful meal. A glance round the walls showed the imple- 
mehls of agriculture and the oBase ; but the eyes of the elder 
Philiprson rested upon a leathern corslet, a long heavy halberd^ 
and a two-handed sword, which were displayed as a sp^ of 
trophy. Near these, but covered with dust, unfurbisbed imd; 
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neglected, hung a helmet, with a visor, such as was used by 
kuights and men-at-arms. The golden garland, or coronal, 
twisted around it, though sorely tarnished, indicated noble 
birth and rank; and the crest, which was a vulture of the 
species which c gave name to the old castle and its adjacent 
cliff, suggested various conjectures to the English ^est, who, 
acquainted in a great measure with the history of the Swiss 
revolution, made little doubt that in this relic he saw some 
trophy of the ancient warfare between the inhabitants of these 
mountains and the feudal lord to whom they had of yore 
appertained. 

A summons to the hospitable board disturbed the train of 
the English merchant’s reflections ; and a large company, com- 
prising the \^hole inhabitants of eveny description that lived 
under Biederman’s roof, sat down to a plentiful repast of goat’s 
flesh, 'fish, preparations of milk of various kinds, cheese, and, 
for the upper mess, the venison of a young chamois. The 
Landamman himself did the honours of the table with great 
kindness . and simplicity, and urged the strangers to show, by 
their appetite, that they thought themselves as welcome as he 
desired to make them. During the repast he carried on a con- 
versation with his elder guest, while the younger people at 
table, as well as the menials, ate in modesty and silence. Ere 
the dinner was finished, a figure crossed on the outside of 
the large window which lighted the eating-hall, the sight of 
which seemed to occasidn a lively sensation amongst such as 
observed it. 

‘ Who passed ? ’ said old Biederman to those seated^ opposite 
to the window. ' 

‘It is our cousin, Rudolph of Donnerhugel,’ answered one of 
Arnold’s sons eagerly. 

The annunciation seemed to give great pleasure to the 
younger part of the company, especially the sons of the Land- 
amnaan ; while the head of the family only said with a grave, 
calm voice—* Your kinsman is welcome ; tell him so, and let 
him come hither.’ 

Two or three arose for this purpose, as if there had been a 
contention among them who should do the honours nf, the 
house to the new guest. He entered preseiitly— a ipan, 

unusually tall, well-proportiohed, and active, with a quantity 
d d^irk-h*^wn locks curling around his face, ' togetfa^ with 
mu8tachips of the same, or rather a still darker, hue. His cap 
was considering the quantity of his thickly clustering 
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hair, and rather might be said to hang upon one side of his 
head than to cover it. His clothes were of the same fbrm and 
general fashion os those of Arnold, but made of much finer 
cloth, the manufacture of the German loom, and ornamented 
in a rich and fanciful manner. One sleeve of hi^ vest was dark 
green, curiously laced and embroidered with devices in silver, 
while the rest of the garment was scarlet. His sash was 
twisted and netted with gold, and besides answering the purpose 
of a belt, by securing the .upper garment round his waist, sus- 
tained a silver-hilted poniard. His finery was completed by 
boots, the tips of which weye so long as to turn upwards with a 
peak, after a prevailing fashion in the Middle Ages. A golden 
chain hung round his neck, and sustained a large medallion of 
the same metal. 

This young gallant was instantly surrounded l^y the race of 
Bicderman, among whom he appeared. to be considered as the 
model upon which the Swiss youth ought to build themselves, 
and whose gait, opinions, dress, and ^manners all ought to 
follow who would keep pace with the fashion of the day, in 
which he reigned an acknowledged and unrivalled example. 

By two persons in the company, however, it seemed to 
Arthur Philipson that this young man was received with less 
distinguished marks of regard than those with which he was 
hailed by the general voice of the youths present. Arnold 
Biederman himself was at least no way warm in welcoming the 
young Bernese, for such was Rudolph’s country. The young 
man drew from his bosom a sealed packet, which he delivered 
to the tandamman with demonstrations of great respect, and 
seemed to expe(?t that Arnold, when he had broken the seal 
and perused the contents, would say something to him on the 
subject. But the patriarch only bade him be seated and 
])artake of their meal, and Rudolph found a place accordingly 
next to Anne of Geierstein, which was yielded to him by one of 
tlie sons of Arnold with ready courtesy. 

It seemed also to the observant young Englishman that the 
newcomer was received with marked coldness by the maiden, 
to whom he appeared' eager and solicitous to pay his compli- 
ments, by whose side ho had contrived to seat himself at the 
well-furnished board, and to whom he seemed more anxious to 
recommend himself than to partake of the food which it offered. 
He observed the gallant whisper her and look towards him. 
Afain^ gave a very brief reply ; but one of the young Biedermans, 
who sat on his other hand, was probably more communicative^ 



WAVBBLBY NOVELS 


40 

as the youths both laughed, at^d the maideu again seemed dis* 
Oonoeii^ed, and blushed with displeasure. 

‘Had I either of these sons of the mountain/ thought young 
Philipson, ‘ upon six yards of level greensward, if there be so 
muoh flat ground in this country,* niethinks I were more likely 
to spoil their mirth than to furnish food for it. * It is as 
marvellous to see such conceited boors under the same roof 
with so courteous and amiable a damsel as it would be to see 
one of their shaggy bears dance a rigadoon with a maiden like 
the daughter [niece] of our host. Well, I need not concern myself 
more than I can help about her beauty or their breeding, since 
morning will separate me from them for ever.’ 

As these reflections passed through the young guest’s mind, 

► the father of the family called for a cup of wine, and having 
required the tfwo strangers to pledge him in a maple cup of 
considerable size, he sent a similar goblet to Rudolph Donner- 
hugel. ‘Yet you,’ he said, ‘kinsman, are used to more highly 
flavoured wine than the half-ripened grapes of Geierstein can 
supply. Would you think it, sir merchant,’ ho continued, 
addressing Philipson, ‘ there are burghers of Benie who send for 
wine for their own drinking both to France and Germany ? ’ 

‘My kinsman disapproves of that,’ replied Rudolph; ‘yet 
every place is not blessed with vineyards like Geierstein, which 
produces all that heart and eye can desire.’ This was said’ 
with a glance at his fair companion, who did not appear to take 
the compliment, while the envoy of Berne proceeded — ‘ But our 
wealthier burghers, having some superfluous crowns, think it no 
extravagance to barter them for a goblet of better wine than 
our own mountains can produce. But we will be more frugal 
when we have at our disposal tuns of the wine of Bui^ndy, 
for the rhere trouble of transporting them.’ 

‘ How mean you by that, cousin Rudolph ? ’ said Arnold 
Biederman. 

‘ Methinks, respected kinsman,’ answered the Bernese, ‘ your 
letters must have told you that our Diet is likely to declare 
war against Burgundy V 

‘Ah ! and you know, then, the conterlts of my letters?^ said 
Arpold-^* another mark hpw times are changed at Berne. and 
witii the Diet of Switzerland. When did all her greyd^aired 
iltat^meh.die, that our allies ^should have brought h&ajtdleesi 
bays into their councils V 

‘ The Senate of Berne and the Diet of the Confj^eriaey/ said 
the young man, partly abashed, partly in vindication cif wfeat 
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he liad before spoken, ‘allow the young men to know their 
purposes, since it is they by whom they must be executed. 
The head which thinks may well confide in the hand that 
strikes/ 

‘ Not till the moment of dealing the bjow, yoiing man,* said 
Arnold Biederman, sternly. ‘What kind of counsellor is he 
who talks loosely the secrets of state affairs before women and 
strangers? Go, Eudolph, and all of ye, and tiy by manly 
exercises which is best fitted to serve your country, rather 
than give your judgment upon her measures. Hold, young 
man,* he continued, addressing Arthur, who had arisen, ‘this 
does not apply to you, who are unused to mountain travel, aiid 
require rest after it.’ 

‘Under your favour, sir, not so,* said the elder stranger; 
‘ we hold in England that the best refreshment Sfter we have 
been exhausted by one species of exercise is to betake ourselves 
to another; as riding, for example, affords more relief to one 
fatigued by walking than a bed of down would. So, if your 
young men will permit, my son will join their exercises.* 

‘ He will find tliem rough playmates,’ answered the Switzer ; 
‘ but l)e it at your pleasure.’ 

The young men went out accordingly to the open lawn in 
front of the house. Anne of Geierstein, and some females of 
the liousehold, sat down on a bank to judge which performed 
best, and shouts, loud laughing, and all that announces the 
riot of juvenile spirits occupied by rnianly sports, was soon 
after heard by the two seniors, as they sat together in the 
hall. The master of the house resumed the wine-flask, and, 
having filled the-cup of his guest, poured the remainder into 
his own. 

‘ At an age, worthy stranger,’ he said, ‘ when the blood 
grows colder and the feelings heavier, a moderate cup of wine 
brings back light thoughts and makes the limbs supple. Yet 
I almost wish that Noah had never planted the grape, when of 
late years I have seen with my own eyes my countrymen swill 
wine like very Germans, till they were like gorged swine, 
incapable of sense, thohght, or motion.’ 

‘ It is a vice,’ said the Englishman, ‘ which I have observed 
gains ground in your country, where within a century I haye 
heard it was totally unknown.* « 

‘It was so,* said the Swiss, ‘for wine was seldom made at hom^ 
and never imported from abroad ; for, indeed, none possessed 
the means of purchasing that, or aught else, which Our vallejhs 
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produce not. But our wars and our victories have gained us 
wealth as well as fame ; and in the poor thoughts of one 
Switzer at least, we had been better without both, had we not 
also gained liberty by the same exertion. It is something, 
however, that ^commerce may occasionally send into our remote 
mountains a sensible visitor like yourself, worthy guest, whose 
discourse shows him to be a man of sagacity and discernment ; 
for though I love not the increasing taste for trinkets and 
gewgaws which you merchants, introduce, yet I acknowledge 
that we simple mountaineers learn from men like you more of 
the world around us than we could acquire by our own exer- 
tions. You are bound, you say, to B41e, and thence to the 
Duke of Burgundy’s leaguer?’ 

‘ I am so, my worthy host,’ said the merchant ; * that is, 
providing I ckn perform my journey with safety.’ 

‘Your safety, good friend, may be assured, if you list to 
tarry for two or three days ; for in that space I shall myself 
take the journey, and with such an escort as will prevent any 
risk of danger. You will find in me a sure and faithful guide, 
and I shall learn from you much of other countries, which it 
concerns me to know better than I do. Is it a bargain ? ’ 

‘The proposal is too much to my adyantage to be refused,’ 
said the Englishman ; ‘ but may I ask the purpose of your 
journey V 

‘I chid yonder boy but now,’ answered Biederman, ‘for 
speaking, on public affairs without reflection, and before the 
whole family; but our tidings and my ermnd need not be 
concealed from a considerate person like you, who must indeed 
soon learn it from public rumour. You kifOw doubtless the 
mutual hatred which subsists between Louis XI. of France and 
Charles of Burgundy, whom men call the Bold; and having 
seen these countries, as I understand from your fonner dis- 
course, you are probably well aware of the various contending 
interests which, besides the personal hatred of the sovereigns, 
make them irreconcilable enemies. Now Louis, whom the 
world cannot match for craft and subtlety, is using all his 
influence, by distributions of large sum^ amongst of the 
counsellors of our neighbours of Benie, by pouring t^asutes 
into the exchequer of that state itself, by holding out bait 
of emolument to the old men,»and encouraging the of 

the young, to urge the Bernese into a war With Duke. 
Oharles, oh the other hand, is acting, as he frequa^^ does, 
exactly M Louis could have wished. Our neighbours itha allies 
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of Berne do not, like us of the Forest Cantons, confine them- 
selves to pasture or agriculture, but carry on considerable 
commerce, which the jDuke of Burgundy has in various in- 
stances interrupted, by the exactions and violence of his oflScers 
in the frontier towns, as is doubtless well knowi^ to you/ 

‘Unquestionably,’ answered the merchant; ‘they are uni- 
versally regarded as vexatious/ 

‘ You will not then be surprised that, solicited by the one 
sovereign and aggrieved by the other, proud of past victories 
and ambitious of additional power, Berne and the City Cantons 
of our confederacy, whose representatives, from their superior 
wealth and better education, have more to say in our Diet 
than we of the Forests, should be bent upon war, from which 
it has hitherto happened that the republic has always derived 
victory, wealth, and increase of territory/ ^ 

‘ Ay, worthy host, and of glory,’ said Philipson, interrupting 
him with some enthusiasm; ‘I wonder not that the brave 
youths of your states are willing to thrust themselves upon 
new wars, since their past victories have be^ so brilliant and 
so far famed/ 

‘ You are no wise merchant, kind guest,’ answered the host, 

‘ if you regard success in former desperate undertakings as an 
encouragement to future rashness. Let us make a better use 
of past victories. When we fought for our liberties God 
blessed our arms; but will He do so if we fight either for 
aggrandisement or for the gold of Fra*nce ? ’ 

‘Your doubt is just,’ said the merchant, more sedately; 

‘ but suppose you draw the sword to put an end to the vexa- 
tious exactions of Burgundy ? ’ 

‘ Hear me, good friend,’ answered the Switzer ; ‘ it may be 
that wo of the Forest Cantons think too little of those matters 
of trade which so much engross the attention of the burghers 
of Berne. Yet we will not desert our neighbours and allies in 
a just quarrel; and it is wellnigh settled that a deputation 
shall be sent to the Duke of Burgundy to request redress. In 
this embassy the General Diet now assembled at Berne have 
requested that I should take some share ; and hence the Jouruey 
in which ’I propose that you should accompany me.’ 

‘ It ^11 be much to my satisfaction to travel in your . 
cbm|>^yv worthy host,’ said the* Englishman. ‘ But, as I am 
a trae xnati, methinks your port and figure resemble an envoy 
of defiance rather than a messenger of peace/ 

^And I too might say,’ replied the Switzer, ‘that your 
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language and sentiments^ niy honoured guest, rather belong to 
the sword than the measuring wand.* 

* I was bred to the sword, worthy sir, before I took the cloth- 
yard in my hand/ replied Philipson, smiling, ‘and it may be 
r am still more partial to my old trade than wisdom would 
altogether recommend.* 

‘I thought so,* said Arnold; ‘but then you fought most 
likely under your co.untry*s banners against a foreign and 
national enemy ; and in that case I wdll admit that war has 
something in it which elevates the heart above the* due sense 
it should entertain of the calamity inflicted and endured by 
God*s creatures on each side. But the warfare in which I was 
engaged had no such gilding. It was the miserable war of 
Zurich, where Switzers levelled their pikes against the bosoms 
of their ow*n Countrymen ; and quarter w^as asked and refused 
in the same kindly mountain language. From such remem- 
brances, your warlike recollections are probably free.* 

The merchant hung down his head and pressed his fore- 
head with his hanfd, as* one to whom the most painful thoughts 
were suddenly recalled. 

‘ Alas ! * he said, ‘ 1 deserve to feel the pain which your 
words inflict. What nation can know the woes of England that 
has not felt them — what eye can estimate them which has not 
seen a land torn and bleeding with the strife of two desperate 
factions, battles fought in every province, plains heaped with 
slain, and scaffolds drenched in bloods Even in your quiet 
valleys, methinks, you may have heard of the Civil Wars of 
England ? * * 

‘I do indeed bethink me,* said the Switzer, ‘that England 
had lost her possessions in France during many years of bloody 
internal wars concerning the colour of a rose — was it not ? But 
these are ended.* 

, , ‘For the present,* answered Philipson, ‘it would seem so.* 

As he spoke, there was a knock at the door. The master of 
the house said, ‘ Come in * ; the door opened, and, with the 
reverence which was expected from young persons towards their 
elders in those pastoral regions, the fine Yonn of Anne of Geier*- 
stein presented itself. 



CHAPTER IV 


And now the well-known bow the master bore, 

Turn’d on all sides, and view’d it o’er and o’er ; 

Whilst some deriding, ‘ How he turns the bow ! 

Some other like it sure the man must know, 

Or else would copy, or in bows he deals ; • 

Perhaps he makes them, or perhaps he steals.’ 

PoPE^s Homer's Odyssey, 

Tub fair maiden approached with the half-bashful, half-import- 
ant look which sits so well on a young housekeeper, when she • 
is at once proud and ashamed of the matronly duties she is 
called upon to discharge, and whispered something in her 
uncle^s ear. 

‘ And could not the idle-pated boys have brought their own 
errand? What is it they want thdt they cannot ask themselves, 
but must ^end thee to beg it for them? Had it been any- 
thing reasonable, I should have heard it dinned into my ears 
by forty voices, so modest are our Swiss youths become nowa- 
days.’ She stooped forward, and again whispered in his ear, 
as he fondly stroked her curling tresses with his ample hand, 
and replied, ‘ The bow of Buttisholz, my dear ? Why, the youths 
surely are not grown stronger since last year, when none of 
them could bend it? But yonder it hangs with its three 
arrows. Who is the wise champion that is challenger at a 
game where he is sure to be foiled ? ’ 

‘ It is this gentleman’s son, sir,’ said the maiden, ‘ who, not 
be^ng^ able to contend with my cousins in running, leaping, 
tho bar,, or pilcbing the stone, has challenged them to 
ridOj or to aboot with the English long-bow.’ 

‘To ride,’ said the venerable Swiss, ‘were difficult, where 
thero are no horses, and no loveb ground to career upon if there 
But an English bow he shall have, since we happen to 
pk}^ess one. Take it to the young men, my niece, with the 
three arrows, and say to them from me, that he Who beU^ it 
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will do more than William Tell or the renowned Stauffacher 
could have done/ 

As the maiden went to take the weapon froth the place 
where it hung amid the group <?£ arms which Philipson had 
formerly remarked, the English merchant observed, ‘that* were 
the minstrels *of his land to assign her occupation, so fair a 
maiden should be bow-bearer to none but the little blind god 
Cupid/ 

‘ I will have nothing of the blind god Cupid,* said Arnold, 
hastily, yet half laughing at the same time; ‘we have been 
deafened with the foolery of minstrels and strolling minne- 
singers, ever since the wandering knaves have found there 
were pence to be gathered among us. A Swiss maiden should 
onfy sing Albert Tschudi*s ballads, or the merry lay of the 
going out and return of the cows to and from the mountain 
pastures.* 

^hile he spoke, the damsel had selected from the arms a 
bow of extraordinary strength, considerably above six feet in 
length, with three shafts of a cloth-yard long. Philipson asked 
to look at the weapons, and examined them closely. ‘ It is a 
tough piece of yew,* ho said. ‘ I should know it, since I have 
dealt in such commodities in my time; but when I was of 
Arthur*s age, I could have bent it as easily as a boy bends a 
willow.* 

‘ We are too old to boast like boys,* said Arnold Biederman, 
with something of a ^reproving glance at his companion. 
‘ Carry the bow to thy kinsmen, Anne, and let him who can 
bend it say he beat Arnold Biederman.* As he s'poke, he 
turned his eyes on the spare yet muscular figure of the English- 
man, then again glanced down on his own stately person. 

‘ You must remember, good my host,* said Philipson, ‘ that 
weapons are wielded not hy strength, but by art and sleight of 
band. What most I wonder at is to see in this place a bow 
made by Matthew of Doncaster, a bpwyer who lived at least a 
hundred years ago, remarkable for the great tOT^jhness and 
strength of the weapons which he made, and which Ape now 
beopihe somewhat unmanageable, even an English y^^Kinan.* 

/How are you assured of the maker*s name, worthy guest?* 
replied the Swiss. 

Matthew*s mark,* answered the Englishman, ‘and 
hie. initwis out upon the bow. I wonder not a little to find 
ja' weapon here, and in such good preservation/ 

^It hea been regularly waxed, oiled, and kept in good order/ 
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said the Landamman, ‘ being preserved ast a trophy of a memor- 
able day. It would but grieve you to recount its early history > 
since it was taken in a day fatal to your country.* 

‘My country,* said the Englishman, composedly, ‘has gained 
so many victories, that her children may well afford to hear of a 
single defeat. But I knew not that the English 5ver warretf in 
Switzerland.* 

‘Not precisely as a nation,* answered Biederman; ‘but it 
was in my grandsire*s days that a large body of roving soldiers, 
composed of men from almost all countries, but especially 
Englishmen, Normans, and Gascons, poured down on the 
Aargau and the districts adjacent. They were headed by a 
great warrior called Ingelrajn de Couci, who pretended some 
claims upon the Duke of Austria, to satisfy which he ravaged 
indifferently the Austrian territory and that of our Confederacy. 
His soldiers were hired warriors — Free Companions they called 
themselves — that seemed to belong to ho country, and were as 
brave in the fight as they were cruel in their depredations. 
Some pause in the constant wars betwixt •France and England 
had deprived many of those bands of their ordinary employ- 
ment, and battle being their clement, they came to seek it 
among our valleys. The air seemed on fire with the blaze of 
their armour, and the very sun was darkened at the flight of 
their arrows. They did us much .evil, and we sustained the 
loss of more than one battle. But we met them at Buttisholz, 
and mingled the blood of many a rid^r, noble as they were 
called and esteemed, with that of their horses. The huge 
mound that covers the bones of man and steed is still called 
the English barrow/ 

Philipson was silent for a minute or two, and then replied, 

‘ Then let them sleep in peace. If they did wrong, they paid 
for it with their lives ; and that is all the ransom that mortal 
man can render for his transgressions. Heaven pardon their 
souls ! * 

‘Amen,* replied the Landamman, ‘and those of all brave 
men ! My ^raudsire was at the battle, and was held to have 
demeaned himself like good soldier ; and this bow has been 
ever sipce .carefully preserved in our family. There is a 
probHec^ about it, but I hold it not worthy of remark.* 

Ptitipson was about to inquire farther, but was interrupted 
by a loud cry of surprise and astonishment from without. 

‘I must out,* said Biederman, ‘and see what these wild ^ads 
are doing. It is not now as formerly in this land, when the 
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young dared not judge for themselves till the old man’s voice 
had been heard.’ 

He went forth from the lodge, followed by his guest. The 
eqmpany who had witnessed the games were all talking, 
shouting, and disputing in the same breath; while Arthur 
Philipson stoOd a little apart from the rest, leaning on the 
unbent bow with apparent indifference. At the sight of the 
Landamman all were silent. 

‘What means this unwonted clamour?’ he said, raising a 
voice to which all were accustomed to listen with reverence. 
‘Rudiger,’ addressing the eldest of his sons, ‘has the young 
stranger bent the bow ? ’ 

‘He has, father,’ said Rudiger, ‘and he has hit the mark. 
Three such shots were never shot by William Tell.’ 

‘It was chance — pure chance,’ said the young Swiss from 
Berne. ‘ No human skill could have done it, much less a puny 
lad, baffled in all besides that he attempted among us.’ 

‘ But what hm been done ? ’ said the Landamman. ‘ Nay, 
speak not all at ence.‘ Anne of Geierstein, thou hast more sense 
and breeding than these boys — tell me how the game has gone.’ 

The maiden seemed a little confused at. this appeal ; but 
answered with a composed and downcast look — 

‘ The mark was, as usual, a pigeon to a pole. All the young 
men, except the stranger, hM practised at it with the cross- 
bow and long-bow, without hitting it. When I brought out 
the bow of Buttisholz, J offered it first to my kinsmen. None 
would accept of it, saying, respected uncle, that a task too great 
for you must be far too difficult for them.’ , 

‘ They said well,’ answered Arnold Biederman ; ‘ and the 
stranger, did he string the bow ? ’ 

‘ He did, my uncle, but first he wrote something on a piece 
of paper, and placed it in my hands.’ 

‘ And did he shoot and hit the mark ? ’ continued the 
surprised Switzer. 

‘He first,’ said the maiden, ‘removed the pole a hundred 
yards farther than the post where it stood.’ 

‘Singular 1 ’ said the Landamman, » that is double the usual 
distdnoe.’ 

then drew the bow,’ continued tlie *and 

oft Oho after another, with incredible rapidity> 
which he had stuck into his belt. The 

the strihg, the third killed the 
Igtolbeair.’ 
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* By St. Mary of Einsiedlen/ said tho old man, looking up 
iu amaze, * if your eyes really imw this, they saw such archery 
as was never before witnessed in the Forest/ States 1 ’ 

< I say nay to that, my revered kinsman,' replied Kudolph 
Donnerhugel, whose vexation was apparent; ‘it was mere 
change, if not illusion or witchery.' • 

" ‘What say'st thou of it thyself, Arthur,' said his father, 
half smiling ; ‘ was thy success % chance or skill V 

‘ My father,^ said the young man, ‘ I need not tell you that 
I have done but an ordinary feat for an English bowman. 
Nor do I speak to gratify that misproud and ignorant young 
man ; but to our worthy host and his family I make answer. 
This 3"outh charges me with- haying deluded men’s eyes, or hit 
the mark by chance. For illusion, yonder is the pierced pole, 
the severed string, and the slain bird, they will»endure sight 
and handling ; and, besides, if that fair maiden will open the 
note which I put into her hand, she will find evidence to assure 
you that, even before I drew the bow, T had fixed upon the 
three marks which I designed to aim at.’* • 

‘Produce the scroll, good niece,’ said her uncle, ‘and end 
the controversy.’ 

‘ Nay, under your favour, niy worthy host,’ said Arthur, ‘ it 
is but some foolish rhymes addressed to the maiden’s own eye.’ 

‘And, under your favour, sir,’ said the Landamman, ‘what- 
soever is fit for my niece’s eyes may greet my ears.’ 

lie took the scroll from the maiden, who blushed deeply 
when she resigned it. The character in which it was written 
was so fiPne,that the Landamman in surprise exclaimed, ‘No 
clerk of St. Gall could have written more fairly. Strange,’ he 
again repeated, ‘ that a hand which could draw so true a bow 
should have the cunning to form characters so fair.’ He then 
exclaimed anew, ‘ Ha ! verses, by Our Lady ! What ! have we 
minstrels disguised as traders?’ He then opened the scroll, 
and read the following lines : — 

‘ “ If I hit mast, and line, and bird 
An English archer keeps his word. 

Ah ! maiden, didst thou aipi at me, 

A single glance wore wortli the three.” 

Het'e is rare rhyming, my woi;fhy guest,’ said the Landam- 
mah, sliaking his head — ‘ fine words to make foolish maidens 
fain, do not excuse it ; it is your country fashion, and we 
know how to treat it as such.' And without further allusion 
xxni 4 
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to the concluding couplet, the reading of which threw the poet 
as well as the object of the verses into some discomposure, he 
added gravely, ‘You must now allow, Eudolph Donnerhugel, 
that the stranger has fairly attained the three marks which he 
proposed to himself.* 

‘ That he has attained them is plain,* answered the party to 
whom the appeal was made ; ‘ but that he has done this fairly 
may be doubted, if there are such things as witchery and magic 
in this world.* 

‘Shame— shame, Rudolph!* said the Landamman; ‘can 
spleen and envy have weight with so brave a man as you, from 
whom my sons ought to learn temperance, forbearance, and 
candour, as well as manly courage and dexterity ? * 

The Bernese coloured high under this rebuke, to which he 
ventured noUto attempt a reply. 

‘ To your sports till sunset, my children,* continued Arnold ; 
‘ while I and my worthy friend occupy our time with a walk, 
for which the evening is now favourable.* 

‘ Methinks,* said the English merchant, ‘ I should like to 
visit the ruins of yonder castle, situated by the waterfall. 
There is something of melancholy dignity in such a scene which 
reconciles us to the misfortunes of our own time, by showing 
that our ancestors, who were perhaps more intelligent or more 
powerful, have, nevertheless, in their days, encountered cares 
and distresses similar to those which we now groan under.* 

‘ Have with you, my worthy sir,’ replied his host ; ‘ there 
will be time also upon the road to talk of things that you 
should know.* 

The slow step of the two elderly men carried them by 
degrees from the limits of the lawn, where shout, and laugh, 
and halloo were again revived. Young Philipsou, whose suc- 
cess as an archer had obliterated all recollection of fomcr 
failure, made other attempts to mingle in the manly pastimes 
of the country, and gained a (xmsiderable portion of applause. 
The young men who had but lately been so ready to join in 
ridiculing, him now began to consider him as a person to be 
looked up and appealed to; while Rudolph DoimetHugel saw 
with resentment that he was no longer without a rival in the 
opinion of his male cousins, perhaps of his kinswomau also. 
The proud young Swiss reflopted with bitterness that be had 
fallen under the Landamman’s displeasure, declined in repiita- 
tiph with his companions, of whom ho had been hitherto the 
loader, and even hazarded a more mortifying disappointment 
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all, as Ills swelling heart expressed it, through the means of a 
stranger stripling, of neither blood nor fame, who cotild not 
step from one rock to another without the encour^ement of 
a ^ri. 

In this irritated mood, he drew near the young Englishman, 
and while he seemed to address him on the chances of the 
sports which were stilf proceeding, he conveyed, in a whisper, 
matter of a far diflFerent tendency. Striking Arthur’s fehoulder 
with the frank bluntness , of a mountaineer, he said aloud, 
‘ Yonder bolt of Ernest whistled through the air like a falcon 
when she stoops down the wind ! ’ And then proceeded in a 
deep low voice, ‘You merchants sell gloves — do you ever deal 
in single gauntlets, or only in pairs ? ’ 

‘ I sell no single glove,’ said Arthur, instantly apprehending 
him, and sufficiently disposed to resent the scornful looks of 
the Bernese champion during the time of their meal, and his 
having but lately imputed his successful shooting to chance 
or sorcery — ‘I sell no single glove, sir, but never refuse to 
exchange one.’ * • 

‘ You are apt, I see,’ said Kudolph ; ‘ look at the players 
while I speak, or our purpose will be suspected. You are 
quicker, I say, of apprehension than I expected. If we exchange 
our gloves, how shall each redeem his own 1 ’ 

‘ With our good swords,’ said Arthur Philipson. 

‘ In armour, or as we stand ? ’ 

‘ Even as we stand,’ said Arthur. ‘ i have no better garment 
of proof than this doublet, no other weapon than my sw’^Ord ; 
and thosef sir Switzer, I hold enough for the purpose. Name 
time and place.’ 

‘ The old castle-court at Geierstein,’ replied Kudolph, ‘ the 
time sunrise ; but we are watched. I have lost my wager, 
stranger,’ he added, speaking aloud, and in an indifferent tone of 
voice, ‘ since Ulrick has made a cast beyond Ernest. There is 
my glove, in token I shall not forget the flask of wine.’ 

^And there is mine,’ said Arthur, ‘in token I will drink it 
with you merrily,’ 

Thufi, amid the peaceful though rough sports of their com- 
panions, did these two hot-headed youths contrive to indulge 
their hostile inclinations ‘ towards each other, by settling a 
meeting of deadly purpose. 



CHAPTER V 

I was one 

Who loved the greenwood bank and lowing herd, 

The russet prize, the lowly peasant’s life, 

Season’d with sweet content, more than the halls 
WRere revellers feast to fever-height. Believe me, 

There ne’er was poison mix’d in maple bowl. 

Anonymous. 

Leaving the young, persons engaged with their sports, the 
Landamman of tJnterwalden and the elder Philipson walked on 
in company, conversing chiefly on the political relations of 
France, England, and Burgundy, until the conversation was 
changed as they entered the gate of the old castle-yard of 
Geierstein, where arose the lonely and dismantled keep, sur- 
rounded by the ruins of other buildings. 

‘This has been a proud and a strong habitation in its time,’ 
said Philipson. 

‘They were a proud and powerful race who held R,’ replied 
the Landamman. ‘The Counts of Geierstein have a history 
which runs back to the times of the old Helvetians, and their 
deeds are repoited to have matched their antiquity. But all 
earthly grandeur has an end, and free men tread the ruins of 
their feudal castle, at the most distant sight of whose turrets 
serfs were formerly obliged to vail their bonnets, if they would 
escape the chastisement of contumacious rebels.’ 

‘ I Cbserve,’ said the merchant, ‘ engraved on a aton^ under 
yonder turret, the crest, I conceive, of the last fatttUy^a vuL 
ture perched on a rock, descriptive, ^doubtless, nl Ifee ^ord 
Geierstein.’ 

*‘It is the ancient cognisance of the family/ 

Biederman, ‘and, as you 8ay,‘^ expresses th» ew 
being the i^me with that of the knighhl who so ii* 

* I also remarked in your hall/ cQhtiii|ued the ‘a 

helmet bemdng the same crest or cognIwGe. It t 
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a trophy of the triumph of the Swiss peasants over the nobles 
of Geierstein, as the English bow is preserved in remembrance 
of the battle of Buttisholz ? ’ 

‘And you, fair sir/ replied the Landammah, ‘would, I per- 
ceive, from the prejudices of your education, regard the one 
victory with as unpleasant feelings as the other? Strange, 
that the veneration for rank should be. rooted even in the 
minds of those who have no claim to share it 1 But clear up 
your downcast brows, my worthy guest, and be assured that, 
though many a proud baron’s castle, wlien Switzerland threw 
off the bonds of feudal slavery, was plundered and destroyed 
by the just vengeance of an incensed people, such was not the 
lot of Geierstein. The blood of the old possessors of these 
towers still flows in the veins of him by w^hom these lands are 
occupied.’ • 

‘ What am I to understand by that, sir Landamman ? ’ said 
Philipson. ‘ Are not you yourself the occupant of this place ? ’ 

‘ And you think, probably,’ answered Arnold, ‘ because I live 
like the other shepherds, wear homespun grey, and hold the 
plough with my own hands, I cannot be descended from a line 
of ancient nobility ? This land holds many such gentle peasants, 
sir merchant ; nor is there a more ancient nobility than that 
of which the remains arc to be found in my native country. 
But they have voluntarily resigned *the oppressive part of their 
feudal power, and are no longer regarded as wolves amongst 
the flock, but as sagacious mastiffs, who attend the sheep in 
time of peace, and are prompt in their defence when war 
threatens bur community.’ 

‘But,’ repeated the merchant, vrho could not yet reconcile 
himself to the idea that his plain and peasant-seeming host 
was a man of distinguished birth, ‘you bear not the name, 
worthy sir, of your fathers. They were, you say, the Counts 
of Geierstein, and you are ’ 

‘Arnold Kederman, at your command,’ answered the magis- 
trate, ‘ But know — if the knowledge can make you sup with 
more sense of dignity or comfort — I need but put on yonder 
old helmet, or, if that were too much trouble, I have only to 
stick a falcon’s feather into my cap, and call myself Arnold 
Count of Geierstein. No man could gainsay me ; though 
whether it would become my Lord Count to drive his bullocks 
to pasture, and whether his Excellency the High and Well^ 
twm without derogation, sow a field or r^ap are 

q[ueetic»is which should be settled beforehand. I see you 
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confounded, my respected guest, at my degeneracy; but the 
state of my family is very soon explained. 

*My lordly fathers ruled this same domain of Geierstein, 
which in their time was very extensive, much after the mode 
of feudal barons — that is, they were sometimes the protectors 
and patrons, but oftener the oppressors, of their subjects. But 
when my grandfather, Heinrich of Geierstein, flourished, he not 
only joined the Confederates to repel Ingelram de Couci and his 
roving bands, as I already told you, but, when the wars with 
Austria were renewed, and many of his degree joined with the 
host of the Emperor Leopold, my ancestor adopted the opposite 
side, fought in front of the Confederates, and contributed by 
his skill and valour to the decisive victory at Sempach, in 
which Leopold lost his life, and the flower of Austrian chivalry 
fell around him. My father. Count Williewald, followed the 
same course, both from inclination and policy. He united him- 
self closely with the state of Unterwalden, became a citizen of 
the Confederacy, and distinguished himself so much, that he 
was chosen landamman of the republic. He had two sons, 
myself and a younger brother, Albert; and possessed, as he 
felt himself, of a species of double character, he was desirous, 
perhaps unwisely — if I may censure the purpose of a deceased 
parent — that one of his sons should succeed him in his lordship 
of Geierstein, and the other support the less ostentatious, 
though not in my thought less honourable, condition of a free 
citizen of Unterwalden, possessing such influence among his 
equals in the canton as might be acquired by l^is father’s 
merits and his own. When AJbert was twelve years old, our 
father took us on a short excursion to Germany, where the 
form, pomp, and magnificence which we witnessed made a very 
different impression on the mind of my brother and on my 
own. What appeared to Albert the consummation of earthly 
splendour seemed to me a weary display of tiresome and 
useless ceremonials. Our father explained his purpose, and 
offered to me, as his eldest son, the large estate belonging to 
Geierstein, reserving such a jiortion of, the most fertile ground 
as might make my brother one of the w'ealthiest oitissens in a 
district where competence is esteemed \vealth. The tears 
gv^hed from Albert’s. eyes. “And must my brother/^ he said, 
“be a noble count, honoufed and followed by vassal aiid 
att^dants, and I a homespun peasant amcmg the 
shej^berds of Unterwalden? Ho, father, I reirpedt 
Knttl will not sacriflee my own rights. Geierstein is a held 
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of the empire, and the laws entitle me to my equal half of the 
lands. If my brother be Count of Geierstein, I am not the 
less Count Albert of Geierstein ; and I will appeal to the 
Emperor, rather than that the arbitrary will of one ancestor, 
though he be my father, shall cancel in me the rank and rights 
which I have derived from a hundred.” My father was greatly 
incensed. “Go,” he said, “proud boy, give the enen^ of thy 
country a pretext to interfere in her affairs : appeal to the will 
of a foreign prince from the pleasure of thy father. Go, but 
never again look me in the face, and dread my eternal male- 
diction ! ” Albert was about to reply with vehemence, when I 
entreated him to be silent and hear me speak. I had, I said, 
all my life loved the mountain better than the plain, had 
been more pleased to walk than to ride, more proud to con- 
tend with shepherds in their sports than with flobles in the 
lists, and happier in the village dance than among the feasts 
of the German nobles. “Let me, therefore,” I said, “be a 
citizen of the republic of Unterwalden — ^you will relieve me of 
a thousand cares ; and let my brother Albert *wear the coronet 
and bear the honours of Geierstein.” After some further dis- 
cussion, my father was at length contented to adopt my proposal, 
in order to attain the object which he had so much at heart. 
Albert was declared heir of his castle and his rank, by the 
title of Count Albert of Geierstein ; and I was placed in pos- 
session of these fields and fertile meadows amidst which my 
house is situated, and my neighbours called me Arnold 
Biedermari.’ 

‘And if Biederman,’ said the merchant, ‘means, as I under- 
stand the word, a man of worth, candour, and generosity, I 
know none on whom the epithet could be so justly conferred. 
Yet let me observe, that I praise the conduct which, in your 
circumstances, I could not have bowed my spirit to practise. 
Proceed, 1 pray you, with the history of your house, if the 
recital be not painful to you.’ 

‘ I have little more to say,’ replied the Landamman. ‘ My 
father died soon after the settlement of his estate in the 
maimer I have told you. My brother had other possessions 
in Swabia and Westphalia, and seldom visited his paternal 
castle> which was chiefly occupied by a seneschal, a man so 
obnoxious to the vassals of the family that^ but for the protec- 
tion afforded by my near residence and relationship with his 
lord, he would have been plucked out of the Vulture’s. N^st, 
and treated with as little ceremony as if he had been the 
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vulture himself. Neither, to say the truth, did my brother's 
occasional visits to Geierstein afford his vassals much relief, or 
acquire any popularity for himself. He heard with the ears 
and saw with the eyes of his cruel and interested steward, Ital 
Sohreckenwald, and would not listen even to my interference 
and admonitioh. Indeed, though he always demeaned himself 
with personal kindness towards me, I believe he considered me 
as a dull and poor-spirited clown, who had disgraced my noble 
blood by my mean propensities. He showed contempt on 
every occasion for the prejudices of his countrymen, and par- 
ticularly by wearing a peacock’s feather in public, and causing 
his followers to display the same badge, though the cognizance 
of the house of Austria, and so unpopular in this country, that 
men have been put to death for no better reason than for 
carrying it it their caps. In the meantime I was married to 
my Bertha, now a saint in Heaven, by whom I had six stately 
sons, five of whom you saw surrounding my table this day. 
Albert also married. His wife was a lady of rank in West- 
phalia, but his bVidal-bed was less fruitful : 'he had only one 
daughter, Anne of Geierstein. Then came on the wars between 
the city of Zurich and our Forest Cantons, in which so much 
blood was shed, and when our brethren of Zurich were so ill- 
advised as to embrace the alliance of Austria. Their Emperor 
strained every nerve to avail himself of the favourable oppor- 
tunity afforded by the disunion of the Swiss, and engaged all with 
whom he had influence to second his efforts. With my brother 
he was but too successful ; for Albert not only took arms in 
the Emperor’s cause, but admitted into the strong fortress of 
Geierstein a band of Austrian soldiers, with whom the wicked 
Ital Schreckenwald laid waste the whole country, excepting my 
little patrimony.’ 

* It catne to a severe pass with you, my worthy host,’ said 
the merchant, ‘ since you were to decide against the cause of 
your country or that of your brother.’ 

‘I did not hesitate,’ continued Arnold Biederman. ‘My 
brother was in the Emperor’s army, and I was not tbereforo 
reduced to act personally against him*, but I 
agaimt the robbers and thieves with whom fead 

filled my father’s house. /It was waged with 
ThO seneschal, during my abepnce, burnt down 
my youngest son, who died, alas 1 in defOia^JO 

It is little to add, that my landi^ my 

destroyed. On the other hand, I succeeded# .Witii , help 



ANNE OF GBIERSTEIN 


5 ? 

of a body of the peasants of Unterwalden, in storming the 
Castle of Geierstein. It was offered back to me by the Con- 
federates ; but I had no desire to sully the fair cause in which 
I had assumed arms, by enriching myself at the expense of my* 
brother; and besides, to have dwelt in that guarded hold 
would have been a penance to one the sole protectors of whoi^ 
house of late years had been a latch and a shepherd’s cur. 
The castle was therefore dismantled, as you see, by order of 
the elders of the canton ; and I even 'think that, considering 
the uses it was too often- put to, I look with more pleasure on 
the rugged remains of Geierstein than I ever did when it was 
entire and apparently impregnable.’ 

‘ I can understand your feelings,’ said the Englishman, 

‘ though I repeat, my virtue would not perhaps have extended 
so far beyond the circle of my family affections. *Your brother, 
what said he to your patriotic exertions ? ’ 

‘He was, as I learnt,’ answered the Landamman, ‘dreadfully 
incensed, having no doubt been informed that I had taken his 
castle with a view to my own aggrandismenfc. He even swore 
he would renounce my kindred, seek me through the battle, 
and slay me with his own hand. We were, in fact, both at the 
battle of Freyenbach, but my brother was prevented from 
attempting the execution of his vindictive purpose by a wound 
from an arrow, which occasioned his being carried out of the 
m^lee. I was afterwards in the bloody and melancholy fight at 
Mount Hirzel, aiwi that other onslaught at the chapel of St. 
Jacob, which brought our brethren of Zurich to terms, and 
reduced •Austria once more to the necessity of making peace ’ 
with us. After this war of thirteen years, the Diet passed 
sentence of banishment for life on my brother Albert, and 
would have deprived him of his possessions, but forbore in con- 
sideration of what they thought my good service. When the 
sentence was intimated to the Com^t of Geierstein, he returned 
an answer of defiance ; yet a singular circumstance showed us 
not long ^/fterwards that he retained an attachment to his 
countiy, and, amidst his resentment against me his brother, did 
Jnstic^ to my unalterod affection for him.’ 

would pledge my credit,’ said the merchant, ‘that what 
foUowjS relates to yonder fair maiden, your niece 1 ’ 

'You guess rightly,* said the^Landamman. ‘For some time 
WQ heardf though indistinctly — for we have, as you know, but 
little communication with foreign countries — ^that my brother 
Was high in favour at the court of the .Empet^or, but latterly 
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that he had fallen under suspicion, and, in the course of some 
of those revolutions common at the coprts of princes, had been, 
driven into exile. It was shortly after this news, and, as I 
think, more than seven years ago, that I was returning from 
hunting on the further side of the river, had passed the narrow 
bridge as usual, and was walking through the courtyard which 
we have lately left (for their walk was now turned homeward), 
when a voice said, in the German language, “ Uncle, have com- 
passion upon me 1 ” As I looked around, I beheld a girl of ten 
years old approach timidly from the shelter of the ruins and 
kneel down at my feet. Uncle, spare my life,” she said, hold- 
ing up her little hands in the act of supplication, while mortal 
terror was painted upon her countenance. “ Am I your uncle, 
little maiden ? ” said I ; “ and if I am, why should you fear 
me?” “Because you are the head of the wicked and base 
clowns who delight to spill noble blood,” replied the girl, with 
a courage which surprised me. “ What is your name, my little 
maiden?” said I; “and who, having planted in your mind 
opinions so unfavourable to your kinsman, has brought you 
hither, to see if he resembles the picture you have received of 
him ? ” “ It was Ital Schreckenwald that brought me hither,” 

said the girl, only half comprehending the nature of my ques- 
tion. “ Ital Schreckenwald ! ” I repeated, shocked at the name 
of a wretch I have so much reason to hate. A voice from the 
ruins, like that of a sullen echo from the grave, answered, “ Ital 
Schreckenwald ! ” and the caitiff issued from his place of con- 
cealment, .and stood before me, with that singular indiffer- 
ence to danger which he unites to his atrocity of character. 

I had my spiked mountain -staff in my hand — what should 
I have done, or what would you have done, under like 
circumstances ? ^ 

‘ I would have laid him on the earth, with his skull shivered 
like an icicle ! ’ said the Englishman, fiercely. 

‘I had wellnigh done so,’ replied the Swiss, ^but he was 
unarmed, a messenger from my brother, and therefore no object 
of revenge. His own undismayed and audacious conduct con- 
tributed to save him. “Let the vassal of the nobla and 
high-born ^Count of. Geierstein hear the words of his master, 
and let him look that, they are obeyed,” said the inirf^ttt 
, ruffian. “ Doff thy cap and listen ; for, though the voice is mine, 
\he words are those of the noble count.” “God and man 
%now,” replied I, “if I owe my brother respect or homage ; it 
is much if, in respect for him, I defer pajdng to his messenger 
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the meed I dearly owe him. Proceed with thy tale, and rid me 
of thy hateful presence.” “Albert Count of Geierstein, thy 
lord and my lord,” proceeded Schreckqnwald, “ having on his 
hand wars and other affairs of weight, sends his daughter, the 
Countess Anne, to thy charge, and graces thee So far as to 
entrust to thee her support and nurture, until it shall suit his 
purposes to require her back from thee ; and he desires that 
thou apply to her maintenance the rents and profits of the 
lands of Geierstein, which thou hast usurped from him.” “ Ital 
Schreckenwald,” I replied, “ I will not stop to ask if this mode 
of addressing me be according to my brother's directions or 
thine own ansolent pleasure. If circumstances have, as thou 
sayest, deprived my niece of her natural protector, I will be to 
her as a father, nor shall she want aught which I have to give 
her. The lands of Geierstein are forfeited to 4he state, the 
castle is ruinous, as thou seest, and it is much of thy crimes 
that the house of my fathers is desolate. But where I dwell 
Anne of Geierstein shall dwell, as my children fare shall she 
fare, and she shall be to me as a daughter. And now thou 
hast thine errand. Go hence, if thou lovest thy life; for it is 
unsafe parleying with the father when thy hands are stained 
with the blood of the son.” The wretch retired as I spoke, 
but took his leave with his usual determined insolence of 
manner. “ Farewell,” he said, , “ Count of the Plough and 
Harrow — farewell, noble companion of paltry burghers ! ” He 
disappeared, and teleased me from tho strong temptation under 
which I laboured, and which urged me to stain with his blood 
the plade which had witnessed his cruelty and his crimes. , I 
conveyed my niece to my house, and soon convinced her that I 
was her sincere friend. I inured her, as if she had been my 
daughter, to all our mountain exercises; and while she excels 
in these the damsels of the district, there burst from her such 
sparkles of sense and courage, mingled with delicacy, as belong 
not — I must needs own the truth — to the simple maidens of 
these wild hills, but relish of a nobler stem and higher breed- 
ing. Yet they are so happily mixed with simplicity and 
courtesy, that Anne 6f Geierstein is justly considered as the 
pride of .the district; nor do I doubt but that, if she should 
make a worthy choice of a husband, the state would assign hir 
a large dower out of her fatherjs possessions, sinde it is not our 
maxim to punish the child for the faults of the parent.' 

* It will naturally be your anxious desire, my worthy host^’ 
replied the Englishman, ‘ to secure to your niece, in whose 
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praises I have deep cause to join with a gtateM voice, such a 
suitable match as her birth and expectation^, but above all her 
merit, demand.’ 

,‘It is, my good guest,’ said the Landamman, ‘that which 
hath often occupied my thoughts. The over-near relationship 
prohibits what would have been my most earnest desire, the 
hope of seeing her wedded to one of my own sons. This young 
man, Rudolph Donnerhugel, is brave, and highly esteemed by 
his fellow-citizens ; but more ambitious, and more desirous of 
distinction, than I would desire for my niece’s companion 
through life. His temper is violent, though his heart, I trusty 
is good. But I am like to be unpleasantly released from all 
care on this score, since my brother, having, as it seemed, for- 
gotten Anne for seven years and upwards, has, by a letter 
which I havc^) lately received, demanded that she shall be re- 
stored to him. You can read, my worthy sir, for your profes- 
sion requires it. See, here is the scroll, coldly worded, but far 
less unkindly than his unbrotherly message by Ital Schrecken- 
wald. Read it, I pray" you, aloud.’ 

The merchant read accordingly. 

‘ “ Brother — I thank you for the care you have taken of my 
daughter, for she has been in safety when she would otherwise 
have been in peril, and kindly used when she would have been 
in hardship. I now entreat you to restore her to me, and 
trust that she will come with the virtues which become a 
woman in every station, and a disposition to lay aside the habits 
of a Swiss villager for the graces of a high -bom •maiden. 
Adieu. I thank you once more for your care, and would repay 
it were it in my power; but you need nothing I can give, 
having renounced the rank to which you were born, and made 
your nest on the ground, where the storm passes over you. I 
rest your brother, GRiBRSTBnsr.” 

It is addressed “ To Count Arnold of Geierstein, called Arnold 
Biederman.” A postscript requires you to send the mai^U to 
court of the Duke of Burgundy. This, good sir^ 
to Wib the language of a haughty man, divided boWtIt 
iNM>UootiOn of old offence and recent obligation. 

Ihj^ messenger was that of ^ malicious vassal^ of 

v^ril^ his own spite under pretence of doing 

‘1,1^ receive both,’ replied Arnold Biederman. 
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‘And do you intend/ continued the merchant, ‘to resign 
this beautiful and interesting creature to the conduct of her 
father, wilful as he seems to be, without knowing what bis 
condition is, or what his power of protecting her ? * 

The Landamman hastened to reply. ‘ The tie which unites 
the parent to the child is the earliest and the miost hallowed 
that hinds the human race. The difficulty of her travelling in 
safety has hitherto prevented my attempting to carry my 
brother's instructions into execution. But, as I am now likely 
to journey in person towards the court of Charles, I have 
determined that Anne shall accompany me; and as I will 
myself converse with my brother, whom I have not seen for 
many years, I shall learn his purpose respecting his daughter, 
and it may be I may prevail on Albert to suffer her to remain 
under my charge. And now, sir, having told yoi> of my family 
affairs at some greater length than was necessary, I must crave 
your attention, as a wise man, to what farther I have to say. 
You know the disposition which young men and women natur- 
ally have to talk, jest, and sport with e^ch cfther, out of which 
practice arise often more serious attachments, which they call 
loving par amours, I trust, if we are to travel together, you 
will ^0 school your young man as to make him* aware that 
Anne of Geierstein cannot, with propriety on her part, be made 
the object of his thoughts or attentions.’ 

The merchant coloured with resentment, or something like 
it. ‘I asked not' to join your company, sir Landamman — it 
was you who requested mine,’ he said ; ‘ if my son and I have 
since become in any respect the objects of your suspicion, we 
will gladly pursue our way separately.’ 

‘ Nay, be not angry, worthy guest,’ said the Landamman ; 

‘ wo Switzers do not mshly harbour suspicions ; and that we 
may liot harbour them, we speak respecting the circumstances 
out of which they might arise more plainly than is the wont of 
more civilised countries. When I proposed to you to be my 
companion on the journey, to speak the truth, though it may 
displejsw a father’s ear, I regarded your son as a soft, faint- 
youth, who w£^, as yet at least, too timid and milky- 
blooded tp attract cither respect or regard from the maidens. 
Bat a few hours have presented him to us in the character of 
such a one as is sure to interest^ them. He has accomplished 
the empiise of the bow, long thought unattainable, and with 
which a popular report connects an idle prophecy. He has wit 
to make verses, and knows doubtless how to recommend himself 
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by other accomplishments which bind young persons to each 
o&er, though they are lightly esteemed by nien whose beards 
are mixed with grey, like yours, friend merchant, and mine 
own. Now, you must be aware that, since my brother broke 
terms with me simply for preferring the freedom of a Swiss 
citizen to the tawdry and servile condition of a German courtier, 
he will not approve of any one looking towards his daughter 
who hath not the advantage of noble blood, or who hath what 
he would call debased himself by attention to merchandise, to 
the cultivation of land — in a word, to any art that is useful. 
Should your son love Anne of Geierstein, he prepares for himself 
danger and disappointment. And, now you know the whole, I 
ask you — Do we travel together or apart ? ^ 

‘Even as ye list, my worthy host,’ said Philipgon, in an 
indifferent toi^ ; ‘ for me, I can but say that such an attach- 
ment as you speak of would be as contrary to my wishes as to 
those of your brother, or what I suppose are your own. Arthur 
Philipson has duties to perform totally inconsistent with his 
playing the gentle baciielor to any maiden in Switzerland, take 
Germany to boot, whether of high or low degree. He is an 
obedient son, besides — hath never seriously disobeyed my com- 
mands, and.l will have an eye upon his motions.’ 

‘ Enough, my friend,’ said the Laiidamman ; ‘ we travel 
together, then, and I willingly keep my original purpose, being 
both pleased and instructed by your discourse.’ 

Then, changing the conversation, he began to ask whether 
his acquaintance thought that the league entered into by the 
King of England and the Duke of Burgundy would *continue 
stable. ‘ We hear much,’ continued the Swiss, ‘ of the immense 
army with which King hid ward proposes the recovery of the 
English dominions in France.’ 

‘ I am well aware,’ said Philipson, ‘ that nothing can be so 
popular in my country as the invasion of France, and the 
attempt to reconquer Normandy, Maine, and Gascony, the 
ancient appanages of our English crown. But I greatly doubt 
whether the voluptuous usurper who now calls himself king 
will be graced by Heaven with success €n such ah 
This fourth Edward is brave indeed, and has gain^ evei’y 
battle in which he drew his 'sword, and they have be^i ; many 
4n ntenber. But since he reaphed, through a bloody path, to 
,^the summit of his ambition, ho has shown hims^f tattior a 
sensual debauchee than a valiant knight; and ii ia my firm 
belief that not even the chance of recovering all the ^ir 
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dominions which were lost during the civil wars excited by his 
ambitious house will tempt him to exchange the soft beds of 
London, with sheets of silk and pillows of down, and the music 
of a dying lute to lull him to rest, for the turf of France and 
the reveille of an alarm trumpet.* 

‘ It is the better for us should it prove so,* said the Landam* 
man ; ‘ for if England and Burgundy were to dismember France, 
as in our father*^ days was nearly accomplished, Duke Charles 
would then have leisure to exhaust his long-hoarded vengeance 
against our confederacy.’ * 

As they conversed thus, they attained once more the lawn 
ill frpnt of Arnold Biederman’s mansion, where the contention 
of the young men had given place to the dance performed by 
the young persons of both sexes. The dance was led by Anne 
of Geierstein and the youthful stranger; which^ although it 
was the most natural arrangement, where the one was a guest 
and the other represented the mistress of the family, occasioned 
the Landamman’s exchanging a glance with the elder Philipson, 
as if it had held some relation to the suspicions he had recently 
expressed. 

But so soon as her uncle and his elder guest appeared, 
Anno of Geierstein took the earliest opportunity of a pause to 
break off the dance, and to enter into conversation with her 
kinsman, as if on the domestic affairs under her attendance. 
Philipson observed that his host listened seriously to his 
niece’s communication ; and, nodding in his frank manner, 
seemed to intimate that her request should receive a favourable 
consideration. 

The family were presently afterwards summoned to attend 
the everting meal, which consisted chiefly of the excellent fish 
afforded by the neighbouring streams and lakes. A large cup, 
containing what was called the schLaftrunk, or sleeping drink, 
then went round, which was first quaffed by the master of the 
houseliold, then modestly tasted by the maiden, next pledged 
by the two strangers, and finally emptied by the rest of the 
company. Such were then the sober manners of the Swiss, 
afterwards much corrupted by their intercourse with more 
luxurious regions. The guests were conducted to the sleeping- 
apartments, where Philipson and young Arthur occupied the 
same couch, and shortly after ^he whole inhabitants of the 
household were locked in sound repose. 



CHAPTER VI 

When we two meet, we meet like rushing torrents ; 

Like warring winds, like flames from various points, 

That mate each other’s fury — there is nought 
Of elemental strife, were fiends to guide it. 

Can match the wrath of man. 

Frcnaud. 

The elder of our two travellers, tliongli a strong man and 
familiar with fatigue, slept sounder and longer than usual on 
the morning which Was now beginning to dawn, but his sou 
Arthur had that upon his mind which early interrupted his 
repose. 

The encounter with the bold Switzer, a chosen man of a 
renowned race of warriors, was an engagement which, in the 
opinion of the period in which he lived, was not to be delayed 
or broken. He left his father’s side, avoiding as much as 
possible the risk of disturbing him, though even in that case 
the circumstance would not have excited any attention, as he 
'was in the habit of rising early, in order to make preparations 
for the day’s journey, to see that the guide was on his duty, 
and that the mule had his provender, and to discharg6 similar 
oflSces which might otherwise have given trouble to his father. 
The old man, however, fatigued with the exertions of the pre- 
ceding day, slept, as we have said, more soundly than his wont, 
and Arthur, arming himself with his good sword, sallied out to 
the lawn in front of the Landamman’s dwelling, amid the magic 
dawn of a beautiful harvest morning in the Swiss mountains. 

The flun was just about to kiss the top of the moat gigantic 
of tliat race of Titans, though the long shadows stOl lay bh the 
rough grass, which crisped' under the young man’s feet witli a 
dtrohS intimation of frost, put Arthur looked not roimd ou 
the laiidsca^, however lovely, which lay waiting ^one flash from 
the orb of day to start into brilliant existence. Ho drew the 
belt of his trusty sword which he wa.s in the act of fastening 
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when he left the house, and ere he had secured the bxickle, he 
was many paces on his way towards the place where he was to 
use it. 

It was still the custom of that military period to regard a 
summons to combat as a sacred engagement, preferable to all 
others which could be formed; and stifling whatever inward 
feelings of reluctance nature might oppose to the dictates of 
fashion, the step' of a gallant to the place of encounter was 
required to be as free and ready as if he had been going to a 
bridal. I do not know whether this alacrity was altogether 
real on the part of Arthur Philipson ; but if it were otherwise, 
neither his look nor pace betrayed the secret. 

Having hastily traversed the fields and groves which 
separated the Landamman’s residence from the old castle of 
Geierstein, he entered the courtyard from the side where the 
castle overlooked the land ; and nearly in the same instant his 
almost gigantic antagonist, who looked yet more tall and burly 
by the pale morning light than he had seemed the preceding 
evening, appeared ascending from the precaribus bridge beside 
the torrent, liaving reached Geierstein by a different route from 
that pursued by the P]ngli8hman. 

The young champion of Berne had hanging along his back 
one of those huge two-handed swords the blade of which 
measured five feet, and which were wielded with both hands. 
These were almost universally used by the Swiss ; for, besides 
the impression which such weapons Were calculated to make 
upon the array of the German men-at-arms, whose armour was 
impenetrable to lighter swords, they were also well calculated 
to defend mountain passes, where the great bodily strength 
and agility of those wdio bore them enabled the combatants, in 
spite of their weight and length, to use them with much 
address and effect. One of these gigantic swords hung round 
Rudolph Donnerhugers neck, the point rattling against his 
heel, and the handle extending itself over his left shoulder, 
considerably above his head. He carried another in his 
liand. 

‘Thou art punctual,^ he called out to Arthur Philipson, in 
a voice which was distinctly heard above the roar of the 
waterfall, which it seemed to rival in sullen force. ‘But I 
judged thou wouldst come without a two-handed sword. There 
is my kinsman Ernest's,' he said, throwing on the ground the 
weapon which he carried, with the hilt towards the young 
Englishman, ^ Look, stranger, that thou disgrace it not, for 
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my kinsman will never forgive me if thou dost. Or thou 
mayst have mine if thou likest it better.’ 

The Englishman looked at the weapon with some surprise, 
to the use of which he was totally unaccustomed. 

‘ The challenger,’ he said, ‘ in .all countries where honour is 
known accepts the arms of the challenged.’ 

‘He who fights on a Swiss mountain fights with a Swiss 
brand,’ answered Rudolph, ‘ Think you our hands are made 
to handle penknives ? ’ 

‘Nor are ours made to wield scythes,’ said Arthur; and 
muttered betwixt his teeth, as he looked at the sword, which 
the Swiss continued to offer him — ‘ Timm non haheo : I have 
not proved the weapon.’ 

‘Do you repent the bargain you have made?’ said the 
Swiss ; ‘ if s<s^, cry craven, and return in safety. Speak plainly, 
instead of prattling Latin like a clerk or a shaven monk.’ 

‘No, proud man,’ replied the Englishman, ‘I ask thee no 
forbearance. I thought but of a combat between a shepherd 
and a giant, in 'which God gave the victory to him who had 
worse odds of weapons than falls to my lot to-day. I will fight 
as I stand : my own good sword shall serve my need now, as 
it has done before.’ 

‘ Content 1 But blame not me who offered thee equality of 
weapons,’ said the mountaineer. ‘ And now hear me. This is 
a fight for life or death ; yon waterfall sounds the alarum for 
our conflict. Yes, old ^bellower,’ he continued, looking back, 

‘ it is long since thou hast heard the noise of battle. And look 
at it ere we begin, stranger, for, if you fall, I will commit your 
body to its waters.’ 

‘And if thou f all’s t, proud Swiss,’ answered Arthur, ‘as 
well I trust thy presumption leads to destruction, I will have 
thee buried in the church at Einsiedlen, where the priests 
shall sing masses for thy soul; thy two-handed sword shall 
be displayed above thy grave, and a scroll shall tell the pass- 
enger, “ Here lies a bear’s cub of Berne, slain by Arthur the 
Englishman.” ’ 

‘ The Intone is not in Switzerland, rocky as it is,’ said Rudolph, 
scoruftilly, ‘ that shall bear that inscription. Prepare thyself 
for battle.' 

> The Englishman cast a calm and deliberate glance around 
the t^ene/of action — ^a courtyard, partly open, partly cncurn- 
with ruins, in less and larger masses, 

^Methinks,’ said be to himself, ‘a master of his weapon, 
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with the instructions of Bottaferma of Florence in his remem- 
brance, a light heart, a good blade, a firm hand, and a just 
cause, might make up a worse odds than two feet of steel/ 

Thinking thus, and imprinting on his mind, as much as the 
time would permit, every circumstance of the locality around 
him which promised advantage in the combat, and taking his 
station in the middle of the courtyard where the ground was 
entirely clear, he flung his cloak from' him and drew his 
sword. 

Kudolph had at first believed that his foreign antagonist 
was an effeminate youth, who would be swept from before 
him at the first flourish of his tremendous weapon. But 
the firm and watchful attitude assumed by the young man 
reminded the Swiss of the deficiencies of his own unwieldy 
implement, and made him determine to avoid any precipitation 
which might give advantage to an enemy who seemed both 
daring and vigilant. Ho unsheathed his huge sword, by drawing 
it over the left shoulder — an operation jvhicji required some 
little time, and might have offered formidable advantage to his 
antagonist, had Arthur’s sense of honour permitted him to 
begin the attack ere it was completed. The Englishman re- 
mained firm, however, until the Swiss, displaying his bright 
bmnd to the morning sun, made three or four flourishes as if 
to prove its weight and the facility with which he wielded it, 
tlien stood firm within sword-stroke of his adversary, grasping 
his weapon with both hands, and advancing it a little before 
bis body, with the blade pointed straight upwards. The 
Englishman, on the contrary, carried his sword in one hand, 
holding it across his face in a horizontal position, so as to be 
at once ready to strike, thrust, or parry. 

‘ Strike, Englishman ! ’ said the Switzer, after they had con- 
fronted each other in this manner for about a minute. 

‘The longest sword should strike first,’ said Arthur; and - 
the words had not left his mouth when the Swiss sword rose, 
and descended with a rapidity which, the weight and size of 
the weapon considered, appeared portentous. No parry, how- 
ever dexterously interposed, could have baffled the ruinous 
descent of that dreadful weapon, by which the champion of 
Benie had hoped at once to begin the battle and end it. But 
young Philipson had not over-estinmted the justice of his own eye 
or the activity of his limbs. Ere the blade descended, a sudden 
spring to one side carried him from beneath its heavy sway, 
and before the Swiss could again raise his sword aloft, he 
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hast taught me a trick of fence, and when we have broken our 
fast, we will, by your leave, to the forest, where I will teach 
you a trick of woodcraft in return. When your foot hath half 
the experience of your hand, and your eye hath gained a portion 
of the steadiness of your heart, you will not find many hunters 
to match you.' 

Arthur, with all the ready confidence of youth, readily em- 
braced a proposition so frankly made, and before they reached 
the house various subjects of sport were eagerly discussed 
between them, with as much cordiality as if no disturbance of 
their concord had taken place. 

‘ Now this,* said the Landamman, ‘ is as it should be. I am 
ever ready to forgive the headlong impetuosity of our youth, if 
they will be but manly and open in their reconciliation, and bear 
their heart on their tongue, as a true Swiss should.* 

‘ These two youths had made but wild work of it, however,* 
said Philipson, ‘ had not your care, my worthy host, learned of 
their rendezvous, and called me to assist in breaking their 
purpose. . May I ask how it came to your knowledge so 
opportunely ? * 

* It was e*en through means of my domestic fairy,* answered 
Arnold Biederman, ‘ who seems born for the good luck of my 
family — I mean my niece, Anne, who had observed a glove 
exchanged betwixt the two young braggadocios, and heard them 
mention Geierstein and break of day. 0, sir, it is much to see 
a woman*s sharpness of wit ! It would have been long enough 
ere any of my thick-headed sons had shown themselves so 
apprehensive.* 

‘ I think I see our propitious protectress peeping at us from 
yonder high ground,* said Philipson; ‘but it seems as if she 
would willingly observe us without being seen in return.* 

‘ Ay,* said the Landamman, ‘ she has been looking out to see 
that there has been no hurt done ; and now, 1 warrant me, the 
foolish girl is ashamed of having shown such a laudable degree 
of interest in a matter of the kind.* 

‘Methinks,* said the Englishman, 'I would willingly return 
my thanks, in your presence, to the tair maiden to whom I 
have been so highly indebted.* 

‘There can be no better time than the present,’ sfxid the 
Landamman; and he sent through the groves the maiden’s 
name, in one of those shrilly accented tt^nes which we have 
already noticed. 

Anne of Geierstein, as Philipson had before observed/ was 
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stationed upon a knoll at some distance, and concealed, as she 
thought, , from notice by a screen of brushwood. She started 
at her uncle^s summons, therefore, but presently obeyed it; 
and, avoiding the young men, who passed on foremost, she 
joined the Landamman and Philipson by a circuitous path 
through the woods. * 

‘ My worthy friend and guest would speak with you, Anne,^ 
said the Landamman, so soon as the morhing greeting had been 
exchanged. The Swiss maiden coloured over brow as well as 
cheek when Philipson, with a grace which seemed beyond his 
calling, addressed her in these words — 

‘It happens sometimes to us merchants, my fair young 
friend, that*Ve are unlucky enough not to possess means for 
the instant defraying of our debts; but he is justly held 
amongst us as the meanest of mankind who does* not acknow- 
ledge them. Accept, therefore, the thanks of a father whose 
son your courage, only yesterday, saved from destruction, and 
whom your prudence has, this very moniin^, rescued from a 
great danger. And grieve me not by refusing to wear these 
ear-rings,’ ho added, producing a small jewel-case, which he 
opened as he spoke; ‘they are, it is tnie, only of pearls, 
but they have not been thought unworthy the ears of a 
countess ’ 

‘ And must, therefore,’ said the old Landamman, ‘ show mis- 
])laced on the person of a Swiss maiden of Unterwalden; for 
such and no more is my niece Anno while she resides in my 
solitude. Methinks, good Master Philipson, you display less 
than your, usual judgment in matching the quality of your 
gifts with the rank of her on whom they are bestowed ; as a 
merchant, too, you should remember that large guerdons will 
lighten your gains.’ 

‘ Let me crave your pardon, my good host,’ answered the 
l^kiglishman, ‘ while I reply, that at least I have consulted my 
own sense of the obligation under which I labour, and have 
chosen, out of what I have at my free disposal, that which I 
thought might best express it. I trust the host whom I have 
found hitherto so kind will not prevent this young maiden 
from accepting what is at least not unbecoming the rank she is 
born to ; and you will judge me unjustly if you think me 
capable of doing either myself oriyou the wrong of offering any 
token of a value beyond what I can well spare.’ 

The Landamman took the jewel-case into his own hand. 

‘ I have ever set my countenance,’ he said, ‘ against gaudy 
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gems, which are leading us daily further astray from the sim- 
plicity of our fathers and mothers. And yet/ he added, with a 
good-humoured smile, and holding one of the ear-rings close to 
his relation's face, ‘ the ornaments do set off the wench rarely, 
and they say, girls have more pleasure in wearing such toys 
than grey-hailed men can comprehend ; wherefore, dear Anne, 
as thou hast deserved a dearer trust in a greater matter, I 
refer thee entirely to thine own wisdom, to accept of our good 
friend's costly present and wear it or not as thou thinkest fit.' 

‘ Since such is your pleasure, my best friend and kinsman,' 
said the young maiden, blushing as she spoke, ‘ I will not give 
pain to our valued guest by refusing what he desires so earnestly 
that I should accept ; but, by his leave, good unclSj and yours, 
I will bestow these splendid ear-rings on the shrine of Our Lady 
of Einsiedlen; to express our general gratitude to her protecting 
favour, which has been around us in the terrors of yesterday's 
storm and the alarms of this morning's discord.' 

* By Our Lady, the wench speaks sensibly ! ' said the Land- 
amman; ‘and her- wisdom has applied the boimty well, my 
good guest, to bespeak prayers for thy family and mine, and 
for the general peace of Unterwalden. Go to, Anne, thou shalt 
have a necklace of jet at next shearing-feast, if our fleeces bear 
any price in the market.' 



CHAPTER VII 


Let him who will not proffer’d peace receive 
Be sated with the plagues which war can give ; 

And well thy hatred of the peace is known, 

If now thy soul reject the friendship shown. 

Hoole’s Tasso. 

The confidence betwixt the Landamman and the English mer- 
chant appeared to increase during the course of a few busy days, 
which occurred before that appointed for the commencement of 
their journey to the court of Charles of l^urgundy. The state 
of Europe, and of the Helvetian Confederacy, has been already 
alluded to ; but, for the distinct explanation of our story, may 
be here briefly recapitulated. 

In the interval of a week, whilst the English travellers 
remained at Geierstein, meetings or diets were held, as well of 
the City Cantons of the Confederacy as of those of the Forest. 
The former, aggrieved by the taxes imposed on their commerce 
by the Duke of Burgundy, rendered yet more intolerable by 
the violence of the agents whom he employed in such oppres- 
sion, were eager for war, in which they had hitherto uniformly 
found victory and wealth. Many of them w^ere also privately 
instigated to arms by the largesses of Louis XI., who spared 
neither intrigues nor gold to effect a breach betwixt these 
dauntless confederates and his formidable enemy, Charles the 
Bold, 

On the other hand, there were many reasons which appeared 
to render it impolitic for •the Switzers to engage in war with 
one of the most wealthy, most obstinate, and most powerful 
princes ih Europe — for such unquestionably was Charles of 
Burgtmdy — without the existence of some strong reason affect- . 
ing their own honour and independence. Every day brought 
fresh intelligenoe from the interior, , that Edward the Fourth 
of England had entered into a strict and intimate alliance, 
offensive and defensive, with the Duke of Burgundy, and that :: 
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ifc was the purpose of the English king, • renowned for his 
numerous victories over the rival house of Lancaster, by which, 
after various reverses, he had obtained undisputed possession 
of the throne, to reassert his claims to those provinces of 
France so long held by his ancestors. It seemed as if this 
alone were wanting to his fame, and that, having subdued his 
internal enemies, he now turned his eyes to the regaining of 
those rich and valuable foreign possessions which had been lost 
during the administration of the feeble Henry VI. and the civil 
discords so dreadfully prosecuted in the wars of the White and 
Red Roses. It was universally known that, throughout England 
generally, the loss of the French provinces was felt as a 
national degradation ; and that not only the nobility, who had 
in consequence been deprived of the large fiefs which they had 
held in Normandy, Gascony, Maine, and Anjou, but the war- 
like gentry, accustomed to gain both fame and wealth at the 
expense of France, and the fiery yeomanry, whose bows had 
decided so many fatal battles, were as eager to renew the con- 
flict as their ancestors of Cressy, Poitiers, and Agincourt had 
been to follow their sovereign to the fields of victory, on which 
their deeds had conferred deathless renown. 

The latest and most authentic intelligence bore, that the 
King of England was on the point of passing to France in 
person (an invasion rendered easy by his possession of Calais), 
with an army superior in numbers and discipline to any wnth 
which an English monar6h had ever before entered that king- 
dom; that ail the hostile preparations were completed, and 
that the arrival of Edward might instantly be expected ; whilst 
the powerful co-operation of the Duke of Burgundy, and the 
assistance of numerous disaffected French noblemen in the 
provinces which had been so long under the English dominion, 
threatened a fearful issue of the war to Louis XI., sagacious, 
wise, and powerful as that prince unquestionably was. 

It would no doubt have been the wisest policy of Charles of 
Burgundy, when thus engaging in an alliance against his most 
formidable neighbour, and hereditary as well as personal 
enemy, to have avoided all cause of quaVrel with the Helvetian 
Conf^eraoy, a poor but most warlike people, who already had 
been taught by repeated successes to feel that their hardy 
infantry eould, if necessa^, engage on terms of e^uidity, or 
eyasi of advantage, the flower of that chivafiy had 

hitherto been considered as forming the strength of Bwpean 
battle. But the measures of Charles, whom fortune had 
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opposed to the most astucious and politic mona^h of his time, 
we 3 ^e always dictated by passionate feeling and impulse, rather 
than by a judicious consideration of the circumstances in which 
he stem. Haughty, proud, and uncompromising, though 
neither destitute of honour nor generosity, he despised and 
hated what' he termed the paltry associations of herdsmen and 
shepherds, united with a few towns which subsisted chiefly by 
commerce ; and instead of courting the Helvetian cahtons, like 
his crafty enemy, or at least afibrding them no ostensible pre- 
tence of quarrel, he omitted no opportunity of showing the 
disregard and contempt in which he held their upstart conse- 
quence, and of evincing the secret longing which he entertained 
to take vengeance upon them for the quantity of noble blood 
which they had shed, and to compensate the repeated successes 
they had gained over the feudal lords, of whom he imagined 
himself the destined avenger. 

The Duke of BurgundyC possessions in the Alsatian terri- 
tory afforded him many opportunities for wreaking his dis- 
pleasure upon the Swiss League. The li£tle castle and town of 
Ferette, lying within ten or eleven miles of B41e, served as a 
thoroughfare to the traffic of Berne and Sol cure, the two 
principal towns of the confederation. In this place the Duke 
posted a governor, or seneschal, who was also an administrator 
of the revenue, and seemed born on purpose to be the plague 
and scourge of his republican neighbours. 

Archibald von Hagenbach was a German noble, whose pos- 
sessions lay in Swabia, and was universally esteemed one of the 
fiercest arid most lawless of that frontier nobility known by 
the name of robber-knights and robber-counts. These digni- 
taries, liecause they held their fiefs of the Holy Roman Empire, 
claimed as complete sovereignty within their territories of a 
mile square as any reigning prince of Germany in his more 
extended dominions. They levied tolls and taxes on strangers, 
and imprisoned, tried, and executed those who, as they alleged, 
had committed offences within their petty domains. But 
especially, and in further exercise of their seignorial privileges, 
they made war on each other, and on the free cities of , the 
Empire, 'attacking and plundering without mercy the caravans, 
or l^ge trains of waggons, by which the internal commerce of . 
Germany was carried on. • 

■Ar succession of injuries done and received by Archibald of 
Hagenbach, who had been one of the fiercest sticklers for this 
privilege of faustrecht or club-law, as it may be termed, had 
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endqd in his being obliged^ though somewhat' advanced in life^ 
to leave a country where his tenure of existence was become 
extremely precarious, and to engage in the. service of the Duke 
of Burgundy, who willingly employed him, as he was a man of 
high descent and proved valour, and not the less, perhaps, that 
he was sure to find, in a man of Hagenbach’s fierce, rapacious, 
and haughty disposition, the unscrupulous executioner of what- 
soever severities it might be his master^ pleasure to enjoin. 

The traders of Berne and Soleure, accordingly, made loud 
and violent complaints of Hagenbach^s exactions. The imposi- 
tions laid on commodities which passed through his district of 
La Ferette, to whatever place they might be ultimately bound, 
were arbitrarily increased, and the merchants and traders who 
hesitated to make instant payment of what was demanded were 
exposed to imprisonment and personal punishment. The com- 
mercial towns of Germany appealed to the Duke against this 
iniquitous conduct on the part of the governor of La Ferette, 
and requested of his Grace’s goodness that he would withdraw 
Von Hagenbach ‘from their neighbourhood ; but the Duke 
treated their complaints with contempt. The Swiss League 
carried their remonstrances higher, and required that justice 
should be done on the governor of La Ferette, as having 
offended against the law of nations; but they were equally 
unable to attract attention or obtain redress; 

At length the Diet of the Confederation determined to send 
the solemn deputation -vfhich has been repeatedly mentioned. 
One or two of these envoys joined with the calm and prudent 
Arnold Biederman in the hope that so solemn a measure might 
open the eyes of the Duke to the wicked injustice of his repre- 
sentative ; .others among the deputies, having no such peaceful 
views, were determined, by this resolute remonstrance, to pave 
the way for hostilities. 

Arnold Biederman was an especial advocate for peace, while 
its preservation was compatible with national independence and 
the honour of the Confederacy ; but the younger Philip^n soon 
discovered that the Landamraan alone, of all his family, tilifrished 
th^e moderate vie\Vs. The opinion of hfs sons had feeeh^^ayed 
and seduced by the impethous eloquence and overbeating^ in- 
liuenoe of Budolph of Donnerhugel, who, by some of 
p^nliar gallantry, and the ccmsideration due to the merit of 

abettors, had acquired an influence in the qounipil» of his 
native canton, and with the youth of the League in ^neral, 
beyond >hat was usually yielded by these wise reptiblicans to 
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men of his early age. Arthur, who was now an acceptable and 
welcome companion of all their hunting-parties and other 
sports, heard nothing among the young men but anticipations 
of war, rendered delightful by the hopes of booty and of distinc- 
tion which were to be obtained by the Switzers. The feats of 
their ancestors against the Germans had been so wonderful as 
to realise the fabulous victories of romance; and while the 
present race possessed the same hardy limbs, and the same 
inflexible courage, they eagerly anticipated the same distin- 
guished success. When the governor of La Ferette was men- 
tioned in the conversation, he was usually spoken of as the 
bandog of Burgundy, or the Alsatian mastiff ; and intimations 
were openly given that, if his course were not instantly checked 
by his master, and he himself withdrawn from the frontiers of. 
Switzerland, Archibald of Hagenbach would find his fortress 
no protection from the awakened indignation of the wronged 
inhabitants of Soleure, and particularly of those of Berne. 

This general disposition to war among the young Switzers 
was reported to the elder Philipson by his sbn, and led him at 
one time to hesitate whether he ought not rather to resume all 
the inconveniences and dangers of a journey accompanied only 
by Arthur than run the risk of the quarrels in which he might 
be involved by the unruly conduct of these fierce mountain 
youths, after they should have left their owm frontiers. Such 
an event would have had, in a peculiar degree, the effect of 
destroying every purpose of his journey ; but, respected as 
Arnold Biederman was by his family and countrymen, the 
English merchant concluded, upon the whole, that his influence 
would be able to restrain his companions until the great ques- 
tion of peace or war should be determined, and especially until 
they should have discharged their commission by obtaining an 
audience of the Duke of Burgundy ; and after this he should 
be separated from their society, and not liable to be engaged in 
any responsibility for their ulterior measures. 

After a delay of about ten days, the deputation commis- 
sioned to remonstrate \^\th the Duke on the aggressions apd 
exactions of Archibald of Hagenbach at length assembled at 
Geierstein, from whence the members were to journey forth 
together. They were three in number, besides the' young 
Betneso and the Landamman o/ Unterwalden. One was, like 
Arnold, a proprietor from the Forest Cantons, wearing a dress 
scarpely handsomer than that of a common herdsman, but dis* 
tipguished by the beauty and size of his long silvery beard. 
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His name was Nicholas Bonstetten. Melchior Sturmthal, 
banner-bearer of Berne, a man of middle age, and a soldier of 
distinguished courage, with Adam Zimmerman, a burgess of 
Soleure, who was considerably older, completed the number of 
the envoys. 

Each was dressed after his best fashion; but, notwithstand- 
ing that the severe eye of Arnold Biederman censured one or 
two silver belt-buckles, as well as a chain of the same metal, 
which decorated the f)ortly person of the burgess of Soleure, it 
seemed that a powerful and victorious people, for such the 
Swiss were now to be esteemed, were never represented by an 
embassy of such patriarchal simplicity. The deputies travelled 
on foot, with their piked staves in their hands, like pilgrims 
bound for some place of devotion. Two mules, which bore 
their little stock of baggage, were led by young lads, sons or 
cousins of members of the embassy, who had obtained permis- 
sion in this manner to get such a glance of the world beyond 
the mountains as this journey promised to afford. 

But although ‘thei’r retinue was small, so far as respected 
either state or personal attendance and accommodation, the 
dangerous circumstances of the times, and the very unsettled 
state of the country beyond their own territories, did not per- 
mit men charged with affairs of such importance to travel 
without a guard. Even the danger arising from the wolves, 
which, when pinched by the approach of winter, have been 
known to descend from* their mountain fastnesses into open 
villages, such as those the travellers might choose to quarter 
in, rendered the presence of some escort necessary; and the 
bands of deserters from various services, who formed parties of 
banditti on the frontiers of Alsatia and Germany, combined to 
recommend such a precaution. 

Accordingly, about twenty of the selected youth from the 
various Swiss cantons, including Rudiger, Ernest, and Sigis- 
mond, Arnold’s three eldest sons, attended upon the deputa- 
tion; they did not, however, observe any military or 

march close or near to the patriarchal ^train. On the contrary, 
they formed hunting-parties of five oi> six together, who ox- 
plor^ the rocks, woods, arid passes of the mountains through 
which the envoys journeyed. Their slower pace ellbw^ the 
aotire yopng men, who were accompanied by their 

lull time to destroy wolves and bears, or to 

imiprhie a chamois among the cliffs; while the hunie^ 
whue in pursuit of their sport, were careful to exatnlhe snch 
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places as might afford opportunity for ambush, and thus ascer- 
tained the srfety of the party whom they escorted more securely 
than if they had attended close on their train. A peculiar 
note on the huge Swiss bugle, before described, formed of the 
horn of the mountain bull, was the signal agreed upon for 
collecting in a body should danger occur. Rudolph Donner- 
hugel, so much younger than his brethren in the same important 
commission, took the command of this .mountain body-guard, 
whom he usually accompanied in their sportive excursiobs. In 
point of arms, they were well provided, bearing two-handed 
swords, long partizans and spears, as well as both cross and 
long bows, short cutlasses, and huntsmen^s knives. The heavier 
weapons, as impeding their activity, were carried with the bag- 
gage, but were ready to be assumed on the slightest alarm. 

Arthur Philipson, like his late antagonist, naturally preferred 
the company and sports of the younger men to the grave 
conversation and slow pace of the fathers of the mountain 
commonwealth. There was, however, one temptation to loiter 
with the baggage, which, had other circumstances permitted, 
might have reconciled the young Englishman to forego the 
opportunities of sport which the Swiss youth so eagerly sought 
after, and endure the slow pace and grave conversation of the 
elders of the party. In a word, Anne of Geierstein, accom- 
panied by a Swiss girl, her attendant, travelled in the rear of 
the deputation. 

The two females were mounted up«n asses, whose slow step 
hardly kept pace with the baggage mules ; and it may be fairly 
suspected^ that Arthur Philipson, in requital of the important 
services which he had received from that beautiful and interest- 
ing young woman, would have deemed it no extreme hardship 
to have afforded her occasionally his assistance on the journey, 
and the advantage of his conversation to relieve the tediousness 
of the way. But he dared not presume to offer attentions 
which the customs of the country did not seem to permit, 
since they were not attempted by any of the maiden^s cousins, 
or even by Rudolph Donnerhugel, who certainly had hitherto 
appeared to neglect no> opportunity to recommend himself to 
his fair cousin. Besides, Arthur had i-efiection enough to be 
o^yih^d that, in yielding to the feelings which impelled him 
tq cultivate the acquaintance of ^this amiable young person, he 
^dtdd certainly incur the serious displeasure of his father, and 
p^hahly that of her uncle, by whose hospitality they had 
and whose safe-conduot they were in the act of en joyingi 
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. The young Englishman, therefore, pursued the same amuse^ 
mbhts which interested the other young men of the pafty, 
managing only, as frequently as their halts pertnitt^, to 
venture upon, offering to the maiden such marks of couttesjr da 
could afford no room for remark or censure. And his cbaract^ 
as a sportsmap being now well established, he .sometimes pei^ 
mitted himself, even when the game was afoot, to loiter in the 
vicinity of the path on which he could at least mark the flutter 
of the grey wimple of Anne of Geierstein, and the outline of 
the form which it shrouded. This indolence, as it seemed, was 
not unfavourably construed by his companions, being only 
accounted an indifference to the less noble or less dangerous 
game ; for when the object was a bear, wolf, or other animal 
of prey, no spear, cutlass, or bow of the party, not even those 
of Rudolph Donnerhugel, were so prompt in the chase as those 
of the young Englishman. 

Meantime, the elder Philipson had other and more serious 
subjects of consideration. He was a man, as the reader must 
have already seen, of much acquaintance with the world, in 
which he had acted parts different from that which he now 
sustained. Former feelings were recalled and awakened by 
the view of sports familiar to his early years. The clamour of 
the hounds, echoing from the wild hills and dark forests through 
which they travelled; the sight of the gallant young hunts- 
men, appearing, as they brought the object of their chase to 
bay, anaid airy cliffs and profound precipices, which seemed 
impervious to the human foot ; the sounds of halloo and horn 
reverberating from hill to hill, had more than once wellnigh 
impelled him to take a share in the hazardous but animating 
amusement, which, next to war, was then in most parts o-f 
Europe the most serious occupation of life. But the feeling 
was transient, and he became yet more deeply interested in 
studying the manners and opinions of the persons with whom 
he was travelling. 

They seemed to be all coloured with the sanie downright 
and blunt simplicity which characterised Arnold 
althongh it was ii> none of them elevated by the same dignity 
of thought or profound sagacity. In speaking of the pol^ical 
state of their country, they affected no secrecy ; and although, 
vdth the .exception of Rudolph, their own young mm were not 
adhibited into their councils, Uie exclusion seeing only adopted 
a view to the necessary subordination of youth to age, 
and hotVfor the purpose of observing any mystery. In* wiQ 
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presence of the elder Philipson, th^ freely discussed the jpre- 
tensions of the Duke of Burgundy, the means which their 
Gddntjiy possessed of maintaining her independence, and the 
firhi resolution of the Helvetian League to bid defiance to the 
utmost force the w^orld could bring against it, rather than 
sdbmit to the slightest insult. In other respects, their views 
appeared wise and moderate, although both thfe banneret of 
!]^rue and the consequential burgher of Soleure seemed to 
hold the consequences of war more lightly than they were 
viewed by the. cautious Landamman of Unterwalden and his 
venerable companion, Nicholas Bonstetten, who subscribed to 
all his opinions. 

It frequently happened that, quitting these subjects, the 
conversation turned on such as were less attractive to their 
fellow-traveller. The signs of the weather, the comparative 
fertility of recent seasons, the most advantageous mode of 
managing their orchards and rearing- their crops, though in- 
teresting to the mountaineers themselves, gave Philipson slender 
amusement ; and notwithstanding that tjhe excellent Meinherr 
Zimmerman of Soleure w'ould fain have joined with him in 
conversation respecting trade and merchandise, yet the English- 
man, who dealt in articles of small bulk and considerable value, 
and traversed sea and land to carry on his traffic, could find 
few mutual topics to discuss with the Swiss trader, whose 
commerce only extended into tlie neighbouring districts of 
Burgundy and Germany, and whose goods consisted of coarse 
woollen clt)ths, fustian, hides, peltry, and such ordinary articles. 

But, eyer and anon, while the Switzers were discussing 
some paltry interests of trade, or describing some process of 
rude cultivation, or speaking of blights in grain, and the 
murrain amongst cattle, with all the dull minuteness of petty 
farmers and traders met at a country fair, a well-knov/n spot 
would recall the name and story of a battle in which some of 
them had served (for there were none of the party who had 
not been repeatedly in arms), and the military details, which 
in other countries were only the theme of knights and squires 
who had acted their pajrt in them, or of learned clerks who 
labopired. to record them, were, in this singular region, , the 
ftoiiliar and intimate subjects of discussion with men whose 
peaceful occupations seemed to place them at an immeasurable . 
distance from the profession of a 'Soldier. This led the English- 
man to think of the ancient inhabitants of Rome, where the 
olough was so readily exchanged for the sword, and the oulti- 

xxm 6 
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nation of a rude farm for the managet)aent of public afbirs* 
He hinted this resemblance to the Landamman, who was 
naturally gratified with the compliment to his countryi but 
presently replied — ‘ May Heaven continue among us the home- 
bred virtues of the Homans, and preserve us from their lust of 
conquest and love of foreign luxuries 1 ’ 

The slow pace of the travellers, with various causes of .delay 
which it is unnecessary to dwell upon, occasioned the deputa- 
tion spending two nights on the road before they reached Mle. 
The small towns or villages in which they quartered received 
them with such marks of respectful hospitality as they had the 
means to bestow, and their arrival was a signal for a little feast, 
with which the heads of the community uniformly regaled 
them. 

On, such occasions, while the elders of the village enter- 
tained the deputies of the Confederation, the young men of the 
escort were provided for by those of their own age, several of 
whom, usually aware of their approach, were accustomed to 
join in the chase, of the day, and made the strangers acquainted 
with the spots where game was most plenty. 

These feasts were never prolonged to excess, and the most 
special dainties which composed them were kids, lambs, and 
game, the produce of the mountains. Yet it seemed both to 
Arthur Philipson and his father that the advantages of good 
cheer were more prized by the banneret of Berne and the 
burgess of Soleure than by their host the Landamman and 
the deputy of Schwytz. There was no excess committed, as we 
have alre^y said ; but the deputies first mentioned^ obviously 
understood the art of selecting the choicest morsels, and were 
connoisseurs in the good wine, chiefly of foreign growth, with 
which they freely washed it down, Arnold was too wise to 
censure what he had no means of amending : he contented 
himself by observing in his own person a rigorous diet, living 
indeed almost entirely upon vegetables and fair water, in which 
he' was closely imitated by the old grey-bearded Nicholas 
Bonstetten, who seemed to make it his principal object to 
ffdiOW the Landamman’s example in everything. 

It wa^ as we have already said, the thM day rfter the 
cominencement of their journey before the Swiss deputation 
reached the vicinity of Bale, in which city, then on© of the 
latgest in the south-westemc extremity of Gennany^ they pro- 
posed taking up their abode for the evening, nothing doubting 
a friendly reception. The town, it is true, was not thou, nor 
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till about thirty years afterwards, a part of the Swiss Con- 
federation, to which it was only joined hi 1501 ; but it was a 
Free Imperial City, connected with Berne, Soleure, Lucerne,' 
and other towns of Switzerland, by mutual interests and 
constant intercourse. It was the object of the deputation to 
negotiate, if ' possible, a peace, which could not be more useful 
to themselves than to the city of B^le, considering the inter- 
ruptions of commerce which must be occasioned by a rupture 
between the Duke of Burgundy and the cantons, and the 
great advantage which that city would derive by preserving a 
neutrality, situated as it was betwixt these two hostile powers. 

They anticipated, therefore, as welcome a reception from 
the authorities of BMe as they had received while in the 
bounds of their own Confederation, since the interests of that 
city were so deeply concerned in the objects of their mission. 
The next chapter will show how far these expectations were 
realised. 



CHAPTER VIII 

They saw that city, welcoming the Rhine, 

As irom his mountain heritage he bursts. 

As purposed proud Orgetorix of yore, 

Leaving the desert region of the hills. 

To lord it o'er the fertile plains of Gaul. 

Helvetia, 

The eyes of the English travellers, wearied with a succession 
of wild mountainous scenery, now gazed with pleasure upon a 
country still indeed irregular and hilly in its surface, but 
capable of high cultivation, and adorned with cornfields and 
vineyards. The Rhine, a broad and large river, poured its 
grey stream in a huge sweep through the landscape, and 
divided into two portions the city of Bale, which is situated, on 
its banks. The southern part, to which the path of the Swiss 
deputies conducted them, displayed the celebrated cathedral, 
and the lofty terrace which runs in front of it, and seemed to 
remind the travellers that they now approached a country in 
which the operations of man could make themsdves distin- 
guished even among the works of nature, instead of being test, 
as the fate of the most splendid efforts of human labour must 
have been, among those tremendous mountains which they had 
so lately travers^. 

They were yet a mile from the entrance of the city, when 
the party was met by one of the magistrates, attended by two 
or Aree citizens mounted on mules, the velvet of 

which expressed wealth and quality. They greefce4 lland- 
apiman of Unterwalden and his party in a r^pe<Ai 
an4 the latter prepared themselves to hear and e^Puitphle 
reply to the hospitable invitation which they expected 

to receive. i 

The meesage of the community of Wp' however, 
diameti^lly opposite to what they had antie^M*^ 11,1^ 
delivei^ with a good deal of diffidence and he^tWP" 1$^ Ihe 
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f iinotipnary who met them, and who certainly, while discharging 
his commission, did not appear to consider it as the most re- 
spectable which he might have borne. There were many 
professions of the most profound and fraternal regard for the 
cities of the Helvetian League, with whom the orator of B41e 
declared his own state to be united in friendship find interests. 
But he ended by intimating that, on account of certain cogent 
and weighty reasons, which should be satisfactorily explained 
at more leisure, the Free City of B41e could not, this evening, 
receive within its walls the highly respected deputies who were 
travelling, at the command of the Helvetian Diet, to the court 
qf the Duke of Burgundy. 

Philipson marked with much interest the effect which this 
most unexpected intimation produced on the members of the 
embassage. Rudolph Donnerhugel, who had joined their com- 
pany as they approached Bale, appeared less surprised than his 
associates, and, while he remained perfectly silent, seemed 
rather anxious to penetrate their sentiments Ijian disposed to 
express his own. It 'was not the first time the sagacious 
merchant had observed that this bold and fiery young m^n 
could, when his purposes required it, place a strong constraint 
upon the natural impetuosity of his temper. For the others, 
the banneret’s brow darkened, the face of the burgess of 
Soleure became flushed like the hioon when rising in the north- 
west, the grey-bearded deputy of Schw^tz looked anxiously on 
Arnold Biederman, and the Landamman himself seemed more 
moved than was usual in a person of his equanimity. At 
length he i^eplied to the functionary of Bdle, in a voice some- 
what altered by his feelings — 

‘This is a singular message to the deputies of the SSViss 
Confederacy, bound as we are upon an amicable mission, on 
which depends the interest of the good citizens of B41e, whom 
we have always treated as our good friends, and who still pro- 
fess to be so. The shelter of their roofs, the protection of their 
walls, the wonted intercourse of hospitality, is what no friendly 
state hath a right to refuse to the inhabitants of another.’ 

‘ Noi* is it with their Will that the community of B41e refuse 
it> replied the magistrate. ‘Not you 

alone and your worthy associates, but your escort, and your 
very b^sts of burden, should be entertained with all the kind- 
ness, which the citizens of Mle could bestow, But we act 
und^ constraint.’ 

‘ And by whom exercised ? ’ said the banneret, bursting' out 
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into passion* * Has the Emperor Sigismiind profited so little 
by the example of his predecessors 

‘ The Emperor/ replied the delegate of B41e„ interrupting the 
banneret^ ^is a well-intentioned and peaceful monarch, as he 
has been ever; but — there are Burgundian troops of late 
marched inta the Sundgau, and messages have been sent to 
our state from Count Archibald of Hagenbach.^ 

* Enough said/ replied the Landamman. * Draw not farther 
the veil from a weakness for which you blush. I comprehend 
you entirely. Bdle lies too near the citadel of La Ferette to 
permit its citizens to consult their own inclinations. Brother, 
we see where your difficulty lies ; we pity you — and we forgive 
your inhospitality.’ 

‘ Nay, but hear me to an end, worthy Landamman,’ answered 
the magistrate. * There is here in the vicinity an old hunting- 
seat of the Counts of Falkenstein, called Graffslust, which, 
though ruinous, yet may afford better lodgings than the open 
air, and is capable of some defence — though Heaven forbid 
that any one should *dare to intrude upon your repose ! And 
harkye hither, my worthy friends; if you find in the old 
place some refreshments, as wine, beer, and the like, use them 
without scruple, for they are there for your accommodation.’ 

‘I do not refuse to occupy a place of security,’ said the 
Landamman; ‘for although the causing us to be excluded 
from Bale may be only done in the spirit of petty insolence and 
malice, yet it may also, for what we can tell, be connected 
with some purpose of violence. Your provisions we tliank you 
for; but we will not, with my consent, feed at fhe cost of 
friends who are ashamed to own us unless by stealth.’ 

‘ One thing more, my worthy sir,’ said the official of Bale. 

‘ You have a maiden in company, who, I presume to think, is 
your daughter. There is but rough accommodation where you 
are going, even for men; for women there is little better, 
though what we could w'e have done to arrange matters as wejl 
as may be. But rather let your daughter go with ps b^k to 
BMe, where my dame will be a mother to her till next momingt 
when I will bring her to your camp hi safety. We pro33tds^ 
to shnt our gates against the men of the Confederacy^ but the 
women were not mentioned.’ 

*Ton are subtle casiiist% you men of the 

Landamman; ‘but know that, from the time 
Helvetians sallied forth to encounter C«esar down to 
hpiii’i the womwi of Switzerland, in the press of 
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their abode in the camp of their fathers,, brothers, and 
husbands, and sought no farther safety than they might find 
in the courage of their relations. We have enough of men to 
protect our women, and my niece shall remain with us and 
take the fate which Heaven may send us.* 

* Adieu, then, worthy friend,* said the magisfrate of Bdle ; 
‘ it grieves me to part with you thus, but evil fate will have it 
so. Yonder grassy avenue will conduct you to the old hunting- 
seat, where Heaven send that you may pass a quiet night ; for, 
apart from other risks, men say that these mins have no good 
name. Will you yet permit your niece, since such the young 
person is, to pass to Mle for the night in my company ? * 

‘ If we are disturbed by beings like ourselves,* said Arnold 
Biederman, ‘ we have strong arms and heavy partizans ; if we 
should be visited, as your words would imply, by those of a 
different description, we have, or should have, good consciences, 
and confidence in Heaven. Good friends, my brethren on this 
embassy, have I spoken your sentiments wall as mine own ? * 
The other deputies intimated their assent to what their 
companion had said, and the citizens of Bale took a courteous 
farewell of their guests, endeavouring, by the excess of civility, 
to atone for their deficiency in effective hospitality. After 
their departure, Kudolph was the first to express his sense of 
their pusillanimous behaviour, on which he had been silent 
during their presence. ‘ Coward dogs ! * he said ; ‘ may the 
Butcher of Burgundy flay the very skins fi-om them with his 
exactions, to teach them to disown old friendships, rather than 
abide the lightest blast of a tyrant*s anger ! * 

‘ And not even their own tyrant either,* said another of the 
group ; for several of the young men had gathered round their 
seniors, to hear the welcome which they expected from the 
magistrates of Bale. 

‘No,* replied Ernest, one of Arnold Biederman*s sons, ‘they 
do not pretend that their own prince the Emperor hath inter- 
fere with them ; but a word of the Duke of Burgundy, which 
should be fio more to them than a breath of wind from the 
we^t, is .sufi&cient to stir them to such brutal inhospitality. It 
ytem well to march to the city and compel them at the sword*s 
to give us shelter.* 

paurmur of applause arose amongst the youth around, 
^wakened the displeasure of Arnold Biederman. 

©id 1 hear,* he said, ‘the tongue of a son of mine, or was 
it that of a brutish lanzknecht, who has no pleasure but in 
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battle or violence? Where is tha modesty of the youth of 
Switzerlsmd, who were wont to waif the signal for action till it 
pleased the elders of the canton to give it, and were as gentle 
ais maidens till the voice pf tlieir patriarchs bode them be bold 
as lions ? ’ 

‘I meant, \io harm, father,’ said Ernest, abashed with this 
rebuke, ‘far less any slight towards you; but I must needs 
say r-’ 

‘Say not a word, my son,’ replied Arnold, ‘but leave our 
camp to-morrow by break of day ; and, as thou takest thy way 
back to Geierstein, to which I command thine instant return, 
remepiber, that he is not fit to visit strange countries who can- 
not rule his tongue before his own countrymen, and to his own 
father.’ 

The banneret of Berne, the burgess of Soloiire, even the 
long-bearded deputy from Schwytz, endeavoured to intercede 
for the offender and obtain a remission of his banishment ; but 
it was in vain. « 

‘No, my good friends and brethren — no,’ replied Arnold. 

‘ These young men require an example ; and though I am 
grieved in one sense that the offence has chanced within my 
own family, yet I am pleased in another light that the delin- 
quent should be one over whom I can exercise full authority, 
without suspicion of partiality. Ernest, iny son, thou Hast 
heard my commands. i|eturn to Geierstein with the morning’s 
light,- and let me find thee an altered man when I return 
thither.’ 

The young Swiss, who was evidently much hurt and shocked 
at this public affront, placed one knee on the ground and 
kissed his father’s right hand, while Arnold, without the 
slightest sign of anger, bestowed his blessing upon him ; and 
Ernest, without a word of remonstrance, fell into the rear of the 
party. The deputation then proceeded down the avenue which 
had been pointed out to them, and at the bottom of which iwrose 
the massy ruins of Graffslust ; but there was not h of 
dayl%ht remaining to discern their •'exact form. ^htOy cpuld 
ohK^e as they drew nearer, and as tlie night becsitl*^ darlcsr, 
that three or four windows were lighted up, while thj^ rest of 
4he front remained obscured in gloom. When th^ Arrived at 
the piace^ they perceived it* was surrounded by A l^ge and 
djBep rnoat^ the sullen surface of which reflected, thongi faintly, 
the glimmer of the lights within, ‘ , 
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Francisco. Give you good-night. 

MarCidlus. 0, farewell, honest soldier. , 

Who 'hath relieved you ? 

Francisco. Give you good-night ; Bernardo hath my place. ; 

Hamlet. 

The first occupation of our travellers was to find the means of 
crossing the moat, and they were not long of discovering the 
tite-du-pont on which the drawbridge^ wljien lowered, had 
formerly rested. The bridge itself had been Jong decayed, but 
a temporary passage of fir-trees and planks had been con- 
structed, apparently very lately, which admitted them to the 
chief, entrance of the castle. On entering it, they found a 
wicket opening under the archway, which, glimmering with 
light, served to guide them to a hall prepared evidently for 
their accommodation as well as circumstances had admitted of. 

A large fire of well-seasoned wooa burned blythely in the 
chimney,, and had been maintained so long there, that the air 
of the hall, notwithstanding its great size and somewhat ruinous 
aspect, felt mild and genial. There was also at the end of the 
apartment a stack of wood, large enough to maintain the fire 
had they been to remain there a week. Two or three long 
tables in the hall stood covered and ready for their reception ; 
and, on looking more closely, several large hampers were found 
in a comer, containing cold provisions of every kind, prepared 
with great care for their immediate * use. The eyes of the 
htijrgess of Soleure twinkled when he beheld the young 
men in the act of transferring the supper from the hampers 
and. arranging it on the table, 

* Well,' said he, ‘ these poor men of B41e have saved thw 
character; since, if they have fallen short in welcome, they 
have abounded in good cheer.' 

*Ah, friend! 'said Arnold Biederman, ‘the absence of 
landlord is a great deduction from the entertainment. . Betfe 
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half an apple from the hand of ' your host than a bridal feast 
without his company/ 

‘ We owe them the less for their banquet,’ said the banneret. 
‘ But, from the doubtful language they held, I should judge it 
meet to keep a strong guaiS to-night, and even that some of 
our young men should, from time to time, patrol around the 
old ruins. The place is strong and defensible, and so far our 
thanks are due to those who have acted as our quartermasters. 
We will, however, with your permission, my honoured brethren, 
examine the house within, and then arrange regular guards 
and patrols. To your duty then, young men, and search these 
ruins carefully ; they may perchance contain more than our- 
selves ; for we are now near one who, like a pilfering fox, moves 
more willingly by night than by day, and seeks his prey amidst 
ruins and wildernesses rather than in the open field.’ 

All agreed to this proposal. The young men took torches, 
of which a good provision had been left for their use, and made 
a strict search through the ruins. 

The greater part of the castle was much more wasted and 
ruinous than the portion which the citizens of Mle seemed to 
have destined for the accommodation of the embassy. Some 
parts were roofless, and the whole desolate. The glare of light, 
the gleam of arms, the sound of the human voice, and echoes 
of mortal tread startled from their dark recesses bats, owls, 
and other birds of ill omen, the usual inhabitants of such time- 
worn edifices, whose flight through the desolate chambers 
repeatedly occasioned alarm amongst those who heard the 
noise without seeing the cause, and shouts of laughter when it 
became known. They discovered that the deep moat sur- 
rounded their place of retreat on all sides, and, of course, that 
they were in safety against any attack which could be made 
from without, except it was attempted by the main entrance, 
which it was easy to barricade and guard with sentinels. 
They also ascertained by strict search that, though it was 
possible an individual might be concealed amid such a n^oste of 
roh^et^ yet it was altogether impossiblecthat any Dum!t5^^r which 
be formidable to so largo a party as their qwp 
havojtemained there, without a certainty of discoveiy. -These 
pfUrtictilarB were reported to the banneret, whodirect^ Donoer- 
bugel to take charge of a body of six of the young such 
as he should himself choose, to patrol on the out«ida; i^ the 
building till the first cock-crowing, and at that hour to retOiU 
to the castle, when the same numW were to take the duty till 
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momitig dawned, and then be relieved in their turn. ^ Budolph 
declared his own intention to remain on guard the whole 
night j and as he was equally remarkable for vigilance as 
for strength and courage, the external watch was considered 
as safely provided for, it being settled that, in case of any 
sudden rencounter, the deep and hoarse sound of the Swiss 
bugle should be the signal for sending support to the patrol- 
ling party. 

Within side the castle, the precautions were taken with 
equal vigilance. A sentinel, to be relieved every two hours, 
was appointed to take post at the principal gate, and other two 
kept watch on the other side of the castle, although the moat 
appeared to ensure safety in that quarter. 

These precautions being taken, the remainder of the party 
sat down to refresh themselves, the deputies occupying the 
upper part of the hall, while those of their escort modestly 
arrang^ themselves in the lower end of the same large apart- 
ment. Quantities of hay and straw, which were left piled in 
the wide castle, were put to the purpose Tor which undoubtedly 
they had been destined by the citizens of B41e, and, with the 
aid of cloaks and mantles, were judged excellent good bedding 
by a hardy race who, in war or the chase, were often well 
satisfied with a much worse night’s lair. 

The attention of the Balcse had even gone so far as to pro- 
vide for Anne of Geiorstein separate accommodation, more 
suitable to her use than that assigned to the men of the party. 
An apartment, which had probably been the buttery of the 
castle, edtered from the hall, and had also a doorway leading 
out into a passage connected with the ruins ; but this last had 
hastily, yet carefully, been built up with large hewn stones 
taken from the ruins; without mortar, indeed, or any other 
cement, but so well secured by their own weight, that an 
attempt to displace them must have alarmed not only any one 
who might be in the apartment itself, but also those who were 
in the hall adjacent, or indeed in any part of the castle. In 
the small room thus carefully arranged and secured there were 
two pallet-beds and a ‘large fire, which blazed on the hearth, 
and gave warmth and comfort to the apartment. Even the 
of devotion were not forgotten, a small crucifix of bronse 
heing hui^ over a table, on whiph lay a breviary. 

TOOse who first discovered this little place of retreat eame 
baoh loud in praise of the delicacy of the citizens of Bdle, who^ 
while preparing for the general accommodation of the 8i:rangerS| 
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had not failed to provfde separately and peculiarly for that of 
their female companion. 

Arnold Biederman felt the kindness of this conduct. * We 
should pity our friends of B41e, and not nourish resentment 
against them/ he said. ‘ They have stretched their kindness 
towards us as^ far as their personal apprehensions permitted ; 
and that is saying no small matter for them, my masters, for 
no passion is so unutterably selfish as that of fear. Anne, my 
love, thou art fatigued. Go to the retreat provided for you, 
and Lizette shall bring you from this abundant mass of pro- 
visions what will be fittest for your evening meal.' 

So saying, he led his niece into the little bedroom, and, look- 
ing round with an air of complacency, wished her good repose ; 
but there was something on the maiden's brow which seemed 
to augur that her uncle’s wishes would not be fulfilled. From 
the moment she had left Switzerland, her looks had become 
clouded, her intercourse with those who approached her had 
grown more brief and rare, her whole appearance was marked 
with secret anxiety or secret sorrow. This did not escape her 
uncle, who naturally imputed it to the pain of parting from 
him, which was probably soon to take place, and to her regret 
at leaving the tranquil spot in which so many years of her 
youth had been spent. 

But Anne of Geierstein had no sooner entered the apart- 
ment than her whole frame trembled violently, and the colour 
leaving her cheeks entii^ely, she sunk down on one of the 
pallets, where, resting her elbows on her knees, and pressing 
her hands on her forehead, she rather resembled U person 
borne down by mental distress, or oppressed by some severe 
illness, than one who, tired with a journey, Avas in haste to 
betake herself to needful rest. Arnold was not quick-sighted 
as to the many sources of female passion. Ho saw that his 
niece suffered; but imputing it only to the causes already 
mentioned, augmented by the hysterical effects often produced 
by fatigue, he gently blamed her for having departed front her 
character of a Swiss maiden ere she was yet out of rcach of a 
breeze of wind, • 

*Thou must not let' the dames of Germany or Flanders 
think that our daughters have degenerated from their fepthe*rs; 
mu&t we fight the battle^ of Sempach and over 

to convince the Emperor, and this haughty x>ukc of 
Bjargundy, that our men are of the same mettle with their 
And as for our parting, I do not fear it' My 
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brother is a count of the Empire, indeed, "and therefore he must 
needs' satisfy himself that everything over which he^ possesses 
ahy title shall be at his command, and sends for thee to prove 
his right of doing so. But I know him well. He will no' 
sooner be satisfied that he may command thy attendance at 
pleasure than he will concern himself about thee no more. 
Thee ! Alas ! poor thing, in what couldst thou aid his courtly 
intrigues and ambitious plans? No— rno, thou art not for the 
noble cpunt^s purpose, and must be content to trudge back to 
rule the dairy at Geierstein, and be the darling of thine old 
peasantlike uncle.’ 

* Would to God we were there even now ! ’ said the maiden, 
in a tone of wretchedness which she strove in vain to conceal 
or suppress. 

‘That may hardly be till we have executed the purpose 
which brought us hither,’ said the literal Landamman. ‘ But 
lay thee on thy pallet, Anne ; take a morsel of food, and three 
drops of wine, and thou wilt wake to-morrow as gay as on a 
Swiss holiday, when the pipe sounds the*revdille.’ 

Anne was now able to plead a severe headache, and declin- 
ing all refreshment, which she declared herself incapable of 
tasting, she bade her uncle good-night. She then desired 
Lizette to get some food for herself, cautioning her, as she 
returned, to make as little noise as possible, and not to break 
her repose if she should have the good fortune to fall asleep. 
Arnold 'Biederman then kissed his ifiece, and returned^ to the 
hall, where his colleagues in ofl&ce were impatient to commence 
an attack on the provisions which were in readiness ; to which 
the escort of young men, diminished by the patrols and sen- 
tinels, were no loss disposed than their seniors. 

The signal of assault was given by the deputy from Schwytz, 
the eldest of the party, pronouncing in patriarchal form a 
benediction over the meal. The travellers then commenced 
their operations with a vivacity which showed that the uncer- 
tainty whether they should get any food, and the delays which 
had occurred in arranging themselves in their quarters, had 
infinitely increased their appetites. Even the Landamman, 
Ayhose moderation sometimes approached to abstinence, seemed 
that night in a more genial humour than ordinary. His friend 
of Schwytz, after his example, aje, drank, and spoke more than 
nsual, while the rest of the deputies pushed their meal to the 
Verge of a carousal. The elder Philipson marked the scene 
With an attentive and anxious eye, confining his applications 
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to the wine^up to such pledges as the politen^ of th^ times 
called upon him to reply to. His son had left the hall just 
as the ^nquet began, in the manner which we are now to 
relate. 

Arthur had proposed to himself to join the youths who 
were to perfoim the duty of sentinels within, or patrols on the 
outside of their place of repose, and had indeed made some 
arrangement for that purpose with Sigismund, the third of the 
Landamman’s sons. But while about to steal a parting glance 
at Anne of Geierstein, before offering his service as he proposed, 
there appeared on her brow^such a aeep and solemn expression 
as diverted his thoughts from every other subject excepting 
the anxious doubts as to what could possibly have given rise 
to such a change. The placid openness of brow, the eye 
which expressed conscious and fearless innocence, the lips 
which, seconded by a look as frank as her words, seemed ever 
ready to speak, in kindness and in confidence, that which the 
heart dictated, were for the moment entirely changed in char- 
acter and expressibn, and in a degree and manner for which no 
ordinary cause could satisfactorily account. Fatigue might 
have banished the rose from the maiden’s beautiful complexion, 
and sickness or pain might have dimmed her eye and clouded 
her brow ; but the look of deep dejection with which she 
fixed her eyes at times on the ground, and the startled and 
terrified glance which she cast around her at other intervals, 
must have had their risb in some different source. Neither 
could illness or weariness explain the manner in which her lips 
were contracted or compressed together, like one who makes 
up her mind to act or behold something that is fearful, or 
account for the tremor which seemed at times to steal over her 
insensibly, though by a strong effort she was able at intervals 
to throw it off. For this change of expression there must be in 
the heart some deeply melancholy and afflictiug cause. What 
could that cause be ? 

It is dangerous for youth to behold beauty in the pomp of 
all her charms, with every look bent upon conquest ^ i^ore 
dangerous to see her in the hour of unaffected and unapjw- 
hendlve ease and simplicity, yielding herself to the 
whim of the moment, and as willing to be pleaded 
of pleasing. There are minds which may be stiE 
by gassing on beauty in sotrow, and feeling that Ihibl 
of comforting the lovely mourner, which the ha^s 
des«^b€ld as so nearly akin to love. But to a SplHt fhai 
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ratnfiMutio and adventurous cast which the Middle Ages frequently 
produced, the sight of a young and amiable person evidently in 
a state of terror and suffering, which bad no visible cause, was 
perhaps still more impressive than beauty in her pride, her 
tenderness, or her sorrow. Such sentiments, it must be re- 
membered, were not confined to the highest ranks only, but 
might then be found in all classes of society which were raised 
above the mere peasant or artisan. Yojiing Philipson gazed on 
Anne of Geierstein with such intense curiosity, mingled with 
pity and tenderness, that the bustling scene around him seemed 
to vanish from his eyes, and leave no one in the noisy hall save 
himself and the object of his interest. 

What could it be that so evidently oppressed and almost 
quailed a spirit so well balanced, and a courage so well tem- 
pered, when, being guarded by the swords of the bravest men 
perhaps to be found in Europe, and lodged in a place of strength, 
even the most timid of her sex might have found confidence ? 
Surely, if an attack were to be made upon them, the clamour 
of a conflict in such circumstances could scarcfe be more terrific 
than the roar of those cataracts which he had seen her despise ? 
‘ At least,’ he thought, ‘ she ought to be aware that there is onb 
who is bound by friendship and gratitude to fight to the death 
in her defence. Would to Heaven,’ he continued in the same 
reverie, ‘ it were possible to convey to her, without sign or speech, 
the' assurance of my unalterable resolution to protect her in 
the worst of perils ! ’ As such thoughts streamed through his 
mind, Anne raised her eyes in one of those fits of deep feeling 
which seeiped to overwhelm her ; and while she cast them round 
the hall. With a look of apprehension, as if she expected to see 
amid the well-known companions of her journey some strange 
and unwelcome apparition, they encountered the fixed and 
anxious gaze of young Philipson. They were instantly bent 
on the ground, while a deep blush showed how much she was 
conscious of having attracted his attention by her previous 
deportment. 

A^hitr, on his part, with equal consciousness, blushed as 
deeply as the maiden hgffeelf, and drew himself back from her 
oteervatidn. But when Anne rose up, and was escorted by her 
utricle to her bedchaihber, in the manner we have already men- 
it seemed to Philipson as if she had carried with her 
from the apartment the lights with which it was illuminated, 
and left it in the twilight melancholy of some funeral hall. His 
deep musings were pursuing the subject which occupied them 
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thuA anxiously, when the manly voice of Donnerhugel $poke 
close in his ear — 

.‘What, comrade, has our journey to-day fatigued you so 
much that you go to sleep upon your feet V 

‘Now, Heaven forbid, hauptman,' said the Englishman, 
starting from his reverie, and addressing Rudolph by this tiame 
(signifying captain, or literally head-man), which the youth of 
the expedition had by unanimous consent bestowed on him — 
‘ Heaven forbid I should sleep, if there be aught like action in 
the wind/ 

‘Where dost thou propose to be at cock-crow T said the 
Swiss. 

‘ Where duty shall call me, or your experience, noble haupt-’ 
man, shall appoint,’ replied Arthur. ‘ But, with your leave, I 
purposed to take Sigismund’s guard on the bridge till midnight 
or morning dawn. He still feels the sprain which he received 
in his spring after yonder chamois, and I persuaded him to 
take some uninterrupted rest, as the best mode of restoring his 
strength.’ r 

‘He will do well to keep his counsel, then,’ again whispered 
Donnerhugel : ‘ the old Landamman is not a man to make allow- 
ances for mishaps, when they interfere with duty. Those who 
are under his orders should have as few brains as a bull, as 
strong limbs as a bear, and be as impassible as lead or iron to 
all the casualties of life and all the weaknesses of humanity.’ 

Arthur replied in tho same tone — ‘ I have been the Land- 
amman ’s guest for some time, and have seen no specimens of 
any such rigid discipline.’ ^ 

‘You are a stranger,’ said the Swiss, ‘and the old man has 
too much hospitality to lay you under the least restraint. You 
are a volunteer, too, in whatever share you choose to take in 
our sports or our military duty ; and therefore, when I ask you 
to walk abroad with me at the first cock-crowing, it is only in 
the event that such exercise shall entirely consist with your 
own xdeasure.’ 

‘ I consider myself as under your command for tho time/ 
said Philipson ; ‘ but, not to bandy courtesy, at e^k-croW i 
shall be relieved from my watch on the drawbridge,. and will 
be by that time glad to exchange the post for a mbta extended 
walk.’ 

‘Do you not choose more of this fatiguing, lind prob- 
ably unnecessary, duty than may befit your strength?- said 
Eudolph. * 
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take no more than you do/ said Arthur, *as you propose 
not to take rest till morning/ 

*True/ answered Donnerhugel, ‘but I am a Swiss/ 

/And 1/ answered Philipson, quickly, ‘am an Englishman/ 

‘ I did not mean what I said in the sense you take it,' said 
Rudolph, laughing : ‘ I only meant, that I am more interested in 
this matter than you can be, who are ,a stranger to the cause 
in which we are personally engaged/ 

‘I am a stranger," no doubt,' replied Arthur; ‘but a 
stranger who has enjoyed your hospitality, and who, there- 
fore, claims a right, while with you, to a share in your labours 
and dangers/ 

‘Be it so,' said Rudolph Donnerhugel. ‘I shall have 
finished my first rounds at the hour when the sentinels at the 
castle are relieved, and shall be ready to recommence them in 
your good company.' 

‘ Content,' said the Englishman. ‘ And now I will to my 
post, for I suspect Sigismund is blaming me already, as oblivious 
of my promise.' 

They hastened together to the gate, where Sigismund will- 
ingly yielded up his weapon and his guard to young Philipson, 
confirming the idea sometimes entertained of him, that he was 
the most indolent and least spirited of the family of Geierstein. 

Rudolph could not suppress his displeasure. ‘What would 
the Landamman say,' ho demanded, ‘ if.,he saw thee thus quietly 
yield up post and partizaii to a stranger V . 

/He would say I did well,' answered the young man, nothing 
daunted ^ for he is for ever reminding us to let the stranger 
have his own way in everything ; and English Arthur stands 
ou this bridge by his own wish, and no asking of mine. There- 
fore^ kind Arthur, since thou wilt barter w’arm straw and a 
sound sleep for frosty air and a clear moonlight, I make thee 
welcome with all my heart. Hear your duty. You are to stop 
alt who enter, or attempt to enter, or till they give the pass- 
word* If they are strangers, you must give alarm. But you 
will sufifer such of our friends as are known to you to pass out- 
wards without challenge or alarm, because the deputation may 
find occasion to send messengers abroad.' 

* A murrain on thee, thou lazy losel 1 ' said Rudolph. ‘ Thou 
art the only sluggard of thy kin.' 

‘Then am I the only wise man of them all,' said the youth. 
‘Harkye, brave hauptman, ye have supped this evening, have 
yenotr 

xxni 7 
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^It is a point of wisdom, ye owl,’ answered the Bernese, * not 
to go into the forest fasting.’ 

‘If it is wisdom to eat when we are hungry,’ answered 
Sigismund, ‘there can be no folly in sleeping when we are 
weary.’ So saying, and after a desperate yawn or two, the 
relieved sentinel halted off, giving full effect to the sprain of 
which he complained. 

‘ Yet there is strength in those loitering limbs, and valour 
in that indolent and sluggish spirit,’ said Rudolph to the 
Englishman. ‘ But it is time that I, who censure others, should 
betake me to my own task. Hither, comrades of the watch — 
hither.’ 

The Bernese accompanied these words with a whistle, which 
brought from within six young men, whom he had previously 
chosen for the duty, and who, after a hurried supper, now 
waited his summons. One or two of them had large blood- 
hounds or lyme-dogs, which, though usually employed in the 
pursuit of animals of chase, were also excellent for discovering 
ambuscades, in which duty their services were now to be 
employed. One of these animals was held in a leash by the 
person who, forming the advance of the party, went about 
twenty yards in front of them ; a second was the property of 
Donnerhugel himself, who had the creature singularly under 
command. Three of his companions attended him closely, and 
the two others followed, one of whom bore a horn of the 
Bernese .wild bull, by way of bugle. 'I’his little party crossed 
the moat by the temporary bridge, and moved on to the verge 
of the forest, which lay adjacent to the castle, and the skirts of 
which were most likely to conceal any ambuscade that could be 
apprehended. The moon was now uj), and near the full, so 
that Arthur, from the elevation on which the castle stood, 
could trace their slow, cautious march, amid the broad silver 
light, until they were lost in the depths of the forest. 

When this object had ceased to occupy his eyes, the thoughts 
of his lonely watch again returned to Anne of Geierstein, and 
to the singular, expression of distress.’ and apprehehsion ^yhich 
had that evening clouded her beautiful features. Theti the 
blush which had chased, for the moment, paleness and terror 
from her countenance, at the instant his eyes encormtered hers 
— ^was it anger — ^was it modesty—was it some softer feeling, 
more gentle than the one, more tender than the other! Young 
Philipison, who, like Chaucer’s Squire, was ‘os modest as a 
mftid.’ almost trembled to give to that look the favourable ititer- 
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pretation which a more self-satisfied gallant would have applied 
to it without scruple. No hue of rising or setting day was 
ever so lovely in the eyes of the young man as that blush was 
in his recollection ; nor did ever enthusiastic visionary or 
poetical dreamer find out so many fanciful forms in the clouds 
as Arthur divined various interpretations from the indications 
of interest which had passed over the beautiful countenance of 
the Swiss maiden. 

In the meantime, the thought suddenly burst on his reverie, 
that it could little concern him what was the cause of the per- 
turbation she had exhibited. They had met at no distant 
period for the first time; they must soon part for ever. She 
could be nothing more to him than the remembrance of a 
beautiful vision, and he could have no other part in her memory 
save as a stranger from a foreign land, who had been a so- 
journer for a season in her uncle’s house, but whom she could 
never expect to see again. When this idea intruded on the 
train of romantic visions which agitated him^ it was like the 
sharp stroke of the harpoon, which awaRens the whale from 
slumbering torpidity into violent action. The gateway in 
which the young soldier kept his watch seemed suddenly too 
narrow for him. He rushed across the temporary bridge, and 
hastily traversed a short space of ground in front of the tete- 
du-ponty or defensive work, on which its outer extremity 
rested. 

Here for a time ho paced the narrow extent to which he was 
confined by his duty as a sentinel, with long and rapid strides, 
as if he had been engaged by vow to take the greatest possible 
quantity of exercise upon that limited space of ground. His 
exertion, however, produced the effect of in some degree com- 
posing his mind, recalling him to himself, and reminding him 
of the numerous reasons which prohibited his fixing his atten- 
tion, much more his affections, upon this young person, however 
fascinating she was. 

‘ I have surely,’ he thought, as he slackened his pace and 
shouldered his heavy partjzan, ‘ sense enough left to recollect 
my condition and my difties — to think of my father, to whom 
I am all in all, and to think also on the dishonour which must 
aoc^e to me, were I capable of winning the affections of a 
frabfc-hearted and confiding girl, jbo whom I could never do 
justice by dedicating my life to return them. No,’ he said to 
himself^ ‘ she will soon forget me, and I will study to remember 
her no otherwise than I would a pleasing dream, which hath for 
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a moment crossed a night .of perils and dangers, such as my 
life seems doomed to be.’ 

As he spoke, he stopped short in his walk, and |S he rested 
on his weapon, a tear rose unbidden to his eye and stole down 
his cheek without being wiped away. But he combated this 
gentler mood of passion as he had formerly battled with that 
which was of a wilder and more desperate character. Shaking 
off the dejection and sinking of spirit which he felt creeping 
upon him, he resumed, at the same time, the air and attitude of 
an attentive sentinel, and recalled his mind to the duties of his 
watch, which, in the tumult of his feelings, he had almost 
forgotten. But what was his astonishment when, as he looked 
out bn the clear landscape, there passed from the bridge towards 
the forest, crossing him in the broad moonlight, the living and 
moving likeness of Anne of Geierstein ! 



CHAPTER X 


We know not when we sleep nor when we wake. 

Visions distinct and perfect cross our eye, 

Which to the slumberer seem realities ; 

And while they waked, some men have seen such sights 
As set at nought the evidence of sense, 

And left them well persuaded they were dreaming. 

Anonymous. 

The apparition of Anne of Geierstein crossed her lover — her 
admirer, at least, we must call him — within shorter time than 
we can tell the story. But it was distinct, perfect, and un- 
doubted. In the very instant when the young Englishman, 
shaking off his fond despondency, raised his head to look out 
upon the scene of his watch, she came from the nearer end of 
the bridge, crossing the path of the sentinel, upon whom she 
did not ‘even cast a look, and passed .with a rapid yet steady 
pace towards the verge of the woodland. 

It woijld have been natural, though Arthur had been 
directed not to challenge persons who left the castle, but only 
such as might approach it, that he should nevertheless, had it 
only been in mere civility, have held some communication, 
however slight, with the maiden as she crossed his post. But 
the suddenness of her appearance took from him for the instant 
both speech and motion. It seemed as if his own imagination 
had raised up a phantom, presenting to his outward senses the 
form and features which engrossed his mind ; and he was silent, 
partly at least from the* idea that what he gazed upon was, 
immaterial and not of this world. 

It would have been no less natural that Anne of Geierstein 
shdnM linve in some manner acknowledged the person who had 
spent a considerable time under® the same roof with her, had 
teen often her partner in the dance, and her companion in the 
0eld ; but she did not evince the slightest token of recognition 
nor even look towards him as she passed ; her eye was on the 
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wood, to which she advanced swiftly and steadily, and she was 
hidden by its boughs ere Arthur had recollected himself suffi- 
ciently to determine what to do. 

His first feeling was anger at himself for suffering her to 
pass unquestioned, when it might well chance that, upon any 
errand which •called her forth at so extraordinary a time and, 
place, he might have been enabled to afford her assistance, or 
at least advice. This sentiment was for a short time so pre- 
dominant, that he ran towards the place where he had seen the 
skirt of her dress disappear, and, whispering her name as loud 
as the fear of alarming the castle permitted, conjured her to 
return, and hear him but for a few brief moments. No answer, 
however, was returned ; and when the branches of the trees 
began to darken over his head and to intercept the moonlight, 
he recollected that he was leaving his post, and exposing his 
fellow-travellers^ who were trusting in his vigilance, to the 
danger of surprise. 

He hastened, therefore, back to the castle gate, with matter 
for deeper and more inextricable doubt and anxiety than had 
occupied him during the commencement of his watch. He 
asked himself in vain, with what purpose that modest young 
maiden, whose manners were frank, but whose conduct had 
always seemed so delicate and reserved, could sally forth at 
midnight like a damsel-errant in romance, when she was in a 
strange country and suspicious neighbourhood ; yet he rejected, 
as he would have shnink from blasphemy, any interpretation 
which could have thrown censure upon Anne of ,Geierstein. 
No, nothing was she capable of doing for which a friend could 
have to blush. But connecting her previous agitation with the 
extraordinary fact of her leaving the castle, alone and defence- 
less, at such an hour, Arthur necessarily concluded it must 
argue some cogent reason, and, as was most likely, of an un- 
pleasant nature. ‘I will watch her return,' ho internally 
uttered, ‘ and, if she will give me an opportunity, I will convoy 
to her the assurance that there is one faithful bosom in her 
neighbourhood, which is bound in 'honour and gratitude to 
pour out every drop of its blood, if by doing so it can protect 
her from the slightest inconvenience. This is no silly fljght of 
romance, for which common sense has a right to rep^atch pae : 
it is only what I ought to do5 what I must do, or iot^go every 
claim to be termed a man of honesty or honouri^ 

' Yet scarce did the young man think himself anchor^ oh a 
resolution which seemed unobjectionable than hie tfeougitts 
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were again adrift. He reflected that Anne might have a desire 
to visit the neighbouring town of B^le, to which she had been 
invited the day before, and where her uncle had friends. It 
was indeed an uncommon hour to select for such a purpose > 
but Arthur was aware that the Swiss maidens feared neither 
solitary walks nor late hours, and that Anne would have walked 
among her own hills by moonlight much farther than the 
distance betwixt their place of encampment and Bale, to see a 
sick friend, or for any similar purpose. To press himself on 
her confidence, then, might be impertinence, not kindness ; and 
as she had passed him without taking the slightest notice of 
his presence, it was evident she did not mean voluntarily to 
make him her confidant ; and probably she was involved in no 
difficulties where his aid could be useful. In that case, the 
duty of a gentleman was to permit her to return as she had 
gone forth, unnoticed and unquestioned, leaving it with 
herself to hold communication with him or not as she should 
choose. 

Another idea, belonging to the age, also passed through his 
mind, though it made no strong impression upon it. This 
form, so perfectly resembling Anne of Geierstein, might be a 
deception of the sight, or it might be one of those fantastic 
apparitions concerning which there were so many tales told in 
all countries, and of which Switzerland and Germany had, as 
Arthur well knew, their full share. The internal and undefin- 
able feelings which restrained him fibm accosting the maiden, 
as might have been natural for him to have done, are easily 
explained, on the supposition that his mortal frame shrunk 
from an encounter with a being of a different nature. There 
had also been some expressions of the magistrate of B^le which 
niight apply to the castle’s being liable to be haunted by 
beings from another world. But though the general belief in 
such ghostly apparitions prevented the Englishman from being 
positively incredulous on the subject, yet the instructions of 
his father, a man of great intrepidity and distinguished good 
sense, had taught him to bo extremely unwilling to refer 
anything to supernatviral interferences which was capable of 
explaQatiou by ordinary rules; and he therefore shook off, 
without difficulty, any feelings of superstitious fear which for 
an instant connected itself with^his nocturnal adventure. He 
resolved finally to suppress all disquieting conjecture on the 
subj^t, and to await firmly, if not patiently, the return of the 
fair vision, which, if it should not fully explain the mystery, 
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seemed at least to afford the only chance of throwing light 
upon it. 

Fixed, therefore, in purpose, he traversed the walk which 
his duty permitted, with his eyes fixed on the part of the 
forest where he had seen the beloved form disappear, and 
forgetful for the moment that his watch had any other purpose 
than to observb her return. But from this abstraction of mind 
he was roused by a distant sound in the forest, which seemed 
the' clash of armour. Recalled at once to a sense of his duty, 
and its importance to his father and his fellow-travellers, 
Arthur planted himself on the temporary bridge, where a stand 
could best be made, and turned both eyes and ears to watch 
for approaching danger. The sound of arms and footsteps 
came nearer : spears and helmets advanced from the. green- 
wood glade, and twinkled in the moonlight. But the stately 
form of Rudolph Donnerhugel, marching in front, was easily 
recognised, and announced to our sentinel the return of the 
patrol. Upon their approach to the bridge, the challenge and 
interchange of sign and countersign, which is usual on such 
occasions, took place in due form ; and as Rudolph’s party filed 
off one after another into the castle, he commanded them to 
wake their companions, with whom he intended to renew the 
patrol, and at the same time to send a relief to Arthur 
Philipson, whose watch on the bridge was now ended. This 
last fact was confirmed by the deep and distant toll of the 
minster clock from the ‘town of Bale, which, prolonging its 
sullen -sound over field and forest, announced that midnight 
was past. 

‘And now, comrade,’ continued Rudolph to the Englishman, 

‘ have the cold air and long watch determined thee to retire to 
food and rest, or dost thou still hold the intention of partaking 
our rounds ? ’ 

In very truth it would have been Arthur’s choice to have 
remained in the place where he was, for the purpose of 
watching Anne of Geierstein’s return from her mysterious 
excursion. He could not easily have found an excuse for this, 
however, and he was unwilling to give the haughty Donner- 
hugel the least suspicion that he was inferior in hardihood^ or 
in the power of enduring fatigue, to any of the tall mountaiiaeers 
whose companion he chanced to bo for the present. He did 
no^ therefore, indulge even a moment’s hesitation ; but w^nle 
he restored the borrowed partizan to the sluggish 

came from the castle yawning and stretching himSm Ukb 
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one whose slumbers had been broken by no welcome summons 
when they were deepest and sweetest, he acquainted Rudolph 
th$t he retained his purpose of partaking in his reconnoitring 
duty. They were speedily joined by the rest of the patrolling 
party, amongst whom was Rudiger, the eldest son of the 
Lan^mman- of Unterwalden ; and when, led by the Bernese 
champion, they had reached the skirts of the forest, Rudolph 
commanded three of them to attend Rudiger Biederman. 

‘ Thou wilt make thy round to the left side,^ said the Ber- 
nese, ‘ I will draw off to the right ; see thou keepest a good look- 
out, and we will meet merrily at the place appointed. Take 
one of the hounds with you. I will keep Wolf-fanger, who will 
open on a Burgundian as readily as on a bear.^ 

Rudiger moved off with his party to the left, according to the 
directions received ; and Rudolph, having sent forward one of 
his number in front and stationed another in the rear, com- 
manded the third to follow himself and Arthur Philipson, who 
thus constituted the main body of the patrol. Having inti- 
mated to their immediate attendant to keep at such distance 
as to allow them freedom of conversation, Rudolph addressed 
the Englishman with the familiarity which their recent friend- 
ship had created, ‘And now. King Arthur, what thinks the 
Majesty of England of our Helvetian youth? Could they 
will guerdon in tilt or tourney, thinkest thou, noble prince ? 
Or would they rank but amongst the coward knights of 
Cornouailles * 

‘For tilt and tourney 1 cannot answer,^ said Arthur, sum- 
moning up* his spirits to reply, ‘because 1 never beheld one of 
you mounted on a steed, or having spear in rest. But if strong 
limbs and stout hearts are to be considered, I would match you 
Swiss gallants with those of any country in the universe where 
manhood is to be looked for, whether it be in heart or hand.^ 
‘Thou speakest us fair; and, young Englishman,’ said 
Rudolph, ‘ know that we think as highly of thee, of which I 
will presently afford thee a proof. Thou talked’st but now of 
horses. I know but little of them ; yet I judge thou wouldst 
not buy a steed which *^11011 hadst only seen covered with 
trappings, or encumbered with saddle and bridle, but wouldst 
desire td look at him when stripped, and in his natural state of 
freedom V ^ 

‘Ay, marry, Avould I,’ said Arthur, ‘Thou hast spoken on 

* Thei^hivaltry of Cornwall arc generally undervalued in the Norman-French romances. 
Hie cause Is.dimoult to discover. 
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that as if thou hadst been born in a district called Yorkshire, 
which men call the merriest part of Merry England/ 

* Then I tell thee,' said Rudolph Donnerhugel, ‘ that thou 
hast seen our Swiss youth but half, since thou hast observed 
them as yet only in their subnrissive attendance upon the elders 
of their canons, or, at most, in their mountain sports, which, 
though they may show men's outward strength and activity, 
can throw no light on the spirit and disposition by which that 
strength and activity are to be guided and directed in matters 
of high enterprise.' 

The Swiss probably designed that these remarks should 
excite the curiosity of the stranger. But the Englishman bad 
the image, look, and form of Anno of Geierstein, as she had 
passed him in the silent hours of his watch, too constantly 
before him to enter willingly upon a subject of conversation 
totally foreign to what agitated his mind. He, therefore, only 
compelled himself to reply in civility, that ho had no doubt his 
esteem for the Swiss, both aged and young, would increase in 
proportion with his fnore intimate knowledge of the nation. 

He was then silent ; and Donnerhugel, disappointed, perhaps, 
at having failed to excite his curiosity, walked also in silence 
by his side, Arthur, meanwhile, was considering with himself 
whether he should mention to his companion the circumstance 
which occupied his own mind, in the hope that the kinsman of 
Anne of Geierstein, and ancient friend of her house, might be 
able to throw some lighl on the subject. 

But he felt within his mind an insunnouutable objection to 
converse with the Swiss on a subject in which Anne wa^ concerned. 
That Rudolph made pretensions to her favour could hardly bo 
doubted ; and though Arthur, had the question been put to 
him, must in common consistency have resigned all competition 
on the subject, still he could not bear to think on the possibility 
of his rival's success, and would not willingly have endured to 
hear him pronounce her name. 

Perhaps it was owing to this secret irritability that Aithur, 
though he made every eifort to coqceal and to overcome the 
sensation, still felt a secret dislike Rudolph Donnerhugel, 
whose frank, but some, what coarse, familiarity was miugled with 
a certain air of protection and patronage, which the Englishman 
thought was by no means called for. Ho met the openness of 
the Bernese, indeed, with equal fmnkness, but he was ever and 
anon tempted to reject or repel the totie of superiority by 
which it was accompanied. The circumstances of their duel 
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hid given the Swisd no ground for such triumph; nor did 
Arthur feel himself included in that roll of the Swiss youth 
over whom Rudolph exercised domination, by general consent. 
So little did Philipson relish this affectation of superiority, that' 
the poor jest that termed him King Arthur, although quite 
indiferent to him when applied by any of the Biqjiermans, was 
rather offensive when Rudolph took the same liberty ; so that 
he often found himself in the awkward condition of one who is 
internally irritated, without having any outward manner of 
testifying it with propriety. Undoubtedly, the root of all this 
tacit dislike to the young Bernese was a feeling of rivalry ; but 
it was a feeling which Arthur dared not avow even to himself. 
It was sufficiently powerful, however, to suppress the slight in- 
clination he had felt to speak with Rudolph on the passage of 
the night which had most interested him ; and as the topic of 
conversation introduced by his companion had been suffered to 
drop, tney walked on side by side in silence, ‘ with the beard 
on the shoulder,’ as the Spaniard says — looking round, that is, 
on all hands — and thus performing the duty of a vigilant watch. 

At length, after they had walked nearly a mile through 
forest and field, making a circuit around the ruins of Graffs- 
lust, of such an extent as to leave no room for an ambush 
betwixt them and the place, the old hound, led by the vidette 
who was foremost, stopped and uttered a low growl. 

* How now, Wolf-fanger ! ’ said Rudplph, advancing. ‘ What, 
old fellow I dost thou not know friends from foes? Come, 
what sayest thou, on better thoughts? Thou must not lose 
character In thy old age ; try it again.’ 

The dog raised his head, snuffed the air all around, as if he 
understood what his master had said, then shook his head and 
tidl, as if answering to his voice. 

^Why, there it is now,’ said Donnerhugel, patting the 
animal’s shaggy back ; ‘ second thoughts are worth gold : thou 
seest it is a friend after all.’ 

The dog again shook his tail, and moved forward with the 
same unconcern as before ; Rudolph fell back into his place, 
and his companion said to him — 

‘We arc about to meet Rudiger and our companions, I 
suppose, and the dog hears their footsteps, though we cannot.’ 

^ It can scarcely yet be Rudiger,’ said the Bernese : * his 
walk around the castle is of a wider circumference than ours. 
Some one approaches, however, for Wolf-fanger is again dis- 
satisfied. Look sharply out on all sides.’ 
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As Eudolph gave his party the word tp be on the alert, they 
reached an open glade, in which were scattered, at consider- 
able distance from each other, some old pine-trees of gigantic 
size, which seemed yet huger and blacker than ordinary, from 
their broad sable tops and shattered branches being displayed 
against the clear and white moonlight. *We shall here, at 
least,' said tlie Swiss, ‘have the advantage of seeing clearly 
whatever approaches. But I judge,' said he, after looking 
around for a minute, ‘it is but some wolf or deer that has 
crossed our path, and the scent disturbs the hound. Hold — 
stop — yes, it must be so — he goes on.' 

The dog accordingly proceeded, after having given some 
signs of doubt, uncertainty, and even anxiety. Apparently, 
however, he became reconciled to what had disturbed him, 
and proceeded once more in the ordinary manner. 

‘This is singular!' said Arthur Philipson; ‘and, to my 
thinking, I savr an object close by yonder patch of thicket, 
where, as well as I can guess, a few thoni and hazel bushes 
surround the stems of four or five large trees.' 

‘My eye has been on that very thicket for these five 
minutes past, and I saw nothing,' said Rudolph. 

‘Nay, but,' answered the young Englishman, ‘I saw the 
object, whatever it was, while you were engaged in attending 
to the dog. And by your permission, I will forward and 
examine the spot.' 

‘ Were you, strictly * speaking, under my command,' said 
Donnerhugel, ‘I would command you to keep your place. If 
they be foes, it is essential that we should remaiil together. 
But you are a volunteer in our watch, and therefore may use 
your freedom.' 

‘ I thank you,' answered Arthur, and sprung (]uickly forward. 

He felt, indeed, at the moment, that ho was not acting 
courteously as an individual, nor perhaps correctly as a soldier; 
and that he ought to have rendered obedience, for the time, to 
the captain of the party in which ho had enlisted himself. 
But, on the other hand, the object w;hich he had seen, though 
at a distance and imperfectly, seemed to bear a resemblance to 
the retiring form of A;ine of Geiorstoin, as she had vanished 
from his eyes, an hour or two before, under the cover of the 
jfeirest; and his ungovernably curiosity to ascertain whether it 
might not be the maiden in person allowed, him to listen to 
no other consideration. 

Ere Rudolph had spoken out his few words of reply, -Arthur 
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was half-way to the thicket. It was, as it had seemed at a 
distance, of small extent, and not fitted to hide any person 
who did not actually couch down amongst the dwarf bushes 
and underwood. Anything white, also, which bore the human, 
size and form, must, he thought, have been discovered among 
the dark-red stems and swarthy-coloured bushfes which were 
before him. These observations were mingled with other 
thoughts. If it was Anne of Geierstein whom he had a second 
time seen, she must have left the niore open path, desirous 
probably Qf avoiding notice ; and what right or title had he to 
direct upon her the observation of the patrol? He had, he 
thought, observed that in general the maiden rather repelled 
than encouraged the attentions of Eudolph Donnerhugel ; or, 
where it would have been discourteous to have rejected them 
entirely, that she endured without encouraging them. What, 
then, could be the propriety of his intruding upon her private 
walk, singular, indeed, from time and place, but which, on that 
account, she might bo more desirous to keep secret from the 
observation of one who was disagreeable to her? Nay, was it 
not possible that Rudolph might derive advantage to his 
otherwise unacceptable suit by possessing the knowledge of 
something which the maiden desired to be concealed,? 

As these thoughts pressed upon him, Arthur made a pause, 
with his eyes fixed on the thicket, from which he was now 
scarce thirty yards distant ; and although scrutinising it with 
all the keen accuracy which his iTncertainty and anxiety 
dictated, he was actuated by a strong feeling that it would 
be wisest •to turn back to his companions, and report to 
Rudolph that his eyes had deceived him. 

But, while he was yet undecided whether to advance or 
return, the object which he had seen became again visible on 
the verge of the thicket, and advanced straight towards him, 
bearing, as on the former occasion, the exact dress and figure 
of Anne of Geierstein ! This vision — for the time, place, and 
suddenness of the appearance made it seem rather an illusion 
than a reality — struck Arthur with surprise, which amounted 
to terror. The figure passed within a spear^s-length, unchal- 
lenged by him, and giving not the slightest sign of recognition ; 
and, directing its course to the right hand of Rudolph and the 
two or three who were with him, was again lost among the 
broken ground and bushes. 

Once more the young man was reduced to a state of the 
most ‘ inextricable doubt ; nor was he roused from the stupor 
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into which he was thrown till the voice of the Bernese sounded 
in his ear — ‘ Why, how now, King Arthur ; art thou asleep, or 
art thou wounded ? * 

‘Neither,^ said Philipson, collecting himself; ‘only much 
surprised/ 

‘ Surprised ! and at what, most royal ' 

‘Forbear <^foolery,’ said Arthur, somewhat sternly, ‘and 
answer as thou art a man — Did she not meet thee ? — didst thou 
not see her ? ’ 

‘ See her ! — see whom ? ' said Donnerhugel. ‘ I saw no one. 
And I could have sworn you had seen no one either, for I had 
you in my eye the whole time of your absence, excepting two 
or three moments. If you saw aught, why gave you not the 
alarm ? ^ 

‘ Because it was only a woman,^ answered Arthur, faintly, 

‘ Only a woman ! ’ repeated Rudolph, in a tone of contempt. 
* By my honest word. King Arthur, if I had not seen pretty 
flashes of valour fly from thee at times, I should be apt to 
think that thou hadstionly a woman^s courage thyself. Strange, 
that a shadow by night, or a precipice in the day, should quell 
so bold a spirit as thou hast often shown ’ 

‘And as I will ever show, when occasion demands it,’ inter- 
rupted the Englishman, with recovered spirit. ‘ But I swear to 
you that, if I be now daunted, it is by no merely earthly fears 
that my mind hath been for a moment subdued.’ 

‘ Let us proceed on our walk,’ said Rudolph : ‘ we must not 
neglect the safety of our friends. This appearance of which 
thou speakest may be but a trick to inteirupt our duty.’ 

They moved on through the moonlight glades. A minute’s 
reflection restored young Philipson to his full recollection, and 
with that to the painful consciousness that he had played a 
ridiculous and unworthy j»art in the presence of the person 
whom (of the male sex, at least) he would the very last have 
chosen as a witness of his weakness. 

He ran hastily over the relations which stood betwixt him- 
self, Donnerhugel, the Landamman, his niece, and the rest of 
that family ; and, contrary to the opinion which he had enter- 
tained but a short whilp before, settled in his own mind that it 
was his duty to mention to the immediate leader under whom 
he had placed himself the appearance which he had twice 
observed in the course of that night’s duty. There might be 
family circumstances — the payment of a vow, perhaps, or some 
such reason — which might render intelligible to her connexions 



ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN 


111 


the . behaviour of this young lady. Besides, he was for the 
present a soldier on duty, and these mysteries might be 
fraught with evils to be anticipated or guarded against; in 
either case, his companions were entitled to be made aware of. 
what he had seen. It must be supposed that this resolution 
was adopted, when the sense of duty, and of shame for the 
weakness which he had exhibited, had for the mortient subdued 
Arthur’s personal feelings towards Anne of Geierstein — feelings, 
also, liable to be chilled by the mysterious uncertainty which 
the events of that evening had cast, like a thick mist, around 
the object of them. 

While the Englishman’s reflections were taking this turn, 
his captain or companion, after a silence of several minutes, at 
length addressed him. 

‘ I believe,’ he said, ^ my dear comrade, that, as being at 
present your officer, I have some title to hear from you the 
report of what you have just now seen, since it must be some- 
thing of importance which could so strongly agitate a mind so 
firm as yours. But if, in your own opinioii, it* consists with the 
general safety to delay your report of what you have seen until 
wo return to the castle, and then to deliver it to the private 
car of the Landamman, you have only to intimate your 
purpose ; and, far from urging you to place confidence in me 
personally, though I hope 1 am not undeserving of it, I will 
authorise your leaving us, and returning instantly to the 
castle.’ ‘ • 

This ])roposal touched him to whom it was made exactly in 
the right •place. An absolute demand of his confidence might 
perhaps have been declined; the tone of moderate request 
and conciliation fell presently in with the Englishman’s own 
reflections. 

‘ 1 am sensible,’ he said, ‘ haiiptman, that I ought to mention 
to you that which I have seen to-night ; but on the first occa- 
sion it did not fall within my duty to do so, and now that I 
have a second time witnessed the same appearance, I have felt 
for those few seconds so much surprised at what I have seen, 
that even yet I can scarce find words to express it.’ 

* A{j I cannot guess what you may have to say,’ replied the 
Bernese, must beseech you to be explicit. We are but poor 
readers of riddles, we thick-headed Switzers.’ 

‘ Yet it is but a riddle which* I have to place before you, 
Itudol])!! Donncrhugel,’ answered the Englishman, ‘ and a riddle 
which is fur beyond my own guessing at.’ He then proceeded, 
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though not without hesitation, ‘While you were performing 
your first patrol amongst the ruins, a female crossed the 
bridge from within the castle, walked by my post without 
saying a single word, and vanished under the shadows of the 
forest/ 

‘ Ha ! * exclaimed Donnerhugel, and made no further answer. 

Arthur pfbceeded. ‘Within these five minutes, the same 
female form passed me a second time, issuing from the little 
thicket and clump of firs, and disappeared, without exchanging 
a word. Know, farther, this apparition bore the form, face, 
gait, 8lnd dress of your kinswoman, Anne of Geierstein.’ 

< Singular enough,’ said Rudolph, in a tone of incredulity. 
‘I must not, I suppose, dispute your word, for you would 
receive doubt on my part as a mortal injury — such is your 
Northern chivalry. Yet, lot me say, I have eyes as well as you, 
and I scarce think they quitted you for a minute. We were 
not fifty yards fi'om the place where I found you standing in 
amazement. How, therefore, should not we also have seen 
that which you ^y and think you saw ? ’ 

‘To that I can give no answer,’ said Arthur. ‘Perhaps 
your eyes were not exactly turned upon me during the short 
space in which I saw this form. Perhaps it might be visible — 
as they say fantastic appearances sometimes are — to only one 
person at a time.’ 

‘ You suppose, then, that the appearance was imaginary or 
fantastic?’ said the Benlfese. 

‘Can I tell you?’ replied the Englishman. ‘The church 
gives its warrant that there are such things ; and fftirely it is 
more natural to believe this apparition to be an illusion than 
to suppose that Anne of Geierstein, a gentle and well-nurtured 
maiden, should be traversing the woods at this wild hour, when 
safety and propriety so strongly recommend her being within 
doors.’ 

‘There is much in what you say,’ said Rudolph; ‘and yet 
there are stories afloat, though few care to mention them, 
which seem to allege that Anne of Geierstein is not altogether 
such as other maidens ; and that slio- has l)een met with, in 
body and spirit, where she could hardly have como by her own 
Xmasdsted efibrts.’ 

,‘HaP said Arthur; ‘so young, so beautiful, and iilready in 
l^eagoc with the destroyer of mankind 1 It m impossible.’ 

said not so,’ replied the Bernese; ‘nor have I leisure at 
pi^^ggat to explain my meaning more fully. As we ret\irn to 
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the castle of GrafFslust, I may have an opportunity to tell you 
more. But I chiefly brought you on this patrol to introduce 
you to some friends, whom you will be pleased to know, and 
who desire your acquaintance ; and it is hero I expect to meet 
them.' 

So saying; he turned round the projecting corper of a rock, 
and an unexpected scene was presented to the eyes of the 
young Englishman. 

In a sort of nook, or corner, screened by the rocky projec- 
tion, there burned a largo fire of wood, and around it sat, 
reclined, or lay, twelve or fifteen young men in the Swiss garb, 
but decorated with ornaments and embroidery, wdiich reflected 
back the light of the fire. The same red gleam was returned 
by silver wine-cups, which circulated from hand to hand with 
the flasks w^hich filled them. Arthur could also observe the 
relics of a banquet, to which due honour seemed to have been 
lately rendered. 

The revellers started joyfully up at the sight of Donner- 
hugel and his companions, and saluted him, easily distinguished 
as he was by his stature, by the title of captain, warmly and 
cxultingly uttered, while, at the same time, every tendency to 
noisy acclamation was cautiously suppressed. The zeal indi- 
cated that lUidol})h came most welcome ; the caution that he 
came in seciet, and was to be received with mystery. 

^JV) the general greeting he answe^’cd — ‘1 thank you, my 
brav'c comrades. FI as Jiudiger yet reached you?' 

‘ Thou see’st he has not,' said one of the party ; ‘ had it 
been so, w*c would have detained him Iiere till your coming, 
brav(^ captain.' 

‘ He has loitered on his patrol,' said the Bernese. ‘ We, too, 
were delayed, yet we are here before him. I bring with me, 
comrades, the brave Faiglishmau whom 1 mentioned to you as 
a desirable associate in our daring jmrposc.' 

‘ He is welcome — most welcome to us,' said a young man, 
whose richly embroidered dress of azure blue gave him an air 
of authority — ‘ most welc^)ine is he, if he brings with him a 
heart and a hand to ser\^ our noble task.' 

‘ For both T w ill be responsible,' said Budolph. ‘ Pass the 
wine-cup, then, to the success of our glorious enterprise, and 
the health of this our new associate !' 

While they were replenishing the cups with wine of a 
quality far superior to any which Arthur had yet tasted in these 
regions, ho thought it right, before engaging himself in the 

xxin 8 
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pledge, to learn the secret object of the association which, 
seemed desirous of adopting him. 

‘Before I engage my poor services to you, fair sirs, since it 
pleases you to desire them, permit me,^^he iaid, ‘to aik the 
purpose and character of the undertaking in which they are to 
be employed . • 

‘ Shouldst thou have brought him hither,’ said the cavalier 
in blue to Rudolph, ‘without satisfying him and thyself on 
that point % ’ 

‘ Care not thou about it, Laurenz,’ replied the Bernese, ‘ I 
know my man. Be it known, then, to you, my good friend,’ 
he continued, addressing the Englishman, ‘ that my comrades 
and I are determined at once to declare the freedom of the 
Swiss commerce, and to resist to tlie death, if it be necessary, 
all unlawful and extortionate demands on the part of our 
neighbours.’ 

‘ I understand so much,’ said the young Englishman, ‘ and 
that the present deputation proceeds to the Duke of Burgundy 
with remonstrances to that effect.’ 

‘Hear me,’ replied Rudolph. ‘The question is like to be 
brought to a bloody determination long ere we sec the Duke 
of Burgundy’s most august and most gracious countenance. 
That his influence should be used to exclude us from Bale, a 
neutral town, and pertaining to the Empire, gives us cause to ex- 
pect the worst reception ^hen we enter his own dominions. We 
have’ even reason to think that we might have suffered from his 
hatred already, but for the vigilance of tlic ward which we have 
: kept. Horsemen, from the direction of La Fcrette,* have this 
night reconnoitred our posts; and liad they not found \is ])re- 
pared, we had/without question, been attacked in our quarters. 
But since we have escaped U>-night, wo niust take care for 
to-morrow. For this purpose, a number of the bravest youth 
of the city of Bale, incensed at the pusillanimity of their 
magistrates, are determined to join us, in order to wipe away 
the disgrace which the cowardly iiihospitality of their magistracy 
has brought on their native place.’ 

*That we will do ere the stin, that Will rise two hours luiuce, 
shall sink into the we'stem sky,’ said the cavalier in blue ; a?id 
thosd around joined him in stern assent, 

* Gentle sirs,’ replied Arthur, when there was a pause, ‘k fc 
me remind you that the embassy which you attend is a peact- 
fill one, and that those who act as its escort ought to avoid 
apy tiling which can augment the diflbrences which it comes to 
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reconcile.' .You cannot expect to receive offence in the Duke’s 
dominions, the privileges of envoys being respected in all civilised 
countries ; and you will, I am sure, desire to oflfer none.’ 

‘We may be subjected to insult, however,’ replied the 
Bernese, ‘ and that through your concerns, Arthur Philipson, 
and l^hose of thy father.’ 

‘ I understand you not,’ replied Philipson. 

‘ Your father,’ answered Donnerhngel, ‘ is a merchant, and 
bears with him wares of small bulk but high value ? ’ 

‘ He does so,’ answered Arthur ; ‘ and what of that ? ’ 

‘ Marry,’ answered Eudolph, ‘ that, if it be not better looked 
to, the Bandog of Burgundy is like to fall heir to a large prO' 
portion of your silks, satins, and jewellery work.’ 

‘ Silks, satins, and jewels ! ’ exclaimed another of the 
revellers ; ‘ such wares will not pass toll-free where Archibald 
of Hagenbach^ hath authority.’ 

‘Fair sirs,’ resumed Arthur, after a moment’s consideration, 

‘ these wares arc my father’s property, not mine ; and it is for 
him, not me, to pronounce how much of them he might be con- 
tent to part with in the way of toll, rather than give occasion 
to a fray, in which his companions, who have received him into 
tlicir society, must be exposed to injury as well as himself. I 
can only say, that he has weighty affairs at the court of Bur- 
gundy, which must render him desirous of reaching it in peace 
with all men ; and it is my private J)elief that, gather than 
incur the loss and danger of a broil with the garrison of La 
Ferctte, he would be contented to sacrifice all the property 
which he has at present with him. Therefore, I must request 
of you, gentlemen, a space to consult his pleasure on this occa- 
sion ; assuring you that, if it be his will to resist the payment 
of these duties to Burgundy, you shall find in me one who is, 
fully determined to fight to the last drop of his blood.’ 

‘Good King Arthur,’ said Eudolph, ‘thou art a dutiful 
observer of the Fourth [Fifth] Commandment, and thy days shall 
bo long in the land. Do not suppose us neglectful of the same 
duty, although, for the present, we conceive ourselves bound, 
in the first place, to attend to the weal of our country, the 
(iommon parent of our fathers and ourselves. But, as you know 
our profound respect for the Landamman, you need not fear 
that we shall willingly offer him offence, by rashly engaging in 
hostilities, or without some weighty reason ; and an attempt 
to plunder his guest would have been met, on his part, with 
resistance to the death. I had hoped to find both you and 
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your father prompt enough to resent such a gross injury. 
Nevertheless, if your father inclines to present his fleece to be 
shorn by Archibald of Hagenbach, whose scissors, he will find, 
clip pretty closely, it would be unnecessary and uncivil in us 
to interpose. Meantime, you have the advantage of knowing 
that, in case t^e governor of La Ferette should be disposed to 
strip you of skin as well as fleece, there are more men close at 
hand than you looked for, whom you will find both able and 
willing to render you prompt assistance.^ 

‘ On these terms,’ said the Englishman, ‘ I make my acknow- 
ledgments to these gentlemen of Bale, or whatever other country 
hath sent them forth, and pledge them in a brotherly cup to 
our farther and more intimate acquaintance.’ 

‘Health and prosperity to the United Cantons and their 
friends!’ answered the Blue Cavalier. ‘And death and con- 
fusion to all besides.’ ♦ 

The cups were replenished ; and, instead of a shout of ap* 
plause, the young men around testified their devoted determina- 
tion to the cause which was thus announced by grasping each 
other’s hands, and then brandishing their weapons with a fierce 
yet noiseless gesture. 

‘Thus,’ said Rudolph Donnerhugel, ‘our illustrious ances- 
tors, the fathers of Swiss independence, met in the immortal 
field of Rutli, between Uri and Unterwalden. Thus they swore 
to each other, under the blue firmament of heaven, that they 
would restore the liberty of their oppressed country ; and history 
can tell how well they kept their word.’ 

‘And she shall record,’ said the Blue Cavalier, ‘how well 
the present Switzers can preserve the freedom which tlieir 
fathers won. Proceed in your rounds, good Rudolph, arid be 
assured that, at the signal of the hauptmaii, tlie soldiers will 
not be far absent ; all is arranged as formerly, unless you have 
new orders to give us.’ 

‘Hark thee hither, Laurenz,’ sfiid Rudolph to the Tfiut' 
Cavalier ; and Arthur could hear liirn say, ‘ Beware, my fritnul, 
that the Rhine wine be not abused ; ’*f tliere is too much pio- 
vision of it, manage to destroy the flasks — a imdo may stumble, 
thou knowest, or so. Giv<3 not way to Rudiger in this, lie is 
grown a winebibber since he joined us. We must bring both 
heart and hand to what may be done to-morrow.’ They then 
whispered so low that Arthur could hear nothing of tlieir 
farther conference, and bid each other adieu, after clasping 
hands, as if they were renewing some solemn pledge of union. 
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Rudolph and his party then moved forward, and were scarce 
out of sight of their new associates, when the vidette, or fore- 
most of their patrol, gave the signal of alarm. Arthur’s 
heart leaped to his lips. ‘ It is Anne of Geierstein ! ’ he said 
internally. 

‘The dogs are silent,’ said the Bernese. ‘Those who ap- 
proach must be the companions of our watch.’ 

They proved, accordingly, to be Rudiger and his party, who, 
halting on the appearance of their comrades, made and under- 
went a formal challenge — such advance had the Swiss already 
made in military discipline, which was but little and rudely 
studied by the infantry in other parts of Europe. Arthur 
could hear Rudolph take his friend Rudiger to task for not 
meeting him at the halting-place appointed. ‘ It leads to new 
revelry on your arrival,’ he said, ‘ and to-morrow must find us 
cool and determined.’ 

‘Cool as an icicle, noble hauptman,’ answered the son of 
the Landarnman, ‘ and determined as the rocl^ it hangs upon.’ 

Rudolph again recommended temperance, and the young 
Biederman promised compliance. The two parties passed each 
other with friendly though silent greeting ; and there was soon 
a considerable distance between them. 

The country was more open on the side of the castle around 
which tlicir duty now led them than where it lay opposite to 
tlie principal gate. The glades were broad, the trees thinly 
scattered over pasture-land, and there were no thickets, ravines, 
or similar places of ambush, so that the eye might, in the clear 
moonlight* well command the country. 

‘ Here,’ said Rudolph, ‘ we may judge ourselves secure enough 
for some conference ; and therefore may I ask thee, Arthur of 
England, now thou hast seen us more closely, what thinkest 
thou of the Switzer youth ? If thou hast learned less than I 
could have wished, thank thine own uncommunicative temper, 
which retired in some degree from our confidence.’ 

‘Only in so far as I could not have answered, and therefore 
ought not to have received, it,’ said Arthur. ‘ The judgment 
L have been enabled to '^form amounts, in few words, to this : 
Your purposes are lofty and noble as your mountains ; but the 
stranger from the low country is not accustomed to tread 
the circuitous path by which yoi| ascend them. My foot has 
been alw'ays accustomed to move straight forward upon the 
groens.ward.’ 

‘ You speak in riddles,’ answered the Bernese. 



118 


WAVERLEY NOVELS 


‘Not so/ returned the Englishman. ‘I think you ought 
plainly to mention to your seniors — the nominal leaders of 
young men who seem well disposed to take their own road — 
that you expect an attack in the neighbourhood of La Ferette, 
and hope for assistance from some of the townsmen of B41e.’ 

‘ Ay, truly/ answered Bonnerhugel ; ‘and the Landamman 
would stop his journey till he despatched a messenger for a 
safe-conduct to the Duke of Burgundy, and should he grant 
it, there were an end of all hope of war.’ 

‘ True,’ replied Arthur ; ‘ but the Landamman would thereby 
obtain his own principal object, and the sole purpose of the 
mission — that is, the establishment of peace.’ 

‘ Peace — peace ! ’ answered the Bernese hastily. ‘ Were my 
wishes alone to be opposed to those of Arnold Biederman, I 
know so much of his honour and faith, I respect so highly his 
valour and patriotism, that at his voice I would sheathe my 
sword, even if my most mortal enemy stood before me. But 
mine is not the single wish of a single man : the whole of my 
canton and that of Soleurc are determined on war. It was 
by war, noble war, that our fathers came forth f rom the house 
of their captivity ,* it was by War, successful and glorious war, 
that a race, who had been held scarce so much worth tliinking 
on as the oxen which they goaded, emerged at once into liberty 
and consequence, and were honoured because tlicy were feared, 
as much as they had bee^i formerly despised because they were 
unresisting.’ 

‘ This may be all very true,’ siiid the young Englishman ; 
‘but, in my opinion, the object of your mission* has been 
determined by your Diet or House of Commons. They havt^ 
resolved to send you w'ith others as messengers of j)cace ; but yon 
are secretly blowing the coals of war, and wliile all, or most, of 
your senior colleagues are setting out to-morrow in expectation 
of a peaceful journey, you stand prepared for a combat, aini 
look for the means of giving cause for it.’ 

‘ And is it not well that I do sLind so prepared 1 ’ answered 
Rudolph. ‘ If our reception in Burgundy’s dependencies ])v 
peaceful, as you say the rest of the deputfition expect, my 
precautions will be needless ; but at least they can do no liann. 
If it prove otherwise, I shall be the means of averting a great 
misfortune frohi my colleagues, my kinsman Arnold Biedcnnan, 
my fair cousin Anne, your father, yourself — from all of us, in 
short, who are joyously travelling together.’ 

Arthur shook his head. ‘There is somethi)ig in all this,’ 
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he said, ‘ which I understand not, and will not seek to under^ 
stand. I only pray that you will not make my father’s 
conceilis the subject of breaking truce ; it may, as you hint, 
involve the Landamman in a quarrel, which he might otherwise 
have avoided. I am sure my father will never forgive it.’ 

‘ I have pledged my word,’ said Rudolph, ‘ already to that 
effect. But if he should like the usage of the Bandog of Bur- 
gundy less than you seem to apprehend he will, there is no 
harm in your knowing that, in time 'of need, he may be well 
and actively supported.’- 

‘ I am greatly obliged by the assurance,’ replied the English- 
nian. 

‘And thou mayst thyself, my friend,’ continued Rudolph, 
‘ take a warning from what thou hast heard : men go not to a 
bridal in armour, nor to a brawl in silken doublet.’ 

‘ I will be clad to meet the worst,’ said Arthur ; ‘ and for 
that purpose I will don a light hauberk of well-tempered steel, 
proof against spear or arrow ; and I thank you for your kindly 
counsel.’ • 

‘ Nay, thank not me,’ said Rudolph : ‘ I were ill deserving 
to bo a leader did I not make those who are to follow me, 
more especially so trusty a follower as thou art, aware of the 
time when they sliould buckle on their armour and prepare for 
hard blows.’ 

Hero the conversation paused for a moment or two, neither 
(*f the speakers being entirely contented with his companion, 
altliough neither presscxl any further remark. 

Idle Bfjrnese, judging from the feelings which he had seen 
predominate among the traders of his own country, had enter- 
tained little doubt that the Englishman, finding himself power- 
fully supported in })oint of force, would have caught at the 
opportunity to resist paying the exorbitant imposts with which 
he was threatened at the next town, which would probably, 
without any effort on Rudolph’s part, have led to breaking off 
the truce on the part of Arnold Biederman himself, and to an 
instant declaration of hostilities. On the other hand, young 
I’hilipson could not understand or approve of Donnerhugel’s 
conduct, who, himself a member of a peaceful deputation, 
seemed to be animated with the purpose of seizing an oppor- 
tunity to kindle the flames of war. 

Occupied by these various reflections, they walked side by 
side for some time without speaking together, imtil Rudolph 
broke silence. 
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‘Your curiosity is then ended, sir Englishman,* said he, 
‘respecting the apparition of Anne of Geierstein?* 

‘Far from it,* replied Philipson; ‘but I would unwillingly 
intrude any questions on you while you are busy with the 
duties of your patrol.* 

‘That may be considered as over,* said the Bernese, ‘for 
there is not a bush near us to cover a Burgundian knave, and 
a glance around us from time to time is all that is now needful 
to prevent surprise. And so, listen while I tell a tale never 
sung or harped in hall or bower, and which, I begin to think, 
deserves as much credit, at least, as is due to the Tales of the 
Round Table, which ancient troubadours and minnesingers 
dole out to us as the authentic chronicles of your renowned 
namesake. 

‘ Of Anne’s ancestors on the male side of the house,* con- 
tinued Rudolph, ‘I daresay you have heard enough, and are 
well aware how they dwelt in the old walls at Geierstein beside 
the cascade, grinding their vassals, devouring the substance of 
their less powerful neighbours, and jdundering the goods of the 
travellei’s whom ill luck sent within ken of the vulture’s eyrie, 
the one year; and in the next, wearying the shrines for mercy 
for their trespasses, overwhelming the priests with the wealth 
which they showered upon them, and, finally, vowing vows, 
and making pilgrimages, sometimes as palmers, sometimes as 
crusaders, as far as Jerusalem itself, to atone for the iniquities 
which they had committed without hesitation or struggle of 
conscience.* 

‘Such, I have understood,’ replied tlie young Englishman, 

‘ was the history of the house of Geierstein, till Arnold, or his 
immediate ancestors, exchanged the lance foi- the sheep-hook.’ 

‘But it is said,’ replied the Bernese, ‘ that the powerful and 
wealthy Barons of Arnheim, of Swabia, wliose only female 
descendant became the wife to Count Albert of Geierstein, and 
the mother of this young person, whom Swiss call simply Anne, 
-and Germans Countess Anne of Geierstein, were nobles of a- 
different caste. They did not restrict their lives within the 
limits pf sinning and repenting — of plundering harmless peasants 
and pampering fat monks ; but were distinguished for some- 
thing more than buildiilg castles with dungeons and foUer- 
kammers, or torture-chamber^ and founding monasteries with 
galilees and refectories. 

‘These same Barons of Arnheim ivere men who strove to 
enlarge the boundaries of human knowledge', and converted 
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their castle into a species of college, where there were more 
ancient volumes than 'the monks have piled together in the 
library of St. Gall. Nor were their studies in books alone. 
Deep buried in their pnvate laboratories, they attained secrets 
which were afterwards transmitted through the race from 
father to son, and were supposed to have approached nearly to 
the deepest recesses of alchemy. The report o^ their wisdom 
and their wealth was often brought to the Imperial footstool ; 
and in the frequent disputes which the Emperors maintained 
with the Popes of old, it is said they were encouraged, if not 
instigated, by the counsels of the Barons of Arnheim, and 
supported by their treasures. It was, perhaps, such a course 
of politics, joined to the unusual and mysterious studies which 
the family of Arnheim so long pursued, which excited against 
them the generally received opinion that they were assisted in 
their superhuman researches by supernatural influences. The 
priests were active in forwarding this cry against men who, 
perhaps, had no other fault than that of being wiser than 
themselves. • 

‘ “ Look what guests,” they said, “ are received in the halls 
of Arnheim ! Let a Christian knight, crippled in war with the 
Saracens, present himself on the drawbridge, he is guerdoned 
with a crust and a cup of wine, and required to pass on his 
way. If a palmer, redolent of the sanctity acquired by his 
recent visits to the most holy shrines, and by the sacred relics 
which attest and reward his toil, approach the unhallowed 
walls, the warder bends his cross-bow, and the porter shuts the 
gate, as i? the wandering saint brought the plague with him 
from l\alestine. But comes there a grey bearded, glib-tongued 
Greek, with his parchment scrolls, the very letters of which 
are painful to Christian eyes; comes there a Jewish Rabbin, 
with his Talmud and Cabala ; comes there a swarthy sun-burnt 
Moor, who can boast of having read the language of the stars 
in Chaldc^a, the cradle of astrological science — lo, the wander- 
i)jg impostor or sorcerer occupies the highest seat at the BaroQ 
of Arnheim’s board, shares with him the labours of the alembic 
and the furnace, learns from him mystic knowledge, like that 
of which our first parents participated to the overthrow of their 
I'aco, iind requites it with lessons more dreadful than he 
receives, till the profane host has added to his hoard of unholy 
wisdom all that the pagan visitor can communicate. And 
these things are done in Almain, which is called the Holy 
Roman Empire, of which so many priests are princes 1 — they are 
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done, and neither ban nor monition is issued against a race of 
sorcerers who, from age to age, go 6n triumphing in their 
necromancy.” 

‘ Such arguments, which were echoed from mitred abbots to 
the cell of anchorites, seem, nevertheless, to have made little 
impression on the Imperial council. But they served to excite 
the zeal of many a baron and free count of the Empire, who 
were taught by them to esteem a war or feud with the Barons 
of Arnheim as partaking of the nature, and entitled to the 
immunities, of a crusade against the enemies of the Faith, and 
to regard an attack upon these obnoxious potentates as a mode 
of clearihg off their deep scores with the Christian Church. But 
the Lords of Arnheim, though not seeking for quaiTel, were by 
no means unwarlike, or averse to maintaining their own de- 
fence. Some, on the contrary, belonging to this obnoxious 
race were not the less distinguished as gallant knights and 
good men-at-arms. They were besides wealthy, secured and 
strengthened by great alliances, and in an eminent degree wise 
and provident. This the parties who assailed them learned 
to their cost. 

‘The confederacies formed against the Lords of Arnheim 
were broken up ; the attacks which their enemies meditated 
were anticipated and disconcerted ; and those who employed 
actual violence were repelled with signal loss to the assailants \ 
until at length an impression was produced in their neighbour- 
hood, that, by their accurate information concerning meditated 
violence, and their extraordinary powers of resisting and defeat- 
ing it, the obnoxious barons must liave brought to their 
defence means which merely liiimau force was incapable of 
overthrowing ; so that, becoming as much feared as hated, 
they were suffered for the last generation to remain un- 
molested. And this was the rather the case, that the numer- 
ous vassals of this great house were perfectly satisfied with 
their feudal superiors, abundantly ready to rise in their defence, 
^nd disposed to believe that, whether their lords were sorcerers 
or no, their own condition would not be mended by exchanging 
their government either for the rule* <of tlie crusaders in this 
holy warfare or that of the churchmen by whom it was insti- 
gated, The race of these barons ended in Herman von - Arn- 
hei)n, the maternal grandfather of Anne of (^cierstein. He was 
buried with his helmet, sword, and shield, as is the German 
custom with the last male of a noble family. 

‘ But he left an only daughter, Sybilla of Arnheim, to inherit 
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a considerable portion of his estate ; and I never heard that the 
strong imputation of sorcery which attached to her house pre- 
vented numerous applications, from persons of the highest 
distinction in the Empire, to her legal guardian, the Emperor, , 
for the rich heiress's hand in marriage. Albert of Geierstein, 
however, though an exile, obtained the preference. He was 
gallant and handsome, which recommended him to Sybilla; 
and the Emperor, bent at the time on the vain idea of recover- 
ing his authority in the Swiss mountains, was desirous to show 
himself generous to Albert, whom he considered as a fugitive 
from his country for espousing the Imperial cause. You may 
thus see, most noble King Arthur, that Anne of Geierstein, the 
only child of their marriage, descends from no ordinary stock ; 
and that circumstances in which she may be concerned are not 
to be explained or judged of so easily, or upon the same 
grounds of reasoning, as in the case of ordinary persons.' 

‘By my honest word, Sir Rudolph of Donnerhugel,' said 
Arthur, studiously labouring to keep a command upon his 
feelings, ‘ I can see nothing in your narrative* and understand 
nothing from it, unless it be that, because in Germany, as in 
other countries, there have been fools who have annexed the 
idea of witchcraft and sorcery to the possession of knowledge 
and wisdom, you are therefore disposed to stigmatise a young 
maiden, who has always been respected and beloved by those 
around her, as a disciple of arts Which, T trust, are as uncommon 
as un lawfiih' 

Rudolph ])aused ore he replied. 

‘ T could have wished,' he said, ‘that you had been satisfied 
with the general character of Anne of Geierstein’s maternal 
family, as ofiering some circumstances which may account for 
what you have, according to your own report, this night wit- 
nessed, and 1 am really unwilling to go into more particular 
details. To no one can Anne of Geierstein's fame be so dear 
as to me. 1 am, after her uncle's family, her nearest relative, 
and had she remained in Switzerland, or should she, as is most, 
probable, return thither after the present visit to her father, 
perhaps our connexion rwight be drawui yet closer. This has, 
indeed, only been prevented by certain prejudices of her uncle's 
respecting her father's authority, and the nearness of our rela- 
tionship, which, however, comes within reach of a license very 
frequently obtained. But I only mention these things to show 
you how much more tender I must necessarily hold Anne of 
Geierstein's reputation than it is possible for you to do, being 
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a stranger, known to her but a short while since, and soon to 
part with her, as I understand your purpose, for ever/ 

The turn taken in this kind of apology irritated Arthur so 
highly, that it required all the reasons which recommended 
coolness to enable him to answer with assumed composure. 

‘I can have no ground, sir hauptman,’ he said, * to challenge 
any opinion which you may entertain of a young person with 
whom you are so closely connected as you appear to be with 
Anne of Geierstein. I only wonder that, with such regard for 
her as your relationship implies, you should be disposed to 
receive, on popular and trivial traditions, a belief which must 
injuriously affect your kinswoman, more especially one with 
whom you intimate a wish to form a still more close connexion. 
Bethink you, sir, that in all Christian lands the imputation of 
sorcery is the most foul which can be thrown on Christian man 
or woman.’ 

‘And I am so far from intimating such an imputation,’ said 
Rudolph, somewhat fiercely, ‘ that, by the good sword I wear, 
he that dared giVe breath to such a thought against Anne of 
Geierstein must undergo my challenge, and take my life or 
lose his own. But the question is not whether the maiden her- 
self practises sorcery, which he who avers had better get ready 
his tomb, and provide for his soul’s s^ifety ; the doubt lies here, 
whether, as the descendant of a family whose relations with the 
unseen world are reported to have been of the closest degree, 
elfish and fantastical beings may not have power to imitate her 
form, and to present her appearance where she is not person- 
ally present; in fine, whether they have jiermissioreto play at 
her expense fantastical tricks, which they cannot exercise over 
other mortals, whose forefathers have ever regulated their lives 
by the rules of the church, and died in regular communion 
with it. And, as I sincerely desire to retain your esteem, 1 
have no objection to communicate to you more particular 
circumstances respecting her genealogy, confirming the idea I 
have now expressed. But you will understand they arc of the 
most private nature, and that I exjiect secrecy under the 
strictest personal penalty.’ ‘ • 

‘ I shall be silent, sir,’ replied the young Englishman, still 
struggling with suppressed passion, ‘on everything respecting 
the character of a maiden whom 1 am bound to respect so 
highly. But the fear of no man’s displeasure can add a 
feather’s weight to the guarantee of my own honour.’ 

‘ Be it so,’ said Rudolph ; ‘ it is not my wish to awake mgry 
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feelings ; but I am desirous, both for the sake of your good 
opinion, which I value, and also for the plainer explanation of 
what I have darkly intimated, to communicate to you what 
otherwise I would much rather have left untold.’ 

‘ You must be guided by your own sense of what is necessary 
and proper in the case,’ answered Philipson ; ‘but remember I 
press not on your confidence for the communic5,tion of any- 
thing that ought to remain secret, far. less where that young 
lady is the subject.’ 

Rudolph answered, after a minute’s pause — ‘ Thou hast seen 
and heard too much, Arthur, not to learn the whole, or at least 
all that I know or apprehend on the mysterious subject. It is 
impossible but the circumstances must at times recur to your 
recollection, and I am desirous that you should possess all the 
information necessary to understand them as clearly as the 
nature of the facts will permit. We have yet, keeping left- 
ward to view the bog, upwards of a mile to make ere the circuit 
of the castle is accomplished. It will afford leisure enough for 
the tale I have to tell.’ * 

‘ Speak on — I listen ! ’ answered the Englishman, divided 
between his desire to know all that it was possible to learn 
concerning Anne of Ocierstcin and his dislike to hear her name 
pronounced with such ])retensions as those of Donnerhugel, 
together with the revival of his priginal prejudices against the 
gigantic Swiss, whose manners, always^ blunt, nearly to coarse- 
ness, scefiied now marked by assumed superiority and pre- 
sumption. Arthur listened, however, to his wild tale, and 
the interes*t which lie took in it soon overpowered all other 
sensations. 



CHAPTEK XI 

DONNERHUGEL^S NARRATIVE 

These be the adept’s doctrines : every element 

Is peopled with its separate race of spirits. 

The airy Sylphs on the blue ether float ; 

Deep in the earthy cavern skulks the dnome ; 

The sea-green Naiad skims the ocean-billow ; 

And the fierce fire is yet a friendly home 

To its peculiar sprite, the Salamander. 

, ATwnyiDious. 

I TOLD you (said Rudolph), that the Lords of Arnhcim, though 
from father to son they were notoriously addicted to secret 
studies, were, nevertheless, like the other German nobles, fol- 
lowers of war and the chase. This was j)eculiarly the case with 
Anne’s maternal grandfather, Herman of Arnheim, who prided 
himself on possessing a pplendid stud of horses, and one steed in 
particular, the noblest ever known in these circles of Germany. 
I should make wild work were I to attempt a description of 
such an animal, so I will content myself with saying his colour 
was jet-black, without a hair of white cither on his face or feet. 
For this reason, and the wildness of bis disposition, his master 
had termed him Apollyon — a circumstance which was secretly 
considered as tending to sanction the evil reports which toadied 
the house of Arnheim, being, it was said, the naming of a 
favourite animal after a foul fiend. 

It chanced, one November day, that the baron had been 
hunting in the forest, and did not , reach home till nightfall. 
There were no guests with him, for, as 1 hinted to you before, 
the castle of Arnheim seldom received any other than those 
from whom its inhabitants hoped to gain augmontiition of 
knowledge. The baron was, seated alone in his hall, illnmin- 
ated with cressets and torches. His one hand held a volume 
covered with characters unintelligible to all save Fiimsell, The 
other rested on the marble table, on which was placed a- fiask 
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of Tokay wine. A page stood in respectful attendance near 
the bottom of the large and dim apartment, and no sound was 
heard save that of the night wind, when it sighed mournfully 
through the rusty coats of mail, and waved the tattered' 
banners which were the tapestry of the feudal hall. At once 
the footstep of a person was heard ascending the stairs in haste 
and trepidation ; the door of the hall was thrown violently 
open, and, terrified to a degree of ecstasy, Caspar, the head of 
the baron^s stable, or liis master of horse, stumbled up almost 
to the foot of the table at which his lord was seated, with the 
exclamation in his mouth — 

‘ My lord — my lord, a fiend is in the stable ! * 

‘ What means this folly ? ’ said the baron, arising, surprised 
and displeased at an interruption so unusual. 

‘ Let me endure your displeasure,’ said Caspar, ‘ if I speak 
not truth ! Apollyon ’ Here he paused. 

‘Speak out, thou frightened fool,’ said the baron; ‘is my 
horse sick, or injured V 

The master of the stalls again gasf)cd forth the word 
‘ Apollyon ! ’ 

‘Say on,’ said the baron ; ‘were Apollyon in presence per- 
sonally, it were nothing to shake a brave man’s mind.’ 

‘ 1'lic devil,’ answered the master of the horse, ‘ is in Apollyon ’s 
stiill ! ’ 

‘ Fool ! ’ exclaimed the nobleman, siiJ^-tching a torch from the 
wall ; ‘ what is it that could have turned thy brain in such silly 
fashion? Tilings like thee, that are born to servo us, should 
hold their brains on a firmer tenure, for our sakes, if not for 
that of tlieir worthless selves.’ 

As ho spoke, ho descended to the court of the castlef, to visit 
the stately range of stables which occujiied all the lower part 
of the quadrangle on one side. He entered, where fifty gallant 
steeds stood in rows (Jii each side of the ample hall. At the 
side of each stall hung the weapons of oftence and defence of a 
man-at-arms, as bright as constant attention could make them, 
together with the bufi-coaj} which formed the trooper’s under 
garment. The baron, followed by one or two of the domestics, 
who had assembled full of astonishment at the unusual alarm, 
hastened up to the head of the stable, betwixt the rows of 
steeds. As ho approached the stall of his favourite horse, which 
the uppermost of the right-hand row, the gallant steed 
neither neighed, nor shook his head, nor stamped with his 
foot, nor gave the usual signs of joy at his lord’s approach ; 
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a faint moaning, as if he implored assistence, was the only 
acknowledgment he gave of the baron’s presence. 

Sir Herman held up the torch, and discovered that there 
was indeed a tall dark figure standing in the stall, resting his 
hand on the horse’s shoulder. ‘‘Who art thou,’ said the baron, 
* and what dost thou here ? ’ 

“ I seek refuge and hospitality,’ replied the stranger ; * and 
I conjure thee to grant it me, by the shoulder of thy horse, 
and by the edge of thy sword, and so as they may never fail 
thee when thy need is at the utmost ! ’ 

. ‘Thou art, then, a brother of the sacred fire,’ said Baron 
Herman of Arnheim ; ‘ and I may not refuse thee the refuge 
which thou requirest of me, after the ritual of the Persian Magi. 
From whom, and for what length of time, dost thou crave my 
protection ? ’ 

‘ From those,’ replied the stranger, ‘ who shall arrive in quest 
of me before the morning cock shall crow, and for the full space 
of a year and a day from this period.’ 

‘ I may not refuse thee,’ said the baron, ‘ consistently with 
my oath and my honour. For a year and a day I will be thy 
pledge, and thou slialt share with me roof and cliambcr, wine 
and food. But thou, too, must obey tlie law of Zoroaster, 
which, as it says, “ Let the stronger protect the weaker brother,” 
says also, “ Let the wiser instruct the brother who hath less 
knowledge.” 1 am the stronger, and thou shalt be safe under 
my protection ; but thou art the wiser, and must instruct mo 
in the more secret mysteries.’ 

‘You mock your servant,’ said the strange visitor; ‘but, if 
aught is known to Danniscliemend which can avail Herman, 
his instructions shall be as those of a fatlior to a son.’ 

‘Come forth, then, from thy place of refuge,’ said the Baron 
of Amheim. ‘I swear to thee by tiu^ sa(‘,r(Kl fire which lives 
without terrestrial fuel, and by tlic fraternity which is ])etwixt 
us, and by the shoulder of my liorse, and the edge of my good 
sword, I will be thy warrand for a year and a day, if so far my 
power shall extend.’ 

The stranger came forth accordingly ; and those who saw 
the singularity of his appearance scarce wondered at the fears 
of. Caspar, the stall-master, when he found such a person in the 
stable, by what mode of entonce he was unable to conceive. 
When he reached the lighted hall to which the baron conducted 
him, as he would have done a welcome and honoured guest, the 
stranger appeared to be very tall, and of a dignified aspect. 
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Bis dress was Asiatic, being a long black caftan, or gown, like 
that worn by Armenians, and a lofty sqtiare cap, covered with 
the wool of Astracan lambs. Every article of the dress was 
black, which gave relief to the long white beard that flowed 
down over his bosom. His gown was fastened by a sash of 
black silk net-work, in which, instead of a poniard or sword, 
^ was stuck a silver case, containing writing-materials and a roll 
of parchment. The only ornament of his apparel consisted in 
a large ruby of uncommon brilliancy, which, when he approached 
the light, seemed to glow with such liveliness as if the gem 
itself had emitted the rays which it only reflected back. To 
the offer of refreshment, the stranger replied, ‘Bread I may 
not eat, water shall not moisten my lips, until the avenger 
shall have passed by the threshold.’ 

The baron commanded the lamps to be trimmed and fresh 
torches to be lighted, and, sending his whole household to rest, 
remained seated in the hall along with the stranger, his sup- 
pliant. At the dead hour of midnight, tl^e gAtes of the castle 
were shaken as by a whirlwind, and a voice, as of a herald, was 
heard to demand a herald’s lawful prisoner, Dannischemend, 
the son of Hali. The warder then heard a lower window of 
the hall thrown open, and could distinguish his master’s voice 
addressing the person who had thus summoned the castle. But 
the night was so dark that he might not see the speakers, and 
the language whiph they used was either entirely foreign or so 
largely interspersed with strange words that he could not un- 
derstand a syllable which they said. Scarce five minutes had 
elapsed, when he who was without again elevated his voice 
as before, and said in German, ‘For a year and a day, then, 

I forbear my forfeiture; but coming for it when that time 
shall elapse, I come for my right, and will no longer be with- 
stood.’ 

From that period, Dannischemend, the Persian, was a con- 
stant guest at the castle of Arnheim, and, indeed, never for 
ahy visible purpose crossed the drawbridge. His amusements, 
ot studies, seemed centred *10 the library of the castle, and in 
tB# febeeatory, where the baron sometimes toiled in conjunction 
htm for many hours together. The inhabitants of the 
could find no fault in the Magus, or Persian, excepting 
dispensing with the ordinances of religion, since 
to mass nor confession, nor attended upon 
3 ^igibuS ceremonies. The chaplain did indeed profess 
^satisfied with the state of the stranger’s conscience j 
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but it had been long suspected that the worthy ecclesiastic 
held his easy office on the very reasonable condition of approv- 
ing the principles and asserting the orthodoxy of all guests 
whom the baron invited to share his hospitality. 

It was observed that Dannischemend was rigid in paying 
his devotion?; by prostrating himself in the first rays of the 
rising sun, and that he constructed a silver lamp of the most 
beautiful proportions, which he placed on a pedestal, represent- 
ing a truncated column of marble, having its base sculptured 
with hieroglyphical imagery. With what essences he fed this 
flame was unknown to all, unless perhaps to the baron; but 
the flame was more steady, pure, and lustrous than any which 
was ever seen, excepting the sun of heaven itself, and it was 
generally believed that the Magian made it an object of worship 
in the absence of that blessed luminary. Nothing else was 
observed of him, unless that his morals seemed severe, his 
gravity extreme, his general mode of life very temperate, and 
his fasts and vigils of. frequent recurrence. Except on particular 
occasions, he spoke to no one of the castle but the baron ; but, as 
he had money and was liberal, he was regarded by the domestics 
with awe indeed, but without fear or dislike. 

Winter was succeeded by spring, summer brought her 
flowers, and autumn her fruits, which ripened and were fading, 
when a foot-page, who sometimes attended them in the labora- 
tory to render manual assistance when required, heard the 
Persian say to the Baron of Amheim, ‘ You will do well, my 
son, to mark my words ; for my lessons to you are drawing to 
an end, and there is no power on earth which can longer ];)08t- 
pone my fate.’ 

‘ Alas, my master ! ’ said the baron, ‘ and must I then lose 
the benefit of your direction, just when your guiding hand 
becomes necessary to place me on the very pinnacle of the 
temple of wisdom ? ’ 

‘ Be not discouraged, my son,’ answered the sage. * I will 
bequeath the task of perfecting you in your studies to my 
daughter, who will come hither on purpose. But remember, 
if you value tha permanence of your family, look pot uppp ber 
as aught else than a helpmate in your studies ; for if you 
forget the instructress in the beauty of the maiden, you will 
be buried with your sword and your shield, as the last male of 
your house ; and farther evil, believe me, will arise, for aiteh 
alliances never come to a happy issue, of which my own is an 
example. But hush, we are observed.’ 
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The household of the castle of Amheim, having but few 
things to interest them, were the more eager observers of 4ihose 
which came under their notice ; and when the termination of 
the period when the Persian was to receive shelter in the castle 
began to approach, some of the inmates, under various pretexts, 
but which resolved into very terror, absconded^ while others 
held themselves in expectation of some striking and terrible 
catastrophe. None such, however, took place; and, on the 
expected anniversary, long ere the witching hour of midnight, 
Daiinischemend terminated his visit in the castle of Amheim 
by riding away from the gate in the guise of an ordinary 
traveller. The baron had meantime taken leave of his tutor 
with many marks of regret, and some which amounted even to 
sorrow. The sage Persian comforted him by a long whisper, 
of which the last part only was heard — ‘ By the first beam of 
sunshine she will be with you. Be kind to her, but not over 
kind.^ He then departed, and was never again seen or heard 
of in the vicinity of Amheim. • 

The baron was observed during all the*day after the depart- 
ure of the stranger to be particularly melancholy. He re- 
mained, contmry to his custom, in the great hall, and neither 
visited the library nor the laboratory, where he could no 
longer enjoy the company of his departed instructor. At dawn 
of the ensuing morning, Sir Herman summoned his page, and, 
contrary to his habits, which used to be rather careless in 
respect of apparel, he dressed himself with great accuracy; 
and, as he was in the prime of life, and of a noble figure, he 
had reason to be satisfied with his appearance. Havmg per- 
formed hiis toilet, he waited till the sun had just appeared 
above the horizon, and, taking from the table the key of the 
laboratory, which the page believed must have lain there all 
night, ho walked thither, followed by his attendant. At the 
door the baron made a pause, and seemed at one time to 
doT^bt whether he should not send away the page, at another 
to hesitate whether he should open the door, as one might 
do who expected some strange sight within. He pulled up 
teimution, however, turn6d the key, threw the door open, and 
entered.^ The page followed close behind his master, and was 
aiitonished to the point of extreme terror at what he beheld, 
al^ough the sight, however extraordinary, had in it nothing 
sap what was agreeable and lovely. 

The silver lamp was extinguished, or removed from ' its 
pedestal, whore stood in place of it a most beautiful female 
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figure in the Persian costume, in which the colour of pink 
predcsninated. But she wore no turban or head-dress of any 
kind, saving a blue riband drawn through her auburn hair, 
and secured by a gold clasp, the outer side of which was orna- 
mented by a supcjrb opal, which, amid the changing lights 
peculiar to thfit gem, displayed internally a slight tinge of red 
like a spark of fire. 

The figure of this young person was rather under the middle 
size, but perfectly well formed; the Eastern dress, with the 
wide trowsers gathered round the ankles, made visible ti>e 
siuallest and most beautiful feet which had ever been seen, 
while hands and arms of the most perfect S)nnmetry were 
partly seen from under the folds of the robe. The little lady’s 
countenance was of a lively and expressive character, in which 
spirit and wit seemed to predominate ; and the quick dark eye, 
with its beautifully formed eyebrow, seemed to presage the 
arch remark to which the rosy and half-smiling lip appeared 
ready to give utt^ranpe. 

The pedestal on which she stood, or rather was perched, 
would have appeared unsafe had any figure heavier than her 
own been placed there. But, however she had been transported 
thither, she seemed to rest on it as lightly and safely as a 
linnet when it has dropped from the sky on the tendril of a 
rose-bud. The first beam of the rising sun, falling through a 
window directly opposite to the pedestal, increased the effect 
of this beautiful figure, which remained as motionless as if it 
had been carved in marble. She only expressed her sense 
of the Baron of Amheim’s presence by something of a 
quicker respiration, and a deep blush, accompanied by a slight 
smile. 

Whatever reason the Baron of Arnheim might have for 
expecting to see some such object as now exhibited its actual' 
presence, the degree of beauty which it presented was so much 
beyond his expectation, that for an instant he stood without 
breath or motion. At once, however, ho seemed to re<^l}cct 
that it was his duty to welcome the fair stranger to his outlie, 
and to relieve her from her precarious situation. He stepped 
forward accordingly with/ the words of welcome on his tongue, 
and was extending his arras to lift her from the 
was nearly six feet high; hut the liglht and 
merely accepted the support of his hand, and 
floor as light and as safe as if she had been forUied 
It Va», indeed, only by the momentary pteaSure of 
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hand that the Baron of Amheim was finally made sensible that 
he had to do with a being of flesh and blood. 

‘ I am come as I have been commanded,’ she said, looking 
around her. ‘ You must expect a strict and diligent mistress, 
and I hope for the credit of an attentive pupil.’ 

After the arrival of this singular and interesting being in 
the castle of Amheim, various alterations took place within the 
interior of the household. A lady' of high . rank and small 
fortune, the respectable widow of a count of the Empire, who 
was the baron’s blood relation, received and accepted an in- 
vitation to preside over her kinsman’s domestic affairs, and 
remove, by her countenance, any suspicions which might arise 
from the presence of Hermione, as the beautiful Persian was 
generally called. 

The Countess Waldstetten carried her complaisance so far 
as to be present on almost all occasions, whether in the labora- 
tory or library, when the Baron of Amheim received lessons 
from or pursued studies with the young and lovely tutor who 
had been thus strangely substituted for the aged Magus. If 
this lady’s report was to be trusted, their pursuits were of a 
most extraordinary nature, and the results which she sometimes 
witnessed were such as to create fear as well as surprise. But 
she strongly vindicated them from practising unlawful arts or 
overstepping the boundaries of* natural science. 

A better judge of such matters, % the Bishop of Bamberg 
himself, made a visit to Amheim, on purpose to witness the 
wisdom of which so much was reported through the whole 
Khine country. He conversed with Hermione, and found her 
deeply impressed with the truths of religion, and so perfectly 
acquainted with its doctrines, that he compared her to a doctor 
of theology in the dress of an Eastern dancing -girl. When 
asked regarding her knowledge of languages and science, he 
answered, that he had been attracted to Amheim by the most 
o:^travagant reports on these points, but that he must return 
confessing ‘the half thereof had not been told unto him.’ 

In consequence of this indisputable testimony, the sinister 
rcpbilJS which had been ’occasioned by the singular appearance 
of iho ‘fair stranger were in a great measure lulled to sleep, 
especially as her amiable manners won the involuntary good- 
will of every one that approached her. 

. . Meantime a marked alteration began to take place in the 
interviews between the lovely tutor and her pupil. These were 
conducted with the same caution as before, and never, so far 
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as could be observed, took place without the presence of the 
Countess of Waldstetten or some other third person of respect- 
ability. But the scenes of these meetings were no longer the 
soholar*s library or the chemist’s laboratory : the gardens, the 
groves were resorted to for amusement, and parties of hunting 
and fishing, with evenings spent in the dance, seemed to 
announce that the studies of wisdom were for a time abandoned 
for the pursuits of pleasure. It was not difficult to guess the 
meaning of this : the Baron of Arnheim and his fair guest, 
speaking a language different from all others, could enjoy their 
private conversation even amid all the tumult of gaiety around 
them ; and no one was surprised to hear it formally announced, 
after a few weeks of gaiety, that the fair Persian was to be 
wedded to the Baron of Amheim. 

The manners of this fascinating young person were so 
pleasing, her conversation so animated, her wit so keen, yet so 
well tempered with good -nature and modesty, that, notwith- 
standing her unknown origin, her high fortune attracted less 
envy than might have been expected in a case so singular. 
Above all, her generosity amazed and won the hearts of all the 
young persons who approached her. Her wealth seemed to be 
measureless, for the many rich jewels which she distributed 
among her fair friends would otherwise have left her without 
ornaments for herself. These good qualities, her liberality’ 
above all, together with t, simplicity of thought and character 
which form^ a beautiful contrast to the depth of acquired 
knowledge which she wa^ well known to possess — these, and 
her total want of ostentation, made her superiority be pardoned 
among her companions. Still there was notice taken of some 
peculiarities, exaggerated perhaps by envy, which seemed to 
draw a niystical distinction between the beautiful Hermione 
and the mere mortals with whom she lived and conversed. 

In the merry dance she was so unrivalled in lightness and 
agility, that her performance seemed that of an aerial being. 
She could, without suffering from her exertion, continue the 
pleasure till she had tired out the most active revellers ; and 
even the young Duke of Hochspringen, who was reckoh^d the 
most indefatigable at that exercise in Germany, having .been 
her partner for half an hour, was compelled to break off the 
dance, and throw himself, ^totally exhausted, on a couch, 
exclaiming, he had been dancing not with a woman, but with 
an igrm fatuu$. 

Other whispers averred that, while she played with’ her 
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young companions in the labyrinth and mazes of the castle 
gardens at hide-and-seek, or similar games of activity, she 
became animated with the* same supernatural alertness which 
was supposed to inspire her in the dance. She appearM 
amongst her companions and vanished from them with a 
degree of rapidity which was inconceivable ; and hedges, treil- 
lage, or such-like obstructions were surmounted by her in a 
manner which the most vigilant eye could not detect ; for, after 
being observed on the side of the barrier at one instant, in 
another she was beheld close beside the spectator. 

In such moments, when her eyes sparkled, her cheeks 
reddened, and her whole frame became animated, it was pre- 
tended that the opal clasp amid her tresses, the ornament 
which she never laid aside, shot forth the little spark, or tongue 
of flame, which it always displayed, with an increased vivacity. 
In the same manner, if in the half-darkened hall the conversa- 
tion of Hermione became unusually animated, it was believed 
that the jewel became brilliant, and even displayed a twinkling 
and flashing gleam which seemed to bcf emitted by the gem 
itself, and not produced in the usual manner, by the reflection 
of some external light. Her maidens were also heard to sur- 
mise that, when their mistress was agitated by any hasty or 
brief resentment (the only weakness of temper which she was 
sometimes observed to display), they could observe dark-red 
sparks flash from tlie mystic, brooch, jis if it sympathised with 
the wearer’s emotions. The women who attended on her 
toilet farther reported that this gem was never removed but 
for a few’minutes, when the baronesses hair was combed out; 
that she was unusually pensive and silent during the time it * 
was laid aside, and particularly apprehensive when any liquid 
was brought near it. Even in the use of holy water at the 
door of the church, she was observed to omit the sign of the 
cross on the forehead, for fear, it was supposed, of the water 
touching the valued jewel. 

These singular reports did not prevent the marriage of the 
B^iron of Arnheim from proceeding as had been arranged. It 
wh$ celebrated in the ifsual form, and with the utmost splen- 
dour, And the young couple seemed to commence a life of 
happiness rarely to be found on earth. In the course of twelve 
months, the lovely baroness pjesented her husband with a 
daughter, which was to be christened Sybilla, after the count’s 
mother. As the health of the child was excellent, the cere- 
Mpny was postponed till the recovery of the mother from her 
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confinement ; many were invited to be present on the occasion^ 
and the castle was thronged with company. 

It happened, that amongst the guests was an old lady, 
notorious for playing in private society the part of a’ malicious 
fairy in a minstreFs tale. This Was the Baroness of Steinfeldt, 
famous in the neighbourhood for her insatiable curiosity and 
overweening pride. She had not been many days in the castle 
ere, by the aid of a female attendant, who acted as an intelli- 
gencer, she Jiad made herself mistress of all that was heard, 
said, or susjijteted concerning the peculiarities of the Baroness 
Hermione. It was on the morning of the day appointed for 
the christening, while the whole company were assembled in 
the hall, and waiting till the baroness should appear, to pass 
with them to the chapel, that there arose between the censori- 
ous and haughty dame whom we have just mentioned and the 
Countess Waldstetten a violent discussion concerning some 
point of disputed precedence. It was referred to the Baron 
von Arnheim, who. decided in favour of the countess. Madame 
de Steinfeldt instantly ordered her palfrey to be prepared, and 
her attendants to mount. 

*I leave this place, ^ she said, ‘which a good Christian ought 
never to have entered — I leave a house of which the master is 
a sorcerer, the mistress a demon who dares not cross her brow 
with holy water, and their trencher companion one who for* 
a wretched pittance is wijling to act as match-maker between 
a wizard and an incarnate fiend.' 

She then departed with rage in her countenance and spite 
in her heart. 

The Baron of Arnheim then stepped forward, and demanded 
of the knights and gentlemen around if there were any among 
them who would dare to make good with his sword the in- 
famous falsehoods thrown upon himself, his spouse, and his 
kinswoman. 

There was a general answer, utterly refusing to defend the 
Baroness of Steinfeldt's words in so bad a cause, and universally 
testifying the belief of the company that she spoke in the spirit 
of calumny and falsehood. ^ ♦ 

^Then let that lie fay to the ground which no man of 
CQumge will hold up,' said the Baron of Arnheim; ‘only, all 
who are here this morning ^shall be satisfied whether the 
Baroness Hermione doth or doth not share* the rites of 
Christianity/ 

The Countess of Waldstetten made anxious signs to him 
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while he spoke thus ; and when the crowd permitted her to 
approach near him, she was heard to whisper, ‘ Q, be not rash ; 
try no experiment. There is something mysterious about that 
opal talisman ; be prudent, and let the matter pass by.^ 

The baron, .who was in a more towering passion than well 
became the wisdom to which he made pretence — although it 
will be perhaps allowed that an affront so public, ftnd in such a 
time and place, was enough to shake the prudence 6f the most 
staid, and the philosophy of the most wise — answeteed sternly 
and briefly, ‘ Are you, too, stich a fool ? ^ and .retained his 
purpose. 

The Baroness of Arnheim at this moment entered the hall, 
looking just so pale from her late confinement as to render her 
lovely countenance more interesting, if less animated, than 
usual. Having paid her compliments to the assembled com- 
pany, with the most graceful and condescending attention, she 
was beginning to inquire why Madame de Steinfeldt was not 
present, when her husband made the signal for the company to 
move forward to the chapel, and lent the baroness his arm to 
bring up the rear. The chapel was nearly filled by the 
splendid company, and all eyes were bent on their host and 
hostess, as they entered the place of devotion immediately after 
four young ladies, who supported the infant babe in a light 
and beautiful litter. 

As they passed the threshold, the baron dipt his finger in 
the font-stone, and offered holy water to his lady, who accepted 
it, as usual, by touching his finger with her own. But then, 
as if to confute the calumnies of the malevolent lady of Stein- 
feldt, with an air of sportive familiarity which was rather un- 
warranted by the time and place, he flirted on her beautiful 
forehead a drop or two of the moisture which remained on his 
own hand. The opal, on which one of these drops had lighted, 
shot put a brilliant spark like a falling star, and became the 
inistant afterwards lightless and colourless as a common pebble, 
while the beautiful baroness sunk on the floor of the chapel 
a. deep sigh of pain. .All crowded around her in dismay. 
The unfortunate Hermiohe was raised from the ground, and 
conveyed to hor chamber ; and so much did her countenance 
and pulse alter, within the short time necessary to do this, that 
those who looked upon her pronounced her a dying woman. 
She was no sooner in her own apartment, than she requested to 
be left alone with her husband. He remained an hour in the 
room, and when he came out he locked and double locked the 
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door behind him. He then betook himself, to the chapel, and 
remained there for an hour or more, prostrated before the 
altar. 

In the meantime, most of the guests had dispersed in dis- 
may ; though some abode out of* courtesy or curiosity. There 
was a general sense of impropriety in suffering the door of the 
sick lady’s £^^artment to remain locked ; but, alarmed at the 
whole circumstances of her illness, it was some time ere any 
one dared disturb the devotions of the baron. At length 
medical aid arrived, and the Countess of Waldstetten took 
upon her to demand the key. She spoke more than once to a 
man who seemed incapable of hearing, at least of understand- 
ing, what she said. At length he gave her the key, and added 
sternly, as he did so, that all aid was unavailing, and that it 
was his pleasure that all strangers should leave the castle. 
There were few who inclined to stay, when, upon opening the 
door of the chamber in which the baroness had been deposited 
little more than • two hours before, no traces of her could be 
discovered, unless that there was about a handful of light grey 
ashes, like such as might have been produced by burning fine 
paper, found on the bed where she had been laid. A solemn 
funeral was nevertheless performed, with masses and all other 
spiritual rites, for the soul of the high and noble Lady Her- 
mione of Amheim ; and it was exactly on that same day three 
years that the baron hijuself was laid in the grave of the same 
chapel of Amheim, with sword, shield, and helmet, as the last 
male of his family. 

Here the Swiss paused, for they were approaching the bridge 
of the castle of Graffslust. 



CHAPTER XII 


Believe me, sir, 

It carries a rare form ; but ’tis a spirit. 

The 2'empest. 

There was a short silence after the Bernese had concluded his 
singular tale. Arthur Philipson’s attention had been gradually 
and intensely attracted by a story which was too much in unison 
with the received ideas of the age to be encountered by the 
unhesitating incredulity with which it must have been heard in 
later and more enlightened times. 

He was also considerably struck by the manner in which it 
had been told by the narrator, whom he had hitherto only 
regarded in the light of a rude huntsman or soldier ; whereas 
he now allowed Donnerhiigel credit for a more extensive 
acquaintance with the general manners of the world than he 
had previously aqticipated. The Swiss .rose in his opinion as a 
man of talent, but without making the slightest progress in his 
affections. ‘ The swashbuckler,^ he said to himself, ‘ has brains, 
as well as brawn and bones, and is fitter for the office of com- 
manding others than I formerly thought him.^ Then, turning 
to his companion, he thanked him for the tale, which had 
shortened the way in so interesting a manner. 

‘ And it is from this singular marriage,^ he continued, ‘ that 
Anne of Geierstein derives her origin ? ’ 

* Her mother,’ answered the Swiss, ‘ was Sybilla of Amheim, 
the infant at whose christening the mother died, disappeared, 
or whatever you may list to call it. The barony of Amheim, 
being a male fief, reverted to the Emperor. The castle has 
never been inhabited since the death of the last lord ; and has, 
sis 1 have heard, become in some sort ruinous. The occupa- 
tibhB of its ancient proprietors, and, above all, the catastrophe 
of . its last inhabitant, , have been thought to render it no eligible 
p^e of residence.* 

' Did there appear anything preternatural,* said the English- 
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man, * about the young baroness, who married the brother of 
the Landamman V 

‘So far as I have heard,* replied Rudolph, ‘there were 
strange stories. It was said th^t the nurses, at the dead of 
night, have seen Hermipne, the last Baroness of Arnheim, stand 
weeping by the side of the child*s cradle, and other things to 
the same purpose. But here I speak from less correct informa- 
tion than that from which I drew my former narrative.* 

‘And since the credibility of a story, not very probable in 
itself, must needs be granted or withheld according to the 
evidence on which it is given, may I ask you,* said Arthur, ‘ to 
tell me what is the authority on which you have so much 
reliance ? * 

‘ Willingly,* answered the Swiss. ‘ Know that Theodore 
Donnerhugel, the favourite page of the last Baron of Arnheim, 
was my father*s brother. Upon his master*s death, he retired 
to his native town of Berne, and most of his time was employed 
in training me up to arms and martial exercises, as well accord- 
ing to the fashion 6f Germany as of Switzerland, for he was 
master of all. He witnessed with his own eyes, and heard 
with his own ears, great part of the melancholy and mysterious 
events which I have detailed to you. Should you ever visit 
Berne, you may see the good old man.* 

‘ You think, then,* said Arthur, ‘ that the appearance which 
I have- this night seen ^s connected with the mysterious mar- 
riage of' Anne of Geierstein*s grandfather ? * 

‘ Nay,* replied Rudolph, ‘ think not that I can lay down any 
positive explanation of a thing so strange. I can only say 
that, unless I did you the injustice to disbelieve your testimony 
respecting the apparition of this evening, I know no way to 
account for it, except by remembering that there is a portion 
of the young lady*8 blood which is thought not to be derived 
from the race of Adam, but more or less directly from one of 
those elementaiy spirits which have been talked of l)oth hi 
ancient and modem times. But I may be mistaken. We will 
see bow she bears herself in the morning, and whether she 
in her looks the weariness and palenefes of a 
If she dotih not> we may' be authorised in thinking 
your eyes have strangely deceived you or that th^ hiwa 
cheated by some spectral appearance which ia not 

To this the young Englishman attempted 00 jr* ao)f - 
thei^e time for any; for they were 

challenged by the sentinel from the drawbridge J ' ‘yyfi 
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The question ‘Who goes there?’ was twice satisfactorily 
answered before Sigismund would admit the patrol to c^ss 
the drawbridge. 

^ Ass and mule that thou art/ said Rudolph, ‘ what was the 
meaning of thy delay ? ’ 

‘Ass and' mule thyself, hauptmanl’ said the Swiss, in 
answer, to this objurgation. ‘I have been surprised by a 
goblin on my post once to-night already, and I have got so 
much experience upon that matter, that I will not easily be 
caught a second time.’ 

‘ What goblin, thou fool,’ said Donnerhugel, ‘ would be idle 
enough to play his gambols at the expense of so very poor an 
animal as thou art ? ’ 

‘ Thou art as cross as my father, hauptman,’ replied Sigis- 
mund, ‘ who cries fool and blockhead at every word I speak ; 
and yet I have lips, teeth, and tongue to speak with, just like 
other folk.’ 

‘ We will not contest the matter, Sigismund,’ said Rudolph. 
‘ It is clear that, if thou dost differ from other people, it is in a 
particular which thou canst be hardly expected to find out or 
acknowledge. But what, in the name of simplicity, is it which 
hath alarmed thee on thy post ? ’ 

‘ Marry, tlius it was, hauptman,’ returned Sigismund Bieder- 
man. ‘ I was something tired, you see, with looking up at the 
broad moon, and thinking what in ttie universe it could be 
made of, and how we came to see it just as well here as at 
home, this place being so many miles from Geierstein. I was 
tired, I saj^, of this and other perplexing thoughts, so I drew 
my fur cap down over my ears, for I promise you the wind 
blew shrill ; and then I planted myself firm on my feet, with 
one of my legs a little advanced, and both my hands resting 
on my partizan, which 1 placed upright before me to rest upon; 
and so I shut mine eyes.’ 

fShut thine eyes, Sigismund, and thou upon thy watch ! ’ 
exclaimed Donnerhugel. 

. * Care not thou for that,’ answered Sigismund, ‘ I kept my 
ears open. And yet it vas to little purpose, for something 
calne upon the bridge with a step as stealthy as that of a 
mouse. .1 looked up with a start at the moment it was 
opposite to me, and when I lopked up — whom think you 

‘Some fool like thyself,’ said Rudolph, at the same time 
-preftflsing Philipson’s foot to make him attend to the auswer^ — a 
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hint which was little necessary, since he waited for it in the 
utmost agitation. Out it came at last. 

^By St. Mark, it was. our own Anne of Geierstein !' 

* It is impossible ! ' replied the Bernese. 

should have said so too,^ quoth Sigismund, ^for I had 
peeped into her bedroom before she went thither, and it was 
so bedizened* that a queen or a princess might have slept in it; 
and why should the wench get out of her good quarters, with 
all her friends about her to guard her, and go out to wander 
in the forest?* 

‘ Maybe,* said Rudolph, ‘ she only looked from the bridge to 
see how the night waned.* 

‘ No,* said Sigismund ; ‘ she was returning from the forest. 
I saw her when she reached the end of the bridge, and thought 
of striking at her, conceiving it to be the devil in her likeness. 
But I remembered my halberd is no birch switch to chastise 
boys and girls with ; and had I done Anne any harm, you would 
all have been angry with me, and, to speak truth, I should have 
been ill . pleased with myself ; for although she doth make a 
jest of me now and then, yet it were a dull house ours were we 
to lose Anne.* 

‘Ass,* answered the Bernese, ‘didst thou speak to this form, 
or goblin as you call it ? * 

‘Indeed I did not. Captain Wiseacre.. My father is ever 
angry with me when I speak without thinking, and I could not 
at that particular moment think on anything to the purpose. 
Neither was there time to think, for she passed me like a 
snowflake upon a whirlwind. I marched into the 'castle after 
her, however, calling on her by name ; so the sleepers were 
awakened, and men flew to their arms, and there was as much 
confusion as if Archibald of Hagenbach had been among us 
with sword and pike. And who should come out of her little 
bedroom, as much startled and as much in a bustle as any of 
us, but Mrs. Anne herself ! And as she protested she had 
never left her room that night, why I, Sigismund Bledertnah^ 
was made to stand the whole blame, as if I could prevent 
people*s ghosts from walking. But 'I told her my mind when 
I saw them all so set ^against mo. “And, Mistress Adiiei” 
quoth I, “it*s well known the kindred you come of; and, 
this fair notice, ‘ if you send any of yourdoublc^angOjPS '*! to^^^ 
let them put iron skulhoa]& on their heads, 'for I >rill 
them the length and weight of a Swiss halbo^, come hi Wimi 

♦ See Note 1. 
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shape they list.” However, they all cried “ Shame on me ! ” 
and my father drove me out again, with as little remorse as if 
I had been the old house-dog, which had stolen in from his 
watch to the fireside.* 

The Bernese replied, with an air of coldness approaching to 
contempt, ‘ You have slept on your watch, Sigismund, a high 
military offence, and you have dreamed while you slept. You 
vrere in good luck that the Landamman did not suspect your 
negligence, or, instead of being sent back to your duty like a 
lazy watch -dog, you might have been scourged back like a 
faithless one to your kennel at Geierstein, as chanced to poor 
Ernest for a less matter.* 

‘Ernest has not yet gone back though,* said Sigismund, 
‘ and I think he may pass as far into Burgundy as we shall do 
in this journey. I pray you, however, hauptman, to treat me 
not dog-like, but as a man, and send some one to relieve me, 
instead of prating here in the cold night air. If there be any- 
thing to do to-morrow, as I well guess ther^ may, a mouthful 
of food and a minute of sleep will be but*a fitting preparative, 
and I have stood watch here these two mortal hours.* 

With that the young giant yawned portentously, as if to 
enforce the reasons of his appeal. 

‘ A mouthful and a minute !* said Rudolph — ‘a roasted ox and 
a lethargy like that of the Seven Sleepers would scarce restore 
you to the use of your refreshed and waking senses. But I am 
your friend, Sigismund, and you are secure in my favourable 
report ; you shall be instantly relieved, that you may sleep, if 
it be posifible, without disturbances from dreams. Pass on, 
young men (addressing the others, who by this time had come 
up), and go to your rest ; Arthur of England and I will report 
to the Landamman and the banneret the account of our patrol.* 
The patrol accordingly entered the castle, and were soon 
heard joining their slumbering companions. Rudolph Donner- 
hugel seized Arthur*s arm, and, while they went towards the 
hau, whispered in his ear — 

; ^ These are strange passages ! How think you we should 
report them to the deputation ? * 

* That I must refer to yourself,* said Arthur : ‘ you are the 
captain of our watch. I have done my duty in telling you 
what I saw — or thought I saw ; it is for you to judge how far 
it is fitting to communicate it to* the Landamman ; only, as it 
.eoocenis the honour of his family, to his ear alone I think it 
should be confided.* 
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see no occasion for that/ said the Bernese, hastily ; 
cannot affect or interest our general safety. But I may tcdke 
occasion hereafter to speak with Anne on this subject.’ 

.This latter hint gave as much, pain to Arthur as the general 
proposal of silence on an affair so delicate had afforded him 
satisfaction. But his uneasiness was of a kind which he felt it 
necessary to fsuppress, and he therefore replied with as much 
composure as he could assume — 

•You will act, sir hauptman, as your sense of duty and 
delicacy shall dictate. For me, I shall be silent on what you 
call the strange passages of the night, rendered doubly wonder- 
ful by the report of Sigismund Biederman.’ 

‘ And also on what you have seen and heard concerning our 
auxiliaries of Berne ? ’ said Rudolph. 

‘ On that I shall certainly be silent/ said Arthur ; ‘ unless 
thus far, that I mean to communicate to my father the risk of 
his baggage being liable to examination and seizure at La 
Ferette.’ 

* It is needless,’ ^id Rudolph ; ‘ I will answer with head 
and hand for the safety of evQjrything belonging to him.’ 

‘ I thank you in his name,’ said Art^hur ; ‘ but we are peace- 
ful travellers, to whom it must be much more desirable to 
avoid a broil than to give occasion for one, even when secure 
of coming out of it triumphantly.’ 

‘These are the sentiments of a merchant, but not of a 
soldier,’ said Rudolph, in a cold and displeased tone ; ‘ but the 
matter is your own, and you must act in it as you thitik best. 
Only remember, if you go to La J'erette without our Assistance, 
you hazard both goods and life.’ 

They entered, as he 8]X)ke, the apartment of their fellow- 
travellers. The companions of their patrol had already laid 
thetnselves down amongst their sleeping comrades at tlie lower 
end of the room. The Landamman and the bannerman of 
Berne heard Donnerhugel make a report that his patrol, both 
before and after midnight, had been made in safety, and with- 
out any encounter which expressed either danger or suspicion. 
The Bernese then wrapped him in lii^ cloak, and, lying down 
on the straw, with that happy indifference to accomm^^i^ 
and promptitude to seize tlie moment of repose, 
ac^ired ' bjr a life of vigilance and hardship, was in 
minutes fast asleep. . ■ 

Arthur remained on foot but a little longer, t0' 
earnest look on the door of Anne of Geierstein’s 
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to reflect on the wonderful occurrences of the evening. But they 
formed a chaotic mystery, for which he could see no clue, and 
the necessity of holding instant communication with his father 
compelled him forcibly to turn his thoughts in that direction. 
He was obliged to observe caution and secrecy in accomplish- 
ing his purpose. For this he laid himself down beside his 
parent, whose couch, with the hospitality which he had experi- 
enced from the beginning of his intercourse with the hind- 
hearted Swiss, had been arranged in what was thought the 
most convenient place of the apartment, and somewhat apart 
from all others. He slept sound, but awoke at the touch of 
his son, who whispered to him in English, for the greater pre- 
caution, that he had important tidings for his private ear. 

‘ An attack on our post ? ’ said the elder Philipson ; ‘ must 
we take to our weapons ? ’ 

^Not now,’ said Arthur ; ‘and I pray of you not to rise or 
make alarm — this matter concerns us alone.’ 

‘ Tell it instantly, my son,’ replied his father ; ‘ you speak to 
one too much used to danger to be startled at it.’ 

‘ It is a case for your wisdom to consider,’ said Arthur. ‘ I 
had information, while upon the patrol, that the governor of 
La Ferctte will unquestionably seize upon your baggage and 
merchandise, under pretext of levying dues claimed by the 
Duke of Burgundy. 1 have also been informed that our escort 
of Swiss youth are determined to resist this exaction, and con- 
ceive themselves possessed of the numbers and means sufficient 
to do so successfully,’ 

‘ By St. •George, that must not be ! ’ said the elder Philipson ; 
‘ it would be an evil requital to the true-hearted Landamman 
to give the fiery Duke a pretext for that war which the excellent 
old man is so anxiously desirous to avoid, if it be possible. Any 
exactions, however unreasonable, I will gladly pay. But to 
have my papers seized on were utter ruin. I partly feared 
tl^is, and it made me unwilling to join myself to the Landam- 
man’s party. We must now break off from it. This rapacious 
governor will not surely lay hands on the deputation, which 
seeks his master’s court under protection of the law of nations ; 
bht 1 1 can easily see how he might make our presence with 
a pretext for qtiarrel, which will equally suit his own 
avaricious spirit and the humour of these fiery young men, who 
are seeking for matter of offence? This shall not be taken for 
onr 3 ake. We will separate ourselves from the deputies, and 
behind till they are passed on. If this De Hagenbach 
i xxin lo 
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be not the most unreasonable of men, I will find a way to con- 
tent him so far as we are individually concerned. Meanwhile, 
I will instantly wake the Landamman,^ he said, ‘and acquaint 
him with our purpose.’ 

This was immediately done, for Philipson was not slow in 
the execution of his resolutions. In a minute he was standing 
by the side of Arnold Biederman, who, raised on his elbow, was 
listening to his communication, while over the shoulder of the 
Landamman rose the head and long beard of the deputy from 
Schwytz, his large clear blue eyes gleaming from beneath a fur 
cap, bent on the Englishman’s face, but stealing a glance aside 
now and then to mark the impression which what was said 
made upon his colleague. 

* Good friend and host,’ said the elder Philipson, ‘ we have 
heard for a certainty that our poor merchandise will be sub- 
jected to taxation or seizure on our passage through La Ferette, 
and I would gladly avoid all cause of quarrel, for your sake as 
well as our own.’. 

‘ You do not doubt that we can and will protect you ? ’ 
replied the Landamman. ‘I tell you, Englishman, that the 
guest of a Swiss is as safe by his side ^s an eaglet under the 
wing of its dam ; and to leave us because danger approaches is 
but a poor compliment to our courage or constancy. I am 
desirous of peace; but not the Duke of Burgundy himself 
should wrong a guest of mine, so far as my power might pre- 
vent it.’ 

At this the deputy from Schwytz clenched a fist like a bull’s 
knuckles, and showed it above the shoulders of his friend. 

‘ It is even to avoid this, my worthy host,’ replied Philipson, 

‘ that I intend to separate from your friendly company sooner 
than I desire or purposed. Bethink you, my brave and worthy 
host, you are an ambassador seeking a national peace, I a trader 
seeking private gain. War, or quarrels which may cause war, 
are alike ruinous to your purpose and mine. I confess to you 
frankly that I am willing and able to pay a large ransom, and 
when you are departed I will negotiate for the amount. I wCd 
abide in the town of Bdle till I have made fair terms ^ith 
Archibald de Hagenbkch ; and even if he is the avarimbus 
extortioner you describe him, he will be somewhat modetate 
with me rather than run the^risk of losing his booty entirely^ 
by my turning back or taking another route.* 

‘You speak wisely, sir Englishman,’ said the Landamxnan^. 

‘ and I thank you for recalling my duty to my rciuembratioe; .. 
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But you must not, nevertheless, be exposed to danger. So 
soon as we move forward, the country will be again open to 
the devastations of the Burgundian riders and lanzknechts, 
who will sweep the roads in every direction. The people of 
Bdle are unhappily too timorous to protect you : they would 
yield you up upon the governor’s first hint ; and for justice or 
lenity, you might as well expect it in Hell as frofti Hagenbach.’ 

‘There are conjurations, it is said, that can make Hell itself 
tremble,’ said Philipson; ‘and I have means to propitiate even 
this De Hagenbach, providing I can get to private speech with 
him. But I own I can expect nothing from his wild riders but 
to be put to death for the value of my cloak.’ 

‘ If that be the case,’^ said the Landamman, ‘ and if you must 
needs separate from us, for which I deny not that you have 
alleged wise and worthy reasons, wherefore should you not leave 
Graffslust two hours before us ? The roads will be safe, as our 
escort is expected ; and you will probably, if you travel early, 
find De Hagenbach sober, and as capable as he ever is of hear- 
ing reason — that is, of perceiving his own interest. But, after 
his breakfast is washed down with Rhine wein^ which he drinks 
every morning before he hears mass, his fury blinds even his 
avarice.’ 

‘ All I want, in order to execute this scheme,’ said Philipson, 
‘ is the loan of a mule to carry my valise, which is packed up 
with your baggage.’ • 

‘Take the she-mule,’ said the Landamman ; ‘she belongs to 
my brother here from Schwytz : he will gladly bestow her on 
thee.’ 

‘ If she were worth twenty crowns, and my comrade Arnold 
desired me to do so,’ said the old whiteboard. 

‘ I will accept her as a loan with gratitude,’ said the English- 
man. ‘ But how can you dispense with the use of the creature ? 
You have only one left.’ 

‘ We can easily supply our want from Bdle,’ said the Land- 
amman, *Nay, wo can make this little delay serve your 
purpose, sir Englishman. . I named for our time of departure 
the fiirst hour after daybfeak ; we will postpone it to the second 
hour, Which will give us enough of time to get a horse or mule, 
you, sir Philipson, space to reach La Ferette, where I trust 
you will have achieved your business with De Hagenbach to 
your contentment, and will join company again with us as we 
travel through Burgundy.* 

‘ If our mutual objects will permit our travelling together 
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worthy Landamman/ answered the merchant, ‘ I shall esteem 
myself most happy in becoming the partner of your journey. 
And now resume the repose which I have interrupted.^ 

‘ God bless you, wise and true-hearted man,^ said the Land- 
amman, rising and embracing the Englishman. ‘ Should we 
never meet again, I will still remember the merchant who 
neglected thdughts of gain that he might keep the path of 
wisdom and rectitude. I know not another who would not 
have risked the shedding a lake of blood to save five ounces of 
gold. Farewell thou too, gallant young man. Thou hast 
learned among us to keep thy foot firm while on the edge of a 
Helvetian crag, but none can teach thee so well as thy father 
to keep an upright path among the morasses and precipices of 
human life.’ 

He then embraced and took a kind farewell of his friends, 
in which, as usual, he was imitated by his friend of Schwytz, 
who swept with his long beard the right and left cheeks of 
both the Englishmen, and again made them heartily welcome 
to the iise of his mule. All then once more composed them- 
selves to rest for the space which remained before the appear- 
ance of the autumnal dawn. 



CHAPTER XIII 

The enmity and discord, which of late 
Sprung from the rancorous outrage of your duke 
To merchants, our well-dealing countrymen, 

Who, wanting gUders to redeem their lives, 

Have seal’d his rigorous statutes with their bloods. 

Excludes all pity from our threat’ning looks. 

Comedy of Errors, 

The dawn had scarce begun to touch the distant horizon when 
Arthur Philipson was on foot to prepare for his father’s depart- 
ure and his own, which, as arranged on, the preceding night, 
was to take place two hours before the Landamman and his 
attendants proposed to leave the ruinous castle of GralFslust. 
It was no difficult matter for him to separate the neatly 
arranged packages which contained his father’s effects from 
the clumsy bundles in which the baggage of the Swiss was 
<lcposited. The one set of mails was made up with the neat- 
ness of men accustomed to long and perilous journeys ; the 
other, with the rude carelessness of those who rarely left their 
home, and who were altogether inexperienced. 

A servant of the Landamman assisted Arthur in this task, 
and in placing his father’s baggage on the mule belonging to 
the bearded deputy from Schwytz. From this man also he 
received instructions concerning the road from Graffslust to 
Brisach (the chief citadel of La Ferette), which was too plain 
and direct to render it likely that they should incur any risk 
of losing their way, as had befallen them when travelling on 
the Swiss mountains. Everything being now prepared for 
their departure, the yoj.mg Englishman awakened his father 
and acquainted him that all was ready. He then retired 
towards the chimney, while his father, according to his daily 
custom, repeated the prayer of St. Julian, the patron of 
travellers, and adjusted his dress*for the journey. 

It will not be wondered at that, while the father went 
through his devotions and equipped himself for travel, Arthur, 
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with his heart full of what he had seen of Anne of Geierstein 
for some time before, and his brain dizzy with the recollection 
of the incidents of the preceding nighty should have kept his 
eyes riveted on the door of the sleeping-apartment at which he 
had last seen that young person disappear ; that is, unless the 
pale and seemingly fantastic form which had twice, crossed him 
so strangely s^jould prove no wandering spirit of the elements, 
but the living substance of the person whose appearance it 
bore. So eager Was his curiosity on this subject, that he 
strained his eyes to the utmost, as if it had been possible for 
them to have penetrated through wood and walls into the 
chamber of the Numbering maiden, in order to discover whether 
her eye or cheek bore any mark that she had last night been a 
watcher or a wanderer. 

‘But that was the proof to which Eudolph appealed,’ he 
said, internally, ‘ and Rudolph alone will have the opportunity 
of remarking the result. Who knows what advantage my 
communication may give him in his suit with yonder lovely 
creature ? And whattmust she think of me, save as one light 
of thought and loose of tongue, to whom nothing extraordinary 
can chance but he must hasten to babble it into the ears of 
those who are nearest to him at the moment ? I would my 
tongue had been palsied ere I said a syllable to yonder proud, 
yet wily, prize-fighter ! I shall never see her more, that is to 
be counted for certain. I shall never know the true interpreta- 
tion of those mysteries w'liich hang around her. But to think 
I may have prated something tending to throw her into the 
power of yonder ferocious boor will be a subject of remorse to 
me while I live.’ 

Here he was startled out of his reverie by the voice of his 
father. ‘ Why, how now, boy ; art thou waking, Arthur, or 
sleeping on thy feet from the fatigue of last night’s service ? ’ 

‘Not so, my father,’ answered Arthur, at once recollecting 
himself. ‘ Somewhat drowsy, perhaps ; but the fresh morning 
air will soon put that to flight.’ 

Walking with precaution through the group of sleojicrs 
lay around, the elder Philipson, wh^jvi they had gained the 
door of the apartment, turned back, and, looking on the stetw 
couch which the large form of the Landamman, and the silvery 
beazd of his constant companion, touched by the (^rliest Imms 
of light, distinguished as that <f Arnold Biedennan, he muttered 
between his lips an involuntary adieu, 

‘ Farewell, mirror of ancient faith and intcgrity-^fareweil^' 
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noble Arnold — farewell, soul of truth and candour, to whom 
cowardice, selfishness, and falsehood are alike unknown ! * 

‘And farewell,' thought his son, ‘to the loveliest and most 
candid, yet most mysterious, of maidens ! ' But the adieu, as 
may well be believed, was not, like that of his father, expressed 
in words. 

They were soon after on tl\e outside of thg gate. The 
Swiss domestic was liberally recompensed, and charged with a 
thousand kind words of farewell and of remembrance to the 
Landamman from his English guests, mingled with hopes and 
wishes that they might soon meet again in the Burgundian 
territory. The young man then took the bridle of the mule, 
and led the animal forward on their journey at an easy pace, 
his father walking by his side. 

After a silence of some minutes, the elder Philipson ad- 
dressed Arthur. ‘ I fear me,' he said, ‘ we shall see the worthy 
Landamman no more. The youths who attend him are bent 
upon taking offence; the Duke of Burgundy will not fail, I 
fear, to give them ample occasion ; and •the peace which the 
excellent man desires for the land of his fathers will be 
shipwrecked ere they reach the Duke's presence ; though, even 
were it otherwise, how the proudest prince in Europe will 
brook the moody looks of burgesses and peasants — so will 
Charles of Burgundy term the iriends we have parted from — is 
a question too easily answered. A war^ fatal to the interests of 
all concerned, save Louis of France, will certainly take place ; 
and dreadful must be the contest if the ranks of the Burgundian 
chivalry shall encounter those iron sons of the mountains, 
before whom so many of the Austrian nobility have been 
repeatedly prostrated.’ 

‘ I am so much convinced of the truth of what you say, my 
father,' replied Arthur, ‘that I judge even this day will not 
pass over without a breach of truce. I have already put on 
my shirt of mail, in case we should meet bad company betwixt 
Graffslust and Brisach ; and I would to Heaven that you would 
observe the same precaution. It will not delay our journey ; 
a^d I confess to you that I, at least, will travel with much 
greater consciousness of safety should you do so.' 

‘I understand you, my son,' replied the elder Philipson. 
‘But I am a peaceful traveller in the Duke of Burgundy's 
l^rritories, and must not willin^y suppose that, while under 
the shadow of his banner, I must guard myself against banditti, 
as if I were in the wilds of Palestine. As for the authority of 
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his officers, and the extent of their exactions, I need not tell 
you that they are, in our circumstances, things to be submitted 
to without grief or grudging/ 

Leaving the two travellers to journey towards Brisach at 
their leisure, I must transport my readers to the eastern gate 
of that small town, which, situated on an eminence, had a 
commanding .prospect on eveyy side, but especially towards 
B^le. It did not properly make a part of the dominions of the 
Duke of Burgundy, but had been placed in his hands in pawn, 
or in pledge, for the repayment of a considerable sum of money, 
due to Charles by the Emperor Sigismund of Austria, to whom 
the seigniory of the place belonged in property. But the town 
lay so conveniently for distressing the commerce of the Swiss, 
and inflicting on that people, w^hom he at once hated and 
despised, similar marks of his malevolence, as to encourage a 
general opinion that the Duke of Burgundy, the implacable and 
unreasonable enemy of these mountaineers, would never listen 
to any terms of redemption, however equitable or advantageous, 
which might have the effect of restoring to the Emperor an 
advanced post of such consequence to the gratification of his 
dislike as Brisach. 

The situation of the little town was in itself strong, but the 
fortifications which surrounded it were barely sufficient to 
repel any sudden attack, and not adequate to resist for aiiy 
length of time a formal siege. The morning beams had shone 
on the Bpire of the churclli for more than an hour, when a tall, 
thin, elderly man, wrapt in a morniiig gown, over which was 
buckled a broad belt, supporting on the left side a® sword, on 
the right a dagger, approached the barbican of the eastern gabj. 
His bonnet displayed a feather, which, or the tiiil of a fox in 
lieu of it, was the emblem of gentle blood throughout all 
Germany, and a badge highly prized by those who had a right 
to wear it. 

The small party of soldiers who had kept watch there during 
the course of the preceding night, and supjdicd sentinels both 
for ward and outlook, took arms on tlie ap|>earaneo of this 
individual, and drew themselves up* in the form of a gvmAy 
which receives with military reverence an officer of impoi*tanoe, 
Archibald de Hagenbach's countenance, for it was the govOTor 
himself, expi^essed that settled peevishness and ill-temper 
characterise the morning hodrs of a valetudinary debauch^. 
His head throbbed, bis pulse was feverish, and his cheek was 
pale — ^symptoms of his having spent the last night, m Ivas hiis 
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usual custom, amid wine stoups and flagons. Judging from the 
haste with which his soldiers fell into their ranks, and the awe 
and silence which reigned among them, it appeared that thej 
were accustomed to expect and dread his ill humour on such 
occasions. He glanced at them, accordingly, an inquisitive and 
dissatisfied look, as if he sought something on which to vent 
his peevishness, and then asked for the ‘ loitering^og Kilian.’ 

Kilian presently made his appearance — a stout, haiS-favoured 
man-at-arms, a Bavarian by birth, and by rank the personal 
squire of the governor. 

‘ What news of the Swiss churls, Kilian ? ’ demanded Archi- 
bald de Hagenbach. ‘They should, by their thrifty habits, 
have been on the road two hours since. Have the peasant- 
clods presumed to ape the manners of gentlemen, and stuck 
by the flask till cock-crow ? ’ 

‘ By my faith, it may w^ell be,^ answered Kilian : ‘ the 
burghers of Bale gave them full means of carousal.^ 

‘ How, Kilian ! They dared not offer hospitality to the 
Swiss drove of bullocks, after the charge we sent them to the 
contrary ? ' 

‘ Nay, the Biilese received them not into the town,’ replied 
the squire ; ‘ but I learned, by sure espial, that they afforded 
them means of quartering at Graffslust, which was furnished 
with many a fair gammon and pasty, to speak nought of flasks 
of Rhine wine, barrels of beer, and sto^ips of strong waters.’ 

‘The Balesc shall answer this, Kilian,’ said the governor. 
‘ Do they think I am for ever to be thrusting myself between 
the Duke Tind his pleasure on their behalf ? The fat porkers 
have presumed too much since we accepted some trifling gifts 
at their hands, more for gracing of them than for any advan- 
tage we could make of their paltry donations. Was it not the 
wine from Bale which we were obliged to drink out in pint 
goblets, lest it should become sour before morning?’ 

' It was drunk out, and in pint goblets too,’ said Kilian ; ‘ so 
much I can well remember,’ 

‘Why, go to, then,’ said the governor; ‘they shall know, 
these beasts of Mlc, that! hold myself no way obliged by such 
dccaations as these, and that my remembrance of the wines 
I carouse rests no longer than the headache which the 
fixtures they drug me with never fail of late years to leave 
whind, for the next morning’s pastime.’ 

‘)four Excellency,’ replied the squire, ‘will make it, then, a 
gj^rirel between the Duke of Burgundy and the city of B41e, 
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that they gave this indirect degree of comfort and ai^istanoe 
to the Swiss deputation ? * 

‘Ay, marry will I,* said De Hagenbach, ‘unless there be 
wise men among them who shall show me good reasons for 
protecting them. Oh, the Bdlese do not know our noble Duke, 
nor the gift he hath for chastising the gutter-blooded citizens 
of a free towp. Thou canst tell them, Kiliari, as well as any 
man, how he dealt with the villains of Liege, when they would 
needs be pragmatical.’ 

‘I will apprise them of the matter,’ said Kilian, ‘when 
opportunity shall serve, and I trust I shall find them in a 
temper disposed to cultivate your honourable friendship.’ 

‘ Nay, if it is the same to them, it is quite indifferent to me, 
Kilian,’ continued the governor; ‘but methinks whole and 
sound throats are worth some purchase, were it only to swallow 
black puddings and schwarzhier, to say nothing of Westphalian 
hams and Nierensteiner. I say, a slashed throat is a useless 
thing, Kilian.’ 

‘I will make the -fat citizens to understand their danger, 
and the necessity of making interest,’ answered Kilian. ‘ Sure, 

I am not now to learn how to turn the ball into your Excel- 
lency’s lap.’ 

‘You speak well,’ said Sir Archibald. ‘But how chanced it 
thou hast so little to say to the Switzers’ leaguer ? 1 should 

have thought an old trooper like thee would have made their 
pinions flutter amidst the good cheer thou tellest me of.’ 

‘I might as well have annoyed an angry hedgehog with my 
bare finger,’ said Kilian. ‘ I surveyed Graffslust myv^elf : there 
were sentinels on the castle walls, a sentinel on the bridge, 
besides a regular patrol of these Swiss fellows who kept strict 
watch. So that there was nothing to be done ; otherwise, 
knowing your Excellency’s ancient quarrel, I would have had a . 
hit at them, when they should never have known who hurt them. 

I will tell you, however, fairly, that these churls are acquiring 
better knowledge in the art of war than the best ritter (knight)/ 

‘ Well, they will be the better worth the looking after wheh 
they arrive,’ said De Hagenbach. ‘They come forth 
doubtless, with all their finery, their wives’ chains of 'Silver^ 
their own medals, and rings of lead and copper? Ah, the base 
hinds, they are unworthy that a man of noble blood should 
them of their trash ! ’ * 

‘ There is better ware among them, if my intelligence hUith ! 
not deceived me,’ replied Kilian ; ‘ there are merchants-/ — * 
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‘ Pshaw ! the packhorses of Berne and Soleure/ said the 
governor, ‘ with their paltry lumber, cloth too coarse to make 
covers for horses of any breeding, and linen that is more like 
haircloth than any composition of flax. I will strip them, 
however, were it but to vex the knaves. What ! not content 
with claiming, to be treated like an independent people, and 
sending forth deputies and embassies forsooth, tl^ey expect, I 
warrant, to make the indemnities of* ambassadors cover the 
introduction of a cargo of their contraband commodities, and 
thus insult the noble Duke of Burgundy and cheat him at the 
same time ? But De Hagenbach is neither knight nor gentle- 
man if he allow them to pass unchallenged.^ 

‘And they are better, worth being stopped,* said Kilian, 

* than your Excellency supposes ; for they have English mer- 
chants along with them, and under their protection.* 

* English merchants ! * exclaimed De Hagenbach, his eyes 
sparkling with joy — ‘ English merchants, Kilian ! Men talk 
of Cathay and Ind, where there are mines of gilver, and gold, 
and diamonds; but, on the faith of a gentleman, I believe 
these brutish islanders have the caves of treasure wholly within 
their .own foggy land ! And then the variety of their rich 
merchandise ! Ha, Kilian, is it a long train of mules — a jolly 
tinkling team ? By Our Lady*s glove ! the sound of it is already 
jingling in my ears, more musically than all the harps of all 
the minnesingers at Heilbroim ! * 

‘Nay, 'my lord, there is no great train,* replied the squire: 
‘only two men, as I am given to understand, with scarce so 
much baggi^e as loads a mule ; but, it is said, of infinite value 
— silk and siimite, lace and furs, pearls and jewellery-work, per- 
fumes from the East, and gold-work from Venice.* 

‘ Raptures and paradise ! say not a word more,* exclaimed 
the rapacious knight of Hagenbach; ‘they are all our own, 
Kilian ! Why, these are the very men I have dreamed of twice 
a-week for this month past — ay, two men of middle stature, or 
somewhat under it, with smooth, round, fair, comely visages, 
halving stomachs as plump as partridges, and purses as plump 
as .th^it stomiichs. Ha, w^At sayst thou to my dream, Kilian T 
, ‘ Onty that, to be quite soothfast,* answered the squire, ‘ it 
^^hW,have included the presence of a score, or thereabouts, of 
young giants as ever climbed cliff* or carried bolt to 
Wm&e at a chamois ; a lusty pluiAp of clubs, bills, and parti- 
such as make shields crack like oaten cakes and helmets 
ring like church-bells.* 
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^ The better, knave — the better ! ’ exclaimed the governor, 
rubbing his hands. ‘ English pedlars to plunder ! Swiss bullies 
to beat into submission 1 I wot well, we can have nothing of 
the Helvetian swine save their beastly bristles: it is lucky 
they bring these two island sheep along with them. But we 
must get ready our boar-spears, and clear the clipping^pens for 
exercise of our craft. Here, Lieutenant Schonfeldt ! ' 

An officer stepped forth. 

‘ How many men are here on duty ? ^ 

* About sixty,’ replied the officer. ‘ Twenty out on parties 
in different directions, and there may be forty or fifty in their 
quarters.’ 

‘ Order them all under arms instantly ; harkye, not by 
trumpet or bugle, but by warning them individually in their 
quarters to draw to arms as quietly as possible, and rendezvous 
here at the eastern gate. Tell the villains there is booty to be 
gained, and they shall have their share.’ 

‘On these terms,’ said Schonfeldt, ‘they will walk over a 
spider’s web without startling the insect that wove it. I will 
collect them wdthout loss of an instant.’ 

‘I tell thee, Kilian,’ continued the exulting commandant, 
again speaking apart with his confidential attendant, ‘ nothing 
could come so luckily as the chance of this onslaught. Duke 
Charles desires to affront the Swiss — not, look you, that he 
cares to act towards them, by his own direct orders, in such a 
manner as might be thrrncd a breach of public faith towards 
a peaceful embassy ; but the gallant follower who shall save 
bis prince the scandal of such an affair, and whose actions 
may be termed a mistake or misapprehension, sliall, I warrant 
you, be accounted to have done knightly service. Perchance 
a frown may be passed upon him in puVdic, but in private 
the Duke will know how to esteem him. Why standest thou 
so silent, man, and what ails thy ugly, ill -looking aspect? 
Thou art not afraid of twenty Switzer boys, and we at the 
head of such a band of spears ? ’ 

‘The Swiss,’ answered Kilian, ‘will give and take good 
blows, yet I have no fear of them.. But I like not that we 
should trust too much^to Duke Charles. That he would iu 
the first instance, pleased with any dishonotir done tb^ Swiss is 
likely enough ; but if, as your Excellency hints, be finds 
wards convenient to disowit the action, he is a prince likely to 
give a lively colour to his disavowal by hanging up the aeti<:>ra’ 

‘Pshaw!’ said the commandant, ‘I know where I 



ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN 157 

Such a trick were like enough to be played by LoUis of France, 
but it is foreign to the blunt character of our bold one of Bur- 
gundy. Why the devil stand^st thou still, man, simpering like ' 
an ape at a roasted chestnut, which he thinks too warm for 
his fingers ? ' 

‘ Your Excellency is wise as well as warlike,^ said the esquire, 

‘ and it is not for me to contest your pleasure. Bui this peace- 
ful embassy — these English merchants — if Charles goes to war 
with Louis, as the rumoUr is current, w^hat he should most of 
all desire is the neutrality of Switzerland, and the assistance 
of England, whose king is crossing the sea with a great army. 
Now you, Sir Archibald of Hagenbach, may well do that in 
the course of this very morning which will put the Confeder- 
ated Cantons in arms against Charles, and turn the English 
from allies into enemies.’ 

‘ I care not,’ said the commandant ; ‘ I know the Duke’s 
humour well, and if he, the master of so many provinces, is 
willing to risk them in a self-willed frolic,* what is it to 
Archibald do Hagenbach, who has not a fobt of land to lose in 
the cause ? ’ 

‘ But you have life, my lord,’ said the esquire. 

* Ay, life ! ’ replied the knight — ‘ a paltry right to exist, 
which I have been ready to stake every day of my life for 
dollars — ay, and for kreutzers — and think you I will hesitate to 
pledge it* for broad-pieces, jewels of th« East, and goldsmith’s 
work of Venice ? No, Kilian ; these English must be eased 
of their bales, that Archibald de Hagenbach may drink a purer 
flask than *their thin Moselle, and wear a brocade doublet 
instead of greasy velvet. Nor is it less necessary that Kilian 
should have a seemly new jerkin, with a purse of ducats to 
jingle at his girdle,’ 

‘By my faith,’ said Kilian, ‘that last argument hath dis- 
armed my scruples, and I give up the point, since it ill befits 
me to dispute with your Excellency.’ 

‘To the work then,’ said his leader. ‘But stay; we must 
first take the church along with us. The priest of St. Paul’s 
ha.th b^en moody of lat(f, and spread abroad strange things 
frbm tbe pulpit, as if we were little better than common 
pillagers and robbers. Nay, he hath had the insolence to warn 
he termed it, twice, in stijinge form. It were well to 
breaV the growling mastiflf’s bald head ; but, since that might 
bo ill taken by the Duke, the next point of wisdom is to fling 
him a bone.’ 
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‘ He may be a dangerous enemy/ said the squire, dubiously ; 
‘his power is great with the people.’ 

‘ Tush ! ’ replied Hagenbach, ‘ I know how to disarm the 
shaveling. Send to him, and tell him to come hither to speak 
with me. Meanwhile, have all our force under arm,s ; let the 
barbican and barrier be well manned with archers; station 
spearmen in the houses on each hand of the gateway ; and let 
the street be barricaded with carts, well bound together, but 
placed as if they had been there by accident ; place a body of 
determined fellows in these carts, and behind them. So soon 
as the merchants and their mules enter, for that *is the main 
point, up with your drawbridge, down with the portcullis, 
send a volley of arrows among those who are without, if they 
make any scuffle ; disarm and secure those who have entered, 
and are cooped up between the barricade before and the 
ambush behind and around them. And iheriy Kilian ’ 

‘And then,’ said his esquire, ‘shall we, like merry Free 
Companions, be knuckle-deep in the English budgets ’ 

‘And, like joyiai hunters,’ replied the knight, ‘elbow-deep 
in Swiss blood.’ 

‘The game will stand at bay though,’ answered Kilian. 

‘ They are led by that Donnerhugel whom we have heard of, 
whom they call the Young Bear of Berne. They will turn to 
their defence.’ 

‘ The better, man ; ivouldst thou kill sheep rather than hunt 
wolves? Besides, our toils are set, and the whole garrison shall 
assist. Shame on thee, Kilian, thou wort not wont to have so 
many scruples ! ’ 

‘Nor have I now,’ said Kilian. ‘But these Swiss bills, and 
two-handed swords of the breadth of four inches, are no child’s 
play. And then, if you call all our garrison to the attack, to 
whom will your Excellency entrust the defence of the other 
gates and the circuit of the walls ? ’ 

‘ Lock, bolt, and chain up the gates,’ replied the governor, 

‘ and bring the keys hither. There shall no one leave the place 
till this a^ir is over. Let some score of the citizens take arms 
for the duty of guarding the walls ; 'and look they disobai^ it 
well, or I will lay a fine on them which they shall discharge to 
purpose,’ 

‘ They will grumble,’ said Kilian. ‘ They say that, not 
the Duke^s subjects, though the place is impledged to his Grace, 
they are not liable to military service.’ v 

‘ They lie ! the cowardly slaves,’ answered De 
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* If I have not employed them much hitherto, it is because I 
scorn their assistance ; nor would I now use their help, were it 
for anything save to keep a watch, by looking out straight 
before them. Let them obey, as they respect their property,' 
persons, and families.' 

A deep voice behind them repeated the emphatic language 
of Scripture — ‘ I have seen the wicked man flourish^in his power 
even like unto a laurel, but I returned and he was not — yea, I 
sought him, but he was not to be found.' 

Sir Archibald de Hagenbach turned sternly, and encountered 
the dark and ominous looks of the priest of St. Paul's, dressed 
in the vestments of his order. 

‘We are busy, father,' said the governor, ‘and will hear 
your preachments another time.' 

‘I come by your summons, sir governor,' said the priest, 

‘ or I had not intruded myself where I well knew my preach- 
ments, if you term them so, will do no good.' 

‘0, I crave your mercy, reverend father, '-said De Hageii- 
bach. ‘ Yes, it is true that I did send fof you, to desire your 
prayers and kind intercession with Our Lady and St. Paul in 
some transactions which are likely to occur this morning, and 
in which, as the Lombard says, I do espy roha di guadagno,^ 

‘Sir Archibald,' answered the priest, calmly, ‘I well hope 
and trust that you do not forget the nature of the glorified 
saints so far as to ask them for th%ir blessing upon such 
exploits as you have been too oft engaged in since your arrival 
amongst us — an event which of itself gave token of the Divine 
anger. N^y, let me say, humble as I am, that decency to a 
servant of the altar should check you from proposing to me to 
put up prayers for the success of pillage and robbery.' 

‘I understand you, father,' said the rapacious governor, 

‘ and you shall see I do. While you are the Duke's subject, 
you must by your office put up your prayers for his success in 
matters that are fairly managed. You acknowledge this with 
a graceful bend of your reverend head? Well, then, I will be 
as. reasonable as you are. ^ay we desire the intercession of the 
g<^ saints, and of you, their pious orator, in something a little 
out of the ordinary path, and, if you will, somewhat of a 
complexion — are we entitled to ask you or them fpr 
pAins and trouble without a just consideration? Surely 
no. Therefore I vow and solemnly promise that, if I have 
good fortune in this morning's adventure, St. Paul shall have 
an altar-cloth and a basin of silver, large or little, as my booty 
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will permit ; Our Lady a web of satin for a full suit, with a 
necklace of pearl for holidays ; and thou, priest, some twenty 
pieces of broad English gold, for acting as go-between betwixt 
ourselves and the blessed Apostles, whom we acknowledge our- 
selves unworthy to negotiate with in our profane person. And 
now, sir priest, do we understand each other, for I have little 
time to lose f I know you have hard thoughts of me, but you 
see the devil is not quite so horrible as he is painted.^ 

‘Do we understand each other T answered the black priest 
of St. PauVs, repeating the govemor^s question. ‘Alas, no I 
and 1 me we never shdll. Hast thou never 
ty the holy hermit, Berchtold of 

A^es, who had rev^ged^it«iil;^j;^P 

I/ietiinied the knight; ‘I have ndthev studied 
efaxt^^les of emperors nor the legends of hermits; and, 
f<«o,' sir priest, an you like not my proposal, let m have 
Ihuther words on the® matter. I am unwont to press my favouns^ 
or to deal with priests who require entreaty when gifts are h^d 
out to them.* 

‘ Hear yet the words of the holy man,* said the priest. * The 
time may come, and that shortly, when you would gladly desire 
to hear what you scornfully reject.* 

‘Speak on, but be •brief,* said Archibald de Hagenbach; 

‘ and know, though thou mayst terrify or cajole the multitude, 
thou now speakest to one whose resolution is fixed far beyond 
the power of thy eloquence to melt.’ ® 

‘ Know, then,* said the priest of St. Paul’s, ‘ that Agnes, 
daughter of the murdered Albert, after shedding oceans of 
blood in avenging his bloody death, founded at length the rich 
abbey of Koenigsfeldt ; and, that it might have a superior claim 
to renowned sanctity, made a pilgrimage in person to the cell 
of the holy hermit, and besought of him to honour her al^y 
by taking up his residence there. But what was his reply? 
Mark it aiwi tremble. “Begone, I'ntbless woman,** said 
holy man; “God will not be served with blood -guiltismssj and 
rejects the gifts wbiob are obtained by violence and robhe^. 
The Almighty loves mercy, justice, and humanity, ajdd 
lovers of these only will He,be worshipped.** And iicw> 
bald of Hagenbach, once, twice, thrice hast thou had^ariltn^^ 
Live as becomes a man on whom sentence is paased, Who 
must expect execution.* 
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Having spoken these words with a menacing tone and 
frowning aspect, the priest of St. Paul’s turned away from the 
governor, whose first impulse was to command him to be 
arrested. But, when he recollected the serious consequences 
which attached to the laying violent hands on a priest, he 
suffered him .to depart in peace, conscious that his own un- 
popularity might render any attempt to revenge himself an act 
of great rashness. He called, therefore, for a beaker of Bur- 
gundy, in which he swallowed down his displeasure, and had 
Jufift returned to Kilian the cup, which he had drained 'to the 
bottopa, when the warden winded a blast from the watoh- 
which betokened the arrival of strangers at the gate of 
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CHAPTER XIV 

I \vill resist such entertainment, till 
My enemy has more power. 

Tke Tempest. 

‘That blast was but feebly blown/ said De Hagenbach, ascend- 
ing to the ramparts, from which he could see what passed on 
the outside of the gate. ‘ Who approaches, Kilian ? * 

The trusty squire was hastening to meet him with the news. 
‘ Two men with a mule, an it please your Excellency ; and 
merchants, I presun^p them to be.^ 

‘ Merchants ! ’Sdeath, villain ! pedlars you mean. Heard 
ever man of English merchants tramping it on foot, with no 
more baggage than one mule can manage to carry ? They 
must be begga^rly Bohemians, or those whom the French people 
call Escossais. The knaves ! they shall pay with the pining of 
their paunches for the poverty of their purses.^ 

‘Do not be too hasty, an ’t please your Excellency/ quoth 
the squire : ‘ small budgets hold rich goods. But rich or poor, 
they are our men, at least they have all the marks • the elder, 
well-sized and dark-vijBaged, may write fifty-aiul-five years, a 
beard somewhat grizzled ; the youngci*, some two-and-twonty, 
taller than the first, and a well-favoured lad, with a sm(X)th 
chin and light-brown mustachios.’ 

‘Let them be admitted,’ said the governor, turning back in 
order again to descend to the street, ‘ and bring them into the 
folterJcammer of the toll-house.’ 

So saying, ho betook himself to the place appointed, which 
was an apartment in the lai^e tower that protected the eastern 
gateway, in which were deposited the rack, with various other 
instruziiet^td of torture, which the cruel and rapacious governor 
was the habit of applying to such prisoners front whom ho 
wfMS ^tedrous of extorting cither booty or information. He 
entered the apartment, which was dimly lighted, and had a 
lofty Gothic roof which could he but imperfectly Seen, w^ile 
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nooses and cords hanging down from tHence announced a, fear* 
£ul connexion with various implements of rusted iron that bung 
round the walls or lay scattered on the floor. 

A faint stream of light through one of the numerous and 
narrow slits, or shot-holes, with which the walls were garnished, 
fell directly upon the person and visage of a tall, swarthy man, 
seated in what, but for the partial illumination^ would have 
been an obscure corner of this evil -boding apartment. His 
features were regular, and even handsome, but of a character 
peculiarly stern and sinister. This person’s dress was a cloak of 
scarlet ; his head was bare, and surrounded by shaggy locks of 
black, which time had partly grizzled. He was busily employed 
in furbishing and burnishing a broad two-handed sword, of a 
peculiar shape, and considerably shorter than the weapons of 
that kind which we have described as used by the Swiss. He 
was so deeply engaged in his task, that he started as the heavy 
door opened with a jarring noise, and the sword, escaping from 
his hold, rolled on the stone floor with a heavy clash. 

‘ Ha ! schar/gerichter,* said the knight,* as he entered the 
folterkammeTy ‘ thou art preparing for thy duty ? ’ 

‘It would ill become your Excellency’s servant,’ answered the 
man, in a harsh, deep tone, ‘ to be found idle. But the prisoner 
is not far off, as I can judge by the fall of my sword, which 
infallibly announces the presence of him who shall feel its 
edge.’ 

‘The- prisoners arc at hand, Francis,’ replied the governor; 
‘ but thy omen has deceived thee for once. They are fellows 
for whom a good rope will sufiice, and thy sword drinks only 
noble blood,’ 

‘ The worse for Francis Steinemherz,' replied the official in 
scarlet : ‘ I trusted that your Excellency, who have ever been a 
bountiful patron, should this day have nffide me noble.’ 

‘ Noble ! ’ said the governor ; ‘ thou art mad. Thou noble — 
the common executioner ! ’ 

‘ And wherefore not, Sir Archibald de Hagenbach ? I think 
the name of Francis Steinernherz von Blutacker will suit 
nobility, being fairly and legally won, as well as another. Nay, 
do not stare on me thus. If one of my profession shall do his 
grim ofece on nine men of noble birth, with the same weapon, 
and with a single blow to each patmnt, hath he not a right to 
his freedom from taxes, and his nobility by patent 1 ’ 

* So says the law,’ said Sir Archibald, after reflecting for a 
moment ; ^ but rather more in scorn than seriously, I should 
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sinoe no one was eve^ known to claim tbe benefit 

of it.‘ 

‘The prouder boast for him/ said the functionary, ‘that 
shall be t^e first to demand the honours due to a tharp sword 
and a clean stroke. I, Francis Steinernherz, will be the first 
noble of my profession, when I shall have despatched one more 
knight of the Empire.' 

* Thou hast been ever in my service, hast thou not ? ' de- 
manded De Hagenbach, 

‘ Under what other master,’ replied the executioner, ‘ could 
I have enjoyed such constant practice ? I have executed your 
decrees on condemned sinners since I could swing a scourge, 
lift a crowbar, or wield this trusty weapon; and who can say 
I ever failed of my first blow, or needed to deal a second! 
Tristrem of the Hospital, and his famous assistants, Petit Andre 
and Trois-Eschelles,* are novices compared with me in the use 
of the noble and knightly sword. Marry, I should bo ashamed 
to match myself ‘with them in the field practice with bowstring 
and dagger ; these a're no feats worthy of a Christian man who 
would rise to honour and nobility.’ 

‘ Thou art a fellow of excellent address, and I do not deny 
it,’ replied De Hagenbach. ‘ But it cannot be — I trust it can- 
not be — that, when noble blood is becoming scarce in the land, 
and proud churls are lording it over knights and barons, I 
myself should have caused so much to be spill»)d % ’ 

‘ I will number the patients to your Excellency by name and 
title,’ said Francis, drawing out a scroll of parchment, and 
reading with a commentary as he went on. ‘ Tlier^ w’^as Count 
William of Elvcrshoc ; he was my assay-piece, a sweet youth, 
and died most like a Christian.’ 

‘I remember; ho was indeed a most smart youth, and 
courted my mistress,’ said Sir Archibald. 

‘He died on St. Jude’s, in the year of grace 1455/ said the 
executioner. 

‘ Go on, but name no dates/ said the gf)verin^r. 

‘ Sir Miles of Stockenborg ’ 

‘He drove off my cattle,’ observed his Excellency. 

‘ Sir Ix>ui8 of Eiesenfeldt ’ continueil the executioner. 

‘ He made love to my wife,’ commented the governor. 

‘The three Jungherrn ^f Lammerbourg; you made their 
father, the coimt, childless in one day.’ 

‘And he made me landless,’ said Sir Archibald, ‘so that 

* Three well-kn<mn characters who figure in JHtriewd (lMng)» 



acoQunt is settled. Thou needest read no farther,’ he oou* 
tinued, ‘I admit thy record, though it is written in letters 
somewhat of the reddest. I had counted these three young 
gentlemen as one execution.* 

‘ You did me the greater wrong,* said Francis : ‘ they cost 
three good sej)arate blows of this good sword.* 

‘ Be it so, and God be with their souls,* said# Hagenbach. 
‘ But thy ambition must go to sleep for a while, scharfgerichter^ 
for the stuff that came hither to-day is for dungeon and cord, 
or perhaps a touch of the rack or strappado : there is no honour 
to win on them.* 

‘ The worse luck mine,* said the executioner. ‘ I had 
dreamed so surely 'that your honour had made me noble — and 
then the fall of my sword ? * 

‘ Take a bowl of wine, and forget your auguries.* 

‘ With your honour’s permission, no,* said the executioner : 
‘ to drink before noon were to endanger the nicety of my hand.* 
‘ Be silent, then, and mind your duty,* said De Hagenbach, 
Francis took up his sheathless sword, \^iped the dust rever- 
ently from it, and withdrew into a corner of the chamber, 
where he stood leaning with his hands on the pommel of the 
fatal weapon. 

Almost immediately afterwards, Kilian entered at the head 
of five or six soldiers, conducting the two Philipsons, whose 
arms were tied down with cords. • 

‘Approach me a chair,* said the governor, and took his 
place gravely beside a table, on which stood writing-materials. 

‘ Who are these men, Kilian, and wherefore are they bound ? * 

‘ So please your Excellency,* said Kilian, with a deep respect 
of manner which entirely differed from the tone, approaching 
to familiarity, with which he communicated with his master in 
private, ‘ we thought it well that these two strangers should 
not appear armed in your gracious presence; and when we 
required of them to surrender their weapons at the gate, as is 
the custom of the garrison, this young gallant must needs 
offer resistance. I admit tic gave up his weapon at his father*s 
command.* • 

‘ It is false ! * exclaimed young Philipson ; but his father 
making a sign to him to be silent, he obeyed instantly. 

* Noble sir,* said the elder Philipson, ‘ we are strangers, and 
unacquainted with the rules of this citadel; we are English- 
men, and unaccustomed to submit to personal mishandling; 
we t^tst you will have excuse for us, when we found ourselves, 
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without any explanation of the cause, rudely seized on by we 
knew not whom. My son, who is young and unthinking, did 
partly draw his weapon, but desisted at my command, without 
having altogether unsheathed his sword, far less made a blow. 
For myself, I am a merchant, accustomed to submit to the 
laws and customs of the countries in which I trafl&c ; I am in 
the territories of the Duke of Burgundy, and I know his laws 
and customs must be just and equitable. He is the powerful 
and faithful ally of England, and I fear nothing while under 
his banner.^ 

‘ Hem — hem ! ’ replied De Hagenbach, a little disconcerted 
by the Englishman’s composure, and perhaps recollecting that, 
unless his passions were awakened, as in the case of the Swiss, 
whom he detested, Charles of Burgundy deserved the character 
of a just though severe prince. ‘Fair words are well, but 
hardly make amends for foul actions. You have drawn swords 
in riot and opposition to the Duke’s soldiers, when obeying 
the mandates which regulate their watch.’ 

‘ Surely, sir,’ ansv^ered Philipson, ‘ this is a severe construc- 
tion of a most natural action. But, in a word, if you arc 
disposed to be rigorous, the simple action of drawing, or at- 
tempting to draw, a sword in a garrison town is only punish- 
able by pecuniary fine, and such we must pay, if it be your 
will.’ 

‘ Now, here is a silly «sheep,’ said Kilian to the executioner, 
beside whom he had stationed himself, somewhat apart from 
the group, ‘ who voluntarily offers his own fleece to the 
clipper.’ 

‘It will scarcely serve as a ransom for his throat, sir squire,’ 
answered Francis Steincmherz ; ‘ for, look you, I dreamed last 
night that our master made me noble, and f knew by the fall 
of my sword that this is the man by whom I am to mount 
to gentility. I must this very day deal on him with my good 
sword.’ 

‘ Why, thou ambitious fool,’ said the esquire, ‘ this is no 
noble, but an island pedlar — a mere, English citizen.’ 

‘ Than art deceived,’ said the exebutioner, ‘ and liast never 
looked on men when they are about to die.’ 

‘Have I not?’ said the squire. ‘Have 1 not looked on 
five pitched fields, besides, skirmishes and ambuscades in- 
numerable V 

‘That tries not the courage,’ said the scharf(jfer%<ihter» ‘All 
men will fight when pitched against each other. So Vill the 
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most paltry curs, so will the dunghill fowls. But he is brave 
and noble who can look on a scaffold and a block, a priest to 
give him absolution, and the headsman and good sword which 
is to mow him down in his strength, as he would look upon 
things indifferent ; and such a man is that whom we now 
behold.’ 

‘Yes,’ answered Kilian, ‘ but that man looks net on such an 
apparatus : he only sees our illustrious patron. Sir Archibald 
de Hagenbach.’ 

‘ And he who looks upon Sir Archibald,’ said the executioner, 
‘being, as yonder man assuredly is, a person of sense and 
apprehension, looks he not upon sword and headsman ? Assur- 
edly that prisoner apprehends as much, and being so composed 
as he is under such conviction, it shows him to be a nobleman 
by blood, or may I myself never win nobility ! ’ 

‘ Our master will come to compromise with him, I judge,’ 
replied Kilian ; ‘ he looks smilingly on him.’ 

‘ Never trust to me then,’ said the man in scarlet ; ‘ there 
is a glance in Sir Archibald’s eye whicli betokens blood, as 
surely as the dog-star bodes pestilence.’ 

While these dependants of Sir Archibald de Hagenbach were 
thus conversing apart, their master had engaged the prisoners 
in a long train of captious interrogatories concerning their 
business in Switzerland, their connexion with the Landamman, 
and the cause of their travelling into •Burgundy, to all which 
the senior Philipson gave direct and plain answers, excepting 
to the last. He was going, he said, into Burgundy, for the 
purpose of his traffic; his wares were at the disposal of the 
governor, who might detain all, or any part, of them, as he 
might bo disposed to make himself answerable to his master. 
But his business with the Duke was of a private nature, re- 
spectiiig some particular matters of commerce, in which others 
as well as ho himself were interested. To the Duke alone, he 
declared, would he communicate the affair ; and he pressed it 
strongly on the governor, that, if he should sustain any damage 
in his own person or thaA of his son, the Duke’s severe dis- 
pleasure would bo the inevitable consequence. 

De* Hagenbach was evidently much embarrassed by the 
steady tone of his prisoner, and more than once held counsel 
with the bottle, his never-failing oracle in cases of extreme 
difficulty. Philipson had readily surrendered to the governor a 
list or invoice of his merchandise, which was of so inviting a 
character, that Sir Archibald absolutely gloated over it. After 



168 


WAVERLEY NOVELS 


remaining in deep meditation for some time, he raised his head 
and spoke thus : — 

‘You must he well aware, sir merchant, that it is the 
Duke’s pleasure that no Swiss merchandise shall pass through 
his territories; and that, nevertheless, you having been, by 
your own account, some time in that country, and having also 
accompanied •a body of men calling themselves Swiss deputies, 
I am authorised to believe that these valuable articles are 
rather the property of those persons than of a single individual 
of so poor an appearance as yourself, and that, should I demand 
pecuniary satisfaction, three hundred pieces of gold would not 
be an extravagant fine for so bold a practice ; and you might 
wander where you will with the rest of your wares, so you bring 
them not into Burgundy.’ 

‘ But it is to Burgundy, and to the Duke’s presence, that 
I am expressly bound,’ said the Englishman. ‘If I go not 
thither my journey is wrecked, and the Duke’s displeasure is 
certain to light on those who may molest me. For I make 
your Excellency aware, that your gracious prince already knows 
of my journey, and will make strict inquiry where and by whom 
I have been intercepted.’ 

Again the governor was silent, endeavouring to decide how 
he might best reconcile the gratification of his rapacity with 
precaution for his safety. After a few minutes’ consideration, 
he again addressed his prisoner. 

‘ Thou art very positive in thy tale, my good friend ; but 
my orders are equally so to exclude merchandise coming from 
Switzerland. What if I put thy mule and baggage un^cr arrest?’ 

‘ I cannot withstand your power, my lord, to do what you 
will. I will in that case go to the Duke’s footstool and do my 
errand there.’ 

‘Ay, and my errand also,’ answered the governor. ‘That 
is, thou wilt carry thy complaint to the Duke against the 
governor of La Ferette, for executing Ins orders too strictly ? ’ 

‘ On my life and honest word,’ answered the Englishman, 

‘ I will make no complaint. Leave »me but my ready money, 
without which I can hardly travel to* the Duke’s court, and I 
will look no more after' these goods and wares than the stag 
looks after the antlers which he shed last year.’ 

Again the governor of La Ferette looked doubtful, and 
shook his head. 

‘ Men in such a case as yours,’ ho said, ‘ cannot be trusted) 
nor, to say truth, is it reasonable to expect they should b# 
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trustworthy. These same wares, designed for the Duke’s 
private hand, in what do they consist ? ’ 

* They are under seal,’ replied the Englishman. 

‘ They are of rare value, doubtless ? ’ continued the governor, 

‘ I cannot tell,’ answered the elder Philipson ; ‘ I know the 
Duke sets great store by them. But your Excellency knows 
that great princes sometimes place a high value op trifles.’ 

‘ Bear you them about you ? ’ said the governor. * Take 
heed how you answer. Look around you on these engines, 
which can bring a dumb man to speak, and consider I have the 
power to employ them ! ’ 

‘ And I the courage to support their worst infliction,’ 
answered Philipson, with the same impenetrable coolness which 
he had maintained throughout the whole conference. 

* Eemember also,’ said Hagcnbach, ‘ that I can have your 
person searched as thoroughly as your mails and budgets.’ 

‘ I do remember that I am wholly in thy power ; and that I 
may leave thee no excuse for employing force on a peaceful 
traveller, I will own to you,’ said Philipsbn, ‘ that I have the 
Duke’s packet in the bosom of my doublet.’ 

‘ Bring it forth,’ answered the governor. 

‘ My hands are tied, both m honour and literally,’ said the 
Englishman. 

‘Pluck it from his bosom, Kilian,’ said Sir Archibald ; ‘let 
us see this gear ho talks of.’ • 

‘Could resistance avail,’ replied the stout merchant, ‘you 
should pluck forth my heart first. But I pray all who are 
present, to observe that the seals are every one whole and 
unbroken at this moment when it is forcibly taken from my 
person.’ 

As he spoke thus, he looked around on the soldiers, whose 
])resence De Hagcnbach had perhaps forgotten. 

‘ How, dog I ’ said Sir Arcliibald, giving way to his passion, 

‘ would you stir up mutiny among my men-at-arms ? Kilian, 
let the soldiers wait without.’ 

So saying, he hastily pjaced under cover of his own robe the 
small but remarkably ^fell -secured packet which Kilian had 
taken* from the merchant’s person. The soldiers withdrew, 
lingering, however, and looking back, like children brought 
away from a show before its final^conclusion. 

* So, fellow 1 ’ again began De Hagenbach, ‘ we are now more 
privqite. Wilt thou deal more on the level with me, and tell 
mo what this packet is, and whence it comes ? ’ 
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* Could all your garrison be crowded into this room, I can 
only answer as before. The contents I do not precisely know ; 
the person by whom it was sent I am determined not to name.’ 

‘Perhaps your son,' said .the governor, ‘may be more 
compliant.’ 

‘ He cannot tell you that of which he is himself ignorant,’ 
answered tha merchant. 

‘ Perchance the rack may make you both find your tongues ; 
and we will try it on the young fellow first, Kilian, since thou 
knowest we have seen men shrink from beholding the wrenched 
joints of their children, that would have committed their own 
old sinews tp the stretching with much endurance.’ 

‘ You may make the trial,’ said Arthur, ‘ and Heaven will 
give me strength to endure ’ 

‘ And me courage to behold,’ added his fatlier. 

All this while the governor was turning and returning the 
little • packet in his hand, curiously inspecting every fold, and 
regretting, doubtless, in secret, that a few patches of wax, 
placed under an envelope of crimson satin, and ligatures of 
twisted silk cord, should prevent his eager eyes from ascertain- 
ing the nature of the treasure which he doubted not it con- 
cealed. At length he again called in the soldiers, and delivered 
up the two prisoners to their charge, commanding that they 
should be kept safely, and in separate holds, and that the 
father, in particular, should be most carefully looked after. 

‘I take you all here to witness,’ exclaimed the elder Philip- 
son, despising the menacing signs of De Hagenbacli, ‘ that the 
governor detains from me a packet, addressed to' his most 
gracious lord and master, the Duke of Burgundy.’ 

De Hagenbach actually foamed at tlie mouth with passion. 

‘And should I not detain it?’ he exclaimed, in a voice 
inarticulate with rage. ‘ May there not be some foul practice 
against the life of our most gracious sovereign, by poison or 
otherwise, in this suspicious packet, brought by a most suspici- 
ous bearer? Have we never hear<i of poisons which do their 
work by the smell ? And shall wc,^ who keep the gate, as 1 
may say, of his* Grace of Burgundy’s ^dominions, give access to 
what may rob Europe df its pride of chivalry, Burgundy of its 
prince, and Flanders of her father ? No 1 Away with these 
miscreants, soldiers-^down t^ the lowest dungeons with them 
— keep them separate, and watch them carefully. This trea- 
sonable practice has been meditated with the connivance of 
Berne and Soleure,’ 
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Thus Sir Archibald de Hagenbach raved, with a raised voice 
and inflamed countenance, lashing himself as it were into 
passion, until the steps of the soldiers, and the clash of their 
arms, as they retired with the prisoners, were no longer audible. 
His complexion, when these had ceased, waxed paler than was 
natural to him, his brow was furrowed with anxious wrinkles, 
and his voice became lower and more hesitating tl^an ordinary, 
as, turning to his esquire, he said, ‘'Kilian, we stand upon a 
slippery plank, with a waging torrent beneath us. What is to 
be done ? ’ 

‘ Marry, to move forward with a resolved yet prudent step,* 
answered the crafty Kilian. ‘It is unlucky that all these 
fellows should have seen the packet, and heard the appeal of 
yonder iron-nerved trader. But this ill-luck has befallen us, 
and the packet having been in your Excellency’s hands, you will 
have all the credit of having broken the seals ; for, though you 
leave them as entire as the moment they were impressed, it 
will only be supposed they have been ingeniously replaced. 
Let us see what are the contents, before we determine what is 
to be done with them. They must be of rare value, since the 
churl merchant was well contented to leave behind all his rich 
mulc’sdoad of merchandise, so that this precious packet might 
pass unexamined.’ 

‘ They may be papers on some political matter. Many such, 
and of high importance, pass secretjy between Edward of 
England and our bold Duke.’ Such was the reply of De 
Hagenbach. 

‘ If the^ be papers of consequence to the Duke,* answered 
Kilian, ‘we can forward them to Dijon. Or they may be such 
as Louis of France would purchase with their weight of gold,* 

‘For shame, Kilian,’ said the knight; ‘wouldstthou have 
me betray my master’s secrets to the King of France ? Sooner 
would I lay my head on the block.* 

‘ Indeed ! And yet your Excellency hesitates not to * 

Hero the squire stopped, apparently for fear of giving 
offence, by affixing a name too broad and intelligible to the 
practices of his patron. • 

‘ To plunder the Duke, thou wouldst say, thou impudent 
slave ! And, saying so, thou wouldst be as dull as thou art 
wont to be,’ answer^ De Hagenbach. ‘ I partake, indeed, in 
the plunder which the Duke takes from aliens; and reason 
good. Even so the hound and the hawk have their share of 
the quarry they bring down — ^ay, and the lion’s share, too, 
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unless the huntsman or falconer be all the nearer to them. 
Such are the perquisites of my rank ; and the Duke, who placed 
me here for the gratification of his resentment, and the better- 
ing of my fortune, does not grudge them to a faithful servant. 
And, indeed, I may term myself, in so far as this territory of 
La Ferette extends, the Duke’s full representative, or, as it 
may be termed, alter ego*, and, thereupon, I will open this 
packet, which, being addressed to him, is thereby equally 
addressed to me.’ 

Having thus in a manner talked himself up to an idea of 
his own high authority, he cut the strings of the packet, which 
he had all this while held in his hand, and, undoing the outer 
coverings, produced a very small case made of sandalwood. 

‘ The contents,’ he said, ‘ had need to be valuable, as they 
lie in so little compass.’ 

So saying, he pressed the spring, and the casket, opening, 
displayed a necklace of diamonds, distinguished by brilliancy 
and size, and apparently of extraordinary value. The eyes of 
the avaricious governor, and his no less rapacious attendant, 
were so dazzled with the unusual splendour, that for some 
time they could express nothing save joy and surprise. 

‘Ay, marry, sir,’ said Kilian, ‘the obstinate old knave had 
reasons for his hardihood. My own joints should have stood 
a strain or two ere I surrendered such sparkler's as these. And 
now. Sir Archibald, may your trusty follower ask you how this 
booty is to be divided between the Duke and his governor, 
according to the most approved rules of garrison towns ? ’ 

‘Faith, we will suppose the garrison stormed, Hilian ; and 
in a storm, thou know’st, the first finder tiikes all — with due 
consideration always of his trusty followers.’ 

‘As myself, for example,’ said Kilian. 

‘Ay, and myself, for example,’ answered a voice, whicdi 
sounded like the echo of the esquire’s words, from the remote 
corner of the ancient apartment. 

‘ ’Sdeath I we are overheard,’ exclaimed tlie governor, starting 
and laying his hand on his dagger. 

‘Only by a faithful follower, as thb wortliy oscpiire observes,’ 
said the executioner, moving slowly forward. 

‘Villain, how didst thou dare watch me?’ said Sir Archibihi 
de Hagenbach. 

‘Trouble not yourself for that, sir,’ siiid Kilian. ‘Honest 
Steinemherz has no tongue to speak, or ear to hear, save 
according to your pleasure. Indeed, we must shortly have 
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taken him into our counsels, seeing these men must be dealt 
upon, and that speedily/ 

‘ Indeed ! ’ said De Hagenbach ; ‘ I had thought they might 
be spared/ 

‘To tell the Duke of Burgundy how the governor of La 
Ferette accounts to his treasurer for the duties and forfeitures 
at his custom-house 1 ’ demanded Kilian. 

‘/Tis true,’ said the knight; ‘dead men have \ieither teeth 
nor tongue : they bite not and they tell no tales. Thou wilt 
take order with them, scharfgerichterJ 

‘I will, my lord,’ answered the executioner, ‘on condition 
that, if this must be in the way of dungeon execution, which 
I call cellar practice, my privilege to claim nobility shall be 
saved and reserved to me, and the execution shall be declared 
to be as effectual to my claim as it might have been if the 
blow had been dealt in broad daylight, with my honourable 
blade of office.’ 

Do Hagenbach stared at the executioner, as not under- 
standing what ho meant; on which Kilian took occasion to 
explain that the scharfgerichter was strongly impressed, from 
the free and dauntless conduct of the elder prisoner, that he 
was a man of noble blood, from whose decapitation he would 
himself derive all the advantages proposed to the headsman 
who should execute his function on nine men of illustrious 
extraction. 

‘ He may be right,’ said Sir Archif)ald, ‘ for here is a slip 
of parchment commending the bearer of this carcanet to the 
Duke, desiring him to accept it as a true token from one well 
known to him, and to give the bearer full credence in all that 
he should say on the part of those by whom ho is sent.’ 

‘By whom is the note signed, if I may make bold to ask?’ 
said Kilian. 

‘There is no name : the Duke must be supposed to collect 
that information from the gems, or perhaps the handwriting.’ 

‘ On neither of which he is likely to have a speedy oppor- 
tunity of exercising his ingenuity,’ said Kilian. 

De Hagenbach lookeci’at the diamonds, and smiled darkly. 
The scharfgerichter, encouraged by the familiarity into which 
he had in a manner forced himself, returned to his plea, and 
insisted on the nobility of the supposed merchant. Such a 
trust, and such a letter of unlimfted credence, could never, he 
contended, be entrusted to a man meanly born.* 

* See Louis XL’s Mmisters. Note 2, 
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* Thou art deceived, thou fool,’ said the knight : ‘ kings now 
use the lowest tools to do their dearest offices. Louis has set 
the example of putting his barber and the valets of his chamber 
to do the work formerly entrusted to dukes and peers; and 
other monarchs begin to think that it is better, in choosing 
their agents for important affairs, to judge rather by the 
quality of men’s brains than that of their blood. And as for 
the stately look and bold bearing which distinguish yonder 
fellow in the eyes of cravens like thee, it belongs to his country, 
not his rank. Thou think’st it is in England as in Flanders, 
where a city-bred burgher of Ghent, Liege, or Ypres is as dis- 
tinct an animal from a knight of Hainault as a Flanders 
waggon horse from a Spanish jennet. But thou art deceived. 
England has many a merchant as haughty of heart and as 
prompt of hand as any noble-bom son of her rich bosom. 
But be not dejected, thou foolish man ; do thy business well 
on this merchant, and we shall presently have on our hands 
the Landamman of Unterwalden, who, though a churl by his 
choice, is yet a nobleman by blood, and shall, by his well- 
deserved death, aid thee to get rid of the peasant slough which 
thou art so weary of.’ 

^ Were not your Excellency better adjourn these men’s fate, 
said Kilian, ‘ till you hear something of them from the Swiss 
prisoners whom we shall presently have in our power ? ’ 

‘ Be it as you will,’ said Hagenbach, waving his hand, as if 
putting aside some disagreeable task. ‘ But let all be finislied 
ere I hear of it again.’ 

The stern satellites bowed obedience, and the deadly con- 
clave broke up, their chief carefully securing the valuable 
gems, which he was willing to purchase at the expense of 
treachery to the sovereign in whose employment he liad en- 
listed himself, as well as the blood of two innocent men. Yet, 
with a weakness of mind not uncommon to great criminals, ho 
shrunk from the thoughts of his own baseness and cruelty, and 
endeavoured to banish the feeling of dishonour from his mind, 
by devolving the immediate execution of his villainy upon his 
subordinate agents. 



CHAPTER XV 

And this place our forefathers built for man ! 

Old Play. 

The dungeon in which the younger Philipson was immured 
was one of those gloomy caverns which cry shame on the in- 
humanity of our ancestors.* They seem to have been almost 
insensible to the distinction betwixt innocence and guilt, as the 
consequences of mere accusation must have been far more severe 
ill those days than is in our own that spedies of imprison- 
ment which is adjudged as an express punishment for crime. 

The cell of Arthur Philipson was of considerable length, but 
dark and narrow, and dug out of the solid rock upon which 
the tower was founded. A small lamp was allowed him, not, 
how^ever, without some grumbling, but his arms were still kept 
bound ; and when he asked for a draught of water, one of the 
grim satellites by whom he was thru8t*into this cell answered 
surlily, that he might endure his thirst for all the time his life 
was likely to last — a gloomy response, which augured that his 
privations would continue as long as his life, yet neither be of 
long duration. Hy the dim lamp he had groped his way to a 
])cnch, or rough sea-t, cut in the rock; and, as his eyes got 
gradually accustomed to the obscurity of the region in which he 
was immured, he became aware of a ghastly cleft in the floor of 
his dungeon, somewhat resembling the opening of a draw-well, 
but irregular in its aperture, and apparently the mouth of a 
gulf of nature’s conformation, slightly assisted by the labour of 
human art. , 

‘Here, then, is my death-bed,’ he said, ‘and that gulf per- 
haps the grave which yawns for my remains 1 Nay, I have 
heard of prisoners being plunged into such horrid abysses while 
they were yet alive, to die at leisure, crushed with wounds, 
their groans unheard, and their fate unpitied.’ 

See Gorman Dungeon. Note 3, 
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He approached his head to the dismal cavity, and heard, as 
at a great depth, the sound of a sullen, and, as it seemed, 
subterranean stream. The sunless waves appeared murmuring 
for their victim. Death is dreadful at all ages ; but in the 
first springtide of youth, with all the feelings of enjoyment 
afloat and eager for gratification, to be snatched forcibly from 
the banquet to which the individual has but just sat down is 
peculiarly appalling, even when the change comes in the ordin- 
ary course of nature. But to sit, like young Pliilipson, on 
the brink of the subterranean abyss, and ruminate in horrid 
doubt concerning the mode in which death was to be inflicted, 
was a situation which might break the spirit of the boldest ; 
and the unfortunate captive was wholly unable to suppress the 
natural tears that flowed from his eyes in torrents, and which 
his bound arms did not permit him to wipe away. We have 
already noticed that, although a gallant young man in aught 
of danger which was to be faced and overcome by active 
exertion, the yoi\th was strongly imaginative, and sensitive to 
a powerful extent tq all those exaggerations which, in a situa- 
tion of helpless uncertainty, fancy lends to distract the soul of 
him who must passively expect an approaching evil. 

Yet the feelings of Arthur Philipson were not selfish. They 
reverted to his father, whose just and noble character was as 
much formed to attract veneration as his unceasing paternal 
care and aflfection to excite love and gratitude. He, too, was 
in the hands of remorseless villains, who were determined to 
conceal robbery by secret murder ; he, too, undaunted in so 
many dangers, resolute in so many encounters, lay, bound and 
defenceless, exposed to the dagger of the meanest stab her, 
Arthur remembered, too, the giddy peak of tlie rock near 
Geierstein, and the grim vulture which claimed him as its prey. 
Here was no angel to burst through the mist, utkI marshal him 
on a path of safety ; here the darkness was subterraneaii and 
eternal, saving when the captive shmdd behold the knife of the 
ruffian flash against the lamp, which lent him light to aim thc’ 
fatal blow. This agony of mind lasted until the feelings of the 
unhappy prisoner arose to ecstaqy. He started u]>, and 
struggle so hard to free himself of his bonds, that it He<^iuod 
they should have fallen from him as fiT)m the anus of the 
mighty Nazarene [Nazarite]. But the cords were of too firm 
a texture ; and, after a violent and \mavailing struggle, in 
which the ligatures seemed to enter his flesh, the prisoner lost 
his balance, and, while the feeling thrilled through him that ho 
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was tumbling backward into the subterranean abyss, he fell 
to the ground with great force. 

Fortunately he escaped the danger which in his agony he 
apprehended, but so narrowly, that his head struck against the 
low and broken fence with which the mouth of the horrible pit 
was partly surrounded. Here he lay stunned and motionless, 
and, as the lamp was extinguished in his fall, immersed in 
absolute and total darkness. He was recalled to sensation by 
a jarring noise. 

‘ They come — they come, the murderers ! Oh, Lady of 
Mercy ! and oh, gracious Heaven, forgive my transgressions ! ' 

He looked up, and observed with dazzled eyes that a dark 
form approached him, with a knife in one hand and a torch in 
the other. He might well have seemed the man who was to 
do the last deed upon the unhappy prisoner, if he had come 
alone. But he came not alone : his torch gleamed upon the 
white dress of a female, which was so much illuminated by it, 
that Arthur could discover a form, and had oven a glimpse of 
features, never to be forgotten, though now seen under circum- 
stances least of all to bo expected. The prisoner’s unutterable 
astonishment impressed him with a degree of awe which over- 
came even his personal fear. ‘ Can these things be ? ’ was his 
muttered reflection — ‘ has she really the power of an elementary 
spirit? — has she conjured up this earthlike and dark demon to 
concur with her in my deliverance ? ’ ^ 

Tt appeared as if his guess were real ; for the figure in 
black, giving the light to Anne of Geierstein, or at least the 
form which bore her perfect resemblance, stooped over the 
prisoner, and cut the cord that bound his arms, with so much 
despatch that it seemed as if it fell from his person at a touch, 
Arthur’s first attempt to arise was unsuccessful, and a second 
time it was the hand of Anne of Geierstein — a living hand, 
sensible to touch as to sight — which aided to raise and to 
support him, as it had formerly done when the tormented 
waters of the river thundered at their feet. Her touch pro- 
duced an eficct far beyond that of the slight personal aid 
which the maiden’s strength could have rendered. Courage 
was restored to his heart, vigour and animation to his be- 
numbed and bruised limbs; such influence does the human 
mind, when excited to energy, possess over the infirmities of 
the human body. He was about to address Anne in accents of 
the deepest gratitude ; but the accents died away on his tongue 
wheii the mysterious female laying her finger on her lips, 

XXIII 12 
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made him a sign to be silent, and at th6 san^ie time beckoned 
him to follow her. He obeyed, in silent amazement. They 
passed the entrance of the melancholy dungeoto, and through 
one or two short but intricate ps^ssages, which, cut out of the 
rock in some places, and built in others with hewn stone of the 
same kind, probably led to holds similar to that in* which Arthur 
was so lately a captive. 

The recollection that his father might be immured in some 
such horrid cell as he himself had just quitted induced Arthur 
to pause as they reached the bottom of a small winding 
staircase, which conducted apparently from this region of the 
building. . 

‘Come,' he said, ‘ dearest Anne, lead me to his deliverance ! 
I must not leave my father.' 

She shook her head impatiently, and beckoned him on. 

‘ If your power extends not to save my father’s life, 1 will 
remain and save him or die ! Anne — dearest Anne ’ 

She answered^ not ; but her companion replied, in a deep 
voice, not unsuitable to his appearance, ‘ Speak, young man, to 
those who are permitted to answer you ; or rather be silent, 
and listen to my instructions, which direct to the only course 
which can bring thy father to freedom and safety.’ 

They ascended the stair, Anne of Geierstein going first; 
while Arthur, who followed close behind, could not help 
thinking that her form,, gave existence: to a part of the light 
which her garment reflected from the torch. This was prob- 
ably the effect of the superstitious belief impressed on his mind 
by Rudolph’s tale respecting her [grandjrnother, and which was 
confirmed by her sTidden appearance in a place and situation 
where she was so little to have been expected. He had not 
much time, however, to speculate upon her appearance or 
demeanour, for, mounting the stair with a lighter pace tluin ho 
was able at the time to follow closely, she was no longer to bo 
seen when he reached the landing-place. But whether she had 
melted into the air, or turned aside into some other passage, ho 
was not permitted a moment's leisure to examine. 

‘ Here lies your way/ sjiid his safcc guide ; and at the sann* 
time dashing out the light and seizing Philipson by the arm, 
he led him along a dark gallery of considerable length. The 
young man was not without ^ome momentary Uiisgivings, while 
he recollected the ominous looks of his conductor, and Hiat he 
was armed with a dagger, or knife, which ho could plunge of a 
sudden into his bosom. But ho could not bring himself to 
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^feii:»t0i|t;'"im4 in W$ Jb^ait he 
|w 4 p» tol* the fear whioh tod flashed across him); and fe^^ed 
himself to the guidance of his companion, who advanced with' 
hasty hut light footsteps, and cautioned him by a whisper to do 
the same, * 

‘ Our journey,^ he at length said, ‘ ends here.' ^ 

As he spoke, a door gave way and admitted them into a 
gloomy Gothic apartment, furnished with large oaken pressee^ 
apparently filled with books and manuscripts. As Arthur 
looked round, with eyes dazzled with the sudden gleam of day- 
light, from which he had been for some time excluded, the door 
by which they had entered disappeared. This, however, did npt 
greatly surprise him, who judged that, being formed in appear- 
ance to correspond with the presses around the entrance which 
they had used, it could not when shut be distinguished from 
them — a device sometimes then practised, as indeed it often is 
at the present day. He had now a full vieW of his deliverer, 
who, when seen by daylight, showed only the vestments and 
features of a clergyman, without any of that expression of 
supernatural horror which the partial light and the melancholy 
appearance of all in the dungeon had combined to impress on 
him. 

Young Philipsou once mo^'c breathed with freedom, as one 
awakened from a hideous dream ; and the supernatural qualities 
with which his imagination had invested Anne of Geierstein 
having begun to vanish, ho addressed his deliverer thus — 

‘ That I nTay testify rny thanks, holy father, where they are so 
especia:lly due, let me inquire of you if Anne of Geierstein ' 

‘ Speak of that which pertains to your house and family,' 
answered the priest, as briefly as before. ‘ Hast thou so soon 
forgot thy father’s danger ? ' 

‘ iiy Heavens, no ! ' replied the youth ; ‘ tell me but how to 
act for his deliverance, and thou shalt see how a son can fight 
for a parent ! ' 

‘It is well, for it is needful,’ said the priest. ‘Don thou 
tins vestment, and follow* me.’ 

The vestment presented was the gown and hood of a novice. 

‘Draw the cowl over thy face,’ said the priest, ‘and return 
no answer to any man who meqfs thee. I will say thou art 
under a vow. May Heaven forgive the unworthy tyrant who 
imposes on us the necessity of such profane dissimulation 1 
Follbw me close and near ; beware that you speak noti’ 
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The business of disguise was soon accomplished, and the 
priest of St. PauPs, for such he was, moving on, Arthur fol- 
lowed him a pace or two behind, assuming as well as he could 
the modest step and humble demeanour of a spiritual novice. 
On leaving the library, or study, and descending a short stair, 
he found himself in the street of Brisach. Irresistibly tempted 
to look back,, he had only time, however, to see that the house 
he had left was a very small building of a Gothic character, on 
the one side of which rose the church of St. Paul’s, and on the 
other the stern black gate-house, or entrance-tower. 

‘Follow me, Melchior,’ said the deep voice of the priest; 
and his keen eyes were at the same time fixed upon the sup- 
posed novice, with a look which instantly recalled Arthur to 
a sense of his situation. 

They passed along, nobody noticing them, unless to greet 
the priest with a silent obeisance, or muttered phrase of saluta- 
tion, until, having nearly gained the middle of the village, tlje 
guide turned abruptly off from the street, and, moving north- 
ward by a short lane, reached a flight of steps, which, as usual 
in fortified towns, led to the banquette, or walk behind the 
parapet, which was of the old Gothic fashion, flanked with 
towers from space to space, of diflerent forms and various 
heights at different angles. 

There were sentinels on the walls ; but the watch, as it 
seemed, was kept not by regular soldiers, but by burghers, with 
spears or swords in their hands. The first whom they passed 
said to the priest, in a half-whispered tone, ‘ Holds our purpose/r 

‘ It holds,’ replied the priest of St, Paul’s. ‘ Benedicitc I ’ 

^ Deo gratias / ^ replied the armed citizen, and continued liis 
walk upon the battlements. 

The other sentinels seemed to avoid them ; for they dis- 
appeared when they came near, or passed them without looking 
or seeming to observe them. At last their walk brought them 
to an ancient turret, which raised its head above the wall, and 
in which there was a small door opening from tlie battleanenl . 
It was in a corner, distinct from and uncommanded by any of 
the angles of the fortification. In a vv ell-guarded fortress, sucli 
a point ought to have had a sentinel for its special protca^tion, 
but no one was there upon dut/. 

‘Now mark me,’ said the priest, ‘for your father’s life, and, 
it may be, that of many a man besides, depends n])on your 
attention, and no less upon your despatch. You can run V you 
can leap ? ’ 



ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN 181 

* I feel no weariness, father, since you freed me,' answered 
Arthur ; ‘ and the dun deer that I have often chased shall not 
beat me in such a wager.' 

‘ Observe, then,' replied the black priest of St. Paul's, ‘'this 
turret contains a staircase, which descends to a small sally-port. 
I will give you entrance to it. The sally-port is barred on the 
inside, but not locked. It will give you access to the moat, 
which is almost entirely dry. Oji crossing it, you will find 
yourself in the circuit of the outer barriers. You may see 
sentinels, but they will not see you ; speak not to them, but 
make your way over the palisade as you can. I trust you can 
climb over an undefended rampart ? ' 

‘ I have surmounted a defended one,' said Arthur. ‘ What 
is my next charge ? All this is easy.' 

‘ You will see a species of thicket, or stretch of low bushes ; 
make for it with all speed. When you are there, turn to the 
eastward ; but beware, while holding that course, that you are 
not seen by the Burgundian Free Companions, who are on 
watch on that part of the walls. A volley of arrows, and the 
sally of a body of cavalry in pursuit, will be the consequence, 
if they get sight of you ; and their eyes are those of the eagle, 
that spy the carnage afar off.' 

‘ I will be heedful,’ said the young Englishman. 

‘You will find,’ continuet} the priest, ‘upon the outer side 
of the tliickct a patli, or rather a she^p-track, which, sweeping 
at some distance from the w^alls, will conduct you at last into 
the road holding from Brisach to Bale. Hasten forward to meet 
the Swis^f, who are advancing. Tell them your father's hours 
are comit(}(l, and that they must press on if they would save 
him ; and say t(^ Rudolph Donncrhugel, in especial, that the 
black ])riest of St. Baurs waits to besUnv upon him his blessing 
at th(i northern sally-port. Dost thou understand me ? ' 

‘ I'erfectly,' answered the young man. 

'riie priest of St. Paul's then pushed open the low-browed 
gate of the turret, and Arthur was about to precipitate himself 
down the stair which opened before him. 

‘Stay yet a m(3ment,'«^aid the priest, ‘and doff the novice's 
habit, which can only encumber thee.' 

Arthur in a trice threw it from him, and was again about to 
start. 

‘Stay yet a moment longer,^ continued the black priest. 

‘ This gown may be a tell-tale ; stay, therefore, and help me to 
pull off my upper garment.' 
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Inwardly glowing with impatience, Arthur yet saw the 
necessity of obeying his guide; and when he had pulled the 
long and loose upper vestment from the old man, he stood 
before him in a cassock of black serge, befitting his order 
and profession, but begirt, not With a suitable sash such as 
clergymen wear, but with a most uncanonical buff-belt, sup- 
porting a sho^’t two-edged sword, calculated alike to stab and 
to smite. 

‘ Give me now the novice’s habit,’ said the venerable father, 
* and over that I will put the priestly vestment. Since for the 
present I have some tokens of the laity about me, it is fitting 
it should be covered with a double portion of the clerical habit.’ 

As he spoke thus he smiled grimly ; and his smile had some- 
thing more frightful and withering than the stem frown, which 
suited better with his features, and was their usual expression. 

‘ And now,’ said he, ‘ what docs the fool tarry for, when life 
and death are in his speed ? ’ 

The young mei^senger waited not a second hint, but at once 
descended the stairs/ as if it had been by a single step, found 
the portal, as the priest had said, only secured by bars on the 
inside, offering little resistance save from their rusted state, 
which made it difficult to draw them. Arthur succeeded, 
however, and found himself at the side of the moat, which 
presented a green and marshy appearance. Without stopping 
to examine whether it was deep or shallow, and almost without 
being sensible of the tenacity of the morass, th() young English- 
man forced his way through it, and attained the opposite side, 
without attracting the attention of two worthy bftrghers of 
Brisach, who were the guardians of the barriers. ('Ine of them, 
indeed, was deeply employed in the perusal oF some profane 
chronicle or religious legend ; the other was as anxiously en- 
gaged in examining the margin of the moat, in search of cels, 
perhaps, or frogs, for he wore over his shoulder a scrip for 
securing some such amphibious booty. 

Seeing that, as the priest foretold, he lutd nothing to appre- 
hend from the vigilance of the sentinels, Arthur dashed at the 
palisade, in hope to catch hold of the» top of the stockade, and 
so to clear it by one boI4 leap. He overrated his jyowors of 
activity, however, or they were diminished by his recent bonds 
and imprisonment. He fell lightly backward on the ground, 
and, as he got to his feet, became aware of the presence of a 
soldier, in yellow and blue, the livery of De Hagenb^h, who 
came running towards him, crying to the slothful and un- 
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observant sentinels, ‘Alarm — alarm! you la 25 y swine! Stop 
the dog, or you are both dead men/ 

The fisherman, who was on the further side, laid down his eel- 
spear, drew his sword, and, flourishing it over his head, advanced 
towards Philipson with very moderate haste. The student was 
yet more unfortunate, for, in his hurry to fold up his book 
and attend to his duty, he contrived to throw, himself (inad- 
vertently, doubtless) full in the soldier^s way. The latter, who 
was running at top speed, encountered the burgher with a 
severe shock, which threw both down ; but the citizen, being a 
solid and substantial man, lay still where he fell, while the 
. other, less weighty, and probably less prepared for the collision, 
lost his balance and the command of his limbs at once, and, 
rolling over the edge of the moat, was immersed in the mud 
and marsh. The fisher and the student went with deliberate 
speed to assist the unexpected and unwelcome partner of their 
watch ; while Arthur, stimulated by the imminent sense of 
danger, sprung at the barrier with more address and vigQur 
than before, and, succeeding in his leap, jnade, as he had been 
direeted, with his utmost speed for the eovert of the adjacent 
bushes. He reached them without hearing any alarm from 
the walls. But he was conscious that his situation had become 
extremely precarious, since his escape from the town was known 
to one man, at least, who would not fail to give the alarm in 
case he was able to extricate himself from the marsh — a feat, 
however, in which it seeme<l to Arthur that the artned citizens 
were likely to prove rather his apparent than actual assistants. 
While suoli thoughts shot across his mind, they served to aug- 
ment his natural speed of foot, so that, in less space than could 
have been thought possible, he reached the thinner extremity 
of the thicket, whence, as intimated by the black priest, he 
could see the eastern tower and the adjoining battlements of 
the town — 

With hostile faces throng’d, and fiery arms. 

It required, at the same time, some address on the part of 
the fugitive to keep so j^auch under shelter as to prevent him- 
self from being seen in his turn by those whom he saw so 
plainly. Ho therefore expected every moment to hear a bugle 
wind, or to behold that bustle and commotion among the 
defenders which might progno^icate a sally. Neither, how- 
ever, took place, and heedfully observing the footpath, or track, 
which the priest had pointed out to him, young Philipson 
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wheeled his course out of sight of the guarded towers, and soon 
falling into the public and frequented road, by which his father 
and he had approached the town in the morning, he had the 
happiness, by the dust and flash of arms, to see a small body 
of armed men advancing towards Brisach, whom he justly con- 
cluded to be the van of the Swiss deputation. 

He soon met the party, which consisted of about ten men, 
with Rudolph Donnerhugel at their head. The figure of Philip- 
son, covered with mudf and in some places stained with blood, 
for his fall in the dungeon had cost him a slight wound, at- 
tracted the wonder of every one who crowded around to hear 
the news. Rudolph alone appeared unmoved. Like the visage 
on the ancient statues of Hercules, the physiognomy of the 
bulky Bernese was large and massive, having an air of indif- 
ferent and almost sullen composure, which did not change but 
in moments of the fiercest agitation. 

He listened without emotion to the breathless tale of 
Arthur Philipsonj that his father was in prison, and adjudged 
to death. 

‘ And what else did you expect T said the Bernese, coldly. 

‘ Were you not warned ? It had been easy to have foreseen 
the misfortune, but it may be impossible to prevent it.^ 

< I own — I own,’ said Arthur, wringing his hands, ‘ that you 
were wise, and that we were foolish. But oh ! do not think of 
our folly in the moment^ of our extremity. Be the gallant and 
generous champion which your cantons proclaim you : give us 
your aid in this deadly strait.’ 

‘But how, or in what manner?’ said Rudolph, still hesitat- 
ing. ‘ We have dismissed the Balese, who were willing to have 
given assistance, so much did your dutiful example weigh with 
us. We are now scarce above a score of men ; how can you 
ask us to attack a garrison town, secured by fortifications, and 
where there are six times our number ? ’ 

‘ You have friends within the fortifications,’ replied Arthur 
— ‘ I am sure you have. Hark in your ear. The black priest 
sent to you — to you, Rudolph Donnerhugel of Berne — that he 
waits to give you his blessing at the Northern sally-port.’ 

‘Ay, doubtless,’ said^ Rudolph, shaking himself free of 
Arthur’s attempt to engage him in private conference, and 
spiking so that all around might hear him, ‘ there is little 
doubt on’t : I will find a priest at the northern sally-port to 
confess and absolve me, and a block, axe, and headsman to 
strike my throat asunder when he has done. But I will scarce 
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put the neck of my father’s son into such risk. If they as- 
sassinate an English pedlar who has never offended them, what 
will they do with the Bear of Berne, whose fangs and talons 
Archibald de Hagenbach has felt ere now ? ’ 

Young Philipson at these words clasped his hands together, 
and held them up to Heaven, as one who abandons hope, except- 
ing from thence. The tears started to his eyes, and, clenching 
his hands and setting his teeth, he .turned his l^ck abruptly 
upon the Swiss. 

‘ What means this passion ? ’ said Rudolph. ‘ Whither would 
you now ? ’ 

‘ To rescue my father, or perish with him,’ said Arthur ; and 
was about to run. wildly , back to La Ferette, when a strong but 
kindly grasp detained him. 

‘ Tarry a little till I tic my garter,’ said Sigismund Bieder- 
man, ‘ and I will go with you. King Arthur.’ 

‘ You, oaf ? ’ exclaimed Rudoljph — ‘ you ? and without 
orders ? ’ 

‘Why, look you, cousin Rudolph,’ said# the youth, continu- 
ing, with great composure, to fasten his garter, which, after the 
fashion of the time, was somewhat intricately secured, ‘you 
are always telling us that we are Swiss and freemen ; and what 
is the advantage of being a freeman, if one is not at liberty to 
do what ho has a mind ? You are my hauptman, look you, so 
long as it pleases me and no longer,’ • 

‘ And why shouldst thou desert me now, thou fool ? Why 
at this minute, of all other minutes in the year ? ’ demanded 
the Bernest'. 

‘Look you,’ re])lied the insubordinate follower, ‘I have 
hunted with Arthur for this month past, and I love him : he 
never called me fool or idiot because my thoughts came slower, 
maybe, and something duller, than those of other folk. And I 
love his father : the old man gave me this baldrick and this 
horn, which I warrant cost many a kreutzer. He told me, too, 
not to be discouraged, for that it was better to think justly 
than to think fast, and that I had sense enough for the one if 
not for the other. And ihe kind old man is now in Hagen- 
baoh’s . butcher shambles ! But we will free him, Arthur, if 
two men may. Thou shalt see me fight while steel blade and 
ashen shaft will hold together.’ 

So saying, he shook in the air tis enormous partizan, which 
quivered in his grasp like a slip of willow. Indeed, if iniquity 
was to be struck down like an ox, there was not one in that 
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chosen band more likely to perform the feat thail Sigismund ; 
for, though somewhat shorter in stature than his brethren, and 
of a less animated spirit, yet his breadth of shoulders and 
strength of muscles w-ere enormous, and if thoroughly aroused 
and disposed for the contest, which was very rarely the case, 
perhaps Rudolph himself might, as far as sheer force went, 
have had difficulty in matching him. 

Truth of ‘‘sentiment and energy of expression always produce 
an effect on natural and generous characters. Several of the 
youths around began to exclaim that Sigismund said well ; that, 
if the old man had put himself in danger, it was because he 
thought more of the success of their negotiation than of his 
own safety, and had taken himself from under their protection 
rather than involve them in quarrels on his account. ‘We 
are the more bound,’ they said, ‘ to see him unscathed, and 
we will do so.’ 

‘ Peace ! all you wiseacres,’ said Rudolph, looking round with 
an air of superiority ; ‘ and you, Arthur of England, pass on to 
the Landamman, who is close behind ; you know ho is our 
chief commander, he is no less your father’s sincere friend, and, 
whatever he may determine in your father’s favour, you will 
find most ready executors of his pleasure in all of us.’ 

His companions appeared to concur in this advice, and young 
Philipson saw that his own compliance with the recommenda- 
tion was indispensable^ Indeed, although he still suspected 
that the Bernese, by his various intrigues, as well with the 
Swiss youth as with those of Bale, and, as might be inferred 
from the priest of St. Paul’s, by communication sven within 
the town of La Fcrette, possessed the greater power of assisting 
him at such a conjuncture, yet he trusted far more in the 
simple candour and perfect faith of Arnold Biedennan, and 
pressed forward to tell to him his mournful tale, and crave his 
assistance. 

From the top of a bank which he reached in a few minutes 
after he parted from Rudolph and the advanced guard, he saw 
beneath him the venerable Landamman and his associates, 
attended by a few of the youths, who no longer were dispersed 
upon the flanks of the party, but attended on them closely, 
and in military array, as men prepared to repel any sudden 
attack. 

Behind came a mule or tVo with baggage, together with the 
animals which, in the ordinary course of their march, support 
Anne of Geierstein and her attendant. Both were occupied by 
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female figures as usual, and, to the best of Arthur^s ken the 
foremost had the well-known dress of Anne, from the grey 
mantle to a small heron’s plume, which, since entering Germany, 
she had worn in compliance with the custom of the country,' 
and in evidence of her rank as a maiden of birth and distinc- 
tion, Yet, if the youth’s eyes brought him true tidings at 
present, what was the character of their former information, 
when, scarce more than half an hour since, they ha8 beheld, in 
the subterranean dungeon of Brisach, the same form which they 
now rested upon, in circumstances so very different! The 
feeling excited by this thought was powerful, but it was 
momentary, like the lightning which blazes through a midnight 
sky, which is but just seen ere it vanishes into darkness. Or 
rather, the wonder excited by this marvellous incident only 
maintained its ground in his thoughts by allying itself with 
the anxiety for his father’s safety, which was their predominant 
occupation. 

‘If there be indeed a sjjirit,’ he said, ‘wliich wears that 
beautiful form, it must be beneficent as ,jvell as lovely, and 
will extend to my far more deserving father the protection 
which his son has twice experienced.’ 

But ere he had time to prosecute such a thought farther, 
he had met the Ijandamman and his party. Here his appear- 
ance and his condition excited ,the same surprise as they had 
formerly occasioned to Rudolph and ^lic vanguard. To the 
repeated interrogatories of the Landamman, he gave a brief 
account of hi>s own imprisonment, and of his escape, of which 
he suffered the whole glory to rest with the black priest of St. 
Paul’s, without mentioning one word of the more interesting 
female apparition, by which he had been attended and assisted 
in his charitable task. On another point also Arthur was 
silent. He sfiw no propriety in communicating to Arnold 
Bioderman the message Avhich the priest had addressed to 
Rudolph’s ear alone. Whether good should come of it or no, 
he held sacred the obligation of silence imposed upon him by a 
man from whom he had just received the most important 
assistance. ♦ 

The Landamman was struck dumb for a moment with 
sorrow and surprise at the news which he heard. The elder 
Philipson had gained his respect, as well by the purity and 
steaditiess of the principles which he expressed as by the 
extent and depth of his information, which was peculiarly 
valuable and interesting to the Switzer, who felt his admirable 
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judgment considerably fettered for want of that knowledge of 
countries, times, and manners with which his English friend 
often supplied him. 

‘Let us press forward,’ he said to the banneret of Berne 
and the other deputies; ‘lot Us offer our mediation betwixt 
the tyrant De Hagenbach and our friend, whose life is in 
danger. He must listen to us, for I know his master expects 
to see this ' Philipson at his court. The old man hinted to me 
so much. As we are possessed of such a secret, Archibald de 
Hagenbach will not dare to brave our vengeance, since we 
might easily send to Duke Charles information how the 
governor of La Ferette abuses his power, in matters where 
not only the Swiss, but where the Duke himself is concerned.’ 

‘ Under your reverend favour, my worthy sir,’ answered the 
banneret of Berne, ‘ we are Swiss deputies, and go to represent 
the injuries of Switzerland alone. If we embroil ourselves 
with the quarrels of strangers, we shall find it more difficult to 
settle advantageously those of our own country; and if the 
Duke should, by this villainy done upon English merchants, 
bring upon him the resentment of the English monarch, such 
breach will only render it more a matter of peremptory 
necessity for him to make a treaty advaiiUigeous to the Swiss 
cantons.’ 

There was so much worldly policy in this advice, that Adam 
Zimmerman of Soleur^ instantly expressed his assent, with the 
additional argument, that their brother Bicdcrman had told 
them scarce two hours before how these English merchants 
had, by his advice and their own free desire, parted company 
with them that morning, on purpose that they might not 
involve the deputies in the quarrels which might be raised by 
the governor’s exactions on his merchandise. 

‘ Now what advantage,’ he said, ‘ shall we derive from this 
same parting of company, supposing, as my brother seems to 
urge, we are still to consider this Englishman’s interest as if 
he were our fellow-traveller, and under our especial protection ? ’ 

This personal reasoning pinched the Laiidamman somewhat 
closely, for he had but a short wlMe before descanted on the 
generosity of the elder, Philipson, who had freely exposed 
himself to danger rather than that he should embarrass their 
negotiation by remaining one of their company ; and it com- 
pletely shook the fealty of the white-bearded Nicholas Bon*- 
stetten, whose eyes wandered from the face of Zimmerman, 
which expressed triumphant confidence in his argument, to 
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that of his friend the Landamman, which was rather more 
embarrassed than usual. 

‘ Brethren/ said Arnold at length with firmness and anima- 
tion, ‘ I erred in priding myself upon the worldly policy which 
I taught to you this morning. This man is not of our country, 
doubtless, but he is of our blood — a copy of the common 
Creator's image — and the more worthy of being called so, as he 
is a man of integrity and worth. We might not, without 
grievous sin, pass such .a person, being in danger, without 
affording him relief, even if he lay accidentally by the side of 
our path ; much less should we abandon him if the danger 
has been incurred in our own cause, and that we might escape 
the net in which he is himself caught. Be not, therefore, 
downcast. We do God’s will in succouring an oppressed man. 
If we succeed by mild means, as I trust we shall, we do a good 
action at a cheap rate ; if not, God can assert the cause of 
humanity by the hands of few as well as of many.’ 

‘If such is your opinion,’ said the bannerman of Berne, 
‘not a man here will shrink from you. For me, I pleaded 
against my own inclinations when I advised you to avoid a 
breach with the Burgundian. But as a soldier, I must needs 
say, I would rather fight the garrison, were they double the 
number they tiilk of, in a fair field, than undertake to storm 
their defences.’ 

‘Nay,’ said the Landamman, ‘I sincerely hope we shall 
both enter and depart from the town of Brisach without 
deviating from the pacific character with which our mission 
from the Diet invests us.’ 



CHAPTER XVI 

For Somerset, off with his guilty head ! 

Henry VL Part III. 

The governor of La Ferette stood on the battlements of the 
eastern entrance-tower of his fortress, and looked out on the 
road to Bide, when first the vanguard of the Swiss mission, 
then the centre and rear, appeared in the distance. At the 
same moment the van halting, the main body closed with it, 
while the females and baggage, and mules in the rear, moved 
in their, turn up to the main body, and the whole were united 
in one group. 

A messenger then stepped forth, and winded one of those 
tremendous horns, the spoils of the wild bulls, so numerous in 
the canton of Uri that they are supposed to have given rise 
to its name. 

‘ They demand admittance,' said the esquire. 

‘ They shall have it,' answered Sir Archibald de Hagenbach. 
‘ Marry, how they may pass out again is another and a deeper 
question.' 

‘Think yet a moment, noble sir,' continued the esquire. 
‘ Bethink you, these Switzers are very fiends in fight, and have, 
besides, no booty to repay the conquest — some paltry chains 
of good copper, perchance, or adulterated silver. You have 
knocked out the marrow ; do not damage your teeth by trying 
to grind the bone.' 

‘ Thou art a fool, Kilian,' answered De Hagenbach, ‘ and it 
may be a coward besides. The approach of some score, or at 
most some score and a half, of Swiss partizans makes thee 
draw in thy horns like ^a snail at a child's finger. Mine are 
strong and inflexible as those of the urm^ of whom they talk 
so much, and on which tl^y blow so boldly. Keep in mind, 
thou timid creature, that if the Swiss deputies^ as they presume 
to call themselves, are permitted to pass free, they carry to the 
Duke stories of merchants bound to his court, and fraught |irith 
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precious commodities, specially addressed to his Grace. Charles 
has then at once to endure the presence of the ambassadors, 
whom he contemns and hates, and learns by them that the 
governor of La Ferette, permitting such to pass, has never- 
theless presumed to stop those whom he would full gladly 
see j for what prince would not blythely welcome such a casket 
as that which we have taken from yonder strolUng English 
pedlar ? ’ 

‘ I see not how the assault on these ambassadors will mend 
yoiir Excellency’s plea for despoiling the Englishmen,’ said 
Kilian. 

‘Because thou art a blind mole, Kilian,’ answered his chief. 
‘ If Burgundy hears of a ruffle between my garrison and the 
mountain churls, whom he scorns, and yet hates, it will drown 
all notice of the two pedlars who have perished in the fray. If 
after-inquiry should come, an hour’s ride transports me with 
my confidants into the Imperial dominions, where, though the 
Emperor be a spiritless fool, the rich prize I have found on 
these islanders will ensure me a good reception.’ 

‘ I will stick by your Excellency to the last,’ returned the 
esquire ; ‘ and you shall yourself witness that, if a fool, I am at 
least no coward.’ 

‘I never thought thee such when it came to hand-blows,’ 
said De Hagenbach ; ‘ but in policy thou art timid and irreso- 
lute. Hand me, mine armour, Kilian, and beware thou brace it 
well. The Swiss pikes and swords are no wasp stings.’ 

‘ May your Excellency wear it with honour and profit,’ said 
Kilian ; and, according to the duty of his office, he buckled 
upon his principal the complete panoply of a knight of the 
Empire. ‘Your purpose of assaulting the Swiss then holds 
firm,’ said Kilian. ‘But what pretext will your Excellency 
assign ? ’ 

‘Let me alone,’ said Archibald de Hagenbach, ‘to take 
one or to make one. Do you only have Schonfeldt and the 
soldiers on their stations. And remember the words are — 
“ Burgundy to the rescue.” ^ When these words are first spoken, 
lot the soldiers show themi^olves ; when repeated, let them fall 
on. And now that 1 am accoutred, away to the churls and 
admit them.’ 

Kilian bowed and withdrew. « 

The bugle of the Switzers had repeatedly emitted its angry 
ro£Wr, ejLasperated by the delay of nearly half an hour, without 
An answer from the guarded gate of Brisaoh ; and every blast 
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declared, by the prolonged echoes which it awakened, the 
increased impatience of those who summoned the town. At 
length the portcullis arose, the gate opened, the drawbridge 
fell, and Kilian, in the equipage. of a man-at-arms arrayed for 
fight, rode forth on an ambling palfrey. 

‘ What bold men are ye, sirs, who are here in arms before 
the fortress^ of Brisach, appertaining in right and seignory 
to the thrice noble Duke of Burgundy and Lorraine, and 
garrisoned for his cause and interest by the excellent Sir 
Archibald, Lord of Hagenbach, knight of the Most Holy Roman 
Empire ? ’ 

* So please you, sir esquire,’ said the Landamman, ‘ for such 
I conjecture you to be by the feather in your bonnet, we are 
here with no hostile intentions, though armed, as you see, to 
defend us in a perilous journey, where we are something unsafe 
by day, and cannot always repose by night in places of security. 
But our arms, have no offensive purpose ; if they had such, our 
numbers had not been so few as you see them.’ 

‘ What, then, is your character and purpose ? ’ said Kilian, 
who had learned to use, in his master’s absence, the lordly and 
insolent tone of the governor himself. 

*We are delegates,’ answered the Landamman, in a calm 
and even tone of voice, without appearing to take offence at, or 
to observe, the insolent demeanour of the esquire, ‘from thfe 
Free and Confederated Cantons of the Swiss states and pro- 
vinces, and from the good town of Solcurc, who are accredited 
from our Diet of Legislature to travel to the presence of his 
Grace the Duke of Burgundy, on an errand of high importance 
to both countries, and with the hope of establishing Avith your 
master’s, lord — I mean with the noble Duke of Burgundy — a 
sure and steadfast peace, upon such terms as shall be to the 
mutual honour and advantage of both countries, and to avert 
disputes and the effusion of Christian blood, which may other- 
wise be shed for want of timely and good understanding.’ 

‘Show me your letters of credence,’ said the esquire. 

‘Under your forgiveness, sir esquire,’ replied the Land- 
amman, ‘ it will be time enough to’ exhibit these when wc are 
admitted to the presened of your master the governor.’ . 

‘ That is as much as to say, wilful will to it. It is well, my 
masters ; and yet you may take this advice from Kilian of 
Kersberg: It is sometimes better to reel babkwards than to 
run forwards. My master, and my master’s master, are more 
ticklish persons than the dealers of Bale, to whom you sell your 
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cheeses. Home, honest men — home ! your way lies before you, 
and you are fairly warned.' 

*We thank thee for thy counsel,' said the Landammaii, 
interrupting the banneret of Berne, who had commenced an 
angry reply, ‘supposing it kindly meant; if not, an uncivil 
jest is like an overcharged gun, which recoils on the cannoneer. 
Our road lies onward through Brisach, and onward# we propose 
to go, and take such hap as that which we may find before us.' 

‘ Go onward then, in * the devil's name,' said the squire, who 
had entertained some hope of deterring them from pursuing 
their journey, but found himself effectually foiled. 

The Switzers entered the town, and, stopped by the barri- 
cade of cars which the governor had formed across the street, 
at about twenty yards from the gate, they drew themselves up 
in military order, with their little body formed into three lines, 
the two females and the fathers of the deputation being in the 
centre. The little phalanx presented a doulje front, one to 
each side of the street, while the centre line faced so as to move 
forward, and only waited for the removal df the barricade in 
order to do so. But while they stood thus inactive, a knight 
in complete armour appeared from a side door of the great 
tower, under the arch of which they had entered into the town. 
His visor was raised, and he walked along the front of the little 
line formed by the Swiss with a*stem and frowning aspect. 

‘Who .are you,' he said, ‘who have tJlius far intruded your- 
selves in arms into a Burgundian garrison ? ' 

‘With your Excellency's leave,' said the Landamman, ‘we 
are men who* come on a peaceful errand, though we carry arms 
for our own defence. Deputies we are from the towns of Berne 
and Soleure, the cantons of Uri, Schwytz, and Unterwalden, 
come to adjust matters of importance with the gracious Duke 
of Burgundy and Lorraine.' 

‘What towns, what cantons?' said the governor of La 
Ferette. ‘ I have heard no such names among the Free Cities 
of Gemany. Berne, truly ! when became Berne a free state ? ' 

‘Since the twenty-first d^ of June,' said Arnold Biederman, 
‘in tshe year of grace one tnousand three hundred and thirty- 
on ‘which day the battle of Laupen was fought.' 

vain old man,' said the knight ; ‘ thinkest thou that 
idle boasts can avail thee herck? We have beard, indeed, 
insurgent villages and communities among the Alp% 
t|key rebelled against the Emperor, and, by the ad- 
(rf fastnesses, ambuscades, and lurking-places, how they 

13 



194 


WAVERLEY NOVELS 


haye murdered some knights and gentlemen sent against them 
by the Duke of Austria ; but we little thought that such paltry 
townships and insignificant bands of mutineers had the in- 
solence to term themselves free states, and propose to enter 
into negotiation as such with a mighty prince like Charles of 
Burgundy.^ 

‘May it please your Excellency,’ replied the Landamman, 
with perfect temper, ‘your own laws of chivalry declare that, 
if the stronger wrong the weaker, or the noble does injury to 
the less gentle, the very act levels distinctions between thepi, 
and the doer of an injury becomes bound to give condign satis- 
faction, of such kind as the wronged party shall demand.’ 

‘ Hence to thy hills, churl ! ’ exclaimed the haughty knight ; 
‘ there comb thy beard and roast thy chestnuts. What ! be- 
cause a few rats and mice find retreat among the walls and 
wainscoting of our dwelling-houses, shall we therefore allow 
them to intrude their disgusting presence, and their airs of 
freedom and independence, into our personal presence ? No, we 
will rather crush them beneath the heel of our ironshod boots.’ 

‘We are not men to be trodden on,’ said Arnold Biederman, 
calmly ; ‘ those who have attempted it have found us stumbling- 
blocks. Lay, sir knight — lay aside for an instant this haughty 
language, which can only lead to warfare, and listen to the 
words of peace. Dismiss our comrade, the English merchant 
Philipson, on whom you have this morning laid unlawful hands ; 
let him pay a moderate sum for his ransom, and we, who are 
bound instantly to the Duke’s presence, will bear a fair report 
to him of his governor of La Ferette.’ 

‘ You will be so generous, will you ! ’ said Sir Archibald, in 
a tone of ridicule. ‘ And what pledge shall I have that you 
will favour me so kindly as you propose ? ’ 

‘ The word of a man who never broke his promise,’ answered 
the stoical Landamman. 

‘ Insolent hind ! ’ replied the knight, ‘ dost thou stipulate 1 
Thou offer thy paltry word as a pledge betwixt the Duke of 
Burgundy and Archibald de Hagenbach? Know that ye go 
not to Burgundy at all, or you go ‘‘thither with fetters on your 
bands and halters round your necks. So ho, Burgundy tp the 
rescue!’ 

Inbtantly, as he spoke, the soldiers showed themselves before, 
behind, and around the narrow space where the Swiss had 
themselves up. The battlements of the town were lined with 
men ; others presented themselves at the doors of each'houj^Jiii 
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tho street, prepared to sally, and, at the windows, prepared to 
shoot, as well with guns as with bows and cross-bows. The 
soldiers who defended the barricade also started up, and seencied 
ready to dispute the passage in front. The little band, encom- 
passed and overmatched, but neither startled nor disheartened, 
stood to their arms. The centre rank under the Landamman 
prepared to force their way over the barricade. The two fronts 
stood back to back, ready to dispute the street with those that 
should issue from the houses. It could not fail to prove a work 
of no small blood and toil to subdue this handful of determined 
*men, even with five times their number. Some sense of this, 
perhaps, made Sir Archibald delay giving the signal for onset, 
when suddenly behind arose a cry of ‘ Treason — treason ! ’ 

A soldier, covered with mud, rushed before the governor, 
and said, in hurried accents, that, as he endeavoured to stop 
a prisoner who had made his escape some short time since, 
he had been seized by the burghers of the town, and wellnigh 
drowned in the moat. He added, that the citizens were even 
now admitting the enemy into the place. , 

‘Kilian,’ said the knight, ‘take two score of men; hasten to 
the northern sally-port; stab, cut down, or throw from the 
battlements whomsoever you meet in arms, townsmen or 
strangers. Leave me to settle with these peasants by fair 
means or foul.’ 

But ere Kilian could obey his master’s commands a shout 
arose ifi the rear, where they cried, ‘ Mle — B^le ! Freedom — 
freedom ! The day is our own 1 ’ 

Onward carne the youth of Bale, who had not been at such 
a distance but that Rudolph had contrived to recall them ; 
onward came many Swiss who had hovered around the embassy, 
holding themselves in readiness for such a piece of service ; 
and onward came the armed citizens of La Ferette, who, com- 
pelled to take arms and mount guard by the tyranny of De 
Hagenbach, had availed themselves of the opportunity to admit 
the B41ese at the sally-port through which Philipson had lately 
made his escape. 

The garrison, somewhatrdiscouraged before by the firm aspect 
of the Swiss, who had held their numbers at defiance, were 
totally disconcerted by this new and unexpected insurrection, 
Mmt of them prepared rather to fly than to fight, and they 
tiitew themselves in numbers fronf the walls, as the best chance 
of escaping. Kilian and some others, whom pride prevented 
'flying, and despair fro'm asking quarter, fought with fury, 
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and were killed on the spot. In the midst of this confusion 
the Landamman kept his own bands unmoved, permitting 
them to take no share in the action, save to repel such violence 
as was oiFered to them. 

‘ Stand fast all ! ’ sounded the deep voice of Arnold Bieder* 
man along their little body. ‘ Where is Rudolph ? Save lives, 
but take none. Why, how now, Arthur Philipson ! stand fast, 
I say.* 

‘ I cannot stand fast,* said Arthur, who was in the act of 
leaving the ranks. ‘ I must seek my father in the dungeons 
they may be slaying him in this confusion while I stand idle 
here.’ 

‘ By Our Lady of Einsiedlen, you say well,* answered the 
Landamman ; * that I should have forgot my noble guest ! I 
will help thee to search for him, Arthur — the affray seems 
wellnigh ended. Ho, there, sir banneret, worthy Adam Zimmer- 
man, my good friend Nicholas Bonstetten, keep our men 
standing firm. Have nothing to do with this affray, but leave 
the men of Bale to answer their own deeds. I return in a few 
minutes.* 

So saying, he hurried after Arthur Philipson, whoso recollec- 
tion conducted him, with sufficient accuracy, to the head of the 
dungeon stairs. There they met an ill-looking man clad in a 
buff jerkin, who bore at his girdle a bunch of rusted keys, 
which intimated the nature of his calling. 

‘Show me the prison of the English merchant,* said Arthur 
Philipson, ‘or thou diest by my hand.* 

‘Which of them desire you to see,* answered the official — 

‘ the old man or the young one ? * 

‘The old,* said young Philipson. ‘His son has escaj^ed 
thee.* 

‘ Enter here, then, gentlemen,’ said the jailer, undoing the 
spring-bolt of a heavy door. 

At the upper end of the apartment lay the man they came 
to seek for, who was instantly raised from the ground and 
loaded with their embraces. 

‘ My dear father ! ’ ‘ My worthy*^ guest ! * said his son and 

friend at the same moment, ‘ how fares it with you 1 * 

‘Well,* answered the elder Philipson, ‘if you, my friend 
and son, come, as I judge from your arms and countenance, as 
conquerors, and at liberty; ill, if you come to share my.prisom 
house.’ 

‘Have no fear of that,* said the Landamman; ‘we have 
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been in danger, but are remarkably delivered. Your evil lair 
has benumbed you. Lean on me, my noble guest, and let me 
assist you to better quarters.’ 

Here he was interrupted by a heavy clash, as it seemed, of 
iron, and differing from the distant roar of the popular tumult, 
which they still heard from the open street, as men hear the 
deep voice of a remote and tempestuous ocean. , 

‘ By St. Peter of the Fetters ! ’ said Arthur, who instantly 
discovered the cause of the sound, ‘ the jailer has cast the door 
^to the staple, or it has escaped his grasp. The spring-lock has 
.closed upon us, and we cannot be liberated saving from the 
outside. Ho, jailer dog 1 villain ! open the door, or thou diest.* 
‘He is probably out of hearing of your threats,’ said the 
elder Philipson, ‘and your cries avail you nothing. But are 
you sure the Swiss are in possession of the town ? ^ 

‘ We are peaceful occupants of it,’ answered the Landamman, 
‘though without a blow given on our side.’ , 

‘ Why, then,’ said the Englishman, ‘ your followers will soon 
find you out. Arthur and I are paltry ciphers, and our absence 
might easily pass over unobserved ; but you are too important 
a figure not to be missed and looked after, when the sum of 
your number is taken.’ 

‘ I well hope it will prove so,’ said the Landamman, ‘ though 
methinks I show but scurvily,* shut up here like a cat in a cup- 
board when he has been stealing crt%m. Arthur, my brave 
boy, dost thou see no means of shooting back the bolt ? ’ 

Arthur, who had been minutely examining the lock, replied 
ill the negative ; and added, that they must take patience per- 
force, and arm themselves to wait calmly their deliverance, 
which they could do nothing to accelerate. 

Arnold Bicderman, however, felt somewhat severely the 
neglect of his sons and companions. 

‘ All my youths, uncertain whether I am alive or dead, are 
taking the opportunity of my absence, doubtless, for pillage 
and license ; and the politic Rudolph, I presume, cares not if I 
should never reappear oj;i the stage ; the banneret and the 
white-bearded fool Bonst^ten, who calls me his friend — every 
neighbour has deserted me ; and yet they know that I . am 
auisious for the safety of the most insignificant of them all, as 
to me than my own. By Heavens ! it looks like strata- 
; and shows as if the rash young men desired to get rid 
zqf Wle too regular and peaceful to be pleasing to those who 
eager for war and conquest.’ 



198 


WAVERLEY NOVELS 


The Landamman, fretted out of his usual serenity of 
temper, and afraid of the misbehaviour of his countrymen in 
his absence, thus reflected upon his friends apd companions, 
while the distant noise soon died away into the most absolute 
and total silence. 

‘ What is to do now ? ’ said Arthur Philipson. ‘ I trust they 
will take the ‘Opportunity of quiet to go through the roll-call, 
and inquire then who are amissing.* 

It seemed as if the young man’s wish had some efficacy, for 
he had scarce uttered it before the lock was turned, and the 
door set ajar by some one who escaped upstairs from behind 
it before those who were set at liberty could obtain a glance 
of their deliverer. 

‘ It is the jailer, doubtless,’ said the Landamman, ‘ who may 
be apprehensive, as he has some reason, that we might prove 
more incensed at our detention in the dungeon than grateful 
for our deliverance.’ 

As they spoke thus, they ascended the narrow stairs, and 
issued from the door of the gate -house tower, where a 
singular spectacle awaited them. The Swiss deputies and 
their escort still remained standing fast and firm on the very 
spot where Hagenbach had proposed to assail them. A few 
of the late governor’s soldiers, disarmed, and cowering from 
the rage of a multitude of the citizens, who now filled the 
streets, stood with downcast looks behind the phalanx of the 
mountaineers, as their safest place of retreat. But this was 
not all. ,, 

The cars, so lately placed to obstruct the passage of the 
street, were now joined together, and served to support a plat- 
form, or scaffold, which had been hastily constructed of jjlanks. 
On this was placed a chair, in which sat a tidl man, with his 
head, neck, and shoulders bare, the rest of his body clothed in 
bright armour. His countenance was as pale as death, yet 
young Philipson recognised the hard-hearted governor, Sir 
Archibald de Hagenbach. He appeared to be bound to the 
chair. On his right, and close besidlp him, stood the priest of 
St. Paul’s, muttering prp.yers, with his breviary in his hand ; 
while on his left, and somewhat behind the captive, appeiared a 
tall man, attired in red, and leaning with both hands on the 
naked sword which has beeit described on a former occasion. 
The instant that Arnold Biederman appeared, and before the 
Landftmman could open his lips to demand the meaning of 
what saw, the priest drew back, the executioner stepped 
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forward, the sword w'as brandished, the blow was struck, and 
the victim’s head rolled on the scaffold. A general acclama- 
tion and clapping of hands, like that by which a crowded 
theatre approves of some well-graced performer, followed this 
feat of dexterity. While the headless corpse shot streams from 
the arteries, which were drunk up by the sawdust that strewed 
the scaffold, the executioner gracefully presented himself 
alternately at the four comers of the stage, modestly bowing, 
as the multitude greeted him with cheers of approbation. 

‘Nobles, knights, gentlemen of free-bom blood, and good 
citizens,’ he said, ‘who have assisted at this act of high justice, 
I pray you to bear me witness that this judgment hath been 
executed after the form of the sentence, at one blow, and with- 
out stroke missed or repeated.’ 

The acclamations were reiterated : ‘ Long live our scharf- 
gerichter Steinernherz, and many a tyrant may he do his duty 
on ! ’ 

‘Noble friends,’ said the executioner, ^ith the deepest 
obeisance, ‘ I have yet another word to say, and it must be a 
proud one, God be gracious to the soul of this good and noble 
knight, Sir Archibald de Hagenbach. He was the patron of my 
youth, and my guide to the path of honour. Eight steps have 
I made towards freedom and nobility on the heads of freeborn 
knights and nobles who have fallen by his authority and com- 
mand ] . and the ninth, by which I have attained it, is upon his 
own, in grateful memory of which I will expend this purse of 
gold, which but an hour since he bestowed on me, in mstsses for 
his soul. •Gentlemen, noble friends, and now my equals. La 
Ferette has lost a nobleman and gained one. Our Lady be 
gracious to the departed knight. Sir Archibald de Hagenbach, 
and bless and prosper the progress of Stephen [Francis] 
Steinernherz von Blutacker, now free and noble of right ! ’ * 

With that he took the feather out of the cap of the deceased, 
which, soiled with the blood of the wearer, lay near his body 
upon the scaffold, and, putting it into his own official bonnet, 
received the homage of the crowd in loud huzzas, which 
were partly in earnest, partly in ridicule of such an unusual 
ti^khsformation. 

Arnold Biederman at length found breath, which the ex- 
i^mit^ of surprise had at first denied him. Indeed, the whole 
execution had passed much too rapidly for the possibility of his 
ijuiierfcrence. 

, * Seo Public Executioner, Note 4. 
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* Who has dared to act this tragedy T he said indignantly ; 
• ^.nd by 'what right has it taken place ? ^ . 

A cavalier, richly dressed in blue, replied to the questipn-^ 
‘The free citizens of B41e have acted for themselves, as 'the 
fathers of Swiss liberty set them an example ; and the tyrant, 
De Hagenbach, has fallen by the same right which put to 
death the tyrant Geysler. We bore with him till his cup was 
brimming over, and then we bore no longer/ 

‘I say not but that he deserved death, ^ replied the Land- 
amman; ‘but, for your own sake and for ours, you should 
have forborne him till the Duke’s pleasure was known/ 

‘ What tell you us of the Duke ? ’ answered Laurenz Neip- 
perg, the same blue cavalier whom Arthur had seen at the 
secret rendezvous of the BMese youth, in company with 
Rudolph. ‘ Why talk you of Burgundy to us, who are none of 
his subjects? The Emperor, our only rightful lord, had na 
title to pawn the town and fortifications of La Ferette, being 
as it is a dependency of Bale, to the prejudice of our free city. 
He might have pM^ed the revenue indeed ; and supposing 
him to have done so, the debt has been paid twice over by 
the exactions levied by yonder oppressor, who has now received 
his due. But pass on, Landamman of Unterwalden. If our 
actions displease you, abjure them at the footstool of the Duke 
of Burgundy ; but, in doing so, abjure the memory of William 
Tell and Stauflfacher, of Furst and Melchthal, the fathers of 
Swiss freedom.’ 

‘ You speak truth,’ said the Landamman ; ‘ but it is in an 
ill-chosen and unhappy time. Patience would have remedied 
your evils, which none felt more deeply, or would have re- 
dressed more willingly, than 1. But 0, imprudent young 
man, you have thrown aside the modesty of your age and the 
subjection you ow'e to your elders. William Tell and his 
brethren were men of years and judgment, husbands and 
fathers, having a right to be heard in council and to be fore- 
most in action. Enough — I leave it wdth the fathers and 
senators of your own city to acknowledge or to reprove your 
actions. But you, my friends — ^you, banneret of Berne — you, 
Rudolph — above all, you, Nicholas Bonstetten, my comrade 
and my friend, why did you not take this miserable man under 
your protection? The action would have shown Burgundy 
that we, were slandered by those who have declared us desirous 
of seeking a quarrel with him, or of inciting- his subjects to 
revolt. Now, all these prejudices will be confirmed in th^ 
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itoinds of men naturally more tenacious of evil impressions 
than of those which are favourable/ 

‘As I live by bread, good gossip and neighbour,' answered 
Nicholas Bonstetten, ‘ I thought to obey your injunctions to a 
tittle; so much so, that I once thought of breaking in and 
protecting the -man, when Rudolph Donnerhugel reminded me 
that your last orders were to stand firm, and let the men of 
Mle answer for their own actions ; “ and surely," said I to 
myself, “ my gossip Arnold knows better than all of us what is 
fitting to be done." ' - . 

*Ah, Rudolph — Rudolph,' said the Landamman, looking on 
him with a displeased countenance, ‘wert thou not ashamed 
thus to deceive an old man ? ' 

‘ To say I deceived him is a hard charge ; but from you, 
Landamman,' answered the Bernese, with his usual deference, 
/ 1 can bear anything. I will only say that, being a member 
of this embassy, I am obliged to think and to give my opinion 
as such, especially when he is not present wh'o is wise enough 
to lead and direct us all.' • 

‘Thy words are always fair, Rudolph,' replied Arnold 
Biederman, ‘and I trust so is thy meaning. Yet there are 
times when I somewhat doubt it. But let disputes pass, and 
let me have your advice, my friends ; and for that purpose go 
wo where it may best profit us, even to the church, where we 
will first return our thanks for our deliverance from assassina- 
tion, and then hold counsel what next is to be done/ 

The Landamman led the way, accordingly, to the church 
of St. Paulas, while his companions and associates followed iri 
their order. This gave Rudolph, who, as youngest, suffered 
the others to precede him, an opportunity to beckon to him 
the Landamman's eldest son, Rudiger, and whisper to him to 
get rid of the two English merchants. 

‘Away with them, my dear Rudiger, by fair means if pos- 
sible ; but away with them directly. Thy father is besotted 
with these two English pedlars, and will listen to no other 
cpuinsel ; and thou and I know, dearest Rudiger, that such men 
as these are unfit to give iaws to freeborn Switzers, Get the 
trumpery they have been robbed of, or as much of it as is 
extant, together as fast as thou canst, and send them a-travelling 
in Heaven's name.' 

Rudiger nodded intelligently, atid went to offer his services 
to. expedite the departure of the elder Philipson. He found 
taagacious merchant as desirous to escape from the scene 



20a W AVERLBy NOVELS 

of confusion now presented in the town as the young Swiss 
could be to urge his departure. He only waited to recover the 
casket of which De Hagenbach had possessed himself, and 
Rudiger Biederman set on foot a strict search after it, which 
was the more likely to be successful, that the simplicity of the 
Swiss prevented them from setting the true value upon its 
contents. A strict and hasty search was immediately insti- 
tuted, both on the person of the dead De Hagenbach, on which 
the precious packet was not to be found, and on all who had 
approached him at his execution, or were supposed to enjoy his 
confidence. 

Young Arthur Philipson would gladly have availed himself 
of a few moments to bid farewell to Anne of Geierstein. But 
the grey wimple was no longer seen in the ranks of the 
Switzers, and it was reasonable to think that, in the confusion 
which followed the execution of De Hagenbach, and the retreat 
of the leaders of the little battalion, she had made her escape 
into some of the adjacent houses, while the soldiers around her, 
no longer restrained by the presence of their chiefs, had dis- 
persed, some to search for the goods of which the Englishmen 
had been despoiled, others doubtless to mingle with and join 
in the rejoicings of the victorious youths of B41e, and of those 
burghers of La Ferette by whom the fortifications of the town 
had been so gently surrendered. 

The cry amongst th^m was universal, that Brisach, so long 
considered as the curb of the Swiss confederates, and the barrier 
against' their commerce, should henceforth be garrisoned as 
their protection against the encroachments and exactions of the 
Duke of Burgundy atod his oflicers. The whole town was in a 
wild but joyful jubilee, while the citizens vied with each other 
in offering to the Swiss every species of refreshment, and the 
youths who attended upon the mission hurried gaily and in 
triumph to profit by the circumstances which had so unex- 
pectedly converted the ambuscade so treacherously laid for 
them into a genial and joyous reception. 

Amid this scene of confusion, it was impossible for Arthur 
to quit his father, even to satisfy Ifhe feelings which induced 
him to wish for a few moments at his own disposal. Sad^ 
thoughtful, and sorrowflil, amid the general joy, he remained 
with the parent whom he Jjad so much reason to love and 
honour, to assijst him in securing and placing On their mule 
the various packages and bales which the honest Switasers 
recovered after the death of De Hagenbach, and which they 
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emulated each other in bringing to their rightful owner ; while 
they were with difficulty prevailed on to accept the guerdon 
which the Englishman, from the means which he had still left 
upon his person, was disposed not merely to offer but to force 
upon the restorers of his property, and which, in their rude and 
simple ideas, seemed greatly to exceed the value of what they 
had recovered for him. ^ 

This scene had scarcely lasted ten. or fifteen mkiutes, when 
Eudolph Donnerhugel approached, the elder Philipson, and in 
a tone of great courtesy invited him to join the council of the 
chiefs of the embassy of the Swiss cantons, who, he said, were 
desirous of having the advantage of his experience upon some 
important questions respecting their conduct on these unex- 
pected occurrences. 

* See to our affairs, Arthur, and stir not from the spot on 
which I leave you,’ said Philipson to his son. ‘ Look especially 
after the sealed packet of which I was so infamqusly and illegally 
robbed : its recovery is of the utmost consequence.’ 

So speaking, he instantly prepared hiihself to attend the 
Bernese, who in a confidential manner whispered, as he went 
arm-in-arm with him towards the church of St. Paul’s — 

‘ I think a man of your wisdom will scarce advise us to 
trust ourselves to the mood of the Duke of Burgundy, when 
he has received such an injury, as the loss of this fortress and 
the execution of his officer. You, at least, would be too judi- 
cious to afford us any farther the advantage of your company 
and society, since to do so would be wilfully to engage in our 
shipwreck.’ 

• I will give my best advice,’ answered Philipson, ‘ when I 
shall be more particularly acquainted with the circumstances 
under which it is asked of me.’ 

Rudolph muttered an oath, or angry exclamation, and led 
Philipson to the church without farther argument. 

In a small chapel adjoining to the church, and dedicated to 
St. Magnus the Martyr, the four deputies were assembled in 
close conclave around thu shrine in which the sainted hero 
stood, armed as when he lived. The priest of St. Paul’s was 
also present, and seemed to interest himself deeply in the 
dah^te which was taking place. When Philipson entered, all 
were for a moment silent, until th« Landamman addressed him 
— ‘^Signior Philipson, we esteem you a man far travelled, 
versed in the manners of foreign lands, and acquainted 
with the conditions of this Duke Charles of Burgundy — you 
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therefore fit to advise us in a matter of great weight. You 
know with what anxiety we go on this mission of peace with 
the Duke; you also know what has this day happened, which 
may probably be represented to Charles in the worst colours ; 
would you advise us, in such a. case, to proceed to the Duke^s 
presence, with th^ odium of this action attached to us, or 
should we do better to return home, and prepare for war with 
Burgundy ? 

‘ How do your own opinions stand on the subject ? ’ said the 
cautious Englishman. , 

‘We are divided,' answered the banneret of Berne. ‘I 
have borne the banner of Berne against her foes for thirty 
years; I am more willing to carry it against the lances of 
the knights of Hainault and Lorraine than to undergo the 
rude treatment which we must look to meet at the footstool 
of the Duke.' 

*We put our heads in the lion’s mouth if we go forward,' 
said Zimmerman ‘of Soleurc; ‘my opinion is, that we draw 
back.' • 

‘I would not advise retreat,' said Rudolph Donnerhugel, 

‘ were my life alone concerned ; but the Landamman of Unter- 
walden is the father of the United Cantons, and it would be 
parricide if I consented to put his life in peril. My advice 
is, that we return, and that the Confederacy stand on their 
defence.' 

‘ My opinion is different,' said Arnold Bicderman ; ‘ nor will 
I forgive any man who, whether in sincere or feigned friend- 
ship, places my poor life in the scale with the advantage of the 
cantons. If we go forward, we risk our heads — be it so. But 
if we turn back, we involve our country in war with a power 
of the first magnitude in Europe. Worthy citizens 1 you arc 
brave in fight, show your fortitude as boldly now ; and let us 
not hesitate to incur such personal danger as may attend our- 
selves, if by doing so we can gain a chance of peace for our 
country.’ 

‘I think and vote with my nei^bour and gossip, Arnold 
Biederman,' said the laconic deputy from Schwytz. 

‘You hear how we are divided in opinion,' said the Land- 
amman to Philipson. ‘ What is your opinion U 

/I would first ask of you,'^^id the Englishman, ‘what ha» 
be^ your part in this storming of a town occupied fey the 
Duke's forces, and putting to death his governor ? ' 

‘So help me, Heaven ! ' said the LandapimaUi ‘ as I knew 
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not of any purpose of storming the town until it unexpectedly 
took place/ 

‘And for the execution of De Hagenbach/ said the black 
priest, ‘I swear to you, stranger, by my holy order, that 'it 
took place under the direction of a competent court, whose 
sentence Charles of Burgundy himself is bound to respect, and 
whose proceedings the deputies of the Swiss mission could 
neither have advanced nor retarded/ • 

‘ If such be the case, and if you can really prove yourselves 
free of these proceedings,^ answered Philipson, ‘which must 
needs be highly resented by the Duke of Burgundy, I would 
advise you by all means to proceed upon your journey, with 
the certainty that you will obtain from that prince a just and 
impartial hearing, and it may be a favourable answer. I know 
Charles of Burgundy — I may even say that, our different ranks 
and walks of life considered, I know him well. He will be 
deeply incensed by the first tidings .of what has here chanced, 
which he will no dodbt interpret to your disfavour. But if, in 
the course of investigation, you are able tQ clear yourselves of 
these foul imputations, a sense of his own injustice may perhaps 
turn the balance in your favour, and in that case he will rush 
from the excess of censure into that of indulgence. But your 
cause must be firmly stated to the Duke by some tongue better 
acquainted with the language of courts than yours ; and such 
a friendly interpreter might I* have proved to you, had I not 
been plundered of the valuable packet which I bore with me in 
order to present to the Duke, and in testimony of my commis- 
sion to him.^ 

‘A paltry fetch,’ whispered Donnerhugel to the banneret, 

‘ that the trader may obtain from us satisfaction for the goods 
of which he has been plundered.’ 

The Landamman himself was perhaps for a moment of the 


same opinion. 

* Merchant,’ he said, ‘ we hold ourselves bound to make good 
to you — that is, if our substance can effect it — whatever loss 
you may have sustained, trusting to our protection.’ 

‘Ay, that we will,’ said^he old man of Schwytz, ‘should it 
cost us twenty zecchins to make it good.’ 

‘ To* your guarantee of immunity I can have no claim,’ said 
fhilipson, ‘ seeing 1 *|)arted company with you before I sus- 
ti^med any loss. And I regret the loss not so much for its 


value, although that is greater than you may fancy, but chiefly 
that, the contents of the casket I bore being a token 
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b^twut a person of considerable importance and the Puke of 
Burgundy, I shall not, I fear, now that I am deprived of them, 
receive from his Grace that credence which I desire, both for 
my own sake and yours. AVithout them, and speaking only in 
the person of a private traveller, I may not take upon me as I 
might have done, when using the names of the. persons whose 
mandates I carried.’ 

‘This important packet,’ said the Landamman, ‘shall be 
most rigorously sought for, and carefully redelivered to thee. 
For ourselves, not a Swiss of us knows the value of its con- 
tents ; so that, if they are in the hands of any of our men, they 
will be returned, of course, as baubles, upon which they set no 
value.’ 

As he spoke, there was a knocking at the door of the 
chapel. Rudolph, who stood nearest to it, having held some 
communication with those without, observed, with a smile, 
which he instantly repressed, lest it had given offence to 
Arnold Biederman — ‘ It is Sigismund, th^ good youth. Shall 
I admit him to our council ? ’ 

‘ To what purpose, poor simple lad ? ’ said his father, with a 
sorrowful smile. 

‘Yet let me undo the door,’ said Philipson ; ‘he is anxious^ 
to enter, and perhaps he brings news. I have observed, Land- 
amman, that the young man, though with slowness of ideas 
and expression, is strong in his principles, and sometimes happy 
in his conceptions.’ 

He admitted Sigismund accordingly ; while Arnold Bieder- 
man felt, on the one hand, the soothing compliment which 
Philipson had paid to a boy certainly the dullest of his family, 
and, on the other, feared some public display of his son’s in- 
firmity, or lack of understanding. Sigismund, however, seemed 
all confidence ; and he certainly had reason to be so, since, as 
the shortest mode of explanation, he presented to Philipson the 
necklace of diamonds, with the casket in which it had been’ 
deposited. 

‘ This pretty thing is yours,’ he said. ‘ I understand so 
much from your son Arthur, who t^lls me you will be glad to 
have it again.’ 

‘Most cordially do I fhank you,’ said the merchant. ‘The 
necklace is certainly mine — that is, tbfe packet of yrliich \% 
formed ,the contents was under my charge ; and. it is at this 
moment of greater additional value to me than even its actual 
worth, since it serves as my pledge and token for the perfo^aaph 
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anoe of an important mission. And how, my young friond,' he 
continued, addressing Sigismund, * have you been so fortunate 
as to recover what we have sought for hitherto in vaini Let 
me return my best acknowledgments; and do not think pa© 
pver-curious if I ask how it reached you ? ^ 

‘ For that . matter,’ said Sigismund, ‘ the story is soon told, 

I had planted myself as near the scaffold as I could, having 
never beheld an execution before; and I observed the execu- 
tioner, who, I thought, did his duty very cleverly, just in the 
moment that he spread a cloth over the body of De Hagenbach, 
snatch something from the dead man’s bosom, and huddle it 
hastily into his own ; so, when the rumour arose that an article 
■ of value was amissing, I hurried in quest of the fellow. I found 
he had bespoke masses to the extent of a hundred crowns at 
the high altar of St. Paul’s ; and I traced him to the tavern of . 
the village, where some ill-looking men were joyously drinking 
to him as a free citizen and a nobleman. So I stepped in 
amongst them with my partizan, and demanded of his lordship 
either to surrender to me what he had thus possessed himself 
of or to try the weight of the weapon I carried. His lordship, 
my Lord Hangman, hesitated, and was about to make a brawl. 
But I was something peremptory, and so he judged it best to 
give me the parcel, which I trust you, Signior Philipson, will 
find safe and entire as it was taken from you. And — and — I 
left them to conclude their festivities^and that is the whole of 
the story.’ 

* Thou art a brave lad,’ said Philipson; ‘and with a heart 
always right, the head can seldom be far wrong. But the 
church shall not lose its dues, and I take it on myself, ere I 
leave La Ferette, to pay for the masses which the man had 
ordered for the sake of De Hagenbach’s soul, snatched from the 
world so unexpectedly.’ 

Sigismund was about to reply ; but Philipson, fearing he 
might bring out some foolery to diminish the sense which his 
father had so joyously entertained of his late conduct, imme- 
diately added, ‘ Hie away, my good youth, and give to my son 
Arthur this precious caslj^t,’ 

With simple exultation at receiving applause to which he 
was Httle accustomed, Sigismund took his leave, and the council 
were once more left to their own privacy. 

. There was a moment’s silenee; for the Landamman could 
noi overcome the feeling of exquisite pleasure at the sagacity 
^biph poor Sigismund, whose general conduct warranted ho 
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atpeotations, had displayed on the present occasion^ It 
was no^ however, a feeling to which circumstances permitted 
him to give vent, and he reserved it for his own secret enjoy- 
ment, as a solace to the anxiety which he had hitherto ent^ 
tained concerning the limited intellect of this simple-minded 
young man. When he spoke, it was to Philipson, with the 
usual candour and manliness of his character. 

‘ Signior Philipson,’ he said, ‘ we will hold you bound by no 
offer which you made while these glittering matters were out 
of your possession ; because a man may often think that, if he 
were in such and such a situation, he would be able to achieve 
certain ends, which, that position being attained, he may find 
himself unable to accomplish. But I now ask you whether, 
having thus forjbunately and unexpectedly regained possession 
of what you say will give you certain credence with the Duke 
of Burgundy, you conceive yourself entitled to mediate with 
him on our behalf, as you formerly proposed ? * 

All bent forward to hear the merchant’s answer. 

^Landamman,’ he^ replied, ‘I never spoke the word in diflfi- 
culty which I was not ready to redeem when that difficulty 
was removed. You say, and I believe, that you had no concern 
with this storming of La Ferette. You say also, that the life 
of De Hagenbach was taken by a judicature over which you 
had no control, and exercised none. Let a protocol be drawn up, 
averring these circumstances, and, as far as possible, proving 
them. Entrust it to me — under seal if you will — and if such 
points be established, I will pledge my word as a — as a — 
as an honest man and a true-born Englishman, that •‘the Duke 
of Burgundy will neither detain nor offer you any personal 
injury. I also hope to show to Charles strong and weighty 
reasons why a league of friendship betwixt Burgundy and the 
United .Cantons of Helvetia is, on his Grace’s part, a wise and 
generous measure. But it is possible I may fail in this last 
point ; and if I do, I shall deeply grieve for it. In warranting 
your safe passage to the Duke’s court, and your safe return 
from it to your own country, I think I cannot fail. If I do, my 
own life, and that of my beloved an<k only child, shall pay the 
ransom for my excess of confidence in the Duke’s and 

honour.’ 

,Tbe other deputies stood silent and looked on the Land^ 
amman, but Budolph Donnerhugel spoke. 

‘Are we then to trust our own lives, and, ifhift |» 
dearer to us, that of our honoured associate, Arnold 
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ou the Simple word of a foreign trader? We all know the 
temper of the Duke, and how vindictively and relentlessly he 
has ever felt towards our country and its interests. Methinks 
this English merchant should express the nature of his interest 
at the court of Burgundy more plainly, if he expects us to place 
such implicit reliance in it.’ 

‘ That, Signior Rudolph Donnerhugel/ replied the merchant, 
‘ I find myself not at liberty to do. I pry not intp*your secrets, 
whether they belong to you as a Kody or as individuals. My 
own are sacred. If I consulted my own safety merely, I should 
act most wisely to part company with you here. But the object 
of your mission is peace ; and your sudden return, after what 
has chanced at La Ferette, will make war inevitable. I think 
I can assure you of a safe and free audience from the Duke, 
and I am willing, for the chance of securing the peace of 
Christendom, to encounter any personal peril which may attach 
to myself.’ 

‘Say no more, worthy Philipson,’ said the Landamman; 
‘ thy good faith is undoubted on our pajt, and ill luck is his 
who cannot read it written on thy manly forehead. We go 
forward, then, prepared to risk our own safety at the hand of 
a despotic prince, rather than leave undischarged the mission 
which our country has entrusted us with. He is but half a 
brave man who will risk his life only in the field of battle. 
There are other dangers to frbnt which is equally honourable ; 
and since the weal of Switzerland demands that we should 
encounter them, not one of us will hesitate to take the risk.’ 

The other members of the mission bowed in assent, and the 
conclave broke up to prepare for their farther entrance into 
Burgundy. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

Upon the mountain’s heathery side, 

The day’s last lustre shone, 

And rich with many a radiant hue, 

Gleam’d gaily on the Rhone. 

Southey. 

The English merchant was now much consulted by the Swiss 
commissioners in all their motions. He exhorted them to pro- 
ceed with all despatch on their journey, so as to carry to the 
Duke their own account of the affair of Brisach, and thus antici- 
pate all rumours less favourable to their conduct on the occasion. 
For this purpose Philipson recommended that the deputies, dis- 
missing their escort, whose arms and numbers might give um- 
brage and suspicion, while they were too few for defence, should 
themselves proceed by rapid journeys on horseback tow^ds 
Dijon, or wherever the Puke might chance to be for the time. 

This proposal was, however, formally resisted by the very 
person who had hitherto been the most ductile of the party, 
and the willing echo of the Landamman^s pleasure. On the 
present occasion, notwithstanding that Arnold Biederman de- 
clared the advice of Philipson excellent, Nicholas Bonstetten 
stood in absolute and insurmountable opposition ; because, 
having hitherto trusted to his own limbs for transporting him- 
self to and fro on all occasions, he could by no means be 
persuaded to commit himself to the discretion of a horse. As 
he was found obstinately positive on this subjecl^ it was finally 
determined that the two Englishmen should press forward on 
their journey with such speed as they might, and that the 
elder of them should make the Duke acquainted with so inuoh 
as to the capture of La Ferette as he had himself witnessed of 
the matter. The particulars which had attended the death of 
De Hagenbach, the Landamxhan assured him, would be sent to 
the Puke hy a person of confidence, whose atteatatioti on the 
subject could not be doubted. 
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This course was adopted, as Philipson expressed his confi- 
dence of getting an early and private audience vith his Grace of 
Burgundy, 

‘ My best intercession,^ he said, ‘ you have a good right to 
reckon upon ; and no one can bear more direct testimony than 
I can to the ungovernable cruelty and rapacity of De Hagen- 
bach, of which I had so nearly been the victim. But of his 
trial and execution I neither know, nor can tell aliy thing; and 
as Duke Charles is sure to demand why execution was done 
upon his officer without an appeal to his own tribunal, it will 
be well that you either provide me with such facts as you have 
. to state, or send forward, at least, as speedily as possible, the 
evidence which you have to lay before him on that most 
weighty branch of the subject.’ 

The proposal of the merchant created some visible embar- 
rassment on the countenance of the Swiss, and it was with 
obvious hesitation that Arnold Biederman, having led him aside, 
addressed him in a whisper — 

‘ My good friend,’ he said, ‘ mysteries are in general like the 
hateful mists which disfigure the noblest features of nature; 
yet, like mists, they will sometimes intervene when we most 
desire their absence, when we most desire to be plain and 
explicit. The manner of De Hagenbach’s death you saw ; we 
will take care that the Duke is informed of the authority by 
which it was inflicted. This is all that I can at present tell 
you on the subject ; and let me add, that the less you speakN 
of it with any one, you will be the more likely to escape 
inconveni^ce.’ 

‘ Worthy Landamman,’ said the Englishman, ‘ I also am by 
nature, and from the habits of my country, a hater of mysteries. 
Yet, such is my firm confidence in your truth and honour, that 
you shall be my guide in these dark and secret transactions, 
even as amongst the mists and precipices of your native land, 
and I rest contented in either case to place unlimited confidence 
in your sagacity. Let me only recommend that your explana- 
tion with Charles be instant, as well as clear and candid. Such 
being the case, I trust my'poor interest with the Duke may be 
reckoned for something in your favour. Here, then, we part, 
but, as I trust, soon to meet again.’ 

The elder Philipson now rejoined his son, whom he directed 
to hite horses, together with a guide, to conduct them with all 
spe^ to the presence of the Duke of Burgundy. By various 
inquiries in the town, and especially among the soldiers of the 
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slain De Hagenbach, they at length learned that Charles had 
been of late occupied in taking possession of Lorraine, and, 
b^ing now suspicious of unfriendly dispositions on the part of 
the , Emperor of Germahy, as well as of Sigismund Duke of 
Austria, had drawn a considerable part of his atmy together 
near Strasburg, in order to be prepared against siny attempt of 
these princes, or of the Free Imperial Cities, which might 
interfere with his course of conquest. The Duke of Burgundy 
at this period well deserved his peculiar epithet of the Bold, 
since, surrounded by enemies, like one of the nobler animals of 
the chase, he yet astounded, by his stern and daring counte- 
nance, not only the princes and states we have mentioned, but 
even the King of France, equally powerful, and far more politic 
than himself. 

To his camp, therefore, the English travellers bent their 
way, each full of such deep and melancholy reflection as, per- 
haps, prevented his bestowing much attention on the other^s 
state of mind. I'hey rode as men deeply immersed in their 
own thoughts, and with less intercourse than had been usual 
betwixt them on their former journeys. The nobleness of the 
elder Philipson^s nature, and his respect for the Landamman’s 
probity, joined with gratitude for his hospitality, had prevented 
him from separating his cause from that of the Swiss deputies, 
nor did he now repent his generosity in adhering to them. 
But when he recollected ‘the nature and importance of the per- 
sonal afiairs which he himself had to despatch with a proud, 
imperious, and irritable prince, he could not but regret the 
circumstances which had involved his own particular niission, 
of so much consequence to himself and his friends, with that of 
persons likely to be so highly obnoxious to the Duke as Arnold 
Biederman and his companions ; and, however grateful for the 
hospitality of Geierstein, he regretted, nevertheless, the circum- 
stances which had obliged him to accept of it. 

The thoughts of Arthur were no less anxious. Ho found 
himself anew separated from the object to which his thoughts 
were, almost agjainst his own will, constantly retuniing. And 
this second separation had taken plaSe after he had ihctirred an 
additional load of gratitude, and fo\ind new, as as more 
mysterious, food for his ardent imagination. How wras ’he to 
reconcile the character and ^ittributes of Anne of Geierstein, 
lybom he had known so gentle^ candid, pure, and simple, with 
thjC^ of the [grandjdaugfater of a sage and of ati elementary 
spwt) to whom night was as day, and an imperdoOflt dungeon 
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the same as the open portico of a temple? Could they be 
identified as the same being ? or, while strictly alike in shape 
and lineament, was the one a tenant of the earth, the other only 
a phantom, permitted to show itself among those of a nature 
in which she did not partake ? Above all, must he never see 
her more, or receive from her own lips an explanation of the 
mysteries which were so awfully entwined with his recollections 
of her ? ' Such were the questions which occupied the mind of 
the younger traveller, and prevented him from interrupting, or 
even observing, the reverie in which his father was plunged. 

Had either of the travellers been disposed to derive amuse- 
, ment from the country through which their road lay, the 
vicinity of the Rhine was well qualified to afford it. The 
ground on the left bank of tlbat noble river is indeed rather 
flat and tame ; and the mountains of Alsace, a ridge of which 
sweeps along its course, do not approach so near as greatly to 
vary the level surface of the valley which divides them from 
its shores. But the broad stream itself, hurrying forward with 
dizzy rapidity, and rushing around the, islets by which its 
course is interrupted, is one of the most majestic spectacles in 
nature. The right bank is dignified at once and adorned by 
the numerous eminences, covered with wood and interspersed 
with valleys, which constitute the district so well known by 
the name of the Black Forest, to which superstition attached 
so many terrors and credulity suck a variety of legends. 
Terrors, indeed, it had of a real and existing character. The 
old castles, s^en from time to time on the banks of the river 
itself, or On the ravines and large brooks which flow into it, 
were then no picturesque ruins, rendered interesting by the 
stories which were told about their former inhabitants, but 
constituted the real and apparently impregnable strongholds 
of that robber-chivalry whom we have already frequently men- 
tioned, and of whom, since Goethe, an author born to arouse 
the slumbering fame of his country, has dramatised the story 
of Goetz of Berlichingen,* we have had so many spirit-stirring 
tales. The danger attending the vicinity of these fortresses 
was only known on the #ight or German bank of the Rhine, 
for the breadth and depth of that noble stream effectually 
prevented any foray of their inhabitants from reaching Alsace. 
The former was in possession of the cities or free towns of the 
Empire, and thus the feudal tyranny of the German lords was 

* Tl»i« drama, by Goethe, was translated by Sir Walter Scott, and was one of hia 
l^ubllcatloha (Laing). 
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chiefly exerted at the expense of their own countrymen, who,' 
irritated and exhausted with their rapine and oppression, were 
compelled to erect barriers against it, of a nature as interesting 
and extraordinary as were the wrongs from which they en- 
deavoured to protect themselves*. 

But the left bank of the river, over great part of which 
Charles of Burgundy exercised his authority, under various 
characters, wks under the regular protection of the ordinary 
magistrates, who were supported in the discharge of their duty 
by large bands of mercenary soldiers. These were maintained 
by Charles out of his private revenue, he, as well as his rival 
Louis, and other princes of the period, having discovered that 
the feudal system gave an inconvenient degree of independence 
to their vassals, and thinking, of course, that it was better to 
substitute in its place a standing army, consisting of Free 
Companies, or soldiers by profession. Italy furnished most of 
these bands, which composed the strength of Charles’s army, 
at least the part of it in which he most trusted. 

Our travellers, therefore, pursued their way by the banks 
of the river, in as great a degree of security as could well be 
enjoyed in that violent and distracted time, until at length 
the father, after having eyed for some time the person whom 
Arthur had hired to be their guide, suddenly asked of his son 
who or what the man wasi Arthur replied, that he had bee;i 
too eager to get a person who knew the road, and was willing 
to show it, to be very particular in inquiring into his station 
or occupation ; but that he thought, from the man’s appear- 
ance, he must be one of those itinerant ecclesiastics Who travel 
through the country with relics, pardons, and other religious 
trinkets; and were in general but slightly respected, excepting 
by the lower orders, on whom these venders of superstitious 
wares were often accused of practising gross deceptions. 

The man’s appearance was rather that of a lay devotee, or 
palmer, bound on his pilgrimage to different shrines, than of a 
mendicant friar or questionary. He wore the hat, scrip, staff, 
and coarse dalmatic, somewhat like the military cloak of the 
modem hussar, which were used by such persons on their 
religious peregrinations.^ St. Peter’s keys, rudely shaped out 
of some scarlet rag of' cloth, appeared on the hack of his 
mantle,^ placed, as heralds say, sidtire wise. This devotee 
seemed a man of fifty and upwards, well made, and stout for 
his age, with a cast of countenance which, though not |>08itiveiy 
was far from being well favoured. There waa shrewdness 
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and an alert expresBion in his eye and fictions, which made some 
occasional contrast with the sanctimonious demeanour of the 
character he now bore. This difference betwixt his dress and 
physiognomy was by no means uncommon among persons' of 
his description, many of whom embraced this mode of life 
rather to indulge roving and idle habits than from any reli- 
gious call. 

‘ Who art thou, good fellow ? ^ said the elder PMlipson ; * and 
by what name am I to call thee while we are fellow-travellers ? ^ 

‘Bartholomew, sir,*' said the man — ‘Brother Bartholomew 
— I might say Bartholomeeus, but it does not become a poor 
lay brother like me to aspire to the honour of a learned 
termination.' 

‘ And whither does thy journey tend, good Brother Bar- 
tholomew ? ' 

‘ In whichever direction your worship chooses to travel, and 
to require my services as guide,' answered the palmer ; ‘ always 
premising you allow me leisure for my devotions at such holy 
stations as we pass on our route.' . 

‘ That is, thine own journey hath no professed or pressing 
object or end?' said the Englishman. 

‘None, as your worship says, peculiar,' said the itinerant ; 
‘ or I might rather say, that my journey, good sir, embraces so 
many objects, that it is matter of indifference to me which of 
them I accomplish first. My vow binds me for four years to 
travel from one shrine, or holy place, to another ; but I am 
not directly tied to visit them by any precise rule of rotation.' 

‘That is to say, thy vow of pilgrimage does not prevent 
thee from hiring thyself to wait upon travellers as their guide,' 
replied Philipson. 

‘If I can unite the devotion I owe to the blessed saints 
whose shrines I visit with a service rendered to a wandering 
fellow-creature who desires to be directed upon his journey, I 
do maintain,' replied Bartholomew, ‘that the objects are easily 
to be reconciled to each other.' 

‘ Especially as a little worldly profit may tend to cement the 
two duties together, if otherwise incompatible,' said Philipson. 

‘ It pleases your honour to say so,' replied the pilgrim ; ‘ but 
you yourself may, if you will, derive from my good company 
something more than the mere knowledge of the road in 'which 
you propose to travel. I can mal?e your journey more edifying 
by legends of the blessed saints whose holy relics I have visited, 
and 'pleasing, by the story of the wonderful things which I haye 
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require.* 

‘JTevertheless,* said Bartholomew, ‘1 trust ypur woni% is 
too religious a man, and top sound a Catholic^ to pass any 
hallowed station without endeavouring to obtain some share of 
the benefits which it is the means of dispensing to those who 
are ready and willing to deserve them ; more especially as all 
men, .of whatever t^e and degree, hold respect to the holy 
saint who patroniSeth his own mystery ; so I hope you, being 
a merchant, will not 4 )ass the chapel of Our Lady of the Ferry 
without making some fitting orison.* 

‘ Friend Bartholomew,* said Philipson, * I have not heard of 
the shrine which you recommend to me ; and, as my business 
is pressing, it were better worth my while to make a pilgrimage 
hither on purpose to make mine homage at a fitter season than 
to delay my journey at present. This, God willing, I wiB not 
fail to do, so that I may be held excused for delaying my rever- 
ence till I can pay it more respectfully, and at greaw leisure.* 
^May it please you not to be wroth,* said the guide^ ‘if I 
say that your behaviour in this matter is like that of a fool, 
who, finding a treasure by the roadside, omits to put it in his 
bosom and carry it along with him, proposing to return from 
a distance on a future day, of express purpose to fetch it* 
Philipson, something astonished at tne maii*s pertinacity, 
was about to answer hastily and angrily, but was prevented oy 
the arrival of three strangers, who rode bastily np from behltld 
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AXXE HAWKING BESIDE THE UHINK. 
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fyr h6 ws^s ^ft once oertain he r^c^aliid 
Im of 4he Swiss maideJn, by whom ms^ mlrfa was ^ 
anxiously occupied. Her attendants were a faleonerwith his 
hunting -pole and a female, both appareUtly her domesties.. 
The elder Philipson, who had no such accuracy of recollection 
as his son manifested upon the occasion, saw in thc»fair stranger 
only some dame or damsel of eminence engaged in the amuse- 
ment of hawking, and, in return to a brief salutation, merely 
asked her, with suitable courtesy, as the case demanded, whether 
she had spent the morning in good sport. - 

‘Indifferent, good friend,’ said the lady. ‘I dare not 6y 
my hawk so near the broad river, lest he should soar to the 
other side, and so I might lose my companion. But I reckon 
on finding better game when I have crossed to the other side of 
the ferry, which we are now approaching.’ 

‘ Then your ladyship,’ said Bartholomew, ‘ will hear mass in 
Hans’s Chapel, and pray for your success ? J 

‘ I were a heathen to pass the holy place without doing so,’ 
replied the damsel. 

‘That, noble damsel, touches the point we were but now 
talking of,’ said the guide Bartholomew ; ‘ for know, fair mis- 
tress, that I cannot persuade this worthy gentleman how 
deeply the success of his enterprise - is dependent upon his 
obtaining the blessing of Our Lady of the Ferry.’ 

‘ The good man,’ said the young maiden, seriously, and even 
severely, ‘ must know little of the Rhine. I will explain to the 
gentlemen the propriety of following your advice.’ 

She then rode close to young Philipson, and spoke in Swiss, 
for she had hitherto used the German language — ‘ Do not start, 
but hear me ! ’ and the voice was that of Anne of Geierstein. 


‘ Do not, I say, be surprised, or at least show not your wonder ; 
you are beset by dangers. On this road, especially, your 
business is known — your lives are laid in wait for. Cross over 
the river at the Ferry of the Chapel, or Hans’s Ferry, as it is 
usually termed.’ ♦ 

H^re the guide drew so near to them that it was impossible 
for her to continue the conversation without being overheard. 
At that same moment a woodcock sprung from some bushes, 
and the young lady threw off her^merlin in pursuit. 

‘ Sa ho — saj ho — wp ha ! ’ hallooed the falconer, in a note 
whteh made thicket ring again ; and away he rode in 
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pursuit. The elder Philipson and the guide himself followed 
the chase eagerly with their eyes, so attractive was the love of 
that brave sport to men of all ranks. But x the voice of the 
maiden was a lure which would have summoned Arthur's 
attention from matters more deeply interesting. 

‘Cross the Rhine,' she again repeated, ‘at the ferry to 
KirchhofF, on the other side of the river. Take your lodgings 
at the Golden Fleece, where you will find a guide to Strasburg. 
I must stay here no longer.' 

So saying, the damsel raised herself in her saddle, struck 
her horse lightly with the loose reins, and the mettled animal, 
already impatient at her delay and the eager burst of its com- 
panions, flew forward at such a pace as if he had meant to 
emulate the flight of the hawk and of the prey he pursued. 
The lady and her attendants soon vanished from the sight of 
the travellers. 

A deep silence for some time ensued, during which Arthur 
studied how to communicate the warning he had received, 
without awakening the suspicions of their guide. But the 
old man broke silence himself, saying to Bartholomew, ‘Put 
your horse into more motion, I pray you, and ride onward 
a few yards; I would have some private conference with 
my son.' 

The guide obeyed, and, as if with the purpose of showing a 
mind too profoundly occupied by heavenly matters to admit a 
thought concerning those of this transitory world, he thundered 
forth a hymn in praise of St. Wendelin the shepherd, in a 
strain so discordant as startled every bird from every bush by 
which they passed. There was never a more unmelodious 
melody, whether sacred or profane, than that under protection 
of which the elder Philipson thus conferred with his son. 

‘Arthur,' he said, ‘I am much convinced that this howling, 
hypocritical vagrant has some plot upon us ; and T had well- 
nigh determined that the best mode to baffle it would be to 
consult my own opinion, and not his, as to our places of repose 
and the direction of our journey.' 

‘Your judgment is correct, as usual,' said his son. ‘ 1 am 
well convinced of yonder man's treachery, from a whisper in 
which that maiden informed me that we ought to take the 
road to Strasburg by the eastern side of the river, and for that 
purpose cross over to ^ place called Kirchhofl’, on the opposite 
bank.' 

‘ Do you advise this, Arthur ? ' replied his father. 
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‘ I will pledge my life for the faith of this young person/ 
replied his son. 

‘ What 1 ’ said his father, * because she sits her palfrey fairly, 
and shows a faultless shape ? Such is the reasoning of a boy ; 
and yet my own old and cautious heart feels inclined to trust 
her. If our secret is known in this land, there are doubtless 
many who may be disposed to think they have an interest in 
barring my access to the Duke of Burgundy, even 4)y the most 
violent means ; and well you know that I should on my side 
hold my life equally cheap could I discharge mine errand at 
the price of laying it down. I tell thee, Arthur, that my mind 
reproaches me for taking hitherto over little care of ensuring 
the discharge of my commission, owing to the natural desire I 
had to keep thee in my company. There now lie before us 
two "ways, both perilous and uncertain, by which we may reach 
the Duke’s court. We may follow this guide and take the 
chance of his fidelity, or we may adopt the hint of yonder 
damsel-errant and cross over to the other side of the Rhine, 
and again repass the river at Strasbiirg. ^oth roads are per- 
haps equally perilous, I feel it my duty to diminish the risk 
of the miscarriage of my commission by sending thee across to 
the right bank, while I pursue my proposed course upon the 
left. Thus, if one of us be intercepted, the other may escape, 
and the important commissipn which he bears may be duly 
executed.’ • 

‘Alas, my fatlier!’ said Arthur, ‘how is it possible for me 
to obey you, when by doing so I must leave you alone to incur 
so many dangers, to struggle with so many difficulties, in 
which my aid might be at least willing, though it could only 
be weak ? Whatever befall us in these delicate and dangerous 
circumstances, let us at least meet it in company.’ 

‘ Arthur, my beloved son,’ said his father, ‘ in parting from 
thee I am splitting mine own heart in twain ; but the same 
duty which commands us to expose our bodies to death as 
peremptorily orders us not to spare our most tender affections. 
We must part.’ 

‘Oh, then,’ replied his s^n, eagerly, ‘let me at least prevail 
in one point. Do thou, my father, cross the Rhine, and let me 
prosecute the journey by the route originally proposed.’ 

‘ And why, I pray you,’ answered the merchant, ‘ should I 
go one of these roads in preference to thq other ? ’ 

‘ Because,’ said Arthur, eagerly, ‘ I would warrant yonder 
maiden’s faith with my life.’ 
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‘Again, young man?’ said his father; ‘and wherefore so 
confident in that young maiden’s faith ? Is it merely from the 
confidence which youth reposes in that which is fair and pleas- 
ing, or have you had farther acquaintance with her than the 
late brief conversation with her admitted ? ’ 

‘Can I give you an answer?’ replied his son. ‘We have 
been long absent from lands of knights and ladies, and is it 
not natural that we should give to those who remind us of the 
honoured ties of chivalry and gentle blood the instinctive 
credence which we refuse to such a poor wretch as this itiner- 
ant mountebank, who gains his existence by cheating, with false 
relics and forged legends, the poor peasants amongst whom he 
travels ? ’ 

‘It is a vain imagination, Arthur,’ said his father, ‘not un- 
befitting, indeed, an aspirant to the honours of chivalry, who 
draws his ideas of life and its occurrences from the romances of 
the minstrels, but too visionary for a youth who has seen, as 
thou hast, how the business of this world is conducted. I tell 
thee, and thou wilt Jeam to know I say truth, that around the 
homely board of our host the Landamman were ranged truer 
tongues and more faithful hearts than the cour pleniere of a 
monarch has to boast. Alas ! the manly spirit of ancient faith 
and honour has fled even from the breast of kings and knights, 
where, as John of France said, it ought to continue to reside 
a constant inhabitant, df banished from all the rest of the 
world.? 

‘Be that as it may, dearest father,’ replied the younger 
Philipson, ‘ I pray you to be persuaded by me ; and if we must 
part company, let it be by your taking the right bank of the 
Rhine, since I am persuaded it is the safest route.’ 

‘And if it be the safest,’ said his father, with a voice of 
tender reproach, ‘ is that a reason why I should sjiare my own 
almost exhausted thread of life, and expose thine, my dear son, 
which has but begun its course ? ’ 

‘Nay,' father,’ answered the son with animation, ‘ in speaking 
thus you do not consider the difference of our importance to 
the execution of the purpose which you have so long enter- 
tained, and which . seems now so nigh being acicomplished. 
Think bow imperfectly I might be able to discharge it, without 
knowledge of the Duke’s person, or credentials to gi%in his 
confidence. I might^indoed repeat your words, but the cir- 
cumstances would be wanting to attract the necessary faith, 
and of consequence your scheme, for the success of which you 
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have lived, and now are willing to run the risk of death, would 
miscarry along with me/ 

‘ You cannot shake my resolution,^ said the elder Philipson, 
* or persuade me that my life is of more importance than yours. 
You only remind me that it is you, and not I, who ought to be 
the bearer of this token to the Duke of Burgundy. Should 
you be successful in reaching his court or camp, your possession 
of these gems will be needful to attack credit to ycwtr mission — 
a purpose for which they would be less necessary to me, who 
can refer to other circumstances under which I might claim 
credence, if it should please Heaven to leave me alone to acquit 
myself of this important commission, which may Our Lady in 
her mercy forefend ! Understand, therefore, that, should an 
opportunity occur by which you can make your way to the 
opposite side of the Rhine, you are to direct your journey so as 
again to cross to this bank at Strasburg, where you will inquire 
for news of me at the Flying Stag, a hostelry in that city, 
which you will easily discover. If you hear no tidings of me 
at that place, you will proceed to the Duk^ and deliver to him 
this important packet.’ 

Here he put into his son’s hand, with as much privacy as 
possible, the case containing the diamond necklace. 

‘What else your duty calls on you to do,’ continued the 
elder Philipson, ‘you well know; only, I conjure you, let no 
vain inquiries after my fate interfere with the great duty you 
have there to discharge. In the meantime, prepare to bid me 
a sudden farewell, with a heart as b6ld and confident as when 
you went before me, and courageously led the way, amid the 
rocks and storms of Switzerland. Heaven was above us then, 
as it is over us now. Adieu, my beloved Arthur ! Should I 
wait till the moment of separation, there may be but short 
time to speak the fatal word, and no eye save thine own must 
see the tear which .1 now wipe away.’ 

The painful feeling which accompanied this anticipation of 
their parting was so sincere on Arthur’s part, as well as that of 
his father, that it did not at first occur to the former, as a 
source of consolation, that ft seemed likely he might be placed 
under the guid5,nce pf the singular female the memory of 
whom haunted him. True it was, that the beauty of Anne of 
Geicrstcin, avS wxdl as the striking circumstances in which she 
had exhibited herself, had on that very morning been the prin- 
cipal occupation of his mind ; but they were now chased from 
it by the predominant recollection that he was about to be 
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^leparated in a moment of danger from a father so well deserv- 
ing of his highest esteem and his fondest affection. 

Meanwhile, that father dashed from his eye the tear which 
his devoted stoicism could not suppress, and, as if afraid of 
softening his resolution by indulging his parental fondness, he 
recalled the pious Bartholomew, to demand of him how far they 
were from the Chapel of the Ferry. 

‘ Little more than a mile,* was the reply ; and when the 
Englishman required further information concerning the cause 
of its erection, he was informed that an old boatman and fisher- 
man named Hans had long dwelt at the place, who gained a 
precarious livelihood by transporting travellers and merchants 
from one bank of the river to the other. The misfortune, 
however, of losing first one boat and then a second in the deep 
and mighty stream, with the dread inspired in travellers by 
the repetition of such accidents, began to render his profession 
an uncertain one. Being a good Catholic, the old man’s dis- 
tress took a devotional turn. He began to look back on his 
former life, and cor^sider by what crimes he had deserved the 
misfortunes which darkened the evening of his days. His 
remorse was chiefly excited by the recollection that he had, on 
one occasion, when the passage was peculiarly stormy, refused 
to discharge his duty as a ferryman in order to transport to 
the other shore a priest who bore along, with him an in^agd of 
the Virgin, destined for the village of KirchhofF on the opposite 
or right bank of the Rhine. For this fault, Hans submitted to 
severe penance, as he was now disposed to consider as culpable 
his doubt of the Virgin’s power of protecting herself, her priest, 
and the bark employed in her service ; besides which, the 
offering of a large share of his worldly goods to the church of 
Kirchhoff expressed the truth of the old man’s repentance. 
Neither did he ever again permit himself to interpose any 
delay in the journey of men of Holy Church ; but all ranks of 
the clergy, from the mitred prelate to the barefooted friar, 
might at any time of day or night have commanded the services 
of him and his boat. 

While prosecuting so laudable a*courso of life, it became at 
length the lot of Hans to find, on the banks of the Rhine, a 
small image of the Virgin thrown by the waves, which ap- 
peared to him exactly to resemble that which he had formerly 
ungraciously refused to carry across, when under charge 0f 
the sacristan of Kirchhoff. He placed it in the most con- 
spicuous part of his hut, and poured out his soul before it ip 
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devotion, anxiously inquiring for some signal by which he 
might discover whether he was to consider the arrival of her 
holy image as a pledge that his offences were forgiven. In the 
visions of the night his prayers were answered, and Our Lady, 
assuming the form of the image, stood by his bedside, for the 
purpose of telling him wherefore she had come hither. 

‘ My trusty servant,* she said, ‘ men of Belial have burned 
my dwelling at Kirchhoff, spoiled my chapel, and •thrown the 
sacred image which represents me into the swoln Bhine, which 
swept me downward [upward]. Now, I have resolved to dwell 
no longer in the neighbourhood of the profane doers of this deed, 
or of the cowardly vassals who dared not prevent it. I am, 
therefore, compelled to remove my habitation, and, in despite 
of the opposing current, I determined to take the shore on 
this side, being resolved to fix my abode with thee, my faithful 
servant, that the land in which thou dwellest may be blessed, 
as well as thou and thy household.* 

As the vision spoke, she seemed to wring from her tresses 
the water in which they had been steeped, while her disordered 
dress and fatigued appearance was that of one who has been 
buffeting with the waves. 

Next morning brought intelligence that, in one of the numer- 
ous feuds of that fierce period, Kirchhoff had been sacked, the 
church destroyed, and the church treasury plundered. 

In consequence of the fisherman*s •vision being thus re- 
markably confirmed, Hans entirely renounced his profession ; 
and, leaving it to younger men to supply his place as ferryman, 
he converted his hut into a rustic chapel, and he himself, taking 
orders, attended upon the shrine as a hermit, or daily chaplain. 
The figure was supposed to work miracles, and the ferry became 
renowned from its being under the protection of the holy image 
of Our Lady, and her no less holy servant. 

When Bartholomew had concluded his account of the ferry 
and its chapel, the travellers had arrived at the place itself. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

Upon the Rhine, upon the Rhine they cluster, 

The grapes of juice divine, 

Which make the soldier’s jovial courage muster ; 

O, blessed be the Rhine ! 

Drinhing Song. * 

A COTTAGE or two Oil the side of the river, beside which were 
moored one or two fishing-boats, showed the pious Hans had 
successors in his profession as a boatman. The river, which at 
a point a little lower was restrained by a chain of islets, ex- 
panded more widely and moved less rapidly than when it passed 
these cottages, affording to the ferryman a smoother surface 
and a less heavy stream to contend with, although the current 
was even there too strong to be borne up against, unless the 
river was in a tranquil state. 

On the opposite bank, but a good deal lower than the hamlet 
which gave name to the ferry, was seated on a small eminence, 
screened by trees and bushes, the little town of Kirchhoff. A 
skiff departing from the left bank was, even on favourable 
occasions, carried considerably to leeward ere it could attain 
the opposite side of the deep and full stream of the Rhine, so 
that its course was oblique towards Kirchhoff. On the other 
hand, a boat departing from Kirchhoff must have great advan- 
tage, both of wind and oars, in order to land its loading or crew 
at the Chapel of the Ferry, unless it were under the miraculous 
influence which carried the image of the Virgin in that direction. 
The communication, therefore, from the east to the west bank 
was only maintained by towing boUts up the stream to such a 
height on the eastern side that the leeway which they mads 
during the voyage across might correspond with the point at 
which they desired to arrive, and enable them to attain it with 
ease. Hence, it naturally happened that, the ptssage fropa 
Alsace into Swabia being the most easy, the ferry was 

* See ‘ Der Rhein, dor Rhein. ‘ Kote 6. 
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used by those who were desirous of entering Germany than by 
travellers who came in an opposite direction. 

When the elder Philipson had by a glance around him 
ascertained the situation of the ferry,- he said firmly to his 
son, ‘ Begone, my dear Arthur, and do what I have commanded 
thee.’ 

With a heart rent with filial anxiety, the young man 
obeyed, and took his solitary course* towards the cottages, near 
which the barks were. moored, which were occasionally used for 
fishing as well as for the purposes of the ferry. 

‘Your son leaves us?’ said Bartholomew to the elder 
Philipson. 

‘ He does for the present,’ said his father, ‘ as he has certain 
inquiries to make in yonder hamlet.’ 

‘If they be,’ answered the guide, ‘any matters connected 
with your honour’s road, I laud the saints that I can better 
answer your inquiries than those ignorant boors, who hardly 
understand your language.’ 

‘ If we find that their information neec^js thy commentary,’ 
said Philipson, ‘ we will request it ; meanwhile, lead on to the 
chapel, where my son will join us.’ 

They moved towards the chapel, but with slow steps, each 
turning his looks aside to the fishing -hamlet; the guide as if 
striving to see whether the younger traveller was returning 
towards them; the father anxious t® descry, on the broad 
bosom of the Khirie, a sail unloosed, to waft his son across to 
that which might be considered as the safer side. But, though 
the looks of both guide and traveller were turned in the 
direction of the river, their steps carried them towards the 
chapel, to which the inhabitants, in memory of the founder, 
had given the title of Hans Chapelle. 

A feAV trees scattered around gave an agreeable and silvan 
air to the place; and the chapel, that appeared on a rising 
ground at some distance from the hamlet, was constructed in a 
Style of pleasing simplicity, which corresponded with the whole 
soone. Its small size confirmed the tradition that it had origin- 
ally been merely the hut \>f a peasant ; and the cross of fir- 
treeSj covered with bark, attested the purpose to which it was 
now dedicated. The chapel and all around it breathed peace 
and solemn tranquillity, and the deep sound of the mighty 
river seemed to impose silence on each human voice which 
might presume to mingle with its awful murmur. 

tV’hen Philipson arrived in the vicinity, Bartholomew took 

xxm 15 
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tbe advantage afforded by his silence to thunder forth two 
stanzas to the praise of the Lady of the Ferry and her faithful 
worshipper Hans, after which he broke forth into the rapturous 
exclamation — ‘Come hither ye who fear wreck, here is your 
safe haven ! Come hither* ye who die .of thirst, here is a well 
of mercy open to you ! Come those who are weary and far- 
travelled, this is your place of refreshment ! * And more to the 
same purpose he might have said, but Philipson sternly imposed 
silence on him. 

‘ If thy devotion were altogether true,’ he said, ‘ it would be 
less clamorous ; but it is well to do what is good in itself, even 
if it is a hypocrite who recommends it. Let us enter this 
holy chapel and pray for a fortunate issue to our precarious 
travels.’ 

The pardoner caught up the last words. 

‘Sure was I,’ he said, ‘that your worship is too well advised 
to pass this holy place without imploring the protection and 
influence of Our Lady of the Ferry. Tarry but a moment 
until I find the priest who serves the altar, that he may say a 
mass on your behalf.’* 

Here he was interrupted by the door of the chapel sudden^y 
opening, when an ecclesiastic appeared on the threshold. 
Philipson instantly knew the priest of St. Paul’s, whom he had 
seen that morning at La Ferette. Bartholomew also knew 
him, as it would seem j*' for his officious, hypocritical eloquence 
failed him in an instant, and he stood before the priest with 
his arms folded on his breast, like a man who waits for the 
sentence of condemnation. 

‘Villain,’ said the ecclesiastic, regarding the guide with a 
severe countenance, ‘dost thou lead a stranger into the houses 
of the holy saints, that thou mayst slay him and possess 
thyself of his spoils? But Heaven will no longer bear with 
thy perfidy. Back, thou wretch, to meet thy brother mis- 
creants, who are hastening hitherward. Tell them thy arts 
were unavailing, and that the innocent stranger is imder mt 
protection — under my protection, which those who presume to 
violate will meet with the reward of Archibald de Hagenbach \ ’ 

Tbe guide stood quite motionless, while addresi^ by the 
priest in a manner equally menacing and authoritative ; and no 
sooner did the latter cease speaking than, without offering a 
word either in justification or reply, Bartholomew turned round 
and retreated at a hasty pace by the same road which had 
conducted the traveller to the chapel. 
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*And do you, worthy Englishman,^ continued the priest, 
‘enter into this chapel, and perform in safety those devotions 
.by means of which yonder hypocrite designed to detain you 
until his brethren in iniquity came up. But first, wherefore 
are you alone 1 I trust nought evil hath befallen your young 
companion ? ’ 

‘ My son,* said Philipson, ‘ crosses the Rhine at yonder ferry, 
as we had important business p) tmnsact on the other side.* 

As he spoke thus, a light boat, about which two or three 
peasants had been for some time busy, was seen to push from 
the shore, and shoot into the stream, to which it was partly 
compelled to give way, until a sail stretched along the slender 
yard, and, supporting the bark against the current, enabled her 
to stand obliquely across the river. 

‘ Now, praise be to God ! * said Philipson, who was aware 
that the bark he looked upon must be in the act of carrying 
his son beyond the reach of the dangers by which he was him- 
self surrounded. 

‘ Amen ! * answered the priest, echoing the pious ejaculation 
of the traveller. ‘ Great reason have you to return thanks to 
Heaven.* 

‘Of that I am convinced,* replied Philipson; ‘but yet from 
you 1 hope to learn the special cause of danger from which I 
have escaped 1 * 

‘ This is neither time nor place fox' such an investigation,* 
answered the priest of St. PauFs. ‘ It is enough to say, that 
yonder fellow, well known for his hypocrisy and his crimes, was 
present when the young Switzer, Sigismund, reclaimed from 
the executioner the treasure of which you were robbed by 
Hagenbach. Thus Jiartholomew*s avarice was awakened. He 
undertook to be your guide to Strasburg, with the criminal 
intent of detaining you by the way till a party came up, against 
whose numbers resistance would have been in vain. But his 
purpose has been anticipated. And now, ere giving vent to 
other worldly thoughts, whether of hope or fear, to the chapel, 
sir, and join in orisons to Him who hath been your aid, and 
to those who have interceded with Him in your behalf.* 

Philipson entered the chapel with his guide, and joined in 
returning thanks to Heaven, and the tutelary power of the 
lapdt, for the escape which had beeji vouchsafed to him. 

When this duty had been performed, Philipson intimated 
hla purpose of resuming his journey, to which the black priest 
rojplied that, far from delaying him in a place so dangerous, he 
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would himself accompany him for some part of the journey, 
since he also was bound to the presence of the Duke of 
Burgundy/ 

* You, my father — you ! ’ said the merchant, with some 
astonishment. 

‘ And wherefore surprised ? * answered the priest. ‘ Is it so 
strange that one of my order should visit a princess court? 
Believe me,*^ there are but too many of them to be found 
there.’ 

‘I do not speak with reference to your order,’ answered 
Philipson, ‘ but in regard of the part which you have this day 
acted, in abetting the execution of Archibald de Hagenbach. 
Know you so little of the fiery Duke of Burgundy, as to 
imagine you can dally with his resentment with more safety 
than you would pull the mane of a sleeping lion ? * 

‘I know his mood well,’ said the priest; ‘and it is not to 
excuse but to defend the death of De Hagenbach that I go to 
his presence. The Duke may execute his serfs and bondsmen 
at his pleasure, bi^t there is a spell upon my life which is 
proof to all his. power. But let me retort the question. You, 
sir Englishman, knowing the conditions of the Duke so well — 
you, so lately the guest and travelling companion of the most 
unwelcome visitors who could approach him — you, implicated, 
in appearance at least, in the uproar at La Ferette — what 
chance is there of your \3scaping his vengeance ? and wherefore 
will you throw yourself wantonly within his powder ? ’ 

‘ Worthy father,’ said the merchant, ‘ let each of us, without 
offence to the other, keep his own secret. I have, indeed, no 
spell to secure me from the Duke’s resentment ; I have limbs 
to suffer torture and imprisonment, and property which may 
be seized and confiscated. But I have had in former days 
many dealings with the Duke, I may even say I have laid him 
under obligations, and hope my interest w ith him may in con- 
sequence be sufficient not only to save me from the conse- 
quences of this day’s procedure, but be of some avail to my 
friend the Landamman.’ 

‘But if you are in reality bound ‘’to the court of Burgundy 
as a merchant,’ said the priest, ‘where are the wares in which 
you traffic ? Have you no merchandise save that which you 
carry on your person ? I heard of a sumptcr-horso with bag- 
gage. Has yonder villain deprived you of it?’ 

This was a trying question to Philipson, Wlio, anxious abput 
the separation from his son, had given no direction whetJbet 
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the baggage should remain with himself or should be trans- 
ported to the other side of the Ehine. He was, therefore, taken 
at advantage by the priest’s inquiry, to which he answered with 
some incoherence — believe my baggage is in the hainlet 
— that is, unless my son has taken it across the Rhine with 
him/ 

‘ That we will soon learn,’ answered the priest. 

Here a novice appeared from the vestiary of the chapel at 
his call, and received commands to inquire at the hamlet 
whether Philipson’s bales, with the horse which transported 
them, had been left there or ferried over along with his son. 

The novice, being absent a few minutes, presently returned 
with the baggage-horse, which, with its burden, Arthur, from 
regard to his father’s accommodation, had left on the western 
side of the river. The priest looked on attentively, while the 
elder Philipson, mounting his own horse, and taking the rein 
of the other in his hand, bade the black priest adieu in these 
words — ‘ And now, father, farewell ! I must pass on with my 
bales, since there is little wisdom in traveling with them after 
nightfall, else would I gladly suit my pace, with your permis- 
sion, so as to share the way with you.’ 

‘ If it is your obliging purpose to do so, as, indeed, I was 
about to propose,’ said the priest, ‘ know I will be no stay to 
your journey. I have here a good horse ; and Melchior, who 
must otherwise have gone on foot, may* ride upon your sumpter- 
horse- I the rather propose this course, as it will be rash for 
you to travel by night. I can conduct you to an hostelry 
about five miles off, which we may reach with sufficient day- 
light, and where you wdll be lodged safely for your reckoning.’ 

The English merchant hesitated a moment. He had no 
fancy for any new companion on the road, and although the 
countenance of the priest was rather handsome, considering his 
years, yet the expression was such as by no means invited con- 
fidence. On the contrary, there was something mysterious and 
gloomy which clouded his brow, though it was a lofty one, and 
a similar expression gleamed in his cold grey eye, and inti- 
mated severity, and even harshness, of disposition. But, not- 
withstanding this repulsive circumstance, the priest had lately 
rendered Philipson a considerable service, by detecting the 
treachery of his hypocritical guide, and the merchant was not 
a man to be startled from his course by any imaginary pre- 
possessions against the looks or manners of any one, or appre- 
hensions of machinations against himself. He only revolved in 
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his mind the singularity attending his destiny, whieh,^ while it 
was necessary for him to appear before the Duke of Burgundy 
in the most conciliatory manner, seemed to force upon him the 
adoption of companions who must needs be obnoxious to that 
prince; and such, he was too. well aware, must be the case with 
the priest of St. PauFs. Having reflected for an instant, he 
courteously accepted the offer of the priest to guide him to 
some place of rest and entertainment, which must be absolutely 
necessary for his horse before he reached Strasburg, even if he 
himself could have dispensed with it. 

The party being thus arranged, the novice brought forth 
the priest s steed, which he mounted with grace and agility, 
and the neophyte, being probably the same whom Arthur had 
represented during his escape from La Ferette, took charge, at 
his master’s command, of the baggage-horse of the Englishman ; 
and crossing himself, with a humble inclination of his head, as 
the priest passed him, he fell into the rear, and seemed to pass 
the time, like the false brother Bartholomew, in telling his 
beads, with an earrmstness which had perhaps more of affected 
than of real piety. The black priest of St. Paul’s, to j udge by the 
glance which he cast upon his novice, seemed to disdain the 
formality of the young man’s devotion. He rode upon a strong 
black horse, more like a warrior’s charger than the ambling 
palfrey of a priest, and the manner in which he managed him 
was entirely devoid of awkwardness and timidity. His pride, 
whatever was its character, was not certainly of a kind alto- 
gether professional, but had its origin in otlier swelling thoughts 
which arose in his mind, to mingle with and enhance the self- 
consequence of a powerful ecclesiastic. 

As Philipson looked on his companion from time to time, 
his scrutinising glance was returned by a haughty smile, which 
seemed to say, ‘ You may gaze on my foim and features, but 
you cannot penetrate my mystery.’ 

The looks of Philipson, which were never known to sink 
before mortal man, seemed to retort, with equal haughtiness, 

* Nor shall you, proud priest, know that you are now in com- 
pany with one whose secret is far more important than thine 
own can be.’ 

At length the priest made some advance towards- conver- 
sation, by allusion to the footing upon which, by a mqtual 
understanding, they seemed lo have placed their intercourse* 

^ We travel then,’ he said, Mike two powerful enchanters, 
each conscious of his own high and secret purpose, each in Im 
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ow^ chariot, of clouds, and neither imparting to his companion 
the direction or purpose of his journey/ 

^Expuse me, father,’ answered Philipson; *I have neither 
asked your purpose nor concealed my own, so far as it concerns 
you. I repeat, I am bound to the presence of the Duke of 
Burgundy, and my object, like that of any other merchant, is 
to dispose of my wares to advantage.’ 

‘Doubtless, it would seem so,’ said the black 4)riest, ‘from 
the extreme attention to your merchandise which you showed 
not above half an hour since, when you knew not whether your 
bales had crossed the river with your son or were remaining 
in your own charge. Are English merchants usually so in- 
different to the sources of their traffic ? ’ 

‘ When their lives are in danger,’ said Philipson, ‘ they are 
sometimes negligent of their fortune.’ 

‘ It is well,’ replied the priest, and again resumed his solitary 
musings, until another half -hour’s travelling brought them to 
a dorfff or village, which the black priest informed Philipson 
was that where he proposed to stop for the night. 

‘The novice,’ he said, ‘will show yoii*the inn, which is of 
good reputation, and where you may lodge with safety. For me, 
I have to visit a penitent in this village, who desires my ghostly 
offices ; perhaps I may see you again this evening, perhaps not 
till the next morning ; at any rate, adieu for the present.’ 

So saying, the priest stepped his •horse, while the novice, 
coming close up to Philipson’s side, conducted him onward 
through the narrow street of the village, whilst the windows 
exhibited here and there a twinkling gleam, announcing that 
the hour of darkness was arrived. Finally, he led the English- 
man through an archway into a sort of courtyard, where there 
stood a car or tw^o of a particular shape, used occasionally by 
women when they travel, and some other vehicles of the same 
kind. Here the young man threw himself from the sumpter- 
horse, and, placing the rein in Philipson’s hand, disappeared 
in the increasing darkness, after pointing to a large but dilapi- 
dated building, along the front of which not a spark of light 
was to be discovered from any of the narrow and numerous 
wiudow^s Avhich were dimly visible in the twilight. 



CHAPTER XIX 

1st Carrier, What, ostler ! — a plague on thee, hast never an eye in thy 
head ? Canst thou not hear ? An 'twere not as good a deed as drink to 
break the pate of thee, I am a very villain. Come, and be hanged. Hast 
thou no faith in thee ? 

Gadshill. I pray thee, lend me thy lantern, to see my gelding in the 
stable. 

2d Carrier. Nay, soft, I pray you — I know a trick worth two of that. 

Gadshill. I prithee lend me thine. 

Zd Carrier. Ay, when ? Canst tell ? Lend thee my lantern, quotha ? 
Marry, 111 see thee hanged first. 

♦ Henry IV. 

The social spirit peculiar to the French nation had already 
introduced into the inns of that country the gay and cheerful 
character of welcome upon which Erasmus, at a later period, 
dwells with strong emphasis, as a contrast to the siiturnine and 
sullen reception which strangers were apt to meet with at a 
German caravansera. Philipson was, therefore, in expectation 
of being received by the busy, civil, and talkative host — by 
the hostess and her daughter, all softness, coquetry, and glee 
— the smiling and supple waiter — the officious and dimpled 
chambermaid. The better inns in France boast also sej)arato 
rooms, where strangers could change or put in order their 
dress, where they might sleep without company in their bed- 
room, and where they could deposit their baggage in privacy 
and safety. But all these luxuries were as yet unknown in 
Germany ; and in Alsace, where the scene now lies, as well as 
in the other dependencies of the Empire, they regarded as 
effeminacy everything beyond such provisions as were absolutely 
necessary for the supply of the wants of travellers ; and even ^ 
these were coarse and indifferent, and, excepting in the article 
of wine, sparingly ministered. 

The Englishman, finding that no one appeared at the gate, 
began to make his presence known by calling' aloud, and 
by alighting, and smiting with all his might on the doors oi 
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the hostelry for a long time, without attracting the least at* 
, tention. At length the head of a grizzled servitor was thrust 
out at a small window, who, in a voice which sounded like 
that of one displeased at the interruption, rather than hopeful 
of advantage from the arrival of a guest, demanded what he 
wanted. 

‘ Is this an inn ? * replied Philipson. 

* Yes,^ bluntly replied the domesl^ic, and was about to with- 
draw from the window, when the traveller added — 

‘ And if it be, can I have lodgings ? ’ 

‘ You may come in,' was the short and dry answer. 

‘Send some one to take the horses,' replied Philipson. 

‘No one is at leisure,' replied this most repulsive of waiters; 
‘you must litter dowri your horses yourself, in the way that 
likes you best.' 

‘ Where is the stable ? ' said the merchant, whose prudence 
and temper were scarce proof against this Dutch phlegm. 

The fellow, who seemed as sparing of his words as if, like 
the princess in the fairy tale, he had dropjjed ducats with each 
of them, only pointed to a door in an outer building, more 
resembling that of a cellar than of a stable, and, as if weary of 
the conference, drew in his head, and shut the window sharply 
against the guest, as he would against an importunate beggar. 

Cursing the spirit of independence which left a traveller to 
his own resources and exertions, Philipson, making a virtue of 
necessity, led the two nags towards the door pointed out as 
that of the stable, and was rejoiced at heart to see light glim- 
mering through its chinks. He entered with his charge into 
a place very like the dungeon vault of an ancient castle, rudely 
fitted up with some racks and mangers. It was of considerable 
extent in point of length, and at the lower end two or three 
persons were engaged in tying up their horses, dressing them, 
and dispensing them tlieir provender. 

This last article was delivered by the ostler, a very old lame 
man, who neither put his hand to wisp or curry-comb, but sat 
weighing forth hay by the pound, and counting out corn, as it 
seemed, by the grain, so afixiously did he bend over his task, 
by the aid of a blinking light inclosed within a horn lantern. 
He did not even turn his head at the noise which the English- 
man made on entering the place with two additional horses, 
lar loss did he seem disposed to ^ve himscT the least trouble, 
Oir the stranger the smallest assistance. 

In respect of cleanliness, the stable of Augeas bore no small 
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resembliuice to that of this Alsatian dorff, and it i^ould hiye 
an exploit worthy of Hercules to have restored it to such 
^ a state of cleanliness as would have made it barely decent in 
the eyes, and tolerable to the nostrils, of the punctilious Eng-^ 
lishman. But this was a matter which disgusted Philij^im 
himself much more than those of his party which were prihoi- 
pally concerned. ‘ They, videlicet the two, horses, seeming per- 
fectly to understand that the rule of the place was ‘ first come, 
first served,* hastened to occupy the empty stalls which hap- 
pened to be n^rest to them. In this one of them at least was 
disappointed, being received by a groom with a blow across the 
face with a switch. 

‘Take that,* said the fellow, ‘for forcing thyself into the 
place taken up for the horses of the Baron of Randelsheim.* 

Never in the course of his life had the English merchant 
more pain to retain possession of .his temper than at that 
moment. Reflecting, however, on the discredit of quarrelling 
with such a man in such a cause, ho contented himself with 
placing the animal, thus repulsed from the stall he had chosen, 
into one next to that of his companion, to which no one seemed 
to lay cjaim. 

The merchant then proceeded, notwithstanding the fatigue 
of the day, to pay all that attention to the mute companions 
of his journey which they deserve from every traveller who 
has any share of prudence, to say nothing of humanity. The 
unusual degree of trouble which Philipson took to arrange his 
horses, although his di'ess, and much more his demeanour, 
seemed to place him above this species of servile labour, 
appeared to make an impression even upon the iron insensi- 
bility of the old ostler himself. He showed some alacrity in 
furnishing the traveller, who knew the business of a groom so 
well, with com, straw, and hay, though in small quantity, and 
at exorbitant rates, which were instantly to be paid ; nay, he 
even went as far as the door of the stable, that he might point 
across the 'court to the well, from which Philipson was obliged 
to fetch water with his own hands. The duties of the stabl<^ 
being finished, the merchant concluded that he bfitd gained such, 
an interest with the grim master of the bouse as to leatta <4 
him whether he migh? leave his bales safely in the stable. 

‘You, may leave them if you will,* said the ostler; ‘b# 
touching their safety you wiH do much more wisely if you tafce 
them with you, and give no temptation to any one by suffering- 
them to pass from under your own eyes.* 
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So saying, the man of oats closed his oracular jaws, nor could 
he be prevailed upon to unlock theih again by any inquiry 
which his customer could devise. 

Ih the course of this cold and comfortless reception, Philip- 
son recollected the necessity of supporting the character of a 
prudent and wary trader, which he had forgotten once before 
in the course of the day; and, imitating what he saw the 
others do, who had been, like himself, engaged in taking charge 
of .their horses, he took up his baggage and removed himself 
and his property to the inn. Here he was suffered to enter, 
rather than admitted, into the general or public stuhcj or room 
of entertainment, which, like the ark of the patriarch, received 
all ranks without distinction, whether clean or unclean. 

The stuhe of a German inn derived its name from the great 
hypocaust, or stove, which is always strongly heated to secure 
the warmth of the apartment in which it is placed. There 
travellers of every age and description assembled ; there their 
upper garments were indiscriminately hung up around the 
stove to dry or to air ; and the guests themselves were seen 
employed in various acts of ablution or personal arrangement, 
which arc generally, in modern times, referred to .the privacy 
of the dressing-room. 

The more refined feelings of the Englishman were disgusted 
with this scene, and he was reluctant to mingle in it. For this 
reason he inquired for the private retueat of the landlord him- 
self, trusting that, by some of the arguments powerful among 
his tribe, he might obtain separate quarters from the crowd, 
and a morsel of food to be eaten in private. A grey-haired 
Ganymede, to whom ho put the question where the landlord 
was, indicated a recess behind the huge stove, where, veiling 
his glory in a very dark and extremely hot corner, it pleased 
the great man to obscure liimself from vulgar gaze. There 
was something remarkable about this person. Short, stout, 
bandy-legged, and consequential, he was in these respects like 
many brethren of the profession in all countries. But the 
countenance of the man, and still more his manners, differed 
more from the merry host of France or England than even 
the experienced Pliilipson was prepared to expect. He knew 
• German customs too well to expect the suppliant and service- 
Abie qualities of the master of a French inn, or even the more 
blunt and frank manners of an ^aiglish landlord. But such 
Geiroan innkeepers as he had yet seen, though indeed arbitrary 

jperemptoty in their country fashions, yet, being humoured 
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, in the^ they, like tyrants in their hours of relaxation, dealt 
kindly with the guests over whom their sway extended, and 
mitigated, by jest and jollity, the harshness of their absolute 
power. But this man’s brow was like a tragic volume, in 
which you were as unlikely to find anything of jest or amuse- 
ment as in a hermit’s breviary. His answers were short, sudden 
[sullen], and repulsive, and the air and manner with which they 
were delivered was as surly as their tenor, which will appear 
from the following dialogue betwixt him and his guest : — 

‘Good host,’ said Philipson, in the mildest tone he could 
assume, I am fatigued, and far from well — may I request to 
have a separate apartment, a cup of wine, and a morsel of food 
in my private chamber ? ’ 

‘ You may,’ answered the landlord, but with a look strangely 
at variance with the apparent acquiescence which his words 
naturally implied. 

* Let me have such accommodation, then, with your earliest 
convenience.’ 

‘ Soft ! ’ replied t\ie innkeeper. ‘ I have said that you may 
request these things, but not that I would grant them. If 
you would .insist on being served differently from others, it 
must be at another inn than mine.’ 

‘ Well, then,’ said the traveller, ‘ I will shift without supper 
for a night — nay, more, I will be content to pay for a supper 
which I do not eat — if you will cause me to be accommodated 
with a private apartment ? ’ 

‘Signior traveller,’ said# the innkeeper, ‘every one here must 
be accommodated as well as you, since all pay alike. Whoso 
comes to this house of entertainment must eat as others eat, 
drink as others drink, sit at table with the rest of my guests, 
and go to bed when the company have done drinking.’ 

‘All this,’ said Philipson, humbling himself where anger 
would have been ridiculous, ‘ is highly reasonable ; and I do 
not oppose myself to your laws or customs. But,’ added he, 
taking his purse from his girdle, ‘ sickness craves some privi- 
lege ; and when the patient is willing to pay for it, methinka 
the rigour of your laws may admit of some mitigation ? ’ 

‘ I keep an inn, sigpior, and not an hospital. If you remain 
here, you shall be served with the same attention as others ; 
if you are not willing to do as others do, leave my house 
seek another inn.’ 

On receiving this decisive rebuff, Philipson gave up the coJh 
test, aud retired from the sanctum sanctorum of his ungradous 
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host, to await the arrival of supper, penned up ‘ like a bullock ; 
in a pound, amongst the crowded inhabitants of the stuhe. 
Some of these, exhausted by fatigue, snored away the interval 
between their own arrival and that of the expected repkst; 
others conversed together on the news of the country; and 
others again played at dice, or such games as might serve to 
consume the time. The company were of various ranks, from 
those who were apparently wealthy and well-appointed to 
some whose garments and manners indicated that they were 
but just beyond the grasp of poverty. 

A begging friar, a man apparently of a gay and pleasant 
temper, approached Philipson, and engaged him in conversa- 
tion. The Englishman was well enough acquainted wdth the 
world to be aware that whatever of his character and purpose 
it was desirable to conceal would be best hidden under a 
sociable and open demeanour. He, therefore, received the 
friar’s approaches graciously, and conversed with him upon the 
state of Lorraine, and the interest which the Duke of Bur- 
gundy’s attempt to seize that fief into his j3wn hands was likely 
to create both in France and Germany. On these subjects, 
satisfied with hearing his fellow-traveller’s sentiments, Philip- ‘ 
son expressed no opinion of his own, but, after receiving such 
intelligence as the friar chose to communicate, preferred rather 
to talk upon tlie geography of the country, the facilities 
afforded to commerce, and the rules which obstructed or 
favoured trade. 

While he was thus engaged in the conversation which 
seemed most to belong to his profession, the landlord suddenly 
entered the room, and, mounting on the head of an old barrel, 
glanced his eye slowly and steadily round the crowded apart- 
ment, and when he liad completed his survey, pronounced in a 
decisive tone the double command — ‘ Shut the gates. Spread 
the table.’ t 

‘The Baron St. Antonio be praised,’ said the friar, ‘our 
landlord has given up hope of any more guests to-night, until 
which blessed time we might have starved for want of food 
before he had relieved us.* Ay, here comes the cloth ; the old 

f ates of the courtyard are now bolted fast enough, and when 
an Mengs has once said, “Shut the gates,” the stranger may 
knock on the outside as he will, but we may rest assured that 
it shall not be opened to him.’ * 

‘ Meinherr Mengs maintains strict discipline in his house,' 
m\d the Englishman. 



. *As absolute as the Duke of Burgundy/ answered the friar. 
^ .After ten o’clock, no admittance: the “seek another inn/* 
which is before that a conditional hint, becomes, after the 
clock has struck and the watchmen have begun their roitnds, 
an absolute order of exclusion. He that is without remaius 
without, and he that is within must, in like manner, continue 
there until the gates open at break of day. Till then the 
house is almost like a beleaguered citadel, John Mengs its 
seneschal ’ 

‘And we its captives, good father,* said Philipson. ‘Well, 
content am I ; a wise traveller must submit to the control of 
the leaders of the people when he travels, and I hope a goodly 
fat potentate like John Mengs will bo as clement as his station 
and dignity admit of.* 

While they were talking in this manner, the aged waiter, 
with many a weary sigh and many a groan, had drawn out 
certain boards by which a table that stood in the midst of the 
sti^e had the capacity of being extended, so as to contain the 
company present, %nd covered it with a cloth, which was 
neither distinguished by extreme cleanliness nor fineness of 
texture. On this table, when it had been accommodated to 
receive the necessary number of guests, a wooden trencher and 
spoon, together with a glass drinking*cup, were placed before 
each, he being expected to serve himself with his own knife for 
the other purposes of the table. As for forks, they were 
unknown until a much later period, all the Europeans of that 
day making the same use of the fingers to select their morsels 
and transport them to the mouth which the Asiatics now 
practise. 

The board was no sooner arranged than the hungry guests 
hastened to occupy their seats around it ; for which purpose 
the sleepers were awakened, the dicers resigned their game, and 
the idlers and politicians broke off their tiige debates, in ord^r 
to secure their station at the supper- table, and be readj to 
perform their part in the interesting solemnity which seen^ 
about to take place. But there is much between the cup and 
the lip, and not less sometimes between the covering of a table 
and the placing food ,upon it. The guests sat in order, each 
with his knife drawn, already menacing the victuals whie^ 
were still subject to the ojjerations of the cook; They h^" 
waited with various degrees of patience for - full half an 
when at length the Old attendant before menrionOd 
with a pitcher of thin Moselle wine, so light and iso shil^ 
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that Philipson put down his cup with every tooth in 
his bead set on edge by the slender portion which he had 
shallowed. The landlord, John Mengs, who had assumed a 
seat somewhat elevated at the head of the table, did not omit 
to observe this mark of insubordination, and to animadvert 
upon it. 

‘The wine likes you not, I think, my master?' said he to 
the English merchant. . • 

‘ For wine, no,' answered Philipson ; ‘ but could I see any- 
thing requiring such sauce, I have seldom seen better vinegar.' 

This jest, though uttered in the most calm and composed 
manner, seemed to drive the innkeeper to fury. 

‘Who are you,' he exclaimed, ‘for a foreign pedlar, that 
ventures to quarrel with my wine, which has been approved of 
by so many princes, dukes, reigning dukes, graves, rhinegraves, 
counts, barons, and knights of the Empire, whose shoes you 
are altogether unworthy even to' clean ? Was it not of this 
wine that the Count Palatine of Nimmersatt drank six quarts 
before he ever rose from the blessed chair jn which I now sit V 
‘ I doubt it not, mine host,' said Philipson ; ‘ nor should I 
think of scandalising the sobriety of your honourable guest, 
even if he had drunken twice the quantity.’ 

‘ Silence, thou malicious railer 1 ' said the host ; ‘ and let 
instant apology be made to me and the wine which you have 
calumniated, or I will instantly command the supper to be 
postponed till midnight.' 

Here there was a general alarm among the guests, all abjur- 
ing any part in the censures of Philipson, and most of them 
proposing that John Mengs should avenge himself on the actual 
culprit by turning him instantly out of doors, rather than in- 
volve so many innocent and famished persons in the conse- 
quences of his guilt. The wine they pronounced excellent; 
sqm^ two or three even drank their glass out to make their 
"words good ; and they all offered, if not with lives and fortunes, 
At least with hands and feet, to support the ban of the house 
Against the contumacious Englishman. While petition and 
V^t^onstrance were assailing John Mengs on every side, the 
Marj like a wise counsellor and a trusty friend, endeavoured 
•to end the feud by advising Philipson to submit to the host's 
sovereignty. ^ 

‘Humble thyself, my son,' he said : ‘bend the stubbornness 
of, thy heart before the great lord of the spigot and butt. I 
for the sake of others as well as my own; for Heaven 
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knows how much longer they or I can endure this ex- 
tenuating fast ! ’ 

‘Worthy guests/ said Philipson, ‘I am grieved to have 
offended our respected host, and am so far from objecting to 
the wine, that I will pay for a double flagon of it, to be served 
all round to this honourable company — so, only, they do not 
ask me to share of it.^ 

These last words were spoken aside; but the Englishman 
could not fail to perceive, from the wry mouths of some of the 
party who were possessed of a nicer palate, that they were as 
much afraid as himself of a repetition of the acid potation. 

The friar next addressed the company with a proposal that 
the foreign merchant, instead of being amerced in a measure 
of the liquor which he had scandalised, should be mulcted in 
an equal quantity of the more generous wines which were 
usually produced after the repast had been concluded. In this 
mine host, as well as the guests, found their advantage ; 0,nd, 
as Philipson made no objection, the proposal was unanimously 
adopted, and John Mengs gave, from his seat of dignity, the 
signal for supper to be served. 

The long-expected meal appeared, and there was twice as 
much time employed in consuming as there had been in ex- 
pecting it. The articles of which the supper consisted, as well 
as the mode of serving them up, were as much calculated to 
try the patience of the^ company as the delay which had pre- 
ceded its appearance. Messes of broth and vegetables followed 
in succession, with platters of meat sodden and roasted, of 
which each in its turn took a formal course around the ample 
table, and was specially subjected to every one in rotation. 
Black puddings, hung beef, dried fish, also made the circuit, 
with various condiments, called botargo, caviare, and similar 
names, composed of the roes of fish mixed with spices, and the 
like preparations, calculated to awaken thirst and encourage 
deep drinking. Flagons of wine accompanied these stimulating 
dainties'. The liquor was so superior in flavour and strenj^i 
to the ordinary wine which had awakened so much controveiNtyj 
that it might be objected to on the^ opposite account, being 
heady, fiery, and strong that, in spite of the rebuffs whioli ;^ 
criticism had already procured, Philipson ventured to 
some cold water to allay it. 

‘You are too difficult to^'please, sir guest,’ replied the land- 
lord, again bending upon the Englishman a stem and 
brow ; ‘if you find the wine too strong in my house, jthe 
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to ftllay its strength is to drink the less. It is indifferent to 
us whether you drink or not, so you pay the reckoning of those 
^ feilpws who do.’ And he laughed a gruff laugh. 

Philipson was about to reply, but the friar, retaining kis 
cbaracter of mediator, plucked him by the cloak, and entreated 
him to forbear. * You do not understand the ways of the place,’ 
said he : * it is not here as in the hostelries of England and 
France, where each guest calls for ,what he desires^for his own 
use, and where he pays for what he has required, and for no 
more. Here we proceed on a broad principle of equality and 
fraternity. No one asks for anything in particular; but such 
provisions as the host thinks sufficient are set down before all 
indiscriminately ; and as with the feast, so is it with the reckon- 
ing. All pay their proportions alike, without reference to the 
quantity of wine which one may have swallowed more than 
another; and thus the sick and infirm, nay, the female and 
the child, pay the same as the hungry peasant and strolling 
lanzknecht.’ 

‘ It seems an unequal custom,’ said Philipson ; ‘ but travellers 
are not to judge. So that, when a reckoning is called, every 
one, I am to understand, pays alike ? ’ 

‘Such is the rule,’ said the friar — ‘excepting, perhaps, some 
poor brother of our own order, whom Our Lady and St. Francis 
send into such a scene as this that good Christians may bestow 
their alms upon him, and so make a step on their road to 
Heaven.’ 

The first words of this speech were spoken in the open and 
independent tone in which the friar had begun the conversa- 
tion ; the last sentence died away into the professional whine 
of mendicity proper to the convent, and at once apprised Philip- 
son at what price he was to pay for the friar’s counsel and 
inediation. Having thus explained the custom of the country, 
gpod Father Gratian turned to illustrate it by his example, and, 
haying no objection to the new service of wine on account 
of its strength, he selhied well disposed to signalise himself 
amongst some stout topers, who, by drinking deeply, appeared 
determined to have full pennyworths for their share of the 
reckoning. The good wine gradually did its office, and even 
the host relaxed his sullen and grim features, and smiled to 
see the kindling flame of hilarity catch from one to another, 
at length embrace almost all hhe numerous guests at the 
except a few who were too temperate to partake 
4<e0^1y of the wine, or too fastidious to enter into the discus- 

■' i6 ^ : 
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‘ to which it gave rise, Ou these the host cast, from ti^j^l^ 
to time, a sullen and displeased eyO. 

Philipson, who was reserved and silent, both in consequeoOO 
of his abstinence from the wine-pot and his unwillingneaai to 
mix in conversation with strangers, was looked upon by the 
landlord as a defaulter in both particulars ; and as he aroused 
his own sluggish nature with the fiery wine, Mengs began to 
throw out obscure hints about* kill-joy, mar-company, spoil- 
sport, and such -like epithets, which were plainly directed 
against the Englishman. Philipson replied, with the utmost 
equanimity, that*he was perfectly sensible that his spirits did 
not at this moment render him an agreeable member of a merry 
company, and that, with the leave of those present, he would 
withdraw to his sleeping-apartment, and wish them all a good 
evening, sCnd continuance to their mirth. 

But this very reasonable proposal, as it might have else- 
where seemed, contained in it treason against the laws of 
German compotation. 

‘ Who are you,’ said John Mengs, ‘ who presume to leave the 
table before the reckoning is called and settled ? Sa/ppermmt 
der Teufel ! we are not men upon whom such an offence is to be 
put with impunity. You may exhibit your polite pranks in 
Ram’s Alley if you will, or in Eastcheap, or in Smithfield ; but 
it shall not be in John Mengs’s Golden Fleece, nor will I suffer 
one guest to go to bed 'to blink out of the reckoning, and so 
cheat nie and all the rest of my company.’ 

Philipson looked round to gather the sentiments of the com- 
pany, but saw no encouragement to appeal to their judgment. 
Indeed, many of them had little judgment left to appeal to, 
and those who paid any attention to the matter at all were 
some quiet old soakers, who were already beginning to think of 
the reckoning, and were disposed to agree with the host in 
considering the English merchant as a flincher, who was det^* 
mined to evade payment of what might be drunk after left 
the room; so that John Mengs receiv^ the applause of the 
whole company when he concluded his triumpliant denun<toiNi0i 
againsti Philipson. * 

* Yes, sir, you may withdraw if you please ; bu^ Fotz 
it shall not be for this time to seek for another inn, bnt 
courtyard shall you go, and no further, there to mafcA 
bed upon the stable litter ; *knd good enough for the tnenJ 
will needs be the first to break up good company/ ^ 

‘It is well said, my jovial host,’' said a ri^ 
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®ati$boii; ‘and here are Bome six of us, more or less, who 
Ijrill stand by you to maintain the good old customs of Ger- 
mAtxy, and the — umph — laudable and — and praiseworthy rules 
of the Golden Fleece.’ 

‘Nay, be not angry, sir,’ said Philipson; ‘yourself and your 
three companions, whom the good wine has multiplied into six, 
shall have your own way of ordering the matter ; and since you 
will not permit me to go to bed, I trust that you Vill ‘take no 
ofience if I fall asleep in my chair.’ 

*How say you? what think you, mine host?’ said the 
citizen from Ratisbon ; ‘ may the gentleipan, being drunk, as 
you see he is, smce he cannot tell that three and one make 
six — I say, may he, being drunk, sleep in the elbow-chair ? ’ 

. This question introduced a contradiction on the part of the 
host, who contended that three and one made four, not six; 
and this again produced a retort from the Ratisbon trader. 
Other clamours rose at the same time, and were at length with 
difficulty silenced by the stanzas of a chorus song of mirth and 
good fellowship, which the friar, now become somewhat oblivious 
of the rule of St. Francis, thundered forth with better good-will 
than he ever sung a canticle of King David. Under cover of 
this tumult, Philipson drew himself a little aside, and though 
he felt it impossible to sleep, as he had proposed, was yet 
enabled to escape the reproachful gljinces with which John 
Mengs distinguished all those who did not call for w’ine loudly, 
and drink it lustily. His thoughts roamed far from the stube 
of the Golden Fleece, and upon matter very different from that 
which was discussed around him, when his attention was sud- 
denly recalled by a loud and continued knocking on the door 
of the hostelry. 

‘ What have we here ? ’ said John Mengs, his nose reddening 
with very indignation — ‘who the foul fiend presses on the 
Golden Fleece at such an hour, as if he thundered at the door 
of a bordel ? To the turret window some one — Geoffrey, knave 
ostler, or thou, old Timothy, tell the rash man there is no 
admittance into the Golden Fleece save at timeous hours.’ 

The men went as they were directed, and might be heard 
in thp $tube vying with each other in the positive denial which 
gave to the ill-fated guest, who was pressing for admission. 
Tlfeey returned, however, to inform Jiheir master that they were 
to overcome the obstinacy of tlie stranger, who refused 
l^tively to depart until he had an interview with Mengs 
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Wroth was the master of the Golden Fleece at this ill- 
omened pertinacity, and his indignation extended, like a fieiy 
exhalation, from his nose, all over the adjacent regions of his 
cheeks and brow. He started from his chair, grasped in his 
hand a stout stick, which seemed his ordinary sceptre or leading 
staff of command, and muttering something concerning cudgels 
for the shoulders of fools, and pitchers of fair or foul water for 
the drenchifig of their ears, he marched off to the window 
which looked into the court, and left his guests nodding, wink- 
ing, and whispering to each other, in full expectation of hearing 
the active demonstrations of his wrath. It happened otherwise, 
however; for, after the exchange of a few indistinct words, 
they were astonished when they heard the noise of the un- 
bolting and unbarring of the gates of the inn, and presently 
after the footsteps of men upon the stairs ; and the landlord 
entering, with an appearance of clumsy courtesy, prayed those 
assembled to make room for an honoured guest, who came, 
though late,, to add to their numbers. A tall, dark form 
followed, muffled in<a travelling -cloak ; on laying aside which, 
Philipson at once recognised his late fellow-traveller, the black 
priest of St. PauFs. 

Thfere was in the circumstance itself nothing at all surpris- 
ing, since it was natural that a landlord, however coarse and 
insolent to ordinary guests, might yet show deference to an 
ecclesiastic, whether from his rank in the church or from his 
reputation for sanctity. But what did appear surprising to 
Philipson was the effect produced by the entrance of this 
unexpected guest. He seated himself, without hesitation, at 
the highest place of the board, from which John Mengs had 
dethroned the aforesaid trader from Katisbon, notwithstanding 
his zeal for ancient German customs, his steady adherence and 
loyalty to the Golden Fleece, and his propensity to' brimming 
goblets. The priest took instant and unscrupulous possession 
of his seat of honour, after some negligent reply to the host^s 
unwonted courtesy ; when it seemed that the effect of his long 
black vestments, in place of the slashed and flounced coa^t of 
his predecessor, as well as of the cold grey eye with which he 
slowly reviewed the company, in some degree resembled 
of the fabulous Gorgon, and if it did not literally convert those 
who looked upon it into stoipe, there was yet something petari- 
fying in the steady, unmoved glance with which he seemed to 
survey them, looking as if desirous of reading their ve^sr. 
Inmost souls, and passing from one to another, as if 
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upon whom he looked in succession was unworthy of longer 
consideration. 

Philipson felt, in his turn, that momentary examination, in 
which, however, there mingled nothing that seemed to convey 
recognition. All the courage and composure of the English- 
man could not prevent an unpleasant feeling while under this 
mysterious man’s eye, so that he felt a relief when it passed 
from him and rested upon another 'of the company, who seemed 
in turn to acknowledge the chilling effects of that freezing 
glance. The noise of intoxicated mirth and drunken disputa- 
tion, the clamorous argument, and the still more boisterous 
laugh, which had been suspended on the priest’s entering the 
eating -apartment, now, after one or two vain attempts to 
resume them, died away, as if the feast had been changed to a 
funeral, and the jovial guests had been at once converted into 
the lugubrious mutes who attend on such solemnities. One 
little rosy-faced man, who afterwards proved to be a tailor 
from Augsburg, ambitious, perhaps, of showing a degree of 
courage not usually supposed consistent* with his effeminate 
trade, made a bold effort ; and yet it. was with a timid and 
restrained voice that he called on the jovial friar to renew his 
song. But whether it was that he did not dare to venture on 
an uncanonical pastime in presence of a brother in orders, or 
whether he had some other reason for declining the invitation, 
the merry churchman hung his head* and shook it with such 
an expressive air of melancholy, that the tailor drew back as if 
he had been detected in cabbaging from a cardinal’s robes, or 
cribbing the lace of some cope or altar gown. In short, the 
revel was hushed into deep silence, and so attentive were the 
company to what should arrive next, that the bells of the 
village church, striking the first hour after midnight, made the 
guests start as if they heard them rung backwards to announce 
an assault or conflagration. The black priest, who had taken 
some slight and hasty repast, which the host had made no kind 
of objection to supplying him with, seemed to think the bells, 
which announced the service of lauds, being the first after 
midnight, a proper signal *f or breaking up the party. 

**We have eaten,’ he said, ‘that we may support life; let us 
pifay, that wo may be fit to meet death, which waits upon life as 
surely as night upon day, or thg shadow upon the sunbeam, 
though we know not when or from whence it is to come 
Upon us.’ 

The company, as if mechanically, bent their uncovered 
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hiiiids, while the priest said, with his' deep and solemn voie^ 
a Latin prayer, expressing thanks to God for proteqtion 
throughout the day, and entreating for its continuance du^hg 
the witching hours which were to pass ere the day agam 
commenced. The hearers bowed their heads in token of 
acquiescence in the holy petition; and, when they raised 
them, the black priest of St. Paulas had followed the host 
out of the apartment, probably to that which was destined for 
his repose. His absence was no sooner perceived than signs 
and nods, and even whispers, were exchanged between the 
guests; but no one spoke above his breath, or in such con- 
nected manner as that Philipson could understand anything 
distinctly from them. He himself ventured to ask the friar, 
who sat near him, observing at the same time the undertone 
which seemed to be fashionable for the moment, whether the 
worthy ecclesiastic who had left them was not the priest of St. 
Paul’s, in the frontier town of La Ferette. 

* And if you know it is he,’ said the friar, with a countenance 
and a tone from which all signs of intoxication were suddenly 
banished, ‘ why do you ask of me ? ’ 

‘ Because,’ said the merchant, ‘ I would willingly . learn the 
spell which so suddenly converted so many merry tipplers into 
men of sober manners, and a jovial company into a convent of 
Carthusian friars V 

‘Friend,’ said the friar, ‘thy discourse savoureth mightily 
of asking after what thou knowest right well. But I am no 
such silly duck as to be taken by a decoy. If thou knowest 
the black priest, thou qanst not be ignorant of the terrors which 
attend his presence, and that it were safer to pass a broad jest 
in the holy house of Loretto than where he shows himself.’ 

So saying, and as if desirous of avoiding further discourse, 
he withdrew to a distance from Philipson. 

At the same moment the landlord again appeared, and, with 
more of the usual manners of a publican than he had hitherto 
exhibited, commanded his waiter, Geoffrey, to hand round to 
the company a sleeping*drink, or pillow-cup, of diatllled water, 
mingled with spices, which was indeed as good as Philipson 
himself had ever tasted. John Mengs, in the meanwhile, with 
somewhat of more deference, expressed to his guests a 
that'his entertainment had given satisfaction ; but this Waa in 
so careless a manner, and he^seemed so conscious of deserving 
the affirmative .which was expressed on all hands, that it 
caina obvious there was very little humility in pinpoc^iitg 
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The old oian, Timothy, was in the meantime muster- 
the guests, and marking with chalk on the bbt^m^ of a 
tirenoher the reckoning, the particulars of which were indicated 
Tby certain conventional hieroglyphics, while he showed’ on 
another the division of the sum total among the company, and 
proceeded to collect an equal share of it from each. When 
the fatal trencher, in which each man paid down his money> 
approached the jolly friar, his countenance seeniecj to be some- 
what changed. He cast a piteous look towards Philipson, as 
the person from whom he had the most hope of relief ; and 
our merchant, though displeased with the manner in which he 
had held back from his confidence, yet not unwilling in a strange 
country to incur a little expense in the hope of making a useful 
acquaintance, discharged the mendicant^s score as well as his 
own. The poor friar paid his thanks in many a blessing in 
good German and bad Latin ; but the host cut them short, for, 
approaching Philipson with a candle in his hand, he offered his 
own services to show him where he might sleep, and even had 
the condescension to carry his mail, or portmanteau, with his 
own landlordly hands. * 

‘You take too much trouble, mine host,^ said the merchant, 
somewhat surprised at the change in the manner of John Mengs, 
who had hitherto contradicted him at every word. 

‘I cannot take too much, pains for a guest, ^ was the reply, 
‘ whom my venerable friend the priest*of St. Paul’s hath especi- 
ally Recommended to my charge.’ 

He then opened the door of a small bedroom, prepared for 
the occupation of a guest, and said to ^ Philipson — ‘ Here you 
may rest till to-morrow at what hour you will, and for as many 
days more as you incline. The key will secure your wares 
against theft or pillage of any kind. I do not this for every 
one ; for, if my guests wore every one to have a bed to himself, 
the next thing they would demand might be a separate table ; 
and then there would be an end of the good old German customs^ 
and we should be as foppish and frivolous as our neighbours.’ 

He placed the portmanteau on the floor, and seemed about 
to leave the apartment, when, turning about, he began a sort 
ipf; apology for the rudeness of his former behaviour. 

) v v trust there is no misunderstanding between us, my worthy 

You might as well expect to see one of our bears come 
an4 do tricks like a jackana{)es, as one of us stubborn old 
tj^iah^ns play the feats of a French or an Italian host. Yet I 
Jriitoy you to note that, if our behaviour is rude, our charges are 
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honest, and our articles what they profess to be. We xJo not 
^X|^ect' to make Moselle pass for Bhenish by dint of a boW and 
a grin, nor will we sauce your mess with poison, like the wily 
Italian, and call you all the time Illmtrimmo and Magnijko* 

He seemed in these words to have exhausted his rhetoric, 
for, when they were spoken, he turned abruptly and left the 
apartment. 

Philipson«.was thus deprived of another opportunity to in- 
quire who or what this ecclesiastic could be that had exercised 
such influence on all who approached him. He felt, indeed, 
no desire to prolong a conference with John Mengs, though he 
had laid aside in such a considerable degree his rude and re- 
pulsive manners ; yet he longed to know who this man could 
be who had power with a word to turn aside the daggers of 
Alsatian banditti, habituated as they were, like most borderers, 
to robbery and pillage, and to change into civility the proverbial 
rudeness of a German innkeeper. Such were the reflections of 
Philipson, as he doffed his clothes to take his much -needed 
repose, after a day^of fatigue, danger, and difficulty, on the 
pallet afforded by the hospitality of the Golden Fleece, in the 
RheinthaL 



CHAPTER XX 

Macbeth, How now, ye secret, black, and midnight hags I 
What is’t ye do ? 

Witches, A deed without a name. 

Macbeth, 

Wb have said in the conclusion of the last chapter that, after 
a day of unwonted fatigue and extraordinary excitation, the 
merchant Philipson naturally expected to forget so many 
agitating passages in that deep and profound repose which is 
at once the consequence and the cure of ^extreme exhaustion. 
But he was no sooner laid on his lowly pallet than he felt that 
the bodily machine, over-laboured by so much exercise, was 
little disposed to the charms of. sleep. The mind had been too 
much excited, the body was far too feverish, to suffer him to 
partake of needful rest. His anxiety about the safety of his 
son, his conjectures concerning the issue of his mission to the 
Duke ‘ of Burgundy, and a thousand other thoughts which re- 
called past events, or speculated on those which were to come, 
rushed upon his mind like the waves of a perturbed sea, and 
prevented all tendency to repose. He had been in bed about 
an hour, and sleep had not yet approached his couch, when he 
felt that the pallet on which he lay was sinking below him, and 
that he w^as in the act of descending along with it he knew not 
whither. The sound of ropes and pullies was also indistinctly 
. heard, though every caution had been taken to make them run 
smooth; and the traveller, by feeling around him, became 
sensible that he and the bed on which he lay had been spread 
upon a large trap-door, which was capable of being let down 
intp’the vaults or apartments beneath. 

, Philipson felt fear in circumstances so well qualified to pro- 
duce it; for how could he hope^ safe termination to an ad- 
’ tUUture wMoh had begun so strangely ? But his apprehensions 
wure those of a brave, ready-witted man, who, even in the 
extremity of danger which appeared to surround him, preserved 
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i^U presence of mind. His desoent seemed to be (^utiOiieTy 
managed, smd he held himself in readiness to start his feet 
and defend himself as soon as he should be once more upon 
firm ground. Although somewhat advanced in years, he, was 
a man of great personal vigour *and activity, and unless iaken 
at advantage, which no doubt was at present much to be appre^ 
bended, he was likely to make a formidable defence; His plan 
of resistance^ however, had been anticipated. He no sooner 
reached the bottom of the vault, dowmto which he was lowered, 
than two men, who had been waiting there till the operation was 
completed, laid hands on him from either side, and, forcibly pre- 
venting him from starting up as he intended, cast a rope over 
his arms, and made him a prisoner as elFectually as when he 
was in the dungeons of La Ferette. He was obliged, there- 
fore, to remain passive and unresisting, and await the termina- 
tion of this formidable adventure. Secured as he was, he could 
only turn bis head from one side to the other ; and it was with 
joy that he^ at length saw lights twinkle, but they appeared at 
a great distance from him. 

From the irregular manner in which these scattered lights 
advanced, sometimes keeping a straight line, sometimes mixing 
and crossing each other, it might be inferred that the sub- 
terranean vault in which they‘appeared was of very consider- 
able extent. Their number also increased; and as they col- 
lected more together, Phvlipson could perceive that the lights 
proceeded from many torches, borne by men muffled in black 
cloaks, like mourners at a funeral, or the black friars of St. 
Francis’s [Dominic’s] order, wearing their cowls drawn over their 
heads, so as to conceal their features. They appeared anxiously 
engaged in measuring off a portion of the apartment; and, 
while occupied in that employment, they sung, in the ancient 
German language, rhymes more rude than Philipson could well 
understand, but which may be imitated thus : — 

Measurers of good and evil, 

Bring the square, the line, the level ; 

Rear the altar, dig the trench ; 

Blood both stone and ditch shall drench. 

Cubits six, from end to end, 

Must the /atal bench extend ; 

Cnbifs six, from side to side, 

Judge and culprit must divide. 

On the east the«court assembles, 

On the west the aooitsed trembles ; ’ 

Answer, brethren, all and one, 

Is the ritual rightly done 1 
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^ A deep chorus seemed to reply to the question. Many, 
Voices joined in ii^ as well of persons already in the subter- 
ranean vault as of others who as yet remained without in 
various galleries and passages which communicated with it, 
and whom Philipson now presumed to be very numerous. The 
answer chanted run as follows : — 

On life and soul, on blood and bone, 

One for all, and all for one,- * 

We warrant this is rightly done. 

The original strain was then renewed in the same manner 
as before — 

How wears the night ? Doth morning shine 
In early radiance on the Rhine ? 

What music floats upon his tide ? 

Do birds the tardy morning chide ? 

Brethren, look out from hill and height, 

And answer true, how wears the night ? 

The answer was returned, though less loud than at first, 
and it seemed that those by whom the reply was given were at 
a much greater distance than before j yet the words were dis- 
tinctly heard. 

The night is old ; on Rhine’s broad breast 
Glance drowsy stars which long to rest. 

No beams are twinkling in the east. 

There is a voice upon the flood, ^ 

The stern still call of blood for blood ; 

’Tis time we listen the behest. 

The chorus replied, with many additional voices — 

Up, then, up ! When day’s at rest, 

’Tis time that such as we are watchers ; 

Rise to judgment, brethren, rise ! 

Vengeance knows not sleepy eyes. 

He and night are matchers. 

The nature of the verses soon led Philipson to comprehend 
that he was in* presence of the Initiated, or the Wise Men — 
names which were applied to the celebrated judges of the 
Secret Tribunal, which continued at that period to subsist in 
Swabia, Fimaconia, and other districts of the east [west] of Ger- 
many^ which was called, perhaps from the frightful and frequent 
occurrence of executions by comm^id of those invisible judges, 
the Bed Land. Philipson had often heard that the seat of a 
frel count, or chief of the Secret Tribunal, was secretly insti- 



m - * WATERLinr NOVELS 

even on the left bank of the Rhine, and that it main- 
tained itself in Alsace, with the usual tenacity of those secriet 
societies, though Duke Charles of Burgundy had expresiSed a 
desire to discover and discoumge its influence so far as wad 
possible, without exposing himself to danger from the thousands 
of poniards which that mysterious tribunal could put in activity 
against his own life — an awful means of defence, which for a 
long time rendered it extremely hazardous for the sovereigns 
of Germany, and even the emperors themselves, to put down 
by authority those singular associations. 

So soon as this explanation flashed on the mind of Phjlipson, 
it gave some clue to the character and condition of the black 
priest of St. PauPs. Supposing him to be a president, or chief' 
official, of the secret association, there was little wonder that he 
should confide so much in the inviolability of his terrible ofiice 
as to propose vindicating the execution of De Hagenbach ; that 
his presence should surprise Bartholomew, whom he had power 
to-have judged and executed upoiji the spot; and that his mere 
appearance at supper on the preceding evening should have 
appalled the guests ; for though everything about the institu- 
tion, its proceedings and its officers, was preserved in as much 
obscurity as is now practised in freemasonry, yet the secret was 
not so absolutely well kept as to prevent ceHain individuals 
from being guessed or hinted at as men. initiated and entrusted 
with high authority by the Vehme^ericht, or tribunal of the 
bounds. When such suspicion attached to an individual, his 
secret power, and supposed acquaintance with all guilty, however 
secret, which was committed within the society in which he was 
conversant, made him at once the dread and hatred of every 
one w'ho looked on him ; and he enjoyed a high degree of 
personal respect, on the same terms on which it would have 
been yielded to a powerful enchanter or a dreaded genie. In 
conversing with such a person, it was especially necessary to 
abstain from all questions alluding, however remotely, to the 
office which he bore in the Secret Tribunal ; and, indeed, to 
testify the least curiosity upon a subject so solemn and mysteri- 
ous wae sure to occasion some misfortune to the inquisitivo 
person. . ^ 

All these things rushed at once upon the mind of the 
man, who felt that be had fj^llen into the hands of an unsparing 
tribunal, whose proceedings Were so much' dreaded by those 
who resided within the circle of their jx^wer, that the 

stranger must stand a poor clianco of receiving justice at 
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th^ir hands, whatever njiight be his consciousness of innocence. 
While Philipson made this melancholy reflection, he resolved, 
at the same time, not to forsake his own cause, but defend 
himself as he best might; conscious as he was that these 
terrible and* irresponsible judges were nevertheless governed by 
certain rules of right and wrong, which formed a check on the 
rigours of their extraordinary code. 

He lay, therefore, devising the best means of obviating the 
present danger, while the persons whom he behelS glimmered 
before him, less like distinct and individual forms than like the 
phantoms of a fever, or the phantasmagoria with which a disease 
of the optic nerves has been known to people a sick man^s 
chamber. At length they assembled in the centre of the apart- 
ment where they had first appeared, and seemed to arrange 
themselves into form and order. A great number of black 
torches were successively lighted, and the scene became dis- 
tinctly visible. In the centre of the hall, Philipson could now 
perceive one of the altars which are sometimes to be found in 
ancient subterranean chapels. But we must pause, in order 
briefly to describe, not the appearance onl;y^, but the nature and 
constitution, of this terrible court. 

Behind the altar, which seemed to be the central point, on 
which all eyes were bent, there were placed in parallel lines two 
benches covered with black cloth. Each was occupied by a 
number of persons, who seemed assembled as judges ; but those 
who held the foremost bench were fewer, and appeared of a 
rank superior to those who crowded the seat most remote from^ 
the altar. The first seemed to be all men of some consequence 
— priests high in their order, knights, or noblemen ; and, not- 
withstanding an appearance of equality which seemed to pervade 
this singular institution, much more weight was laid upon their 
opinion, or testimonies. They were called free knights, 
counts, or whatever title they might bear, while the inferior 
class of the judges were only termed free and worthy burghers. 
For it must be observed that the Vehmique Institution,* which 
was the name that it commonly bore, although its power consisted 
in a wide system of espionage, and the tyrannical application 
of force which acted upon it, was yet (so rude were the ideas 
of enforcing public law) accounted to confer a privilege on the 
country in which it was received, and only freemen were 
•allowed to experience its influence. Serfs and peasants could 
ndther have a place among the free judges, their assessors, or 

* See Vehme. Note 6. 
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asistoants ; for there was in this assembly even some idea of 
trying the culprit by his peers. 

B^des the dignitaries who occupied the benches, there 
were others who stood around, and seemed to guard the various 
entrances to the hall of judgment, or, standing behind the 
seats on which their superiors were ranged, looked prepared to 
execute their commands. These were members of the order, 
though not of the highest ranks. Schoppen [schdffefi\ is the name 
generally assigned to them, signifying officials, or sergeants, of 
the Vehmique Court, whose doom they stood sworn to enforce, 
through good report and bad report, against their own nearest 
and most beloved, as well as in cases of ordinary malefactors. 

The sclidppeny or scahini, as they were termed in Latin, had 
another horrible duty to perform, that, namely, of denouncing 
to the tribunal whatever came under their observation that 
might be construed as an offence falling under its cognizance, 
or, in their language, a crime against the Vehme. This duty 
extended to the judges as well as the assistants, and was to be 
discharged without respect of persons; so that to know, and 
wilfully conceal, the guilt of a mother or brother inferred, on 
the part of the unfaithful official, the same penalty as if he 
himself had committed the crime which his silence screened 
from punishment. Such an institution could only prevail at a 
time when ordinary means of justice w^ere excluded by the 
hand of power, and when* in order to bring the guilty to punish- 
ment, it required all the influence and authority of such a 
confederacy. In no other country than one exposed to every 
species of feudal tyranny, and deprived of every ordinary mode 
of obtaining justice or redress, could such a system have taken 
root and flourished. 

We must now return to the brave Englishman, who, though 
feeling all the danger he encountered from so tremendous 
a tribunal, maintained nevertheless a dignified and unaltered 
composure. 

The meeting being assembled, a coil of ropes aiid a naked 
sword, the well-known signals and emblems of Vehmique 
authority, ere deposited on the altaV ; where the sword, frcmi 
its being usually straight, with a cross handle, was 
as representing the blessed emblem of Christian 
and the cord as indicating the right of criminal 
and capital punishment. Then the president of 
who occupied the centre seat on the foremost benoh, 
laying his hand on the symbols, pronounced aloud 
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expressive of the duty of the tribunal, which all the inferior 
judges and assistants repeated after him, in deep and hollow 
murmurs. 

* t swear, by the Holy Trinity, to aid and co-operate without 
relaxation in the things belonging to the Holy Vehme, to defend 
its doctrines and institutions against father and mother, brother 
and sister, wife and children ; against fire, water, earth, and 
air ; against all that the sun enlightens ; againsl^ all that the 
dew moistens ; against all created things of heaven and earth, 
or the waters under the earth ; and I swear to give information 
to this holy judicature of all that I know to be true, or hear 
•repeated by credible testimony, which, by the rules of the 
Holy Vehme, is deserving of animadversion or punishment; 
and that I will not cloak, cover, or conceal such my know- 
ledge, neither for love, friendship, or family affection, nor for 
gold, silver, or precious stones ; neither will I associate with 
such as are under the sentence of this Sacred Tribunal, by 
hinting to a culprit his danger, or advising him to escape, or 
aiding and supplying him with counsel, or means to that 
effect; neither will I relieve such culprit with fire, clothes, 
food, or shelter, though my father should require from me a 
cup of water in the heat of summer noon, or my brother should 
request to sit by my fire in the bitterest cold night of winter : 
And further, I vow and pro^iise to honour this holy associa- 
tion, and do its behests speedily, faithfully, and firmly, in 
preferemce to those of any other tribunal whatsoever — so help 
me God and His holy Evangelists/ 

When this oath of office had been taken, the president, 
addressing the assembly, as men who judge in secret and 
punish in secret, like the Deity, desired them to say why 
this < child of the cord ’ * lay before them, bound and helpless. 
Au individual rose from the more remote bench, and in a 
voice which, though altered and agitated, Philipson conceived 
that he recognised, declared himself the accuser, as bound by 
his oath, of the child of the cord, or prisoner, who lay before 
them. 

Bring forward the prisoner,' said the president, ‘duly 
secured, as is the order of our secret law; but not with such 
severity as may interrupt his attention to the proceedings of 
the tribunal, or limit his power of hearing and replying.’ 

Six of the assistants immediatetjr dragged forwani the pallet 

* term StrickHnd^ or child of the cord, was applied to the person accused 
before these awful assemblies. 
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it towards the foot of the altar. This done, each unsheathed 
his dagger, while two of them unloosed the cords by which the 
merchant's hands were 8ecui;ed, and admonished him in a 
whisper that the slightest attempt to resist or escape would be 
the signal to stab him dead. 

‘Arise!’ said the president; ‘listen to the charge to be 
preferred against you, and believe you shall in us find judges 
equally just and inflexible/ 

Philipson, carefully avoiding any gesture which might indi- 
cate a desire to escape, raised his body on the lower part of 
the couch, and remained seated, clothed as he was in his under- 
vest and cale^ons, or drawers, so as exactly to face the muffled 
president of the terrible court. Even in these agitating cir- 
cumstances, the mind of the undaunted Englishman remained 
unshaken, and his eyelid, did not quiver, nor his heart beat 
quicker, though he seemed, according to the expression of 
Scripture, to be a pilgrim in the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, beset by numerous snares, and encompassed by total 
darkness, where light was most necessary for safety. 

The president demanded his name, country, and occupation. 

‘ John Philipson,’ was the reply ; ‘ by birth an Englishman, 
by profession a merchant.’ 

‘Have you ever bonie any other name and profession?’ 
demanded the judge. • 

‘I have been a soldier, and, like most others, had then a 
name by which I was known in war.’ 

‘ What was that name ? ’ 

‘I laid it aside when I resigned my sword, and I do not 
desire again to be known by it. Moreover, I never bore it 
where your institutions have weight and authority,’ answered 
the Englishman. 

‘Know you before whom you stand ?’ continued the judge, 

‘I may at least guess,’ replied the merchant. 

‘ Tell your guess, then,’ continued the interrogator. ‘ Say 
who we are, and wherefore are you before us ? ’ 

‘ I believe that I am before the UiiJcnown, or Secret Tribunal^ 
which is called Vehmege/ichi’ 

‘Then are you aware,’ answered the judge, ‘that you ‘would 
be safer, if you were suspended by the hair over the abysa of 
Schafifhausen, or if you lay *below an axe, which a thread of 
silk alone kept back from the fall. What have you done to 
deserve such a fate?’ ♦ 





* those reply by whom I am subjected to IV ajiswer^d 

Philipson, with the same composure as before. , 

‘ Speak, accuser ! * said the president, ‘ to the four quarters 
of heaven, to the ears of the free judges of this tribunal, and 
the faithful executors of their doom ; and to the face of the 
child of the cord, who denies or conceals his guilt, make good 
the substance of thine accusation.* 

* Most dreaded,* answered the accuser, addressing the presi- 
dent, Hhis man hath entered the Sacred Territory, which is 
called the Red Land, a stranger under a disguised name and 
profession. When he was yet on the eastern side of the Alps, 
at Turin, in Lombardy, and elsewhere, he at various times 
spoke of the Holy Tribunal in terms of hatred and contempt, 
and declared that, were he Duke of Burgundy, he would not 
permit it to extend itself from Westphalia, or Swabia, into his 
dominions. Also I charge him that, nourishing this malevolent 
intention against the Holy Tribunal, he who now appears 
before the bench as child of the cord has intimated his inten- 
tion to wait upon the court of the Duke of Burgundy, and use 
his influence with him, which he boasts will prove effectual to 
stir him up to prohibit the meetings of the Holy Vehme in his 
dominions, and to inflict on their officers and the executors of 
their mandates the punishment due to robbers and assassins.* 

‘ This is a heavy charge, brother,* said the president of the 
assembly, when the accuser ceased speaking. ‘How do you 
purpose to make it good ? * 

‘ According to the tenor of those secret statutes the perusal 
of which is prohibited to all but the initiated,* answered the 
accuser. 

‘It is well,* said the president; ‘but I ask thee once more, 
what are those means of proof? You speak to holy and to 
initiated ears.’ 

‘ I will prove my charge,* said the accuser, ‘ by the confes- 
sion of the party himself, and by my own oath upon the holy 
emblems of the Secret Judgment — that is, the steel and the 
cord.* 

‘It is a legitimate offbr of proof,* said a member of the 
anstocratic bench of the assembly ; ‘ and it much concerns the 
safety of the system to which we are bound by such deep 
oaths, a system handed down to us from the most Christian 
Ahd Holy Roman Emperor, Charl8magne, for the conversion of 

heathen Saracens, and punishing such of them as revolted 
kgain to their pagan practices, that such criminals should be 
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looked to. This Duko Charles of Burgundy hath elirea4y 
erowded his army with foreigners, whom he can easily employ 
against this’Sacr^ Court, more especially with English, a fierce, 
insular people, wedded to their own usages, and hating thdse 
of every other nation. It is liot unknown to us, that the Duke 
hath already encouraged opposition to the officials of the Tri- 
bunal in more than one part of his German dominions ; and 
that in consequence, instead of submitting to their doom with 
reverent resignation, children of the cord have been found bold 
enough to resist the executioners of the Vehme, striking, 
wounding, and even slaying those who have received commis- 
sion to put them to death. This contumacy must be put an 
end to ; and if the accused shall be proved to be one of those 
by whom such doctrines are harboured and inculcated, I say, 
let the steel and cord do their wofk on him.^ 

A general murmur seemed to approve what the speaker had 
said; for all were conscious that the power of the Tribunal 
depended much more on the opinion of its being deeply and 
firmly rooted in the general system than upon any regard or 
esteem for an institution of which all felt the severity. It 
followed, that those of the members who enjoyed consequence 
by means of their station in the ranks of the Vehme saw the 
necessity of supporting its terrors by occasional examples of 
severe punishment ; and none could be more readily sacrificed 
than an unknown and wandering foreigner. All this rushed 
upon Philipson^s mind, but did not prevent his making a steady 
reply to the accusation. 

‘ Gentlemen,^ he said, ‘ good citizens, burgesses, or by what- 
ever other name you please to be addressed, know, that in my 
former days I have stood in as great peril as now, and have 
never turned my heel to save my life. Cords and daggers are 
not calculated to strike terror into those who have seen swords 
and lances. My answer to the accusation is, that I ana an 
Englishman, one of a nation accustomed to yield and to receive 
open-handed and equal justice dealt forth in the broad light of 
day. I am, however, a traveller, who knows that he ha$ no 
right to oppose the rules and laws of other nations becan^ 
they do not resemble those of his own. But this eqution mB 
only be called for in lands where the system about wliioh wo 
converse is in full tofoe and operation. If we ^peak of ^ 
tutions of Germany, being at the time in Prance or 
may, without offence to the country in which they are 
dispute concerning them as students debate upon* a 
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In a university. The accuser objects to me, thal at 
Turin, or elsewhere in the north of Italy, I spoke with censure 
d the institution under which I am now judged. I will not 
deny that J remember something of the kind ; but it was* in 
consequence of the question being in a manner forced upon me 
by two guests with whom I chanced to find myself at table. 
I was much and earnestly solicited for an opinion ere I gave 
one.* 

‘And was that opinion,* said the presiding judge, ‘favour- 
able or otherwise to the Holy and Secret Vehmegericht? Let 
truth rule your tongue ; remember, life is short, judgment is 
eternal.* 

‘ I would not save my life at the expense of a falsehood. My 
opinion was unfavourable, and I expressed myself thus: No 
laws or judicial proceedings can be just or commendable which 
exist and operate by means of a secret combination. I said, 
that justice could only live and exist in the open air, and that, 
when she ceased to be public, she degenerated into revenge and 
hatred. I said, that a system, of which your own jurists have 
said, non f rater a fratre^ non hospes a hospite^^ tutm^ was too much 
adverse to the laws of nature to be connected with or regulated 
by those of religion,’ 

These words were scarcely uttered, when there burst a mur- 
mur from the judges highly unfavourable to the prisoner. 

‘ He blasphemes the Holy Vehme. Let his mouth be closed 
for ever ! * 

‘Hear me,* said the Englishman, ‘as you will one day wish 
to be yourselves heard I I say, such were my sentiments, and 
so I expressed them. I say also, I had a right to express these 
opinions, w^hether sound or erroneous, in a neutral country, 
where this tribunal neither did nor could claim any jurisdic- 
tion. My Sentiments are still the same. I would avow them 
if that sword were at my bosom, or that cord around my throat. 
But I deny that I have ever spoken against the institutions of 
your Vehme in a country where it had its course as a national 
mode of justice. Far more strongly, if possible, do I denounce 

al^urdity of the falsehood, w^hich represents me, a wander- 
ing .foreigner, as commissioned to traffic with the Duke of 
Butgundy about such high matters, or to form a conspiracy for 
tho destruction of a system to which so many seem warmly 
attached. I never said such a thiftg, and I never thought it.* 

‘Accuser,* said the presiding judge, ‘thou hast heard the 
^aooused. What is thy reply ? * 
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/The fiiBt part of the charge/ said the accuser, ‘he hath 
confessed in this high presence, namely, that his foul tongue 
hath basely slandered our holy mysteries; for which he deserves 
that it should be torn out of his throat. I myself, on my oath 
of ofl&ce, will aver, as use and law is, that the rest of the 
accusation, namely, that which taxes, him as having entered 
into machinations for the destruction of the Vehmique institu- 
tions, is as true as that which he has found himself unable 
to deny.* 

‘ In justice,* said the Englishman, ‘ the accusation, if not 
made good by satisfactory proof, ought to be left to the oath 
of the party accused, instead of permitting the accuser to 
establish by his own deposition the defects in his own charge.*' 

‘ Stranger,* replied the presiding judge, ‘we permit to thy 
ignorance a longer and more full defence than consists with 
our usual forms. Know, that the right of sitting among these 
venerable judges confers on the person of him who enjoys it 
a sacredness of character which ordinary men cannot attain 
to. The oath of one of the initiated must counterbalance the 
most solemn assev^ation of every one that is not acquainted 
with our holy secrets. In the Vehmique Court all must be 
Vehmique. The averment of the Emperor, he being uninitiated, 
would not have so much weight in our counsels as that of one 
of the meanest of these officials. The affirmation of the accuser 
can only be rebutted by the oath of a member of the same 
tribunal, being of superior rank.* 

‘ Then Gkxi be gracious to me, for I have no trust save in 
Heaven !* said the Englishman, in solemn accents. ‘Yet I will 
not fall without an effort. 1 call upon thee thyself, dark 
spirit, who presidest in this most deadly assembly — I call upon 
thyself, to declare on thy faith and honour whether thou 
boldest me guilty of what is thus boldly averred by this false 
calumniator — I call upon thee by thy sacred character— by the 
name of * 

‘ Hold ! * replied the presiding judge. ‘ The name by which 
we are known in open air must not be pronounced in this sub- 
terranean judgment-seat.* ^ 

He then proceeded to address the prisoner and the assembly; 

‘ I, being called on in evidence,, declare that the charge agamst 
thee is so far true as it is acknowledged by thyself, nOamely^ 
that thou hast in other lands than the I^d Soil * spoken lightfy 
of this holy institution of justice. But I believe in my soi^ 

* See Note 7. ' ; 
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and will bear witness on my honour, that th^ rest of the' 
accusation is incredible and false. And this I sWear, holding 
my hand on the dagger and the cord. What is your judgment, 
my brethren, upon the case which you have investigated 1 * 

A member of the first-seated and highest class amongst the 
judges, muffled like the rest, but the tone of who^e voice and 
the stoop of whose person announced him to be more advanced 
in years than the other two who had before spokeii, arose with 
difficulty, and said with a trembling voice — 

^ The child of the cord who is before us has been convicted 
of folly and mshness in slandering our holy institution. But 
he spoke his folly to ears which had never heard our sacred 
laws. He has, therefore, been acquitted by irrefragable testi- 
mony of combining for the impotent purpose of undermining 
our power, or stirring up princes against our holy association, 
for which death were too light a punishment. He hath been 
foolish, then, but not criminal ; and as the holy laws of the 
Vehme bear no penalty save that of death, 1 propose for 
judgment that the child of the cord be restored without injury 
to society, and to the upper world, having been first duly 
admonished of his errors.' 

^ Child of the cord,' said the presiding judge, ‘thou hast 
heard thy sentence of acquittal. But, as thou desirest to sleep 
in an unbloody grave, let me warn thee that the secrets of 
this night shall remain wdth thee, as a secret not to be com- 
municated to father nor mother, to spouse, son, or daughter, 
neither to be spoken aloud nor whispered, to bo told in words 
or written in characters, to be carved or to be painted, or to 
be otherwise communicated, either directly or by parable and 
emblem. Obey this behest, and thy life is in surety. Let thy 
heart then rejoice within thee, but let it rejoice with trembling. 
Nevermore let thy vanity perstiade thee that thou art secure 
from the servants and judges of the Holy Vehme. Though a 
thousand leagues lie between thee and the Red Land, and thou 
Speakest in that where our power is not known ; though thou 
Bhbuldst be sheltered by thy native island, and defended by 
thy kindred ocean, yet, evAi there, I warn thee to cross thyself 
thou <l<5st so much as think of the Holy and Invisible 
!l*iibunal, and to retain thy thoughts within thine own bosom ; 
for the avenger may be beside the^p, and thou mayst die in thy 
folly. Go hence, be wise, and let the fear of the Holy Vehme 
never pass from before thine eyes.' 

At the concluding words, all the lights were at once ex- 



tinguished with a hissing noise. Philipson felt once morg the 
grasp of the hands of the officials, to which he resigned him- 
self as the safest course. He was gently prostrated , on his 
pallet-bed, and transported back to the place from which he 
had been advanced to the foot of the altar. The cordage was 
again applied to the platform, and Philipson was sensible that 
his couch rose with him for a few moments, until a slight shock 
apprised him that he was again brought to a level with the 
floor of the chamber in which he had been lodged on the pre- 
ceding night, or rather morning. He pondered over the events 
that hgid passed, in which he was sensible that he owed Heaven 
thanks for a great deliverance. Fatigue at length prevailed 
over anxiety, and he fell into a deep and profound sleep, from 
which he was only awakened by returning light. He resolved 
on an instant departure from so dangerous a spot, and, without 
seeing any one of the household but the old ostler, pursued his 
journey to Strasburg, and reached that city without farther 
accident. 



CHAPTER XXI 


Away with these ! True Wisdom’s world will bo 
Within its own creation, or in thine. 

Maternal Nature, for who teems like thee 
Thus on the banks of thy majestic Rhine ? 

There Harold gazes on a work divine, 

A blending of all beauties, streams, and dells — 

Fruit, foliage, crag, wood, cornfield, mountain, vine. 

And chiefiess castles breathing stern farewells. 

From grey but leafy walls, where ruin greenly dwells. 

Childe Harold's Pilgrimage^ Canto III. 

When Arthur Philipsoii left hjs father, to go on board the bark 
which was to waft him across the Rhine, he took but few pre- 
cautions for his own subsistence during a separation of which 
he calculated the duration to be very brief. Some necessary 
change of raiment and a very few pieces of gold were all which 
he thought it needful to withdraw from the general stock ; the 
rest of the baggage and money he left with the sumpter-horse, 
which he concluded his father might need, in order to sustain 
his character as an English trader. Having embarked with 
his horse and his slender appointments on board a fishing-skifF, 
she instantly raised her temporary mast, spread a sail across 
the yard, and, supported by the force of the wind against 
the downward power of the current, moved across the river 
obliquely in the direction of KirchhofF, which, as we have said, 
lies somewhat lower on the river than Hans Chapelle. Their 
passage was so favourable, that they reached the opposite side 
in a few minutes, but not until Arthur, whose eye and thoughts 
were on the left bank, hgd seen his father depart from the 
Cfeapel of the Ferry, accompanied by two horsemen, whom he 
readily concluded to be the •guide Bartholomew and some 
ehance traveller who had joined him ; but the second of whom 
: wie in truth the black priest of St. Paul’s, as has been already 
mentioned. 

This augmentation of his father’s company w^as, he could not 
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but think, likely to be attended with an increase of his safety, 
since it was not probable he would sulFer a companion to be 
forced upon him, and one of his own choosing might be a protec- 
tion, ill case his guide should prove treacherous. At any rate, he 
had to rejoice that he had seen his father depart in safety from 
the spot where they had reason to apprehend some danger 
awaited him. He resolved, therefore, to make no stay at 
Kirchhoff, but to pursue his way as fast as possible towards 
Strasburg, alid rest, when darkness compelled him to stop, in 
one of th^ dorfFs, or villages, which were situated on the Ger- 
man side of the Rhine. At Strasburg, he trusted, with the 
sanguine spirit of youth, he might again be able to rejoin his 
father ; and if he could not altogether subdue his anxiety on 
their separation, he fondly nourished the hope that he might 
meet him in safety. After some short refreshment and repose 
afforded to his horse, he lost no time in proceeding on his 
journey down the eastern bank of the broad river. 

He was now upon the most interesting side of the Rhirfe, 
walled in and repelled as the river is on that shore by the 
most romantic cliffs,' now mantled with vegetation of the richest 
hue, tinged with all the variegated colours of autumn ; now 
surmounted by fortresses, over wdiose gates were displayed the 
pennons of their proud owners ; or studded with hamlets, where 
the richness of the soil supplied to the poor labourer the food 
of which the oppressive hand of his superior threatened alto- 
gether to deprive him. Every stream which here contributes 
its waters to the Rhine winds through its own tributary dell, 
and each valley possesses a varying and separate character — 
some rich with pastures, cornfields, and vineyards, some frown- 
ing with crags and precipices and other romantic beauties. 

The principles of taste were not then explained or analysed 
as they have been since, in countries where leisure has been 
found for this investigation. But the feelings arising from so 
rich a landscape as is displayed by the valley of the Rhine 
must have been the same in every bosom, from the period 
when our Englishman took his solittiry jounicy through it, in 
doubt and danger, till that in which it heiird the indignant 
Childe Harold bid a 'proud farewell to his native country, in 
the vain search of a land in which his heart might throb less 
fiercely. 

Arthur enjoyed this sceno, although ttio fading daylight 
began to remind him that, alone as he was, and travelling with 
a very valuable charge, it would be matter of prudence to look 
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out for some place of rest during the night. Just as he had 
formed the resolution of inquiring at the next habitation he 
should pass which way he should follow for this purpose, .the 
road he pursued descended into a beautiful amphitheatre filled 
with large trees, which protected from the heats of summer the 
delicate and tender herbage of the pasture. A large brook 
flowed through it and joined the Rhine. At a short mile up 
the brook, its waters made a crescent round a gteep, craggy 
eminence, crowned with flanking walls, and Gothic towers and 
turrets, inclosing a feudal castle of the first order. A part of 
the savannah that has been mentioned had been irregularly 
cultivated for wheat, which had grown a plentiful crop. It 
was gathered in, but the patches of deep yellow stubble con- 
trasted with the green of the undisturbed pasture-land, and 
with the seared and dark-red foliage of the broad oaks which 
stretched their arms athwart the level space. There a lad in 
a fustic dress ^vas employed in the task of netting a brood of 
partridges, with the assistance of a trained spaniel ; while a 
young woman, who had the air rather of a domestic in some 
family of rank than that of an ordinary villager, sat on the 
stump of a decayed tree, to watch the progress of the amuse- 
ment. The spaniel, whose duty it was to drive the partridges 
under the net, was perceptibly disturbed at the approach of 
the traveller ; his attention was divided, and he was obviously 
in danger of marring the sport, by barking and putting up the 
covey, when the maiden quitted her seat, and, advancing to- 
wards Philipsoii, requested him, for courtesy, to pass at a 
greater distance, and not interfere with their amusement. 

The traveller willingly complied wdth her request. 

‘ I will ride, fair damsel,’ he said, ‘ at whatever distance you 
please. And allow me, in guerdon, to ask whether there is 
convent, castle, or good man’s house where a stranger, who is 
belated and weary, might receive a night’s hospitality?’ 

The girl, whose face he had not yet distinctly seen, seemed 
to suppress some desire to laugh, as she replied, ‘ Hath not yon 
castle, think you,’ pointing to the distant towers, ^some corner 
which might accommodate stranger in such extremity ? ’ 

‘ Space enough, certainly,’ said Arthur ; ‘ but perhaps little 
iuclination to grant it.’ 

‘I myself,’ said the girl, ‘being one, and a formidable part, 
of the garrison, will be answerable for your reception. But as 
you parley with me in such hostile fashion, it is according to 
martial order that I should put down my visor.’ 
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So saying, she concealed her face under one of those riding- 
masks which at that period women often wore when they went 
abroad, whether for protecting their complexion or screening 
themselves from intrusive observation. But, ere she could 
accomplish this operation, Arthur had detected the merry 
countenance of Annette Veilchen, a girl who, though her 
attendance on Anne of Geierstein was in a menial capacity, 
was held in<high estimation at Geierstein. She was a bold 
wench, unaccustomed to the distinctions of rank, which were 
little regarded in the simplicity of the Helvetian hills, and she 
was ready to laugh, jest, and flirt with the young men of the 
Landamman’s family. This attracted no attention, the moun- 
tain manners making little distinction between the degrees of 
attendant and mistress, farther than that the mistress was a 
young woman who required help and the maiden one who was 
in a situation to offer and afford it. This kind of familiarity 
would perhaps have been dangerous in other lands, but f^e 
simplicity of Sw^s manners, and the turn of Annette’s disposi- 
tion, which was resolute and sensible, though rather bold and 
free, when compared to the manners of more civilised countries, 
kept all intercourse betwixt her and the young men of the 
family in the strict path of honour and innocence. 

Arthur himself had paid considerable attention to Annette, 
being naturally, from his feelings towards Anno of Geierstein, 
heartfly desirous to possess the good graces of her attendant — 
a point which was easily gained by the attentions of a hand- 
some young man, and the generosity with which lie heaped 
upon her small presents of articles of dress or ornament, which 
the damsel, however faithful, could find no heart to refuse. 

The assurance that he was in Anne’s neighboui'hood, and 
that he was likely to pass the night under the same roof, both 
of which circumstances were intimated by the girl’s presence 
and language, sent the blood in a hastier current through 
Arthur’s veins ; for though, since he had crossed the river, ho 
had sometimes nourished hopes of again seeing her who had 
made so strong an impression on his imagination, yet his uutlor- 
standing had as oftep told him h6w slight was the chance of 
their meeting, and it was even now chilled by the ^reflection 
that it could be followed only by the pain of a sudden au4 final 
separation. He yielded himself, however, to the prosp^t of 
promised pleasure, without attempting to ascertain what jWAs 
to be its duration or its consequence. Desirous, in the 
time, to hear as much of Anne’s circumstances as Annette chose 
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to tell, he resolved not to let that merry maiden perceive that, 
she was known by him,, until she chose of* her own accord to 
lay aside her mystery. 

While these thoughts passed rapidly through his imagina- 
tion, Annette bade the lad drop his nets, and directed him that, 
having taken two of the best-fed partridges from the covey and 
carried them into the kitchen, he was to set the rest at liberty. 

‘ I must provide supper,’ said she to the traveller, ‘ since I 
am bringing home unexpected company.’ 

Arthur earnestly expressed his hope that his experiencing 
the hospitality of the castle would occasion no trouble to the 
inmates, and received satisfactory assurances upon the subject 
of his scruples, 

‘ I would not willingly be the cause of inconvenience to your 
mistress,’ pursued the traveller. 

‘Look you there,’ said Annette Veilchen, ‘I have said no- 
thing of master or mistress, and this poor forlorn traveller has 
already concluded in his own mind that he is to be harboured 
in a lady’s bower ! ’ ^ 

‘Why, did you not tell me,’ said Arthur, somewhat confused 
at his blunder, ‘ that you were the person of second importance 
in the place? A damsel, 1 judged, could only be an officer 
under a female governor.’ 

‘ I do not see the justictj of the^ conclusion,’ replied the 
maiden. ‘ 1 have known ladies bear offices of trust in lords’ 
families — nay, and over the lords themselves.’ 

‘Am I to understand, fair damsel, that you hold so pre- 
dominant a situation in the castle which wo are now approach- 
ing, and of which 1 pray you to tell me the name ? ’ 

‘The name of the castle is Arnheim,’ said Annette. 

‘Your garrison must be a large one,’ said Arthur, looking 
at the extensive building, ‘ if you arc able to man such a laby- 
rinth of walls and towers.’ 

‘In that point,’ said Annette, ‘I must needs own we are 
very deficient. At present, we rather hide in the castle than 
inhabit it ; and yet it is well enough defended by the reports 
which frighten every otKer person who might disturb its 
seclu'sion.’ 

‘And .yet you yourselves dare to reside in it?’ said the Eng- 
lishman, recollecting the tale whi^h had been told by Rudolph 
Donnerhugel concerning the character of the Barons of Arn- 
hefan, and the final catastrophe of the family. 

‘Perhaps,’ replied his guide, ‘we are too intimate with the 
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cause of such fears to feel ourselves strongly oppressed with 
them ; perhaps we have means of encountering the supposed 
terrors proper to ourselves; perhaps, and it is not the least 
likely conjecture, we have no choice of a better place of refuge. 
Such seems to be your own fate at present, sir, for the tops of 
the distant hills are gradually losing the lights of the evening, 
dnd if you rest not in Amheim, well contented or not, you are 
likely to find jio safe lodging for many a mile.’ 

As she thus spoke, she separated from Arthur, taking, with 
the fowler who attended her, a very steep but short footpath, 
which ascended straight up to the site of the castle ; at the 
same time motioning to the young Englishman to follow a 
horse-track, which, more circuitous, led to the same point, and, 
though less direct, was considerably more easy. 

He soon stood before the south front of Arnheirn Castle, 
which was a much larger building than he had conceived, either 
from Rudolph’s description or from the distant view. It had 
been erected at many different periods, and a considerable part 
of the edifice was less in the strict Gothic than in what has 
been termed the Saracenic style, in which the imagination of 
the architect is more florid than that which is usually indulged 
in the North — rich in minarets, cupolas, and similar approxi- 
mations to Oriental structures. This singular building bor,e a 
general appearance of desolation and desertion, but Rudolph 
had been misinformed when he declared that it had become 
ruinous. On the contrary, it had been maintained with con- 
siderable care ; and when it fell into the hands of the Emperor, 
although no garrison was maintiiincd within its ])recincts, care 
was taken to keep the building in repair; and though the 
prejudices of the country people prevented any one from pass- 
ing the night within the fearful walls, yet it was regularly 
visited from time to time by a person having commission from 
the Imperial Chancery to that effect. The occupation of the 
domain around the castle w\as a valuable compensation for this 
official person’s labour, and he took care not to endanger the 
loss of it by neglecting his duty. Of late this officer had been 
withdrawn, and now \t appeared tlfat the young baroness of 
Arnheirn had found refuge in the deserted towers of her 
ancestors. 

The Swiss damsel did not, leave the you.thful traveller time 
to study particularly the exterior of the castle, or to construe 
the meaning of emblems and mottoes, seemingly of aix Oriental 
character, with which the outside was inscribed, and 
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expressed in various modes, more or less directly, the attach- 
ment of the builders of this extensive pile to the learning of 
the Eastern sages. Ere he had time to take more than a 
general survey of the place, the voice of the Swiss maiden 
called him to an angle of the wall in which there was a pro- 
jection, from whence a long plank extended over a dry 
moat, and was connected with a^ window in which Annette 
was standing. • 

‘You have forgotten your Swiss lessons already,’ said she, 
observing that Arthur went rather timidly about crossing the 
temporary and precarious drawbridge. 

The reflection that Anne, her mistress, might make the 
same observation recalled the young traveller to the necessary 
degree of composure. He passed over the plank with the same 
mng froid with which he had learned to brave the far more 
terrific bridge beneath the ruinous Castle of Geierstein. He 
had no sooner entered the window than Annette, taking off her 
mask, bade him welcome to Germany, and to old friends with 
new names. , 

‘Anne of Geierstein,’ she sfiid, ‘is no more; but you will 
presently sec the Lady Baroness of Arnheim, who is extremely 
like her; and I, who was Annette Veilchen in Switzerland, the 
servant to a damsel who was not esteemed much greater than 
myself, am now the young baroness’s \yaiting-woman, and make 
everybody of less quality stand back.’ 

‘If, in such circumstances,’ said young Philipson, ‘you have 
the influence due to your consequence, let me beseech of you to 
tell the baroness, since we must now call her so, that my present 
intrusion on her is occasioned by my ignorance.’ 

‘ Away — away,’ said the girl, laughing, ‘ I know better what 
to say ill your behalf. You arc not the first poor man and 
pedlar that has got the graces of a great lady ; but I warrant 
you it was not by making humble apologies, and talking of 
unintentional intrusion. T will tell her of love, which all the 
Rhine cannot quench, and which has driven you hither, leaving 
you no other choice than to come or to perish ! ’ 

‘Nay, but, Annette — Afinette ’ 

‘ Fie on you for a fool — make a shorter name of it : cry 
“ Anne — Anne ! ” and there will be more prospect of your being 
answered.’ . 

^ So saying, the wild girl ran out of the room, delighted, as 
a mountaineer of her description was likely to be, with the 
thought of having done as she would desire to be done by, in 
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her benevolent exertions to bring two lovers together, when on 
the eve of inevitable separation. 

In this self-approving disposition, Annette sped up a narrow 
turnpike-stair to a closet, or dressing-room, where her young 
mistress was seated, and exclaimed, with open mouth — ‘ Anne 

of Gei 1 mean, my lady baroness, they are come — they are, 

come !’ 

* The Phikpsons ? ’ said Anne, almost breathless as she asked 
the question. 

‘ Yes — no,* answered the girl ; ‘ that is, yes, for the best of 
them is come, and that is Arthur.* 

^What meanest thou, girl? Is not Signior Philipson, the 
father, along with his son ? * 

‘ Not he, indeed,* answered Veilchen, ‘ nor did I ever think 
of asking about him. He was no friend of mine, nor of any one 
else, save the old Landamman ; and well met they were for a 
couple of wiseacres, with eternal proverbs in their mouths and 
care upon their brows.* 

‘Unkind, incon^derate girl, what hast thou done?* said 
Anne of Geierstein. ‘ Did I not warn and charge thee to bring 
them both hither, and you have brought the young man alone 
to a place where we are nearly in solitude ? What will he — 
what can he think of me ? * 

‘ Why, what should J have done ? * said Annette, remaining 
firm in her argument. ‘ Ho was alone, and should 1 have sent 
him down to the dorff to be murdered by the Rhinegrave*s 
lanzknechts ? All is fish, I trow, that comes to their net ; and 
how is he to get through this country, so beset with wandering 
soldiers, robber barons — I beg your Iadyship*s pardon — and 
roguish Italians, flocking to the Duke of Burgundy*s standard— 
not to mention the greatest terror of all, that is never in one 
shape or other absent from one’s eye or thought ? * 

‘ Hush — hush, girl ! add not utter madness to the excess of 
folly ; but let us think what is to be done. For our sake, for 
his own, this unfortunate young man must leave this castle 
instantly.* 

‘ You must , take the message ^ourself then, Anne — I beg 
pardon, most noble baroness ; it may be very fit for a lady of 
high birth to send such a message, which, indeed, 1 have heard 
the minnesingers tell in t^eir romances ; but I am sure it is 
not a meet one for me, or any frank -hearted Swiss girl, ^ 
carry. No more foolery ; but remember, if you were hiro 
Baroness of Arnheim, you have been bred and brought tip M 



ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN 


271 


the bosom of the Swiss hills, and should conduct yourself like 
an honest and well-meaning damsel.’ 

‘ And in what does your wisdom reprehend my folly, good 
Mademoiselle Annette ? ’ replied the baroness. 

‘ Ay, marry ! now our noble blood stirs in our veins. But 
; remember, gentle my lady, that it was a bargain between us, 
when I left yonder noble mountains, and the free air that blows 
over them, to coop myself up in thi» land of prisoas and slaves, 
that I should speak my mind to you as freely as I did when 
our heads lay on the same pillow.’ 

‘Speak, then,’ 'said Anne, studiously averting her face as 
• she prepared to listen ; ‘ but beware that you say nothing 
which it is unfit for me to hear.’ 

‘ I will speak nature and common sense ; and if your noble 
ears are not made fit to hear and understand these, the fault 
lies in them, and not in my tongue. Look you, you have saved 
this youth from two great dangers — one at the earth-shoot at 
Geierstein, the other this very day, when his life was beset. A 
handsome young man he is, well spoken, end well qualified to 
gain deservedly a lady’s favour. Before you saw him, the 
Swiss youth were at least not odious to you. You danced with 
them, you jested with them, you were the general object of 
their admiration ; and, as you well know, you might have had 
your choice through the canton. Why, I think it possible a 
little urgency might have brought you to think of Rudolph 
Donnel-hugel as your mate.’ 

‘ Never, wench — never ! ’ exclaimed Anne. 

‘ Be not so very positive, my lady. Had he recommended 
himself to the uncle in the first place, I think, in my poor 
sentiment, he might at some lucky moment have carried the 
niece. But since we have known this young Englishman, it 
has been little less than contemning, despising, and something 
like hating, all the men whom you could endure well enough 
before.’ 

‘ Well—w^ell,’ said Anne, ‘1 will detest and hate thee more 
than any of them, unless you bring your matters to an end.’ 

‘ Softly, noble lady, fair*and easy go far. All this argues 
you love the young man, and let those say that you are wrong 
who think there is anything wonderful in the matter. There 
is much to justify you, and nothing that I know against it.’ 

^ ‘ What, foolish girl ! Remember my birth forbids me to love 
a mean man, my condition to love a poor man, my father’s 
cmnmands to love one whose addresses are without his consent ; 
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above all, my maidenly pride forbids me fixing my affections 
on one who cares not for me — nay, perhaps, is prejudiced 
against me by appearances/ 

‘ Here is a fine homily ! ' said Annette ; ‘ but I can clear 
every point of it as easily as Father Francis does his text in a 
holiday sermon. Your birth is a silly dream, which you have 
only learned to value within these two or three days, when, 
having corner to German soil, some of the old German weed, 
usually called family pride, has begun to germinate in your 
heart. Think of such folly as you thought when you lived at 
Geierstein — that is, during all the rational part of your life — 
and this great terrible prejudice will sink into nothing. By con- 
dition, I conceive you mean estate. But Philipsoii^s father, 
who is the most free-hearted of men, will surely give his son as 
many zecchins as will stock a mountain farm. You have fire- 
wood for the cutting, and land for the occupying, since you are 
surely entitled to part of Geierstein, and gladly will your uncle 
put you in possession of it. You can manage the dairy, Arthur 
can shoot, hunt, fish, plough, harrow, and reap.^ 

Anne of Geierstein shook her head, as if she greatly doubted 
her lover’s skill in the last of the accomplishments enumerated. 

‘Well — well, he can learn, then,’ said Annette Veilchen; 

‘ and you will only live the harder the first year or so. 
Besides, Sigismund Biederman will aid him willingly, and he 
is a very horse at labour ; and I know another besides wlio is 
a friend ’ 

‘ Of thine own, I warrant,’ quoth the young baroness. 

‘ Marry, it is my poor friend, Louis [Martin] Sprenger ; and 
I’ll never be so false-hearted as to deny my bachelor.’ 

‘Well — well, but what is to be the end of all this?’ said the 
baroness, impatiently. 

‘ The end of it, in my opinion,’ said Annette, ‘ is very simple. 
Here are priests and prayer-books within a mile ; go down to 
the parlour, speak your mind to your lover, or hear him speak 
his mind to you ; join hands, go quietly back to Geierstein in the 
character of man and wife, and get everything ready to receive 
your uncle pn his return. This is ' the way that a plain Swiss 
wench would cut ofif the romance of a German baroness ’ 

‘And break the heart of her father,’ said the young lady, 
with a sigh. 

‘ It is more tough than you are aware of,’ replied Annette ; 

‘ he hath not lived without you so long, but that he will bp 
able to spare you for the rest of his life, a great deal more eiisily 
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than you, with all your newfangled ideas of quality, will be able 
to endure his schemes of wealth and ambition, which will aim 
at making you the wife of some illustrious count, like De 
Hagenbach, whom we saw not long since make such an edify- 
ing end, to the great example of all robber-chivalry upon the 
Rhine.* 

* Thy plan is naught, wench — a childish vision of a girl who 
never knew more of life than she has heard told over her 
milking-pail. Remember that my uncle entertain! the highest 
ideas of family discipline, and that to act contrary to my father*s 
will would destroy us in his good opinion. Why else am I here ? 
Wherefore has he resigned his guardianship? and why am I 
obliged to change the habits that are dear to me, and assume 
the manners of a people that are strange, and therefore un- 
pleasing to me ? * 

‘Your uncle,* said Annette, firmly, ‘is Landamman of the 
Canton of Unterwalden, respects its freedom, and is the sworn 
protector of its laws, of which, when you, a denizen of the Con- 
federacy, claim the protection, he cannot refuse it to you.* 

‘Even then,* said the young baroness, •! should forfeit his 
good opinion, his more than paternal aftection ; but it is needless 
to dwell upon this. Know that, although I could have loved 
the young man, whom I will not deny to be as amiable as 
your partiality j)aints him — know * — she hesitated for a moment 
— ‘ that he has never spoken a word •to me on such a subject 
as you, without knowing either his sentiments or mine, would 
intrude on my consideration.* 

‘ Is it possible V answered Annette. ‘ I thought — I believed, 
though I have never pressed on your confidence — that you must 
— attached as you were to each other — have spoken together, 
like true maid and true bachelor, before now. I have done 
wrong, when 1 thought to do for the best. Is it possible — • 
such things have been heard of even in our canton — is it 
possible he can have liarboured so unutterably base purposes 
as that Martin of Brisach, who made love to Adela of the 
Sundgau, enticed her to folly — the thing, though almost in- 
credible, is tnie — fled — fled from the country and boasted of 
his villainy, till her cousin Raymund silenced for ever his 
infamous triumph, by beating his brains out with his club, 
even in the very street of the villain*s native town ? By the 
^oly Mother of Einsiedlen ! coul(T I suspect this Englishman 
of meditating such treason, I would saw the plank across the 
moat till a fly *3 weight would break it, and it should be at six 
xxiii i8 
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fathom deep that he should abye the perfidy which dared to medh 
tate dishonour against an adopted daughter of Switzerland ! * 

As Annette Veilchen spoke, all the fire of her mountain 
courage flashed from her eyes, and she listened reluctantly 
, while Anne of Geierstein endeavoured to obliterate the danger-, 
ous impression which her former words had impressed on her 
simple but faithful attendant. 

‘On my word,’ she said — ‘on my soul, you do Arthur 
Philipson iii justice — foul injustice, in intimating such a sus- 
picion. His conduct towards me has ever been upright and 
honourable : a friend to a friend — a brother to a sister — could 
not, in all he has done and said, have been more respectful, 
more anxiously affectionate, more undeviatingly candid. In our 
frequent interviews and intercourse he has indeed seemed 
very kind — very attached. But had I been disposed — at times 
I may have been too much so — to listen to him with endurance,’ 
— the young lady here put her hand on her forehead, but the 
teal’s streamed through her slender fingers — ‘he has never 
spoken of any love — any preference; if he indeed entertains 
any, some obstacle, •’insurmountable on his part, has interfered 
to prevent him.’ 

‘Obstacle!’ replied the Swiss damsel. ‘Ay, doubtless — 
some childish bashfulness — some foolish idea about your birth 
being so high above his own — some dream of modesty pushed 
to extremity, which considers as imj)enetrable the ice of a 
spring frost. This delusion may bo broken by a moment’s 
encouragement, and I will tfikjc the task on myself, to spare 
your blushes, my dearest Anne.’ 

‘No — no — for Heaven’s sake, no, Veilchen!’ answered the 
baroness, to whom Annette had so long been a companion and 
confidante, rather than a domestic. ‘ You cannot anticipate the 
nature of the obstacles which may prevent his thinking on what 
you are so desirous to promote. Hear me. My early education, 
and the instructions of rny kind uiude, have taught me to know 
something more of foreigners and their fashions than I ever 
could have learned in our happy retirement of Geierstein ; I am 
wellnigh convinced that these Phihpsons are of rank, as they 
are of manners and bearing, far superior to the occupation which 
they appear to hold. ^ The father is a man of deep observation, 
of high thought and pretension, and lavish of gifts, far beyond 
what consists with the utmo^^t liberality of a trader.’ 

‘That is true,’ said Annette ; ‘1 will say for myself, that the 
silver chain he gave me weighs against ten silver crowns, and 
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the cross which Arthur added to it, the day after the long ride, 
we had together up towards Mons Pilatre, is worth,^ they tell 
me, als much more. There is not the like of it in the cantons. 
Well, what then ? They are rich, so are you. So much, the 
better.’ 

* Alas ! Annette, they are not only rich, but noble. I am 
persuaded of this ; for I have observed often that even the 
father retreated, with an air of quiet and digpified contempt, 
from discussions with Donnerhugfel and others, who, in our 
plain way, wished to fasten a dispute upon him. And when a 
rude observation or blunt pleasantry was pointed at the son, 
his eye flashed, his cheek coloured, and it was only a glance 
from his father which induced him to repress the retort of no 
friendly character which rose to his lips.’ 

‘ You have been a close observer,’ said Annette. ‘ All this 
may be true, but I noted it not. But what then, I say once 
more ? If Arthur has some fine noble name in his own country, 
are not you yourself Baroness of Arnheim ? And I will frankly 
allow it as something of worth, if it smooths the way to a 
match where I think you must look for happiness. I hope so, 
else 1 am sure it should have no encouragement from me.’ 

‘ 1 do believe so, my faithful Veilchen ; but, alas 1 how can 
you, in tbe state of natural freedom in which you have been 
bred, know, or oven dream, of the various restraints which this 
gilded or golden chain of rank and ndbility hangs upon those 
whom it fetters and encumbers, 1 fear, as much as it decorates? 
In every country the distinction of rank binds men to certain 
duties. It may carry with it restrictions, which may prevent 
alliances in foreign countries ; it often may prevent them from 
consulting their inclinations when they wed in their own. It 
leads to alliances in which the heart is never consulted, to 
treaties of marriage wl]ich are often formed when the parties 
are in the cradle, or in leading-strings, but which are not the 
less binding on tliern in honour and faith. Such may exist in 
the present ease. 1'hcse alliances are often blended and mixed 
up with state policy ; and if the interest of England, or what 
he deems such, should hav6 occasioned the elder Philipson to 
form such an engagement, Arthur would break his own heart 
—the heart of any one else — rather than make false his father’s 
word.’ 

^ The more shame to them th?it formed such an engage- 
ment !’ said Annette, ‘Well, they talk of England being a 
free country ; but if they can bar young men and women of 
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the natural privilege to call their hands and hearts their own, 
I would as soon be a German serf. Well, lady, you are wise, 
and I am ignorant. But what is to be done 1 I have brought 
this young man here, expecting, God knows, a happier issue to 
your meeting. But it is clear you cannot marry him without 
his asking you. Now, although I confess that, if I could think 
him willing to forfeit the hand of the fairest maid of the 
cantcttis, either from want of manly courage to ask it or from 
regard to some ridiculous engagement formed betwixt his father 
and some other nobleman of their island of noblemen, I would 
* not in either case grudge him a ducking in the moat ; yet it 
is another question whether we should send him down to be 
murdered among those cut-throats of the Rhinegrave; and 
unless we do so, I know not how to get rid of him.* 

‘ Then let the boy William give attendance on him here, 
and do you see to his accommodation. It is best w^e do not 
meet.* 

‘I will,* said Annette; ‘yet what am I to say for you? 
Unhappily, I let him know that you were here.* 

‘ Alas, imprudent girl ! Yet why should I blame thee,* said 
Anne . of Geierstein, ‘ when the imprudence has been so great 
on my own side ? It is myself who, suftering my imagination 
to rest too long upon this young man and his merits, have led 
me into this entanglement. But I will show thee that I can 
overcome this folly, and I will not seek in my own error a 
cause for evading the duties of hospitality. Go, Veilchen, get 
some refreshment ready. Thou shalt sup with us, and thou 
must not leave us. Thou shalt see me behave as becomes 
both a German lady and a Swiss maiden. Get me first a 
candle, however, my girl, for I must wash these tell-tales, my 
eyes, and arrange my dress.* 

To Annette this whole explanation had been one scene of 
astonishment, for, in the simple ideas of love and courtshij) in 
which she had been brought up amid the Swiss mountains, she 
had expected that the two lovers would have taken the first 
opportunity of the absence of their natural guardians, and have 
united themselves for ever; and shife had even arranged a little 
secondary plot, in which she herself and Martin Sprenger, her 
faithful bachelor, were to reside with the young- couple as 
friends and dependants. Silenced, therefore, but not satisfied, 
by the objections of her young mistress, the zealous Annette 
retreated, murmuring to herself — ‘ That little hint about her 
dress is the only natural and sensible word she has said in my 
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hearing. Please God, I will return and help her in the twink- 
ling of an eye. That dressing my mistress is the only part of 
a waiting-lady’s life that I have the least fancy for : it seems 
so natural for one pretty maiden to set off another — in faith we 
are but learning to dress ourselves at another time.’ 

And with this sage remark Annette Veilchen tripped down- 
stairs. 



CHAPTER XXII 


Tell me not of it — I could ne’er abide 
The mummery of all that forced civility. 

‘ Pray, seat yourself, my lord.’ With cringing hams 
The speech is spoken, and, with bended knee, 

Heard by the smiling courtier. ‘ Before you, sir ? 

It must be on the earth then.’ Hang it all I 
The pride which cloaks itself in such poor fashion 
Is scarcely fit to swell a beggar’s bosom. 

Old Flay. 

Upstairs and dowpstairs tripped Annette Veilchen, the soul 
of all that was going on in the only habitable comer of the 
huge castle of Amheim. She was equal to every kind of service, 
and therefore popped her head into the stable to be sure that 
William attended properly to Arthur’s horse, looked into the 
kitchen to see that the old cook, Marthon, roasted the partridges 
in due time (an interference for which she received little 
thanks), rummaged out a flask or two of Rhine wine from the 
huge Dom Daniel of a cellar, and, finally, just peeped into the 
parlour to see how Arthur was looking ; when, having the 
satisfaction to see he had in the best manner he could sedulously 
arranged his person, she assured him that he should shortly see 
her mistress, who was rather indisposed, yet could not refrain 
from coming down to see so valued an acquaintance. 

Arthur blushed when she spoke thus, and seemed so hand- 
some in the waiting-maid’s eye, that she could not help saying 
to herself, as she went to her young lady’s room— ‘Well, if 
true love cannot manage to bring that couple together, in spite 
of all the obstacles that they stanS boggling at, I will never 
believe that there is such a thing as true love in the world, let 
Martin Sprenger say what he will, and swear to ’it on the 
Gospels.’ . 

When she reached the young baroness’s apartment, she found, 
to her surprise, that, instead of having put on what finery 
she possessed, that young lady’s choice had preferred, the same 
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simple kirtle which she had worn during the first day that Arthur 
had dined at Geierstein. Annette looked at first puzzled and 
doubtful, then suddenly recognised the good taste which had 
dictated the attire, and exclaimed, ‘You are right — you^are 
right : it is best to meet him as a free-hearted Swiss maiden/ 

Anne also smiled as she replied, ‘ But, at the same time, in 
the walls of Arnheim, I must appear in some respect as the 
daughter of my father. Here, girl, aid me to put this gem 
upon the riband which binds my hair.’ 

It was an aigrette, or plume, composed of two feathers of 
a vulture, fastened together by an opal, which changed to the 
changing light with a variability which enchanted the Swiss 
damsel, who had never seen anything resembling it in her life. 

‘Now, Baroness Anne,’ said she, ‘if that pretty thing be 
really worn as a sign of your rank, it is the only thing belong- 
ing to your dignity that I should ever think of coveting ; for it 
doth shimmer and change colour, after a most wonderful fashion, 
even something like one’s own cheek when one is fluttered.’ 

‘ Alas, Annette ! ’ said the baroness, passing her hand across 
her eyes, ‘ of all the gauds which the females of my house have 
owned, this perhaps hath been the most fatal to its possessors.’ ' 

‘ And why then wear it ’ said Annette. ‘ Why wear it now, 
of all days in the year *? ’ 

‘ Because it best reminds me of my duty to my father and 
family. And now, girl, look thou sit with us at table, and 
leave -not the apartment ; and see thou fly not to and fro to 
help thyself or others with anything on the board, but remain 
quiet and seated till William helps you to what you have 
occasion for.’ 

‘Well, that is a gentle fashion which I like well enough,’ 
said Annette, ‘and William serves us so debonairly, that it is a 
joy to see him ; yet, ever and anon, I feel as I were not Annette 
Voilchen herself, but only Annette Yeilchcn’s picture, since I 
can neither rise, sit down, run about, or stand still without 
breaking some rule of courtly breeding. It is not so, I dare- 
say, with you, who arc always mannerly.’ 

‘ Less courtly than thou seemest to think,’ said the high- 
born maiden ; ‘ but I feel the restraint more on the greensward, 
and under heaven’s free air, than when I undergo it closed • 
within the walls of an apartment.’ 

‘ Ah, true — the dancing,’ said Annette ; ‘ that was something 
to be sorry for indeed.’ 

But most am I sorry, Annette, that I cannot tell whether I 
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act precisely right or wrong in seeing this young man, though 
it must be for the last time. Were my father to arrive ? Were 
Ital Schreckenwald to return ’ 

‘ Your father is too deeply engaged on some of his dark and 
mystic errands,^ said the flippant Swiss — ‘ sailed to the moun- 
tains of the Brockenberg, where^ witches hold their sabbath, or 
gone on a hunting-party with the Wild Huntsman.^ 

‘Fie, Annette, how dare you talk thus of my father?' 

‘Why, I know little of him personally,' said the damsel, 
‘ and you yourself do not know much more. And how should 
that be false which all men say is true ? ' 

‘ Why, fool, what do they say ? ' 

‘ Why, that the count is a wizard, that your grandmother 
was a will-of-wisp, and old Ital Schreckenwald a born devil in- 
carnate ; and there is some truth in that, whatever comes of 
the rest.' 

‘ Where is he ? ' 

‘ Gone down to spend the night in the village, to see the 
Rliinegrave's men quartered, and keep them in some order, if 
possible ; for the sovdiers are disappointed of pay which they 
had been promised ; and when this happens, nothing resembles 
a lanzknecht except a chafed bear.' 

‘ Go we down then, girl ; it is perhaps the last night which 
we may spend for years with a certain degree of freedom. ' 

I will not pretend to describe the marked embarrassment with 
which Arthur Philipsoii and Anne of Geierstein met : neither 
lifted their eyes, neither spoke intelligibly, as they greeted 
each other, and the maiden herself did not blush more deeply 
than her modest visitor ; w'hile the good-humoured Swiss girl, 
whose ideas of love partook of the freedom of a more Arcadian 
country and its customs, looked on with eyebrows a little 
arched, much in wonder, and a little in contempt, at a couple 
who, as she might think, acted with such unnatural and con- 
strained reserve. Deep was the reverence and the blusli with 
which Arthur offered his hand to the young lady, and her 
acceptance of the courtesy had the same cliaracter of extreme 
bashfqlness, agitation, and embarrassment. In short, though 
little or nothing intelligible passed between this very handsome 
and interesting couple, the interview itself did not on that 
account lose any interest. Arthur handed the niaiden, as was 
the duty of a gallant of the day, into the next room, whore 
their repast was prepared; and Annette, who watched with 
singular attention everything which occurred, felt with astonish* 
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ment that the forms and ceremonies of the higher orders of 
society had such an influence, even over her free-bom mind, 
.as the rites of the Druids over that of the Koman general, when 
he said — 

I scorn them, yet they awe me. 

‘ What can have changed them ? ^ said Annette. ‘ When at 
Geierstein, they looked but like another girl and bachelor, only 
that Anne is so very handsome ; * but now they move in time 
and manner as if they were leading a stately pavin, and behave 
to each other with as much formal respect as if he were Land- 
amman of the Unterwalden and she the first lady of Berne. 
'Tis all very fine, doubtless, but it is not the way that Martin 
Sprenger makes love.’ 

Apparently, the circumstances in which each of the young 
people were placed recalled to them the habits of lofty, and 
somewhat formal, courtesy to which they might have been 
accustomed in former days; and while the baroness felt it 
necessary to observe the strictCvSt decorum, in order to qualify 
the reception of Arthur into the interior of her retreat, he, on 
the other hand, endeavoured to show, by the profoundness of 
his respect, that he was incapable of misusing the kindness 
with which he had been treated. They placed themselves at 
table, scrupulously observing the distance which might become 
a * virtuous gentleman and inaid.’ The youth William did the 
service of the entertainment with deftness and courtesy, as one 
well accustomed to such duty ; and Annette, placing herself 
between them, and endeavouring, as closely as she could, to 
adhere to the ceremonies which she saw them observe, made 
practice of the civilities which Avere expected from the attendant 
of a baroness. Various, however, Avere the errors which she 
committed. Her demeanour in general was that of a grey- 
hound in the slips, ready to start up every moment ; and she 
Avas only withheld by the recollection that she was to ask for 
that Avhich she had far more mind to help herself to. 

Other points of etiquette Avere transgressed in their turn, 
after the repast Avas over jftid the attendant had retired. The 
waiting damsel often mingled too unceremoniously in the con- 
versation, and could not help calling her mistress by lier Chris- 
tian name of Anno, and, in defiance of all decorum, addressed 
her, as well as Philipson, with the* pronoun ‘ thou,’ which then, 
as well as now, was a dreadful solecism in German politeness. 
Her blunders were so far fortunate, that, by furnishing the 
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young lady and Arthur with a topic foreign to the peculiarities 
of their own situation, they enabled them to withdraw their 
attentions from its embarrassments, and to exchange smiles at 
poor Annette^s expense. She was not long of perceiving this, 
and half nettled, half availing herself of the apology to speak 
her mind, said, with considerable spirit, ‘You have both 
been very merry, forsooth, at my expense, and all because I 
wished rather to rise and seek what I wanted than wait till the 
poor fellow who was kept trotting between the board and 
beaufFet found leisure to bring it to me. You laugh at me now, 
because I call you by your names, as \hey were given to 
you in the blessed church at your christening; and because 
I say to you “thee” and “thou,” addressing my Juncker and 
my Yungfrau as I woiOd do if 1 were on my knees praying to 
Heaven. But for all your new- world fancies, I can tell you, 
you are but a couple of children, who do not know your own 
minds, and are jesting away the only leisure given you to pro- 
vide for your own happiness. Nay, frown not, my sweet Mistress 
Baroness ; I have looked at Mount Pilatre too often to fear a 
gloomy brow/ ^ 

‘Peace, Annette,’ said her mistress, ‘or cpiit the room.’ 

‘Were I not more your friend than 1 am my own,’ said the 
headstrong and undaunted Annette, ‘ 1 would quit the room, 
and the castle to boot, and leave you to hold your house, here 
with your amiable seneschal, Ital Schreckenwald.’ 

‘ If not for love, yet for shame, for charity, be silent, or leave 
the room.’ 

‘ Nay,’ said Annette, ‘ my bolt is shot, and 1 have but hinted 
at what all upon Geierstein green said, the night when the 
bow of Buttisholz was bended. You know what the old saw 
says ’ 

‘ Peace — peace, for Heaven’s sake, or I must needs fly ! ’ said 
the young baroness. 

‘Nay, then,’ said Annette, considerably changing her tone, 
as if afraid that her mistress should actually retire, ‘if you 
must fly, necessity must have its course. 1 know no one 
who can follow. This mistress of nfine, Signior Arthur, would 
require for her attendant, not a homely girl of flesh and blood 
like myself, but a waiting- woman with substance composed of 
gossamer, and breath supplied by the spirit of mthor. Would 
you believe it, it is seriously held by many that she par- 
takes of the race of spirits of the elements, which makes her so 
much more bashful than maidens of this everyday vrorld?’ 
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Anne of Geierstein seemed rather glad to lead away the 
conversation from the turn which her wayward maiden had 
given to it, and to turn it on more indifferent subjects, though 
these were still personal to herself. 

‘ Signior Arthur,’ she said, ‘ thinks, perhaps, he has some room 
to nourish some such strange suspicion as your heedless folly 
expresses, and some fools believe, both in Germany and Switzer- 
land. Confess, Signior Arthur, you thought strangely of me 
when I passed your guard upon the bridge of Graffslust, on 
' the night last past.’ 

The recollection of the circumstances which had so greatly 
surprised him at the time so startled Arthur, that it was 
with some difficulty he commanded himself, so as to attempt an 
answer at all ; and what he did say on the occasion was broken 
and unconnected. 

‘ I 9id hear, I own — that is, Rudolph Donnerhugel reported. 
But that I believed that you, gentle lady, were other than a 
Christian maiden ’ 

‘Nay, if Rudolph were the reporter,’ said Annette, ‘you 
would hear the worst of my lady and her lideage, that is certain. 
He is one of those prudent personages who depreciate and find 
fault with the goods ho has thoughts of purchasing, in order to 
deter other offerers. Yes, he told you a fine goblin story, I 
warrant you, of my lady’s grandmother ; and truly, it so hap- 
pened that the circiimstaitces of the case gave, I daresay, some 
colour in your eyes to ’ 

‘ Not so, Annette,’ answered Arthur ; ‘ whatever might be 
said of your lady that sounded uncouth and strange fell to the 
ground as incredible.’ 

‘Not quite so much so, I fancy,’ interrupted Annette, with- 
out heeding sign or frown. ‘ I strongly suspect I should have 
had much more trouble in dragging you hither to this castle 
had you known you were approaching the haunt of the Nymph 
of the Fire, the Salamander, as they call her, not to mention 
the shock of again seeing the descendant of that Maiden of the 
Fiery Mantle.’ 

‘ Peace, once more, Anifette,’ said her mistress ; ‘ since Fate 
has occasioned this meeting, let us not neglect the opportunity 
to disabuse our English friend of the absurd report he has 
listened to with doubt and wonder perhaps, but not with abso- 
lute incredulity. • 

‘Signior Arthur Philipson,’ she proceeded, ‘it is true my 
grandfather, by the mother’s side, Baron Herman of Arnheim, 



284 


WAVERLEY NOVELS 


was a man of great knowledge in abstruse sciences. He was 
also a presiding judge of a tribunal of which you must have 
heard, called the Holy Vehme. One night a stranger, closely 
pursued by the agents of that body, which (crossing herself) it 
is not safe even to name, arrived at the castle and craved his 
protection, and the rights of hospitality. My grandfather, 
finding the advance which the stranger had made to the rank 
of adept, gave him his protection, and became bail to deliver 
‘ him to answer the charge against him for a year and a day, 
which delay he was, it seems, entitled to require on his behalf. 
They studied together during that term, and pushed their re- 
searches into the mysteries of nature as far, in all probability, 
as men have the power of urging them. When the fatal day 
drew nigh on which the guest must part from his host, he asked 
permission to bring his daughter to the castle, that they might 
exchange a last farewell. She was introduced with much secrecy, 
and after some days, finding that her father’s fate was so uncer- 
tain, the baron, with the sage’s consent, agreed to give the 
forlorn maiden refuge in his castle, hoping to obtain from her 
some additional infdrmation concerning the languages and the 
wisdom of the East. Dannischemend, her father, left this castle, 
to go to render himself up to the Vehmegericht at Fulda. 
The result is unknown ; perhaps he was saved by Baron Am- 
heim’s testimony, perhaps he was given up to the steel and the 
cord. On such matters, who dare speak ? 

‘The fair Persian became the wife of her guardian and 
protector. Amid many excellencies, she had one peculiarity 
allied to imprudence. She availed herself of her foreign dress 
and manners, as well as of a beauty wdiich was said to have 
been marvellous, and an agility seldom equalled, to impose 
upon and terrify the ignorant German ladies, who, hearing her 
speak Persian and Arabic, were already disposed to consider 
her as over-closely connected with unlawful arts. She was of 
a fanciful and imaginative disposition, and delighted to place 
herself in such colours and circumstances as might confirm 
their most ridiculous suspicions, which she considered only as 
matter of sport. There was no end \o the stories to which she 
gave rise. Her first ^appearance in the castle was said to be 
highly picturesque, and to have inferred something of the 
marvellous. With the levity of a child, she Imd some childish 
passions, and while she encouraged the gro\irth and circulation 
of the most extraordinary legends amongst some of the neigh- 
bourhood, she entered into disputes with persons of .her own 



ANNE OF GEIEESTEIN 


2B5 


quality concerning rank and precedence, on which the ladies of 
Westphalia have at all times set great store. This cost her 
her life; for, on the morning of the christening of my poor 
mother, the Baroness of Arnheim died suddenly, even while a 
splendid company was assembled in the castle chapel to witness 
the ceremony. It was believed that she died of poison, admin- 
istered by the Baroness Steinfeldt, with whom she was engaged 
in a bitter quarrel, entered into chiefly on behalf of her friend 
and companion, the Countess Waldstetten.’ • 

‘ And the opal gem ? — and the sprinkling with water ? ’ said 
Arthur Philipson. 

‘ Ah ! * replied the young baroness, ‘ I see you desire to hear 
the real truth of my family history, of which you have yet 
learned only the romantic legend. The sprinkling of water 
was necessarily had recourse to on my ancestress’s first swoon. 
As for the opal, 1 have heard that it did indeed grow pale, but 
only because it is said to be the nature of that noble gem, on 
the approach of poison. Some part of the quarrel with the 
Baroness Steinfeldt was about the right of the Persian maiden 
to wear this stone, which an ancestor o? my family won in 
battle from the Soldan of Trebizond. All these things were ’ 
confused in popular tradition, and the real facts turned into a 
fairy talc.’ 

‘But you have said nothing,’ suggested Arthur Philipson, 

‘ on — on ’ 

‘ On what ^ ’ said his hostess. 

‘On your appearance last night.’ 

‘ Is it possible,’ said she, ‘ that a man of sense, and an English* 
man, cannot guess at tlic explanation which I have to give, 
though not, perhaps, very distinctly ? My father, you are aware, 
has been a busy man in a disturbed country, and has incurred 
the hatred of many ]>owcrful persons. He is, therefore, obliged 
to move in secret, and avoid unnecessary observation. He was, 
besides, averse to meet his brother, the Landamman. I was 
therefore told, on our entering Germany, that I was to expect a 
signal where and when to join him; the token was to be a 
small crucifix of bronze, wltich had belonged to my poor mother. 
In my apartment at Graftslust T found the token, with a note 
from my father, making me acquainted with a secret passage 
proper to such places, which, though it had the appearance of 
being blocked up, was in fact ver ^ slightly barricaded. By this 
I was instructed to pass to the gate, make my escape into the 
woods, and meet my father at a place appointed there.’ 
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‘ A wild and perilous adventure/ 6aid Arthur. 

‘ I have never been so much shocked/ continued the maiden, 
‘as at receiving this summons, compelling me to steal away 
from my kind and affectionate uncle, and go I knew not whither. 
Yet compliance was absolutely necessary. The place of meeting 
was plainly pointed out. A midnight walk, in the neighbour- 
hood of protection, was to me a trifle ; but the precaution of 
posting sentinels at the gate might have interfered with my 
purpose, had I not mentioned it to some of my elder cousins, 
the Biedermans, who readily agreed to let me pass and repass 
unquestioned. But you know my cousins; honest and kind- 
hearted, they are of a rude way of thinking, and as incapable of 
feeling a generous delicacy as — some other persons. (Here 
there was a glance towards Annette Veilchen.) They exacted 
from me, that I should conceal myself and my purpose from 
Sigismund; and, as they are always making sport with the 
simple youth, they insisted that 1 should pass him in such a 
manner as might induce him to believe that I was a spiritual 
apparition, and out of his terrors for supernatural beings they 
expected to have iLuch amusement. I was obliged to secure 
their connivance at my escape on their own terms ; and, indeed, 
I was too much grieved at the prospect of quitting my kind 
uncle to think much of anything else. Yet my surprise was 
considerable, when, contrary to expectation, I found you qn the 
bridge as sentinel, instead of my cousin Sigismund. Your own 
ideas I ask not for.^ 

‘ They were those of a fool,’ said Arthur — ‘ of a thrice-sodden 
fool. Had I been aught else, T would have oflered my escort. 
My sword ’ 

‘ I could not have accepted your protection,’ said Anne, 
calmly. ‘ My mission was in every respect a secret one. J 
met my father ; some intercourse had taken place betwixt him 
and Rudolph Donncrhugel, which induced I urn to alter his 
purpose of carrying me away with him last night. 1 joined 
him, however, early this morning, while Annette acted for a 
time my part amongst the Swiss pilgrims. My father desired 
that it should not be known wdicn or with whom I left my 
uncle and his escoirt. I need scarce remind you that I saw 
you in the dungeon.’ 

‘You were the preserver of my life,’ said the youth, ‘the 
restorer of my liberty.’ 

‘Ask me not the reason of my silence. J was then actiug 
under the agency of others, not under mine own. Your escape 
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was effected in order to establish a communication betwixt the 
Swiss without the fortress and the soldiers within. After the 
alarm at La Ferette, I learned from Sigismund Biederman that 
a party of banditti were pursuing your father and you, with a 
view to pillage and robbery. My father had furnished me with 
the means of changing Anne of Gelerstein Into a German 
maiden of quality. I set out instantly, and glad I am to have 
given you a hint which might free you from danger.’ 

* But my father ? ’ said Arthur. 

‘ I have every reason to hope he is well and safe,’ answered 
the young lady. ‘ More than I were eager to protect both you 
and him — poor Sigismund amongst the first. And now, my 
friend, these mysteries explained, it is time we part, and for 
ever.’ 

‘ Part, and for over ! ’ repeated the youth, in a voice like a 
dying echo. 

‘ It is our fate,’ said the maiden. ‘I appeal to you if it is 
not your duty — I tell you it is mine. You will depart with 
early dawn to Strasburg — and — and — we never meet again.’ 

With an ardour of passion which he could not repress, 
Arthur I’hilipson threw himself at the feet of the maiden, 
whose faltering tone had clearly expressed that she felt deeply 
ill uttering the words. She looked round for Annette, but 
Annette had disappeared at this most critical moment ; and 
her mistress for a second or two was not perhaps sorry for her 
absence. 

* Rise,’ she said, ‘ Arthur — rise. You must not give way to 

feelings that might be fatal to yourself and me.’ 

‘ Hear me, lady, before 1 bid you adieu, and for ever : the 
word of a cnminal is heard, though he plead the worst cause. 
I am a belted knight, and the son and heir of an earl, whose 
name has been spread throughout Fngland and France, and 
wherever valour has had fame.’ 

‘Alas!’ said she, faintly, ‘1 have but too long suspected 
what you now tell me. Bise, I pray you — rise.’ 

‘Never till you liear me,’ said the youth, seizing one of her 
hands, which trembled, buP hardly could be said to struggle, in 
his ^rasp. ‘Hear me,’ ho said, with the enthusiasm of first 
love, when the obstacles of bashfulness and diffidence are sur- 
mounted ; ‘ my father and I are — I acknowledge it — bound on 
a most hazardous and doubtful expedition. You will very soon 
learn its issue for ge)od or bad. If it succeed, you shall hear of 
me in niy own character. If I fall, I must — 1 will — I do claim 
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a tear from Anne of Geierstein. If I escape, I have yet a horse, 
a lance, and a sword ; and you shall hear nobly of him whom 
you have thrice protected from imminent danger.’ 

‘Arise — arise,’ repeated the maiden, whose tears began to 
flow fast, as, struggling to raise her lover, they fell thick upon 
his head and fabe. ‘ I have heard enough ; to listen to more 
were indeed madness, both for you and myself.’ 

‘ Yet one single word,’ added the youth ; ‘ while Arthur has 
a heart, it beats for you ; wdiile Artliur can wield an arm, it 
strikes for you, and in your cause.’ 

Annette now rushed into the room. 

‘ Away — away ! ’ she cried. ‘ Schreckenwald has returned 
from the village with some horrible tidings, and I fear mo he 
comes this way.’ 

Arthur had started to his feet at the first signal of alarm. 

‘ If there is danger near your lady, Annette, there is at least 
one faithful friend by her side.’ 

Annette looked anxiously at her mistress. 

‘But Schreckenwald,’ she said— ‘Schreckenwald, your father’s 
steward — his cbnfidaiit. 0, think better of it ; I can hide 
Arthur somewhere.’ 

The noble-minded girl had already resumed her composure, 
and replied with dignity. ‘ I have done nothing,’ she said, ‘to 
oflend my father. If Schreckenwald be my father’s steward, he 
is my vassal, I hide no guest to conciliate him. Sit down 
(addressing Arthur), and let us receive this man. Introduce 
him instantly, Annette, and let us hear his tidings; and bid 
him remember that, when he speaks to me, he addresses his 
mistress.’ 

Arthur resumed his seat, still more proud of his choice from 
the noble and fearless spirit disj)layetl by one who had so 
lately shown herself sensible to tiic gentlest feelings of the 
female sex. 

Annette, assuming courage from her mistress’s dauntless 
demeanour, clapped her hands together as she left the room, 
saying, but in a low voice, ‘ T see that, after all, it is something 
to be a baroness, if one can assert h(}r dignity conformingly. 
How could I be so much frightened for tliis rude man !’ 



CHAPTER XXIII 

Affairs that walk, 

As they say spirits do, at midnight have 
In them a wilder nature than the business 
That seeks dispatch by day. 

, Henry VIIL Act V. 

The approach of the steward was now boldly expected by the 
little party. Arthur, flattered at once and elevated by the 
firmness which Anne had shown when this personas arrival was 
announced, hastily considered the part which he was to act in 
the approaching scene, and prudently detei^nined to avoid all 
active and personal interference, till he should observe, from 
the demeanour of Anne, that such w’as likely to be useful or 
agreeable to her. He resumed his place, therefore, at a distant 
part of the board, on which their meal had been lately spread, 
and remained there, determined to acl in the manner Anne’s 
‘behaviour should suggest as most prudent and fitting — veiling, 
at the same time, the most acute internal anxiety by an ap- 
pearance of that deferential comjiosure which one of inferior 
rank adopts when admitted to the presence of a superior. 
Anne, on her part, seemed to prepare herself for an interview 
of interest. An air of conscious dignity succeeded the extreme 
agitation which she had so lately displayed, and, busying 
herself witli some articles of female work, she also seemed to 
expect with traiuiuillity the visit to which her attendant was 
disposed to attach so much alarm. 

A step was heard upon the stair, hurried and unequal, as 
that of some one in confusibn as well as haste ; the door flew 
open, and Ital Schreckenwald entered. 

Tliis person, with whom the details given to the elder 
Philipson by the Landamman Biederman have made the reader 
in some degree acquainted, was a" tall, well-made, soldierly- 
looking man. His dress, like that of persons of rank at the 
period in Germany, was more varied in colour, more cut and 
XXIII 19 
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ornamented, slashed and jagged, than *the habit worn in France 
and England. The never- failing hawk^s feather decked his 
cap, secured with a medal of gold, which served as a clasp. 
His doublet wa.s of buff, for defence, but ‘ laid down,’ as it was 
called in the tailors’ craftj with rich lace on each seam, and 
displaying bn the breast a golden chain, the emblem of his rank 
in the baron’s household. He entered with rather a hasty 
step, and bijsy and offended look, and said, somewhat rudely — 
‘Why, how now, young lady — wherefore this? Strangers in 
the castle at this period of night ! ’ 

Anne of 'Geierstein, though she had been long absent from 
her native country, was not ignorant of its habits and customs, 
and knew the haughty manner in which all who were noble 
exerted their authority over their dependants. 

‘ Are you a vassal of Arnheim, Ital Schrcckenwald, and do 
you speak to the Lady of Arnheim in her own castle with an 
elevated voice, a saucy look, and bonneted withal ? Know your 
place ; and, when you have demanded yjardon for your insolence, 
and told your errand in such terms as befit your condition and 
mine, I may listen to what you have to say.’ 

Schreckenwald’s hand, in spite of him, stole to his bonnet, 
and uncovered his haughty brow. 

‘Noble lady,’ he said, in a somewhat milder tone, ‘excuse 
me if my haste be unmannerly, but the alarm is instant. The 
soldiery of the Rhinegrave have mutinied, ])lucked down the 
banners of their master, and set u]) an independent ensign, 
which they call the pennon of 8t. Nicholas, under which they 
declare that they will maintain peace with (Jod and war witli 
all the world. This castle cannot escape them, when they con- 
sider that the first course to maintain themselves must be to 
take possession of some place of strength. You must up, then, 
and ride with the very peep of dawn. For the present, they are 
busy with the wine-skins of the j)casants, but when they wake 
in the morning they will unquestionably march hither ; and 
you may chance to fall into the liands of those who will think 
of. the terrors of the Castle of Arnheim as the figments of a 
fairy tale, and laugh at its mistress’s pretensions to honour and 
respect.’ 

' ‘Is 'it impossible to make resistance? The epistle is strong,’ 
said the young lady, ‘ and I am unwilling to leave the house 
of my fathers without attempting somewhat in our defence.’ 

‘Five hundred men,’ said Schreckeriwald, ‘might garrisoxi 
Arnheim, battlement and tower. With a less number it were 
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madness to attempt to keep such an extent of walls ; and how 
to get twenty soldiers together, I am sure I know not. So, 
having now the truth of the story, let me beseech you to 
dismiss this guest — too young, I think, to be the inmate of a 
lady^s bower — and I will point to him the nighest way out of 
the castle; for this is a sl^liit in which we must all be con- 
tented with looking to our own safety.’ 

‘And whither is it that you propose to g6V said the 
baroness, continuing to maintain, in respect to Ital Schrecken- 
wald, the complete and calm assertion of absolute superiority, 
to which the seneschal gave way with such marks of impatience 
as a fiery steed exhibits under the management of a complete 
cavalier. 

‘ To Strasburg I propose to go — that is, if it so please you 
— with such slight escort as 1 can get hastily together by day- 
break. I trust we may escape being observed by the mutineers ; 
or, if wo fall in with a party of stragglers, I apprehend but 
little difficulty in forcing my way.’ 

‘And wherefore do you prefer Strasbftrg as a place of 
asylum ? ’ 

‘ Because I trust we shall there meet your Excellency’s father, 
the noble Count Albert of Geierstein.’ 

‘ It is well,’ said the young lady. ‘You also, I think, Signior 
Philipsori, spoke of directin'g your coufse to Strasburg. If it 
consist with your convenience, you may avail yourself of the 
protection of my escort as far as that city, where you expect to 
meet your father.’ 

It will readily be believed that Arthur cheerfully bowed 
assent to a proposal which was to prolong their remaining in 
society together ; and might possibly, as his romantic imagina- 
tion suggested, afford him an opportunity, on a road beset with 
dangers, to render some service of importance. 

Ital Schrcckeuwald attempted to remonstrate. 

‘ Lady — lady ! ’ he said, with some marks of impatience. 

‘Take breath and leisure, Schreckenwald,’ said Anne, ‘and 
you will be more able to exp-ess yourself with distinctness and 
with respectful propriety.’ 

The impatient vassal muttered an oath betwixt his teeth, and 
answered with forced civility — ‘ Permit me to state, that our 
case requires we should charge ours^es with the care of no one 
but you. We shall be few enough for your defence, and I can- 
not permit any stranger to travel with us.’ 

‘ If,’ said Arthur, ‘ I conceived that I was to be a useless 
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encumbrance on the retreat of this noble young lady, worlds, 
sir squire, would not induce me to accept her offer. But I am 
neither child nor woman : I am a full-grown man, and ready to 
show such good service as manhood may in defence of your lady.’ 

‘ If we must not challenge your valour and ability, young 
sir,’ said Schreckenwald, * who shall answer for your fidelity ? ’ 

‘To question that elsewhere,’ said Arthur, ‘might be 
dangerous.’ * 

But Anne interfered between them. ‘ Wo must straight to 
rest, and remain prompt for alarm, perhaps even before the 
hour of dawn. Schreckenwald, I trust to your care for due 
watch and ward. You have men enough at least for that 
purpose., And hear and mark — it is my desire and command 
that this gentleman be accommodated with lodgings here for 
this night, and that he travel with us to-morrow. For this I 
will be responsible to my father, and your part is only to obey 
my commands. I have long had occasion to know both the 
young man’s father and himself, who were ancient guests of my 
uncle, the Landamman. On the journey you will keep the 
youth beside you, and use such courtesy to him as your rugged 
temper will permit.’ 

Ital Schreckenwald intimated his acquiescence with a look 
of bitterness, which it were vain to attempt to describe. It 
expressed spite, mortification, humbled pride, and relhctant 
submission. He did submit, however, and ushered young 
Philipson into a decent apartment with a bod, which the 
fatigue and agitation of the preceding day rendered very 
acceptable. 

Notwithstanding the ardour with wliich Arthur expected 
the. rise of the next dawn, his deep repose, the fruit of fatigue, 
held him until the reddening of the cast, when the voice of 
Schreckenwald exclaimed, ‘Up, sir Englishman, if you mean 
to accomplish your boast of loyal service. It is time we were 
in the saddle, and we shall tarry for no sluggards.’ 

Arthur was on the floor of the apartment, and dressed, in 
almost an instant, not forgetting to put on his shirt of mail, 
and assume whatever weapons seemed most fit to render him 
an efficient part of the convoy. He next hastened, to seek out 
the stable, to have his horse in readiness ; and, descending for 
that purpose into the under story of the lower mass of build- 
ings, he was wandering in search of the \vay which led to the 
offices, when the voice of Annette Veilchen softly whispered, 

‘ This way, Signior Philipson ; 1 would speak with you,’ 
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The Swiss maiden, at the same time, beckoned him into a 
small room, where he found her alone. 

‘ Were you not surprised,’ she said, ‘ to see my lady queen 
it so over Ital Schreckenwald, who keeps every other person in 
awe with his stern looks and cross words? But the air of 

command seems so natural to her that, instead of being a 

baroness, she might have been an empress. It must come of 
birth, I think, after all, for I tried last night to take state 

upon me, after the fashion of tny mistress, ai^, would you 

think it, the brute Schreckenwald threatened to throw me out 
of the window ? But if ever I see Martin Sprenger again. I’ll 
know if there is strength in a Swiss arm, and virtue in a Swiss 
quarter-staff. But here I stand prating, and my lady wishes 
to see you for a minute ere we take to horse.’ 

‘Your lady ! ’ said Arthur, starting. ‘Why did you lose an 
instant ? — why not tell me before ? ’ 

‘ Because I was only to keep you here till she came, and — 
here she is.’ 

Anne of Geierstein entered, fully attired for her journey. 
Annette, always willing to do as she woul^i wish to be done by, 
was about to leave the apartment, when her mistress, who had 
apparently made up her mind concerning what she had to do 
or say, commanded her positively to remain. 

‘ I am sure,’ she said, ‘ Sigiiior Philipson will rightly under- 
stand the feelings of hospitality — I will say of friendship — 
which prevented my suffering him to be expelled from my 
castle last night, and which have determined me this morning 
to admit of his company on the somewhat dangerous road to 
Stmsburg. At the gate of that town we part, I to join my 
father, you to place yourself under the direction of yours. 
From that moment intercourse between us ends, and our 
remembrance of each other must be as the thoughts which we 
pay to friends deceased.’ 

‘Tender recollections,’ said Arthur, passionately, ‘more dear 
to our bosoms than all wo have surviving upon earth.’ 

‘Not a word in that tone,’ answered the maiden. ‘With 
night delusion should e^d, and reason awaken with dawning. 
One word more. Do not address me on the road ; you may, by 
doing so, expose me to vexatious and insulting suspicion, and 
yoiu'self to quarrels and peril. Farewell, our party is ready to 
take horse.’ •• 

She left the apartment, where Arthur remained for a moment 
deeply bew lldered in grief and disappointment. The patience. 
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nay, even favour, with which Anne of Geierstein had, on the 
previous night, listened to his passion had not prepared him 
for the terms of reserve and distance which she now adopted 
towards him. He was ignorant that noble maids, if feeling or 
passion has for a moment swayed them from the strict path of 
principle and duty, endeavour to atone for it by instantly 
returning, and severely adhering, to the line from which they 
have made a momentary departure. He looked mournfully on 
Annette, whp, as she had been in the room before Anne^s 
arrival, took the privilege of remaining a minute after her 
departure ; but he read no comfort in the glances of the con- 
fidante, who seemed as much disconcerted as himself. 

‘ I cannot imagine what hath happened to her,’ said Annette ; 
‘ to me she is kind as ever, but to every other person about her 
she plays countess and baroness with a witness ; and now she 
is begun to tyrannise over her own natural feelings, and — if 
this be greatness, Annette Veilchen trusts always to remain 
the penniless Swiss girl ; she is mistress of her own freedom, 
and at liberty to speak with her bachelor when she pleases, so 
as religion and maidep modesty suffer nothing in the conversa- 
tion. Oh, a single daisy twisted with content into one’s hair 
is worth all the opals in India, if they bind us to torment our- 
selves and other people, or hinder us from speaking our mind, 
when our heart is upon our tongue. But never fear, Arthur ; 
for, if she has the cruelty ‘to think of forgetting you, you may 
rely on one friend who, while she has a tongue and Anne has 
ears, will make it impossible for her to do so.’ 

So saying, away tripped Annette, having first indicated to 
Philipson the passage by which he would find the lower court 
of the castle. There his steed stood ready, among about 
twenty others. Twelve of these were accoutred with war 
saddles and frontlets of proof, being intended for the use of 
as many cavaliers, or troopera, retainers of the family of Am- 
heim, whom the seneschal’s extortions had been able to collect 
on the spur of the occasion. Two palfreys, somewhat distin- 
guished by their trappings, were designed for Anne of Geior- 
stein and her favourite female attendant. The other menials, 
chiefly boys and women servants, had inferior horses. At a 
signal made, the tr9opers took their lances and stood by their 
steeds, till the females and menials were mounted and in order ; 
they then sprang into their saddles and began to move forward, 
slowly and with great precaution. Schreckenwald led the van, 
and kept Arthur Philipson close beside him. Anno and her 
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attendant were in the centre of the little body, followed by the 
unwarlike train of servants, while two or three experienced 
cavaliers brought up the rear* with strict orders to guard 
against surprise. 

On their being put into motion, the first thing which sui^rised 
Arthur was, that the horses’ hoofs no longer sent forth the sharp 
and ringing sound arising from the collision of iron and flint, 
and, as the morning light increased, ho could perceive that the 
fetlock and hoof of every steed, his own includgd, had been 
carefully wrapped around with a sufficient quantity of wool to 
prevent the usual noise which accompanied their motions. It 
was a singular thing to behold the passage of the little body 
of cavalry down the rocky road which led from the castle, un- 
attended with the noise which we are disposed to consider as 
inseparable from the motions of horse, the absence of which 
seemed to give a peculiar and almost an unearthly appc^irance 
to the cavalcade. 

They passed in this maimer the winding path which led 
from the Castle of Arnhcim to the adjacent village, which, as 
was the ancient feudal custom, lay so near the fortress that its 
inhabitants, when summoned by their ford, could instantly 
repair for its defence. But it was at present occupied by very 
different inhabitants, the mutinous soldiers of the Rhinegrave. 
When the party from Arnhcim approached the entrance of the 
village, Schreckenwald n>adc a signal to halt, which was in- 
stantly obeyed by his followers. He then rode forward in 
person to reconnoitre, accompanied by Arthur Rhilipson, both 
moving with the utmost steadiness and precaution. The 
deepest silence prevailed in the deserted streets. Here and 
there a soldier was seen, seemingly designed for a sentinel, but 
uniformly fast asleep. 

‘The swinish mutineers!’ said Schreckenwald; ‘a fair 
night-watch they keep, and a beautiful morning’s rouse would I 
treat them with, were not the point to protect yonder peevish 
wench. Halt thou here, stranger, while I ride back and bring 
them on ; there is no danger.’ 

Schreckenwald left Arthur as he spoke, who, alone in the 
street of a village filled with banditti, though they were lulled 
ii^to temporary insensibility, had no reason to consider his case 
as very comfortable. , dlic chorus of a wassail song, which some 
reveller was trolling over in h^ sleep ; or, in its turn, the 
growling of some village cur, seemed the signal for an hundred 
ruffians to start up around him. But in the space of two or 
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three minutes the noiseless cavalcade, headed by Ital Schrecken^ 
wald, kgain joined him, and followed .their leader, observing 
the utmost precaution not to give an alarm. All went well 
till they reached the farther end of the village, where, although 
the haarenhauter * who kept guard w'as as drunk as his com- 
panions on duty, a large shaggy dog which lay beside him was 
more vigilant. As the little troop approached, the animal sent 
forth a ferocious yell, loud enough to have broken the rest of 
the Seven Sleepers, and which effectually dispelled the slumbers 
of its master. The soldier snatched up his carabine and fired, 
he knew not well at what, or for what reason. The ball, how- 
ever, struck Arthur’s horse under him, and, as the animal 
fell, the sentinel rushed forward to kill or make prisoner the 
rider. 

‘ Haste on — haste on, men of Arnheim ! care for nothing but 
the young lady’s safety,’ exclaimed the leader of the band. 

‘ Stay, I command you ; aid the stranger, on your lives ! ’ 
said Anne, in a voice which, usually gentle and meek, she now 
made heard by those around her, like the note of a silver 
clarion. ‘I will not* stir till he is rescued.’ 

Schreckenwald had already spurred his horse for flight; but, 
perceiving Anne’s reluctance to follow him, he dashed back, 
and seizing a horse, which, bridled and saddled, stood picqueted 
near him, he threw the reins to Arthur Philipson ; and pushing 
his own horse, at the sanfe time, betwixt the Englishman and 
the soldier, he forced the latter to quit the hold he had on his 
person. In an instant Philipson was again mounted, when, 
seizing a battle-axe which hung at the saddle-bow of his new 
steed, he struck down the staggering sentinel, who was en- 
deavouring again to seize upon him. Tlie whole troop then 
rode off at a gallop, for the alarm began to grow general in the 
village ; some soldiers were seen coming out of their quarters, 
and others were beginning to get njx)!! horseback. Pefore 
Schreckenwald and his party had ridden a mile, they heal’d 
more than once the sound of bugles ; and when they arrived 
upon the summit of an eminence commanding a view of the 
village, their leader, who, during tlnr retreat, had placed him- 
self in the rear of his company, now halted to reconnoitre the 
enemy they had left behind them. There was bustle gnd com 
fusion in the street, but there did not appear to be any pursuit; 
so that Schreckenwald follow^ his route down the river, with 

* Baarerihauter [Barenhaiiter ] — hft of the bear's hide— a Tiickname for a German private 
soldier. 
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speed and activity indeed, but with so much steadiness at the 
same time as not to distress the slowest horse of his party. 

When they had ridden two hours and more, the confidence of 
their leader was so much augmented, that he ventured to* com- 
mand a halt at the edge of a pleasant grove, which served to 
conceal their number, whilst both riders and horses took some 
refreshment, for which purpose forage and provisions had been 
borne along with them. Ital Schrcckenwald liaving held some 
communication with the baroness, continued tb olFer their 
travelling companion a sort of surly civility. He invited him 
to partake of his own mess, which was indeed little different 
from that which was served out to the other troopers, but was 
seasoned 'with a glass of wine from a more choice flask. 

‘ To your health, brother,’ he said ; ‘ if you tell this day’s 
story truly, you will allow that I was a true comrade to you 
two hours since, in riding through the village of Arnheim.’ 

‘ I will never deny it, fair sir,.’ said Pliilipson, ‘ and I return 
you thanks for your timely assistance, alike whether it sprang 
from your mistress’s order or your own good-will.’ 

‘Ho ! ho ! my friend,’ said Schrcckenwald, laughing, ‘you are 
a philosopher, and can try conclusions while your horse lies 
rolling above you, and a haarenhanter aims his sword at your 
throat? Well, since your wit hath discovered so much, I care 
not if you know that I should not have had much scruple 
to sacrifice twenty such smooth-faced gentlemen as yourself, 
rather than the young llaroncss of Arnhcim had incurred the 
slightest danger.’ 

‘The proj)ricty of the sentiment,’ said Philipson, ‘is so 
undoubtedly correct, that 1 subscribe to it, even though it is 
something discourteously expressed towards myself.’ 

In making tliis reply, the young man, provoked at the 
insolence of Schreckeuwald’s manner, raised his voice a little. 
The circumstance did not escape observation, for on the in- 
stant Annette Yeilchen stood before them, with her mistress’s 
commands on them both to speak in whispers, or rather to be 
altogether silent. 

‘ Say to your mistress tlmt I am mute,’ said Philipson. 

‘ Our mistress, the baroness, says,’ continued Annette, with an 
emphasis on the title, to which she began to ascribe some talis- 
manic influence — ‘ the baroness, I tell you, says, that silence 
much concerns our safety, for it w^re most hazardous to draw 
upon this little fugitive party the notice of any passengers 
who may pass along the road during the necessary halt ; and so, 
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sirs, it is the baronesses request that, you will continue the 
exercise of your teeth as fast as you can, and forbear that of 
your tongues till you are in a safer condition/ 

* My Jady is wi^,’ answered Ital Schreckenwald, ‘ and her 
maiden is witty. I drink, Mrs. Annette, in a cup of Rudes- 
heimer, to the continuance of her sagacity, and of your amiable 
liveliness of disposition. Will it please you, fair mistress, to 
pledge me in this generous liquor ? ’ 

‘Out, th«u German wine - flask ! Out, thou eternal swill- 
flagon ! Heard you ever of a modest maiden who drank wine 
before she had dined ? ’ 

‘Remain without the generous inspiration, tlien,^ said the 
Grerman, ‘ and nourish thy satirical vein on sour cider or acid 
whey.’ 

A short space having been allowed to refresh themselves, 
the little party again mounted their horses, and travelled with 
such speed, that long before noon they arrived at the strongly 
fortified town of Kehl, opposite to Strasburg, on the eastern 
bank of the Rhine. 

It is for local antiquaries to discover whether the travellers 
crossed from Kehl to Strasburg by the celebrated bridge of 
boats which at present maintains the communication across 
the river, or whetlier they were wafted over by some other mode 
of transportation. It is enough that they passed in safety, and 
had landed on the other 'side, where — whether she dreaded that 
he might forget the charge she had given him, that here they 
were to separate, or whether she thought that something more 
might be said in the moment of parting — the young baroness, 
before remounting her horse, once more approached Arthur 
Philipson, who too truly guessed the tenor of what she had to 
say. 

‘Gentle stranger,’ she said, ‘ 1 must now bid you farewell. 
But first let me ask if you know whereabouts you are U> seek 
your father ? ’ 

‘In an inn called the Flying Stag,’ said Arthm*, (h?jee*toclly ; 
‘but where that is situated in this large tr)wn, I know not.’ 

‘ Do you know the plac(^, Ital Sohreckenwald ? ’ 

‘I, young lady? Not I — I know nothing of Strasburg and 
its inns. I believe most of our party are as ignorant as 1 am.’ 

‘You and they speak German, I suppose,’ said tlio baroness, 
drily, ‘and can make inqtliry more easily than a foreigner? 
Go, sir, and forget not that humanity to the stranger is a reli- 
gious duty.’ 
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With that shrug of the shoulders which testifies a displeased 
messenger, Ital went to make some inquiry, and in his. absence, 
brief as it was, Anne took an opportunity to say apart — * Fare- ^ 
well — farewell ! Accept this token of friendship, and wear it 
for my sake. May you be happy ! ’ 

Her slender fingers dropped into his hand, ar very sm^l 
parcel. He turned to thank her, but she was already at some 
distance ; and Schreckenwald, who had taken his place by his 
side, said in his harsh voice, ‘ Come, gir squife, I •have foqnd 
out your place of rendezvous, and I have 'but little time to play 
the gentleman-usher/ 

He then rode on ; and Philipson, mounted on his military 
charger, followed him in silence to the point where a large 
street joined, or rather crossed, that which led from the quay 
on which they had landed. 

‘Yonder swings the Flying Stag, ^ said Ital, pointing to an 
immense sign, which, mounted on a huge wooden frame, crossed 
almost the whole breadth of the street. ‘Your intelligence 
can, I think, hardly abandon you, with such a guide-post in 
your eye.’ , * 

So saying, he turned his horse without further farewell, and 
rode back to join his mistress and her attendants. 

Philipson’s eyes rested on the same group for a moment, 
when he was recalled to a sense of his situation by the thoughts 
of his father ; and, spurring his jaded* horse down the cross 
street, he reached the hostelry of the Flying Stag. 



CHAPTER XXIV 

I was, I must confess, 

Fair Albion’s queen in former golden days ; 

But now mischance hath trode my title down, 

And with dishonour laid me in the dust, 

Where I must take like seat unto my fortune, 

And to my liumble seat conform myself. 

llennj IV. Part HI. 

The hostelry of the Flying Stag, in Strasburg, was, like every 
inn in the Empire at the period, conducted much with the 
same discourteous ‘inattention to the wants and accommodation 
of the guests as that of John Mengs. But the youth and 
good looks of Arthur Philipson, circumstances which seldom or 
never fail to produce some effect where the fair are concerned, 
prevailed upon a short, plump, dimpled, blue-eyed, fair-skinned 
yungfrau^ the daughter of the landlord of the Flying' Sbig, 
himself a fat old man, pinned to the oaken chair in the stubey 
to carry herself to the young Englishman with a degree of 
condescension which, in the privileged race to wliich she be- 
longed, was little short of degradation. She not only put her 
light buskins and her pretty ankles in danger of being soiled 
by tripping across the yard to point out an unoccupied stable, 
but, on Arthur’s inquiry after his father, condescended to 
recollect that such a guest as he described had lodged in the 
house last night, and had said he expected to meet there a 
young person, his fellow-traveller, 

‘I will send him out to you, fair sir,’ said the little yu7tg- 
frau with a smile, which, if things* of the kind are to be valued 
by their rare occurrence, must have been reckoned inestimable. 

She was as good' as her word. In a few instants the elder 
Philipson entered the sUible, and folded his son in his arms. 

‘My son — my dear sott!’ said the Englishman, his usual 
stoicism broken down and melted by natural feeling and 
parental tenderness. ‘Welcome to mo at all times — welcoine 
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in a period of doubt and danger — and most welcome of all in 
a moment which forms the very crisis of our fate. In a few 
hours I shall know what we may expect from the Duke of 
Burgundy. Hast thou the token V 

Arthur^s hand first sought that which was nearest to his 
heart, both in the literal and allegorical sense, the small parcel, 
namely, which Anne had given him at parting. But he recol- 
lected himself in the instant, and presented to bis father the 
packet which had been so strangely lost and recSvered at La 
Ferette. 

‘ It hath run its own risk since you saw it,’ he observed to 
his father, ‘ and so have I mine. I received hospitality at a 
castle last night, and behold a body of lanzknechts in the 
neighbourhood began in the morning to mutiny for their pay. 
The inhabitants fled from the castle to escape their violence, 
and, as we passed their leaguer in the grey of the morning, a 
drunken baarenhauter shot my poor horse, and I was forced, 
in the way of exchange, to take up with his heavy Flemish 
animal, with its steel saddle and its clumsy chaffron.’ 

‘ Our road is beset witli perils,’ said his*father. * IAQ P. have 
had my share, having been in great danger (he*ToId* not its 
precise nature) {it an inn whore 1 rested Jast night. But I 
left it in the morning, and proceeded hither in safety. I have 
at length, however, obtained a safe ejicort to conduct me to the 
Duke’s camp nofir Dijon ; and I trust to have an audience of 
liim this evening. Then, if our last hope should fail, we will 
seek the seaport of Mjirscilles, hoist sail for Candia or for 
Rhodes, and spend oiir lives in defence of Christendom, since 
we may no longer fight for England.’ 

Arthur heard these ominous words without reply ; but they 
did not the less sink upon his heart, deadly as the doom of the 
judge which secludes the criminal from society and all its joys, 
and condemns him to an eternal prison-house. The bells from 
the cathedi’al began to toll at this instant, and reminded the 
elder Philipson of the duty of hearing mass, which was said at 
all hours in some one or other of the separate chapels which 
are contained in that magnificent pile. His son followed, on 
an intimation of his pleasure. 

In approaching the access to this superb cathedral, the 
travellers found it obstructed, as^^s usual in Catholic countries, 
by the number of mendicants of both sexes who crowded round 
the entrance to give the worshippers an opportunity of dis- 
charging the duty of almsgiving, so positively enjoined as a 
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chief observance of their church. The Englishmen extricated 
themselves from their importunity by bestowing, as is usual on 
such occasions, a donative of small coin upon those who ap- 
peared most needy, or most deserving of their charity. One 
tall woman stood on the steps close to the door, and extended 
her hand to the elder Philipson, who, struck with her appear- 
ance, exchanged for a piece of silver the copper coins which he 
had been distributing amongst others. 

‘A marvel ! ’ she said, in the English language, but in a tone 
calculated only to be heard by him alone, although his son also 
caught the sound and sense of what she said — ‘ ay, a miracle ! 
An Englishman still possesses a silver piece, and can afford to 
bestow it on the poor ! ’ 

Arthur was sensible that his father started somewhat at the 
voice or words, which bore, even in his ear, something of deeper 
import than the observation of an ordinary mendicant. But, 
after a glance at the female who thus addressed him, his father 
passed onwards into the body of the church, and was soon 
engaged in attending to the solemn ceremony of the mass, as 
it was_ performed by a priest at the altar of a chapel divided 
from the main body of the splendid edifice, and dedicated, as 
it appeared from the image over the altar, to St. George — that 
military saint whose real history is so obscure, though his 
popular legend rendered him an object of peculiar veneration 
during the feudal ages. The ceremony was begun and finished 
with all customary forms. The officiating priest, witli his at- 
tendants, withdrew, and though some of the few worshippers 
who had assisted at the solemnity remained telling thc.'ir beads, 
and occupied with the performance of their ])rivate devotions, 
far the greater part left the chapel, to visit other shrines, or to 
return to the prosecution of their secular affairs. 

But Arthur Philipson remarked tliat, whilst they dro]jped 
off one after another, the tall wmman who had reccive(,l his 
father’s alms continued to kneel near the altar ; and he w^is yet 
more surprised to sec that his father himself, who, he had many 
reasons to know, was desirous to spend in the church no more 
time than the duties of devotion absolutely claimed, remained 
also on his knees, with his eyes resting on the form of the veiled 
devotee (such she seemed from her dress), as if his own motions 
were to be guided by hers. By no idea w liich occurred to him 
was Arthur able to form the least conjedture as to his father’s 
motives ; he only knew that he was engaged in a critical atid 
dangerous negotiation, liable to influence or interruption from 
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various quarters ; and that political suspicioji was so generally 
awake both in France, Italy, and Flanders,, that the most 
important agents were often obliged to assume the most im- 
penetrable disguises, in order to insinuate themselves without 
suspicion into the countries where their services were required. 
Louis XL, in particular, whose singular policy seemed in 
some degree to give a character to the age in .which he 
lived, was well known to have disguised his prineipal emis- 
saries and envoys in the fictitious garbs of mencJicant monks, 
minstrels, gipsies, and other privileged wanderers of the 
meanest description. 

Arthur concluded, therefore, that it was not improbable 
that this female might, like themselves, be something more 
than her dress imported ; and he resolved to observe his father’s 
deportment towards her, and regulate his own actions accord- 
ingly. A bell at last announced that mass, upon a more 
splendid scale, was about to -be celebrated before the high 
altar of the cathedral itself, and its sound withdrew from the 
sequestered cha]:>el of St. George the few who had remained at 
the shrine of the military saint, exceptinj^ the fa ther an d son, 
and the female penitent who kneeled opposite to tflbtfi!' ^ when 
the last of the woi’shippers had retired, the female arose and 
advanced towards the elder Philipson, who, folding his arms 
on his bosom, and stooping his head, in an attitude of obeisance 
which his son had never before seen him assume, appeared 
rather to wait what she had to say than to propose addressing 
her. 

There was a ])ause. Four lamps, lighted before the shrine 
of the saint, cast a dim radiance on his armour and steed, 
represented as he was in the act of transfixing wdth his lance 
the jirostrate dragon, whose outstretched wings and writhing 
neck were in part touched by their beams. The rest of the 
chapel wais dimly illuminated by the autumnal sun, which 
could scarce find its way through the stained panes of the 
small lanceolated wdndow, which w'as its only aperture to the 
open air. The light fell doubtful and gloomy, tinged with the 
various hues through which it passed, upon the stately, yet 
somewhat broken and dejected, form of the female, and on 
those of the melancholy and anxious father, and his son, who, 
with all the eager interest of youth, suspected and anticipated 
extraordinary consequences from So singular an interview. 

At length the female approached to the same side of the 
shrine with Arthur and his father, as if to be more distinctly 
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heard, without beiog obliged to raise the dbw, solemn voice in 
which she had spoken. 

* Do you here worship/ she said, ‘ the St. George of Burgundy 
or the St. George of Merry England, the flower of chivalry ? [ 

‘I serve,’ said Philipson, folding his l^nds humbly. on his 
bosom, ‘ the saint to whom this chapel is dedicated, and the 
Deity with whom I hope for his holy intercession, whether here 
or in my native country.’ 

‘Ay — yoxji* said the female, ‘even you can forget — you, even 
you, who have been numbered among the mirror of knighthood 
— can forget that you have worshipped in the royal fane of 
Windspr — that you have there bent a gartered knee, where 
kings and princes kneeled around you — you can forget this, and 
make your orisons at a foreign shrine, with a heart undisturbed 
with the thoughts of what you have been — praying, dike some 
poor peasant, for bread and life during the day that passes over 

you*’ 

‘ Lady,’ replied Philipson, ‘ in my proudest hours I was, 
before the Being to whom I preferred my prayers, but as a 
worm in the dust. Jn His eyes I am now neither less nor more, 
may be in the opinion of my fellow-reptiles.’ 

‘ How canst thou think thus % ’ said the devotee ; ‘ and yet it 
is well with thee that thou canst. But what have thy losses 
been compared to mine ? ’ 

She put her hand to her brow, and seemed for a moment 
overpowered by agonizing recollections. 

Arthur pressed to his father’s side, and inquired, in a tone 
of interest which could not be repressed, ‘ Father, who is this 
lady ? Is it my mother 1 ’ 

‘No, my son,’ answered Philipson. ‘Peace, for tlie sake of 
all you hold dear or holy ! ’ 

The singular female, however, heard both the question and 
answer, though expressed in a whisper. 

‘Yes,’ she said, ‘young man, I am — I should say I was — 
your mother — the mother, the protectress, of . all that was noble 
in England. I am Margaret of Anjou.’ 

Arthur sank on his knees befan^ the dauntless widow of 
Henry the Sixth, who so long, and in such desperate circum- 
stances, upheld, by unyielding courage and deep policy, the 
sinking cause of her feeble husband ; and who, if she O(joasion- 
ally abused victory by crueky and revenge, had made some 
atonement by the indomitable resolution with which she had 
supported the fiercest storms of adversity. Arthur had been 
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bred in devo<^ed adherence to the now dethroned line of Lah- 
caster, of which his father was one of the most distinguished 
supporters; and his earliest deeds of arms, which, though 
unfortunate, were neither obscure nor ignoble, had been done 
in their cause. With an enthusiasm belonging to his age and 
education, he in the same instant flung his bonnet on the pave- 
ment and knelt at the feet of his ill-fated sovereign. 

Margaret threw back the veil which concealed those noble 
and majestic features which even yet, though riVers of tears 
had furrowed her cbeek, though care, disappointment, domestic 
grief, and humbled pride had quenched the Are of her eye, and 
wasted the smooth dignity of her forehead — even yet showed 
the remains of that beauty which once was held unequalled in 
Europe. The apathy with which a succession of misfortunes 
and disappointed hopes had chilled the feelings of the unfor- 
tunate princess was for a moment melted by the sight of the 
fair youth’s enthusiasm. She abandoned one hand to him, 
which he covered with tears and kisses, and with the other 
stroked with maternal tenderness his curled locks, as she 
endeavoured to raise him from the posture he had assumed. 
His father, in the meanwhile, shut the door of thb chapel and 
placed his back against it, withdrawing himself thus from the 
group, as if for the purpose of preventing any stranger from 
entering during a scene so extraordin 8 ,ry. 

‘And thou, then,’ said Margaret, in a voice where female 
tenderness combated strangely with her natural pride of rank, 
and with the calm, stoical indifference induced by the intensity 
of her personal misfortunes — ‘thou, fair youth, art the last 
scion of the noble stem so many fair boughs of which have 
fallen in our hapless cause. Alas — alas ! what can I do for 
thee ? Margaret has not even a blessing to bestow. So way- 
ward is her fate, that her benedictions are curses, and she has 
but to look on you and wish you well to ensure your speedy 
and utter ruin. I — I have been the fatal poison-tree whose 
influence has blighted and destroyed all the fair plants that 
arose beside and around me, and brought death upon every 
one, yet am myself unable lo find it ! ’ 

‘ Noble and royal mistress,’ said the elder Englishman, ‘ let 
not yoiir princely courage, which has borne such extremities, 
be dismay^, now that they are pqssed over, and that a chance 
at least of happier times is approaching to you and to 
England.’ 

- ‘To Engknd, to me, noble Oxford!’ said the forlorn and 
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widowed Queen. ‘If to-morrow’s sun. could place me once 
more on the throne of England, could it give back to me what 
I have lost ? I speak not of wealth or power ; they are as 
. nothing in the balance. I speak not of the hosts of noble 
friends who have fallen in defence of me and mine — Somersets, 
Percys, Staffords, Cliffords; they have found their place in 
fame, in the annals of their country. I speak not of my hus- 
band ; he has exchanged the state of a suffering saint upon 
earth for that of a glorified saint in Heaven. But 0, Oxford, 
my son — my Edward ! Is it possible for me to look on this 
youth, and not remember that thy countess and I on the same 
night gave birth to two fair boys ? How oft we endeavoured 
to prophesy their future fortunes, and to persuade ourselves 
that the same constellation which shone on their birth would 
influence their succeeding life, and hold a friendly and equal 
bias till they reached some destined goal of happiness and 
honour ! Thy Arthur lives; but, alas ! iny Edward, born under 
the same auspices, fills a bloody grave.’ 

She wrapped her head in her mantle, as if to stifle the com- 
plaints and groans which maternal affection poured forth at 
these cruel recollections. Phili])son, or llie exilerl Earl of 
Oxford, as we may now term him, distinguished in those 
changeful times by the steadiness with whicli he liad always 
maintained his loyalty to the line Lancaster, saw the im 
prudence of indulging his sovereign in lier weakness.- 

‘Royal mistress,’ he said, ‘life’s journey is that, of a brief 
winter’s day, and its course; will run on whether we avail our 
selves of its progress or no. My sovereign is, 1 trust, too mucli 
mistress of herself to suffer lamentation for what is jrassed to 
deprive her of the power of using the ])resent time. 1 am he're 
in obedience to your command ; I am to see burgundy forth 
with, and if I find him pliant to the purpos(; to whieli w(‘ would 
turn him, events may follow which will chaaigc' into gladness 
our present mourning, ihit we must use our o]j])ort unity with 
speed as well as zeal. Let me kiiow, then, madam, for what 
reason your Majesty hath come hither, disguised and in dangcu* ? 
Surely it was not merely to weep over this young man tluit the 
high-minded Queen M/irgarct left her father’s court, disguise«l 
herself in mean attire, and came from a plac(; of safety to one 
of doubt at least, if not of danger ? ’ 

‘You mock me, Oxford,’ said the unfortunate Qu(;en, ‘or 
you deceive yourself, if you think you still serve that Margar<;t 
whose word was never spoken without a reason, and whose 
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slightest action was influenced by a motive. Alas ! I am no 
longer the same firm and rational being. The feverish 'char- 
acter of grief, while it makes one place hateful to me, drives 
me to another in very impotence and impatience of spirit. My 
father’s residence, thou sayst, is safe ; but is it tolerable for 
such a soul as mine ? Can one who has been deprived of the 
noblest and richest kingdom of Europe — one who has lost hosts 
of noble friends — one who is a widowed consort* a childless 
mother — one upon whose head Heaven hath poured forth its 
last vial of unmitigated wrath — can she stoop to be the com- 
panion of a weak old man, who, in sonnets and in music, in 
mummery and folly, in harping and rhyming, finds a eomfort 
for all that poverty has that is distressing, and, what is still 
worse, even a sohuu; in all that is riaiculous and con- 
temptible ? ’ 

‘Nay, with your leave, madam,’ said her counsellor, ‘blame 
not the good King Keno because, persecuted by fortune, he has 
been able to find out for himself humbler sources of solace, 
which your prouder s])irit is disposed to disjjiain. A contention 
among his minstrels has for him the animation ot a knightly 
combat ; and a (jrowii of flowers, twined by his troubadours, 
and graced by their sonnets, he accounts a valuable compensa- 
tion for the diadems of Jerusalem, of Naples, and of both 
fSicilics, of which he only possesses the' empty titles.’ 

‘ Speak not to me of the pitiable old man,’ said Margaret — 
\sunk belo\v even the hatred of Ins worst enemies, and never 
thought worthy of anything more than contempt. I tell thee, 
noble Oxford, 1 have been driven nearly mad with my forced 
residence at Aix, in tlie paltry circle which he calls his court. 
My ears, tuned as they now are oidy to sounds of affliction, arc 
not so weary of the eternal tinkling of harps, and squeaking of 
reln^cks, aiul snap])ing of castanets ; my eyes are not so tired 
of the beggarly afleetatiou (^f court ceremonial, which is only 
respectable wdien it implies wealth and expresses power — as my 
very soul is sick of the paltry ambition which can find pleasure 
in spangles, tassels, and trumpery, when the reality of all that 
is great and noble hath passed away. No, Oxford. If I am 
doomed to lose the last cast which fickle fortune seems to offer 
me, I will retreat into the meanest convent in the Pyrenean 
liills, and at least escape the insult of the idiot gaiety of my 
father. Let him j^ass from our memory as from the page of 
histmy, in which his name will never be recorded. I have 
much of morti importance both to hear and to tell. And now, 
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my Oxford, what news from Italy? Will the Duke of Milan 
aferd us assistance with his counsels, or with his treasures ? ^ 

‘With his counsels willingly, madam; but how you will 
relish them I know not, since he recommends to us submission 
to our hapless fate, and resignation to the will of Providence.* 

‘ The wily Italian ! Will not, then, Galeasso advance any 
part of his hoards, or assist a friend to whom he hath in his 
time full often sworn faith ? * 

‘Not even the diamonds which I offered to deposit in his 
hands,* answered the Earl, ‘ could make him unlock his treasury 
to supply us with ducats for our enterprise. Yet he said, if 
Charles of Burgundy should think seriously of an exertion in 
our favour, such was his regard for that great prince, and his 
deep sense of your Majesty’s misfortunes, that ho would con- 
sider what the state of his exchequer, though much exhausted, 
and the condition of his subjects, though impoverished by taxes 
and talliages, would permit him to advance in your behalf.* 

‘The double-faced hypocrite!* said Margaret. ‘If the 
assistance of the princely Burgundy lends us a chance of 
regaining what is our own, then he will give us some paltry 
parcel of crowns, that our restored prosperity may forget his 
indifference to our adversity ! But what of Burgundy ? 1 

have ventured hither to tell you what I have learned, aixd to 
hear report of your proScedings — a trusty watch provides for 
the secrecy of our interview. My impatience to see you brought 
me hither in this mean disguise. I have a small retinue at a 
convent a mile beyond the town — I liavo had your arrival 
watched by the faithful Lambert — and now I e(ane to know 
your hopes or your fears, and to tell you niy own.’ 

‘Royal lady,* said the Earl, ‘I have not seen the Duke. 
You know his temper to be wilful, sudden, liaugiity, and un- 
persuadable. If he can adopt the calm and sustained policy 
which the times require, T little doubt his obtaining full 
amends of Louis, his sworn enemy, and even of Edward, ins 
ambitious brother-in-law. But if he continues tf> yield to ex- 
travagant fits of passion, with or without provocation, hcj may 
hurry into a quarrel with the poor but hardy Helvetians, and 
is likely to engage in' a perilous contest, in which he cannot be 
expected to gain anything, while he undergoes a chance of tlu^ 
most serious losses.* ^ 

‘ Surely,* replied the Queen, ‘ he will not trust the asurper 
Edward, even in the very moment when he is giving the 
greatest proof of treachery to his alliance ? * 
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‘ In what respect, madam ? ’ replied Oxford. ‘ The news you 
allude to has not reached me.’ 

‘How, my lord? Am I then the first to tell you that 
Edward of York has crossed the sea with such an army as 
scarce even the renowned Henry V., my father-in-law, ever 
transported from France to Italy ? ’ 

‘ So much I have indeed heard was expected,’ said Oxford ; 
‘and I anticipated the effect as fatal to our cause.’ 

‘Edward is arrived,’ said Margaret, ‘and the traitor and 
usurper hath sent defiance to Louis of France, and demanded 
of him the crown of that kingdom as his own right — that crown 
which was placed on the head of my unhappy husband, when 
he was yet a child in the cradle.’ 

‘It is then decided — the English are in France !’ answered 
Oxford, in a tone expressive of the deepest anxiety. ‘And 
whom brings ]^]dward with him on this expedition ? ’ 

‘All — all the bitterest enemies of our house and cause. 
The false, the traitorous, the dishonoured George, whom he 
calls Duke of Clarence — the blood-drinker, Richard — the licen- 
tious Hastings — Howard — Stanley — in a ^ord, the leaders of 
all those traitors whom I would not name, unless* by doing so 
my curses could sw^eep them from the face of the earth.’ 

‘And — I tremble to ask,’ said the Earl — ‘does Burgundy 
prepare to join tlnan as a brother of the war, and make common 
cause with this Yorkish host against King Louis of France?’ 

‘ By my advices,’ replied the Queen, ‘and they are both 
private and sure, besides that they are confirmed by the bruit 
of common fame — no, my good Oxford — no!’ 

‘F(n’ that may the saints be praised!’ answered Oxford. 
‘Edward of York — I will not malign even an enemy — is a bold 
and feai-less leader ; but he is neither Edward the Third nor 
the heroic Black Prince, nor is he that fifth Henry of Lan- 
caster under wdiom 1 warn my spurs, and to whose lineage the 
thoughts of his glorious memory would have made me faithful, 
had my plighted vows of allegiance ever permitted me to enter- 
tain a thought of varying or of defection. Let Edw^ard engage 
in war with Louis without *the aid of Burgundy, on which he 
has reckoned. Louis is indeed no hero, but he is a cautious 
and skilful general, more to be dreaded, perhaps, in these 
politic days than if Oharlemagng could again raise the ori- 
flamme, surrounded by Roland and all his paladins. Louis 
will not hazard such fields as ttiose of Cressy, of Poitiers, or of 
Agincourt. With a thousand lances from Hainault, and twenty 
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thousand crowns from Burgundy, Edward shall risk the loss of 
England, while he is engaged in a protracted struggle for the 
recovery of Normandy and Guienne. But what are the move- 
ments of Burgundy ? ’ 

‘ He has menaced Germany,^ said Margaret, ‘ and his troops 
are now employed in overrunning Lorraine, of which he has 
seized the principal towns and castles/ 

‘ Where is Ferrand de Vaudemont — a youth, it is said, of 
courage and enterprise, and claiming Lorraine in right of his 
mother, Yolande of Anjou, the sister of your Grace ? ’ 

‘ Fled,* replied the Queen, ‘ into Germany or Helvetia.* 

‘ Let Burgundy beware of him,* said the experienced Earl ; 
‘ for, should the disinherited youth obtain confederates in Ger- 
many and allies among the hardy Swiss, Charles of Burgundy 
may find him a far more formidable enemy than he expects. 
We are strong for the present only in the Diike*s strength, 
and if it is wasted in idle and desultory eftbrts our hopes, alas ! 
vanish with his power, even if he should bo found to have the 
decided will to assist us. My friends in l!]ngland are resolute 
not to stir without ihen and money from Ihirgundy.* 

‘It is a fW,* said Margaret, ‘but not our worst fear. T 
dread more the policy of Louis, who, unless my espials have 
grossly deceived me, has even already proposed a secret peace 
to Edward, offering with large sums of money to ])urchase 
England to the Yorkists, and a truce of seven years.* 

‘ It cannot be,* said Oxford. ‘ No Englishman, commanding 
such an army as Edward must now lead, dares for very shame 
to retire from France without a rnaiily attempt to recover liis 
lost provinces.’ 

‘Such would have been the thouglits of a rightful ])rincc,* 
said Margaret, ‘who left behind him an obedient and faithful 
kingdom. Such may not be the thoughts of this Edward, mis- 
named Plantagenet, base perhaps in mind as in blood, since 
they say his real father was one Blackburn, an archer of 
Middleham — usurper, at least, if not bastard - such will not bo 
his thoughts.* Every breeze that Idows from England will 
bring with it apprehensions of defection amongst those over 
whom he has usurped authority. He will not sloop in peace 
till he returns to England with those cut throats, whom ho 
relies upon for the defence of, his stolen crown. He will engage 
in no war with Louis, for Louis will not hesibite to soothe his 

* The Lancastrian party threw the imputation of Imstaniy (which was totally 
unfounded) upon Edward IV. 
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pride by humiliation, to gorge his avarice and pamper his 
voluptuous prodigality by sums of gold ; and I fear much we 
shall soon hear of the English army retiring frogn France with 
the idle boast that they have displayed their banner^ once 
more, for a week or two, in the provinces which were formerly 
their own.’ 

^ It the more becomes us to be speedy in moving Burgundy 
to decision,’ replied Oxford; ‘and for that purpose I post to 
Dijon. Such an army as Edward’s cannot be traftisported over 
the narrow seas in several weeks. The probability is that 
they must winter in France, even if they should have truce 
with King Louis. With a thousand Hainault lances from the 
eastern part of Flanders, T can be soon in the North, where we 
have many friends, besides the assurance of help from Scotland. 
The faithful West will rise at a signal — a Clifford can be found, 
though the mountain mists have hid him from Richard’s 
researches — the Welsh will assemble at the rallying word of 
Tudor — the Red Rose raises its head once more — and so, God 
save K ing Henry ! ’ 

‘Alas!’ said the Queen. ‘But no liifsband — no friend of 
mine the son but of my mother-in-law by a Welsh chieftain 
— cold, they say, and crafty. But be it so — let me only see 
Lane^aster triumph and obtain revenge upon York, and I will 
die contented !’ * 

‘ It is then youi’ pleasure that I should make the proffers 
expressed l)y your (trace’s former mandates, to induce Bur- 
gundy to stir himself in our cause? If he learns the proposal 
of a truce betwixt Franco and England, it will sting sharper 
than aught 1 can say.’ 

‘ Promise all, however,’ said the Queen. ‘ I know his inmost 
soul : it is set u})ou extendijig the dominions of his house in 
eveiy dircjction. For this he has seized Gueldres — for this he 
now overruns and occupies Ijorraine — for this he covets such 
poor remnants of Provence as my father still calls his own. 
With such augmented territories, he proposes to exchange his 
ducal diadem for an arched crown of independent sovereignty. 
1Y11 the Duke, Margaret* can assist his views; tell him that 
my father Rene shall disown the opposition made to the Duke’s 
seizure of Lorraine — he shall do more, he shall declare Charles 
his heir in Provence, with my ample consent ; tell him, the old 
man shall cede his dominions to him upon the instant that his 
Hainaulters embark for England, some small pension deducted 
to maintain a concert of fiddlers and a troop of morrice-dancers. 
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These are Ken6^s only earthly wants. Mine are still fewer. 
Revenge upon York, and a speedy grave 1 For the paltry gold 
which we may need, thou hast jewels to pledge. For the other 
conditions, security if required.’ 

‘For these, madam, I can pledge my knightly word, in 
addition to your royal faith; and if more is required, my son 
shall be a hostage with Burgundy.’ 

‘Oh no — -no!’ exclaimed the dethroned Queen, touched by 
perhaps the ofaly tender feeling which repeated and extraordin- 
ary misfortunes had not chilled into insensibility. ‘ Hazard 
not the life of the noble youth — he that is the last of the loyal 
and faithful house of Vere— he that should have been the 
brother in arms of my beloved Edward — he that had so nearly 
been his companion in a bloody and untimely grave ! Do 
not involve this poor child in these fatal intrigues, which have 
been so baneful to his family. Let him go with me. Him at 
least I will shelter from danger whilst 1 live, and provide for 
when I am no more.’ 

‘Forgive me, madam,’ s^iid Oxford, with the firmness which 
distinguished him. ^My son, as you deign to recollect, is a 
De Vere, destined, perhaps, to be the last of his name. Fall 
he may, but it must not be without honour. To whatever 
dangers his duty and allegiance call him, be it from sword or 
lance, axe or gibbet, to thpse he must ex]5ose himself fnmkly, 
when his doing so can mark his allegiance. His ancestors have 
shown him how to brave them all.’ 

‘True — true,’ exclaimed the unfortunate Queen, raising her 
arms wildly. ‘All must perish -all that have honoured Lan- 
caster — all that have loved Margaret, or whom she has loved ! 
The destruction must be universal — the young must fall with 
the old — not a lamb of the scattered flock shall escape ! ’ 

‘For God’s sake, gracious madam,’ said Oxford, ‘compose 
yourself ! I hear them knock on the chapel door.’ 

‘It is the signal of parting,’ said the exiled Queen, collecting 
herself. ‘ Do not fear, noble Oxford, T am not often thus ; but 
how seldom do I see those friends whose faces and voices can 
disturb the composure of my despaiv ! Let me tie this relic 
about thy neck, good youth, and fear not its evil influence, 
though you receive it from an ill-omened hand. It was 
my husband’s, blessed by many a prayer, and sanctified by 
many a holy tear; even my unhappy hands cannot pollute 
it. I should have bound it on my Edward’s bosom on the 
dreadful morning of Tewkesbury fight ; but he armed early 
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— went to the field without seeing me, and all my purpose was 
vain/ 

She passed a golden chain round Arthur’s neck as she spoke, 
which contained a small gold crucifix of rich but barbalrous 
manufacture. It had belonged, said tradition, to Edward the 
Confessor. The knock at the door of the chapel was repeated. 

‘We must not tarry,’ said Margaret; ‘let us part here — you 
for Dijon, I to Aix, my abode of^ unrest in Provence. Fare- 
w’ell ; we may meet in a better hour — yet how cafi I hope it ? 
Thus 1 said on the morning before the fight of St. Albans — 
thus on the dark dawning of Towton — thus on the yet more 
bloody field of Tewkesbury — and what was the event? Yet 
hope is a plant which cannot be rooted out of a noble breast 
till the last heart-string crack as it is pulled away.’ 

So saying, she passed through the chapel door, and mingled 
in the miscellaneous assemblage of personages who worshipped, 
or indulged their curiosity, or consumed their idle hours, amongst 
the aisles of the cathedral. 

Philipson and his son, both deeply impressed with the singular 
interview which had just taken place, rclRirned to their inn, 
where they found a pursuivant, with the Duke of Burgundy’s 
badge and livery, who informed them that, if they were the 
English merchants who were carrying wares of value to the 
court of the Duke, he had orders to aflgrd them the countenance 
of his escort and inviolable character. Under his protection 
they set out from Strasburg ; but such was the uncertainty of 
the Duke of Burgundy’s motions, and such the numerous 
obstacles wliich occurred to interrupt their journey, in a country 
disturbed by the constant passage of troops and preparation for 
war, that it was evening on the second day ere they reached 
the plain near Dijon on which the Avhole, or great part, of his 
power lay encamped. 



OHATTER XXV 

Thus said the Dukn — thus did tho Duke infer. 

liichard III. 

The eyes of the elder traveller were well accustomed to sights 
of martial splendour, yet even he was dazzled with the rich and 
glorious display of tho Burgundian camp, in which, near the 
walls of Dijon, Charles, the wealthiest prince in Europe, had 
displayed his own extravagance, and encouraged his followers to 
similar profusion. The pavilions of tlie meanest officers were 
of silk and samite, while those of the nobility and great leaders 
glittered with cloth ‘of silver, cloth of gold, variegated tapestry, 
and other precious materials, which in luj other situation would 
have been employed as a cover from the weather, but would 
themselves have been thought worthy of the most careful 
protection. Tho horsemen and infantry who mounted guard 
were arrayed in the richest and most gorgeous armour. A 
beautiful and very numerous train of artillery was drawn up 
near the entrance of the camp, and in its commander Rhilipson 
(to give the Earl the travelling name to whicli our readers are 
accustomed) recognised Henry CVdvin, an Euglisliman of inferior 
birth, but distinguished for his skill in conducting these terrible 
engines which had of late come into general use in war. The 
banners and pennons which were displayerl by every knight, 
baron, and man of rank floated before their touts, and the 
owners of these transitory dwellings sat at the door halbarmcd, 
and enjoyed the military contests of the soldiers, in wnjstling, 
pitching tlie bar, and other athletic exercisi^s. 

Long rows of the noblest borj^cs were scon at pic<piet, 
prancing and tossing their heads, as impatient of the imictivity 
to which they were confined, or were heard neighing over the 
provender which was sprcatjl plentifully before them. The 
soldiers formed joyous groups around tiio mpistrels and strolb 
ing jugglers, or were engaged in driuking-parties at the sutlers* 
tents; others strblled about with foldetl arms, casting their 
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eyes now and then to the sinking sun, as if desirous that the 
hour should arrive which should put an end to a day unoccupied, 
and therefore tedious. 

At length the travellers reached, amidst the dazzling 
varieties of this military display, the pavilion of the Duke him- 
self, before which floated heavily in the evening breeze the 
broad and rich banner in which glowed the armorial bearings 
and quarterings of a prince, duke of six provinces, and count 
of fifteen counties, who was, from his power, hiai disposition, 
and the success which seemed to attend his enterprises, the 
general dread of Europe. The pursuivant made himself known 
to some of the household, and' the Englishmen were immedi- 
ately received with courtesy, though not such as to draw 
attention upon them, and conveyed to a neighbouring tent, the 
residence of a general oflicer, which they were given to under- 
stand was destined for their accommodation, and where their 
packages accordingly were deposited, and refreshments offered 
them. 

‘As tlie camp is filled,’ said the domestic wdio waited upon 
them, ‘with soldiers of different nations# and uncertain dis- 
positions, the Didvc of lUirgiindy, for the safety «f your mer- 
chandise, has ordered you the protection of a regular sentinel. 
In the meantime, be in readiness to wait on his Highness, 
seeing you may look to be presently sent for.’ 

Accordingly, the elder Philipson was shortly after summoned 
to the Ih ike’s ])resenco, introduced by a back entrance into the 
ducal pavilion, and into that part of it which, vsereened by close 
curtains and wooden barricades, formed Charles’s own separate 
apartment. The ])lainness of the furniture, and the coarse 
apparatus of the Duke’s toilette, formed a strong contrast to 
the appear’anee of the exterior of the pavilion; for Charles, 
whose character was, in that as in other things, far from con- 
sistent, exhibited in his own person during war an austerity, or 
rather coarseness, of dress, and sometimes of manners also, which 
was more like the rudeness of a Cerman lanzknecht than the 
bearing of a prince of exalted rank ; while, at the same time, he 
encouraged and enjoined a^great splendour of expense and dis- 
play amongst his vassals and courtiers, as if to be rudely attired, 
and* to despise eveiy restraint, even of ordinary ceremony, were 
a privilege of the sovereign alone. Yet, when it pleased him to 
assume state in person and mantiers, none knew better than 
Charles of Burgundy how he ought to adorn a nd demean himself. 

Upon his toilette appeared brushes and combs which might 
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have claimed dismissal as past the term of service, overworn 
hats and doublets, dog-leashes, leather belts, and other such 
paltry articles; amongst which lay at random, as it seemed, 
the great diamond called Sanci, the three rubies termed the 
Three Brothers of Antwerp, another great diamond called the 
Lamp of Flanders, and other precious stones of scarcely inferior 
value and rarity. This extraordinary display somewhat re- 
sembled the character of the Duke himself, who mixed cruelty 
with justice^ magnanimity with meanness of spirit, economy 
with extravagance, and liberality with avarice ; being, in fact, 
consistent in nothing excepting in his obstinate determination 
to follow the opinion he had once formed, in every situation of 
things, and through all variety of risks. 

In the midst of the valueless and inestimable articles of his 
wardrobe and toilette, the Duke of Burgundy called out to the 
English traveller, ‘ Welcome, Herr Philipson — w^elcome, you of 
a nation whose traders are princes, and their merchants the 
mighty ones of the earth. What new commodities have you 
brought to gull us with ? You merchants, by St. George, arc 
a wily generation.’ i. 

‘ Faith, no new merchandise I, my lord,’ answered the elder 
Englishman : ‘ I bring but the commodities which I showed 
your Highness the last time I communicated w’itli you, in the 
hope of a poor trader that your Grace may find them more 
acceptable upon a review than when you first saw them.’ 

‘It is well. Sir — Philipville, I think they call you? You arc 
a simple trader, or you take me for a silly purchaser, that you 
think to gull me with the same wares which 1 fancied not 
formerly. Change of fashion, man — novelty is the motto of 
commerce ; your Lancaster wares have had their day, and I 
have bought of them like others, and was like enough to have 
paid dear for them too. York is all the vogue now.’ 

‘ It may be so among the vulgar,’ .s<aid the Hirl of Oxford ; 
‘but for souls like your Highness faith, honour, and loyalty 
are jewels which change of fancy or mutability of taste cannot 
put out of fashion.’ 

‘Why, it may be, noble Oxfordj’ said the Duke, ‘that I 
preserve in my secret mind some veneration for these old- 
fashioned qualities, elsb why should I have such regard' for your 
person, in which they have ever been distinguished ? But my 
situation is painfully urgent, And should I make a false step at 
this crisis, I might break the purposes of my whole life. Observe 
me, sir merchant. Here lias come over your old coippetitor, 
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Blackburn, whom some call Edward of York and of London, 
with a commodity of bows and bills such as never entered 
Prance since King Arthur’s time ; and he offers to enter into 
joint adventure with me, or, in plain speech, to make common 
cause with Burgundy, till we smoke out of his* earths the old 
fox Louis, and nail his hide to the stable-door. In a word, 
England invites me to take part with him against my most 
wily and inveterate enemy, the K;ng of France ; to rid myself 
of the chain of vassalage, and to ascend into the mnk of inde- 
pendent princes ; how think you, noble earl, can I forego this 
seducing temptation ? ’ 

* You must ask this of some of your counsellors of Burgundy,’ 
said Oxford ; ‘ it is a question fraught too deeply with ruin to 
my cause for me to give a fair opinion on it.’ 

‘Nevertheless,’ said Charles, ‘I ask thee, as an honourable 
man, what objections you see to the course proposed to me ? 
Speak your mind, and speak it freely.’ 

‘ My lord, I know it is in your Highness’s nature to enter- 
tain no doubts of the facility of executing anything which you 
have once determined shall be done. Yet^ though this prince- 
like disposition may in some cases prepare for it* own success, ' 
and has often done so, there are others in which, persisting in 
our purpose, merely because w^e’ have once willed it, leads not 
to success, but to ruin. Look, therefpre, at this English army. 
Winter is approaching, where are they to be lodged ? how are 
they to be victualled ? by whom are they to be paid ? Is your 
Highness to take all the expense and labour of fitting them for 
the summer campaign ? for, rely on it, an English army never 
was, nor will be, fit for service till they have been out of their 
own island long enough to accustom them to military duty. 
They are men, T grant, the fittest for soldiers in the world, but 
they arc not soldiers as yet, and must be trained to become such 
at your Highness’s expense.’ 

‘ Be it so,’ said Charles ; ‘ I think the Low Countries can 
find food for the beef-consuming knaves for a few 'weeks, and 
villages for them to lie in, and officers to train their sturdy 
limbs to war, and provost-marshals enough to reduce their 
refractory spirit to discipline.’ 

‘What happens next?’ said Oxford. ‘ You march to Paris, 
add to Edward’s usurped power another kingdom, restore to 
him all the possessions which England ever had in France, Nor- 
mandy, Maine, Anjou, Gascony, and all be.sides — can you trust 
this Edward when you shall have thus fostered his strength. 
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and made him far stronger than this Louis whom you have 
united to pull down ? ’ 

‘ By St. George, I will not dissemble with you ! It is in 
that very point that my doubts trouble me. Edward is indeed 
my brother-in-law, but I am • a man little inclined to put my 
head under my wife’s girdle.’ 

‘ And the times,’ said Philipson, ‘ have too often shown the 
inefficiency of family alliances to prevent the most gross 
breaches of fi'uth.’ 

‘ You say well, earl. Clarence betrayed his father-in-law ; 
Louis poisoned his brother. Domestic affections, pshaw ! they 
sit warm enough by a private man’s fireside, but they cannot 
come into fields of battle, or princes’ halls, where the wind 
blows cold. No, my alliance with Edward by marriage were 
little succour to me in time of need. I w^oiild as soon ride an 
unbroken horse, with no better bridle than a lady’s garter. 
But what then is the result ? He wars on Louis ; whichever 
gains the better, I, who must be strengthened in their mutual 
w^eakness, receive the advantage. The Englishmen slay the 
French with their «loth-yard shafts, and the Frenchmen, by 
skirmishes, waste, weaken, and destroy the English. AVlth 
spring I take the field with an army siipcrio]- to both, and then, 
St. George for Burgundy ! ’ 

‘And if, in the meay while, your Highness will deign to 
assist, even in the most trifling degree, a cause the most 
honourable that ever knight laid lance in rest for, a moderate 
sum of money, and a small body of Ilainault lances, who may 
gain both fame and fortune by the seiwice, may replace the 
injured heir of Lancaster in the possession of his native and 
rightful dominion.’ 

‘Ay, marry, sir carl,’ said the Duke, ‘you come roundly to 
the point ; but we have seen, and indeed partly assisted at, so 
many turns betwixt York and Lancaster, that we have some 
doubt which is the side to which Heaven lias giv(*n the right, 
and the inclinations of the yjcople the eHecdnal power; we are 
surprised into absolute giddiness by so many extraordinary 
revolutions of fortune as England has cxhibitecl.’ 

‘A proof, my lord, that these mutations are not yet ended, 
tod that your generous aid may give to the better side an 
effectual turn of advantage.’ 

‘And lend my cousin, Mafgarot of Anjou, my arm to de- 
throne my wife’s brother? Perhaps he deserves small good 
will at my hands, since he and his insolent nobles have been 
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urging me with remonstrances, and even threats, to lay aside 
all my own important affairs, and join Edward, forsooth, in his 
knight-errant expedition against Louis. I will march against 
Louis at my own time, and not sooner ; and, by St. George ! 
neither island king nor island noble shall dictate to Charles of 
Burgundy. You arc fine conceited companions, you English of 
both sides, that think the matters of your own bedlam island 
are as interesting to all the world as to yourselves. But 
neither York nor Lancaster, neither brother Blackburn nor 
cousin Margaret of Anjou, not with J(jhn de Vere to back her, 
shall gull me. Men lure no hawks with empty hands. ^ 

Oxford, familiar with the Duke’s disposition, suffered him to 
exhaust himself in chafing, that any one should pretend to 
dictate his course of conduct, and, when he was at length silent, 
replied witli calmness — ‘ Do 1 live to hear the noble Duke of 
Burgundy, the mirror of European chivalry, say that no reason 
has been sliowu to him for an adventure where a helpless queen 
is to bo redressed — a royal house raised from the dust? Is 
there not immortal /os and Imnour — the trumpet of fame to 
[)roclaim the sovereign who, alone in a d<^'gcnerate age, has 
united the duties of a gcaiei-ous knight with thosC/>of a princely 
sovereign ■’ 

d'iie Duke interrupted liim, striking him at the same time 
on the shoulder— ‘ And King Kenes five hundred fiddlers to 
tune their cracked violins in my ])raise, and King Bene him- 
self to listen to them, and say, ‘‘Well fought, Duke — well 
played, fiddlei*”'^ 1 tell thee, Jolm of Oxford, when thou and 
I wore uKiiden armour, such woi'ds as fame, honour, /os, 
Icniglitly glory, lady’s love, and so forth, were good mottoes for 
our snow-white shields, and a fair enough argument for splinter- 
ing lances — ay, and in tilt-yard, though somewhat old for 
these tierce follies, 1 would jeopard my person in such a quarrel 
yet, as becomes a, knight of the order; but when we come to 
paying down of ci’owns, and embarking of large squadrons, we 
must have to propose to our subjects some substantial excuse 
for plunging them in wai* — some proposal for the public good 
— or, by St. George ! for o^r own private advantage, which is 
the same thing. Tliis is the course the world runs, and, 
Oxford, to tell the plain truth, f mean to hold the same bias.’ 

‘ Pica veil forbid that 1 should expect your Highness to act 
otherwise than with a view to y(fur subjects’ welfare — the in- 
crease, that is, as your Grace happily expresses it, of your own 
power and dominion. 1'he money we require is not in bene- 
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volence, but in loan ; hnd Margaret is willing to deposit these 
jewels, of which I think your Grace knows the value, till she 
shall repay the sum which your friendship may advance in her 
necessity/ 

‘ Ha, ha ! * said the Duke,’ ‘ would our cousin make a pawn- 
broker of us, and have us deal with her like a Jewish usurer 
with his debtor? Yet, in faith, Oxford, we may need the 
diamonds, for if this business were otherwise feasible, it is pos- 
sible that I myself must become a borrower to aid my cousin^s 
necessities. I have applied to the states of the duchy, who 
are now sitting, and expect, as is reasonable, a large supply. 
But there are restless heads and close hands among them, and 
they may be niggardly. So place the jewels on the table in 
the meanwhile. Well, say I am to be no sufferer in purse by 
this feat of knight-errantry which you propose to me, still 
princes enter not into war witliout some view of advantage ? ’ 

‘ Listen to me, noble sovereign. You are naturally bent to 
unite the great estates of your father and those you have 
acquired by your own arms into a com})act and firm duke- 
dom ^ 

‘Call it kingdom,^ said Charles; ‘it is the wortliier word.^ 

‘ Into a kingdom, of which the crown shall sit as fair and 
even on your Grace’s brow as that of France on your jiresent 
suzerain, Louis.’ 

‘It needs not such shrewdness as yours to descry tliat such 
is my purpose,’ said the Duke; ‘else, wherefore am 1 here 
with helm on my head and sword by my side ? And where- 
fore are my troops seizing on the strong places in Lorraine, 
and chasing before them the beggarly De Vandemont, who has 
the insolence to claim it as his inlieritance ? Yes, my friend, 
the aggrandisement of Burgundy is a theme for which the 
duke of that fair province is bound to fight, while he can put 
foot in stirrup.’ 

‘But think you not,’ said the English earl, ‘since you 
allow me to speak freely with your (irace on the footing of old 
acquaintanceship — think you not that in this chart of your 
dominions, otherwise so fairly bounded, there is something on 
the southern frontier which might be arranged more advantage- 
ously for a King of Burgundy V 

‘I cannot guess whither you would lead me,’ said tlie Duke, 
looking at a map of the du15hy and his other possessions, to 
which the Englishman had pointed his attention, and then 
turning his broad keen eye upon the face of the banished earl. 
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‘I would say/ replied the latter, ‘that, to so powerful a 
prince as your Grace, there is no safe neighbour but the sea. 
Here is Provence, which interferes betwixt you and the Medi- 
terranean — Provence, with its princely harbours and fertile 
cornfields and vineyards. Were it not well to include it 
in your map of sovereignty, and thus touch the middle sea 
with one hand, while the other rested on the sea-coast of 
Flanders ? ^ 

‘ Provence, said you ? ^ replied, the Duke, eagerly ; ‘ why, 
man, my very dreams are of Provence. I cannot smell an 
orange but it reminds me of its perfumed woods and bowers, 
its olives, citrons, and pomegranates. But how to frame pre- 
tensions to it 1 Shame it were to disturb Bene, the harmless 
old man, nor would it become a near relation. Then he is the 
uncle of Louis ; and most probably, failing his daughter Mar- 
garet, or perhaps in preference to her, he bath named the 
French king his heir.^ 

‘A better claim might be raised up in your Grace’s own 
person,’ said the Earl of Oxford, ‘if you will afford Margaret of 
Anjou the succour she requires by me.’ ^ 

‘Take the aid thou requirest,’ replied the^Duke — ‘take 
double the amount of it in men and money ! Let me but have 
a claim upon Provence, though thin as a single thread of thy 
Queen Margaret’s hair, and let me alone for twisting it into 
the tough texture of a quadruple cable. But I am a fool to 
listen to the dreams of one who, ruined himself, can lose little 
by holding forth to others the most extravagant hopes.’ 

Charles breathed high, and changed complexion as he spoke. 

‘I am not such a person, my Lord Duke,’ said the Earl. 

‘ Listen to me— Bene is broken w ith years, fond of repose, and 
too poor to maintain his rank with the necessary dignity ; too 
good-natured, or too feeble-minded, to lay farther imposts on 
his subjects ; weary of contending with bad fortune, and desir- 
ous to resign his territories ’ 

‘ His territories ! ’ said Charles. 

‘Yes, all he actually possesses, and the much more extensive 
dominions which he has claim to, but which have passed from 
his sway.’ 

. ‘ You take away my breath 1 ’ said the Duke. ‘ Bene resign 
Provence ! And what says Margaret — the proud, the high-minded 
Margaret — will she subscribe to ao humiliating a proceeding ? ’ 

‘For the chance of seeing Lancaster triumph in England, 
she would resign, not only dominion, but life itself. And in 

XXIII 21 
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truth the sacrifice is less than it may seem to be. It is certain 
that, when Ilen6 dies, the King of France will claim the old 
man’s county of Provence as a male fief, and there is no one 
strong enough to back Margaret’s claim of inheritance, however 
just it may be.’ 

‘ It is just,’ said Charles—* it is undeniable ! I will not hear 
of its being denied or challenged — that is, when once it is 
established in our own person. It is the true principle of the 
war for the public good, that none of the great fiefs be suffered 
to revert again to the crown of France, least of all while it 
stands on a brow so astucious and unprincipled as that of 
Louis. Burgundy joined to Provence — a dominion from the 
German Ocean to the Mediterranean ! Oxford, thou art my 
better angel ! ’ 

* Your Grace must, however, reflect,’ said Oxford, * that 
honourable provision must be made for King Reno.’ 

* Certainly, man — certainly : he shall have a score of fiddlers 
and jugglers to play, roar, and recite to him from morning till 
night. He shall have a court of troubadours, who shall do 
nothing but drink, flute, and fiddle to him, and pronounce 
arrests of lovfy to be confirmed or reversed by an appeal to 
himself, the supreme roi tVamour, And Margaret shall also 
be honourably sustained, in the niaimer you may point out.’ 

*That will be easily settled,’ answered the English earl. 

* If our attempts on England succeed, she will need no aid from 
Burgundy. If she fails, she retires into a cloister, and it will 
not be long that she will need the honourable maintenance 
which, I am sure, your Grace’s generosity will willingly assign 
her.’ 

* Unquestionably,’ answered Charles, * and on a scale which 
will become us both ; but, by my halidome, John of Vere, the 
abbess into whose cloister Margaret of Anjou shall retire will 
have an ungovernable penitent under her charge. Well do 1 
know her; and, sir earl, 1 will not clog our discourse by 
expressing any doubts that, if she pleases, she can compel her 
father to resign his estates to whomsoever she will. She is 
like my brache, Gorgon, who compels whatsoever hound is 
coupled with her to go the way she chooses, or she strangles 
him if he resists. . So has Margaret acted with her simple- 
minded husband, and I am aware that her father, a fcK)l of a 
different cast, must of necessity be equally tracUible. I think 
/ could have matched her, though my very neck aches at the 
thought of the struggles we should have had for mastery. But 
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yo\i look grave, because I jest with the pertinacious temper of 
my unhappy cousin/ 

* My lord,’ said Oxford, ‘ whatever are or have been tjie de- 
fects of ihy mistress, she is in distress, and almost in desolation. 
She is my sovereign, and your Highness’s cousin not the less.’ 

‘ Efnough said, sir earl,’ answered the Duke. ‘ Let us speak 
seriously. Whatever we may think of the abdication of King 
Ben4 I fear we shall find it difficult to make Louis XI. see the 
matter as favourably as we do. He will hold th^t the county 
of Provence is a male fief, and that neither the resignation of 
Rene nor the consent of his daughter can prevent its reverting 
to the crown of France, as the King of Sicily, as they call him, 
hath no male issue.’ 

‘ That, may it please your Grace, is a question for battle to 
decide ; and your Highness has successfully braved Louis for a 
less important stake. All I can say is, that, if your Grace’s 
active assistance enables the young Earl of Richmond to succeed 
in his enterprise, you shall have the aid of three thousand 
English archers, if old John of Oxford for want of a better 
leader, were to bring them over himself.’ • 

‘A noble aid,’ said the Duke, ‘graced still moi^e by him who 
promises to lead them. Thy succour, noble Oxford, were 
precious to me, did you but come with your sword by your 
side and a single page at your back® I know you well, both 
heart and head. But let us to this gear ; exiles, even the 
wisest, are privileged in promises, and sometimes — excuse me, 
noble Oxford — impose on themselves as well as on their friends. 
What are the hopes on which you desire me again to embark 
on so troubled and uncertain an ocean as these civil contests of 
yours ? ’ 

The Earl of Oxford produced a schedule, and explained to 
the Duke the plan of his expedition, to be backed by an insurrec- 
tioi\ of the friends of Lancaster, of which it is enough to say, 
that it was bold to the verge of temerity; but yet so well 
compacted and put together as to bear, in those times of rapid 
revolution, and under a leader of Oxford’s approved military 
skill and political sagacity, a strong appearance of probable 
success. 

While Duke Charles mused over the particulars of an enter- 
prise attractive and congenial to his own disposition, while he 
counted over the affronts whicR he had received from his 
brother-in-law, Edward IV., the present opportunity for taking 
a signal revenge, and the rich acquisition which he hoped to 
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make in Provence by the cession in his favour of Ren6 of Anjou 
and his daughter, the Englishman failed not to press on his 
consideration the urgent necessity of suffering no time to escape. 

‘ The accomplishment of this scheme,^ he said, ‘ demands the 
utmost promptitude. To have a chance of success, I must be 
in England, with your Grace’s auxiliary forces, before Edward of 
York can return from France with his army.’ 

‘And having come hither,’ said the Duke, ‘our worthy 
brother will be in no hurry to return again. He will meet with 
black-eyed French women and ruby-coloured French Wine, and 
brother Blackburn is no man to leave such commodities in a 
hurry.’ 

‘ My Lord Duke, I will speak truth of my enemy. Edward 
is indolent and luxurious when things are easy around him, but 
let him feel the spur of necessity, and he becomes as eager as a 
pampered steed. Louis, too, who seldom fails in finding means 
to accomplish his ends, is bent upon determining the English 
king to recross the sea ; therefore, speed, noble prince — speed 
is the soul of your enterprise.’ 

‘ Speed ! ’ said the Duke of Burgundy. ‘ Why, I will go 
with you and' see the embarkation myself ; and tried, approved 
soldiers you shall have, such as arc nowhere to be found save 
in Artois and Hainault.’ 

‘ But pardon yet, noble Duke, the impatience of a drowning 
wretch urgently pressing for assistance. When shall we to the 
coast of Flanders to order this important measure ? ’ 

‘ Why, in a fortnight, or perchance a weelc, or, in a word, 
so soon as I shall have chastised to yjiirpose a certain gang of 
thieves and robbers who, as tlie scum of the caldron will 
always be uppermost, have got up into the fastnesses of the 
Alps, and from thence annoy our frontiers by cont?’aband traffic, 
pillage, and robbery.’ 

‘Your Highness means the Swiss confederates V 

‘Ay, the peasant churls give thcms(ilves such a name. They 
are a sort of manumitted slaves of Austria, and, like a bamdog 
whoso chain is broken, they avail themselves of their liberty 
to annoy and rend whatever comes in their way.’ 

‘I travelled through their country from Italy,’ said the 
exiled earl, ‘and I 'heard it was the purpose of the cantons to 
send envoys to solicit peace of your Highness.’ 

‘ Peace ! ’ exclaimed Charles. ‘ A proper sort of peaceful 
proceedings those of their embassy have been ! Availing them 
selves of a mutiny of the burghers of La Fcrette, the first 
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garrison town which they entered, they stormed the walls, 
seized on Archibald de Hagenbach, who commanded the place 
on my part, and put him to death in the market-place. , Such 
an insult must be punished, Sir John de Vere ; and if you do 
not see me in the storm of passion which it well deserves, it is 
because I have already given orders to hang up the base runa- 
gates who call themselves ambassadors.’ 

‘ For God’s sake, noble Duke,’ said the Englishman, throwing 
himself at Charles’s feet, ‘for your own character* for the sake 
of the peace of Christendom, revoke such an order if it is really 
given I ’ 

‘ What means this passion ? ’ said Duke Charles. ‘ What 
are these men’s lives to thee, excepting that the consequences 
of a war may delay your expedition for a few days ? ’ 

‘ May render it altogether abortive,’ said the Earl ; ‘ nay, 
must needs do so. Hear me, Lord Duke. I was with these 
men on a part of their journey.’ 

‘ You ! ’ said the Duke — ‘ you a companion of the paltry 
Swiss peasants? Misfortune has sunk the pride of English 
nobility to a low ebb, when you selected siVch associates.’ 

‘ I was thrown amongst them by accident,’ sliid the Earl. 
SSome of them are of noble blood, and are, besides, men for 
whose peaceable intentions I ventured to constitute myself 
their warrant.’ 

‘ On my honour, my Lord of Oxford, you graced them 
higlily, and me no loss, in interfering between the Swiss and 
myself ! Allow mo to say that I condescend when, in defer- 
ence to }^ast friendship, 1 permit you to speak to me of your 
own English a flairs. Mcthinks you might well spare me your 
opinion upon topics with which you have no natural concern.’ 

‘ My Lord of liurgundy,’ replied Oxford, ‘ I followed your 
banner to Paris, mid had the good luck to rescue you in the 
fight at Afont L’Fferv, Avhen you were beset by the French 
men-at'arms ’ 

‘We have not forgot it,’ said Duke Charles; ‘and it is a 
sign that we kee]) tlie action in remembrance, that you have 
been suffered to stand before us so long, pleading the cause of 
a set of rascals whom we are required to spare from the gallows 
that groans for them because, forsooth, they have been the 
fellow-ti'avellcrs of the Earl of Ox|ord 1 ’ 

‘ Not so, my lord. I ask their lives only because they are 
upon a peaceful errand, and the leaders amongst them at least 
have no acceseion to the crime of which you complain,’ 
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The Duke traversed the apartment with unequal steps in 
much agitation, his large eyebrows drawn down over his eyes, 
his hands clenched, and his teeth set, until at length he seemed 
to take a resolution. He rung a handbell of silver, which 
stood upon his table. . 

‘Here, Contay,’ he said to the gentleman of his chamber 
who entered, * are these mountain fellows yet executed ? ’ 

‘No, may it please your Highness; but the executioner 
waits them SO soon as the priest hath confessed them.' 

‘ Let them live,' said tlie Duke. ‘We will hear to-morrow 
in what manner they propose to justify their proceedings 
towards us.' 

Contay bowed and left the apartment ; then turning to the 
Englishman, the Duke said, with an indescribable mixture of 
haughtiness with familiarity, and even kindness, but having 
his brows cleared and his looks composed — ‘ We are now clear 
of obligation, my Lord of Oxford : you have obtained life for 
life — nay, to make up some inequality which there may be 
betwixt the value of the commodities bestowed, you have 
obtained six lives ior one. I will, therefore, pay no more 
attention to* you should you again upbraid me with the 
stumbling horse at Mont L'Hery, or your own achievements 
on that occasion. Most princes are contented with privately 
hating such men as havea*endered them extraordinary services. 
I feel no such disposition — I only detest being reiiiindcd of 
having had occasion for them. Pshaw ! I am half-choked with 
the effort of foregoing my own fixed resolution. So ho ! who 
waits there ? Bring me to drink.' 

An usher entered, bearing a large silver flagoTi, wliich, 
instead of wine, was filled with tisanne, slightly flavoured by 
aromatic herbs. 

‘I am so hot and choleric by nature,' said the Duke, ‘that 
our leeches prohibit me from drinking wine. But you, Oxford, 
are bound by no such regimen. (Jet thee to thy c-ountryman, 
Colvin, the general of our artillery. We commend thee to his 
custody and hospitality till to-morrow, which must be a busy 
day, since I expect to receive the answer of these wiseacres of 
the Dijon assembly of estates ; and have also to hear — thanks 
to your lordship^s interference — these miserable Smm envoys, as 
they call themselves. Well, no more on't. (h^jod-night. You 
may communicate freely with Colvin, who is, like yourself, 
an old Lancastrian. But harkyo, not a word respecting 
Provence — not even in your sleep. Contay, conduct this 
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English gentleman to Colvin’s tent. He knows my pleasure 
respecting him.’ 

‘ So please your Grace,’ answered Contay, ‘ 1 left the English 
gentleman’s son with Monsieur de Colvin.’ 

* What ! thine own son, Oxford ? And with thee here ? 
Why did you not tell me of him 1 Is he a true scion of the 
ancient tree ? ’ 

‘ It is my pride to believe so, my lord. He has been the 
faithful companion of all my dangers and wanderings.’ 

‘ Happy man ! ’ said the Duke, with a sigh. ‘ You, Oxford, 
have a son to share your poverty and distress ; I have none to 
be partner and successor to my greatness.’ 

‘You have a daughter, my lord,’ said the noble De Vere, 
‘ and it is to be hoped she will one day wed some powerful 
prince, who may be the stay of your Highness’s house.’ 

‘ Never ! By St. George — never ! ’ answered the Duke, 
sharply and shortly. ‘I will have no son-in-law, who may 
make the daughter’s bed a stepping-stone to reach the father’s 
crown. Oxford, I have spoken more freely than I am w^ont, 
perhaps more frtely than I ought ; but I Ifold some men trust-, 
worthy, and believe you, Sir John de Vere, to be^^ne of them.’ 

The English nobleman bowed, and w^as about to leave his 
presence, but the Duke presently recalled him. 

‘ There is one thing more, Oxford. The cession of Provence 
is not quite enough. Ilcne and Margaret must disavow this 
hot-brained Ferrand de Vaudemont, who is making some foolish 
*stir in Lorraine, in right of his mother Yolande.’ 

‘My lord,’ said Oxford, ‘Ferrand is the grandson of King 
Rene, the nephew of Queen Margaret ; but yet ' 

‘But yet, by St. George, his rights, as he calls them, on 
Lorraine must positively be disowned. You talk of their 
family feelings, while you arc urging me to make war on my 
own brother-in-law ! ’ 

‘ Ren6’s best ay^ology for deserting his grandson,’ answered 
Oxford, ‘ will be his total inability to support and assist him. 
I will communicate your (trace’s condition, though it is a hard 
one.’ 

So saying, he left the pavilion. 



CHAPTER XXVI 

I humbly thank your Highness, 

And am right glad to catch this good occasion 
Most thoroughly to be winnow’d, where my chaff 
And corn shall fly asunder. 

King Henry VIII. 

Colvin, the English officer, to whom the Duke of Burgundy, 
with splendid pay and appointments, committed the charge of 
his artillery, was owner of the tent assigned for the Englishman’s 
lodging, and received the Earl of Oxford with the respect due to 
his rank, and to the* Duke’s especial orders upon that subject. 
He had been * himself a follower of the Lancaster faction, and, 
of course, was well disposed towards one of the very few men of 
distinction whom he had known personally, and who had con- 
stantly adhered to that family through the train of misfortunes 
by which they seemed to be totally overwhelmed. A repast, of 
which his son had already partaken, was offered to the Earl by 
Colvin, who omitted not to recommend, by precept and example, 
the good wine of Burgundy, from which the sovereign of the 
province was himself obliged to refrain. 

‘His Grace shows command of passion in that,’ said Colvin. 
‘ For, sooth to speak, and only conversing betwixt friends, his 
temper grows too headlong to bear the spur which a cup of 
cordial beverage gives to the blood, and he, tiiercfore, wisely 
restricts himself to such liquid as may cool rather than inflame 
his natural fire of disposition.’ 

‘I can perceive as much,’ said the Lancastrian noble. ‘When 
I first knew the noble Duke, who w*hk then E^rrl of Charolais, 
his temper, though^ always sufficiently fiery, was calmness to 
the impetuosity which he now displays on the smallest contra- 
diction. Such is the course *r)f an unintenmpted flow of pros- 
perity. He has ascended, by his own courage and the adyautago 
of circumstances, from the doubtful place of a feudatory and 
tributary prince to rank with the m<jst ])Owerfiil savereigns in 
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Europe, and to assume independent majesty. But I trust the 
noble starts of generosity which atoned for his wilful and way- 
ward temper are not more few than formerly 1 * 

‘I have good right to say that they are not,* replied the 
soldier of fortune, who understood generosity in the restricted 
sense of liberality. ‘The Duke is a noble and open-handed 
master.* 

‘ I trust his bounty is conferred on men who are as faithful 
and steady in their service as you, Colvin, have ever been. But 
I see a change in your army. I know the banners of most of 
the old houses in Burgundy — how is it that I observe so few 
of them in the Duke’s camp ? I see flags, and pennons, and 
pennoncelles ; but even to me, who have been so many years 
acquainted with the nobility both of France and Flanders, their 
bearings are unknown.* 

‘My noble Lord of Oxford,* answered the officer, ‘it ill be- 
comes a man who lives on the Duke*8 pay to censure his con- 
duct ; but his Highness hath of late trusted too much, as it 
seems to me, to the hired arms of foreign levies, and too little 
to his own native subjects and retainers.- He holds it better 
to take into his pay large bands of German and Italian mer- 
cenary soldiers than to repose confidence in the knights and 
squires who are bound to him by allegiance and feudal faith. 
He uses the aid of his own subjects but as the means of pro- 
ducing him sums of money, which he bestows on his hired troops. 
The- Germans are honest knaves enough while regularly paid ; 
but Heaven preserve me from the Duke’s Italian bands, and 
that Campo-basso, their leader, who waits but the highest price 
to sell his Highness like a sheep for the shambles ! * 

‘ Think you so ill of him ? * demanded the Earl. 

‘ So very ill indeed, that, I believe,* replied Colvin, ‘ there is 
no sort of treachery which the heart can devise or the arm 
perpetrate that hath not ready reception in his breast and 
prompt execution at his hand. It is painful, my lord, for an 
honest Englishman like me to serve in an army where such 
traitors have command. But what can I do, unless I could once 
more find me a soldier’s occupation in my native country ? I 
often hope it will please merciful Heaven again to awaken those 
brave civil wars in my own dear England, where all was fair 
fighting, and treason was unheard of.* 

Lord Oxford gave his host to understand that there was a 
possibility that his pious wish of living and dying in his own 
country, and in the practice of his profession, was not to be 
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despaired of. Meantime he requested of him, that early on 
the next morning he would procure him a pass and an escort 
for his son, whom he was compelled to despatch forthwith to 
Nancy [Aix], the residence of King Rene. 

‘ What ! ’ said Colvin, ‘ isi my young Lord of Oxford to take 
a degree in the Court of Love, for no other business is listened 
to at King Rent’s capital save love and poetry ? ’ 

‘ I am not ambitious of such distinction for him, my good 
host,’ answeied Oxford ; ‘ but Queen Margaret is with her father, 
and it is but fitting that the youth should kiss her hand.’ 

‘ Enough spoken,’ said the veteran Lancastrian. ‘ I trust, 
though winter is fast approaching, the Red Rose may bloom in 
spring.’ 

He then ushered the Earl of Oxford to the partition of the 
tent which he was to occupy, in which there was a couch for 
Arthur also, their host, as Colvin might be termed, assuring 
them that, with peep of day, horses and faithful attendants 
should be ready to speed the youth on his journey to Nancy [Aix]. 

‘And now, Arthur,’ said his father, ‘we must part once 
more. I dare give* thee, in this land of danger, no written 
communication to my mistress, Queen Margaret ; but say to 
her, that I have found the Duke of Burgundy wedded to his 
own views of interest, but not averse to combine them with 
hers. Say, that I have little doubt that he will grant us the 
required aid, but not without the expected resignation in his 
favour by herself and King Rend. Say, I would never have 
recommended such a sacrifice for the precarious chance of over- 
throwing the house of York, but that I am satisfied that France 
and Burgundy are hanging like vultures over Provence, and 
that the one or other, or both princes, are ready, on her father’s 
demise, to pounce on such possessions as they have reluctantly 
spared to him during his life. An accomnaxlation with Bur- 
gundy may, therefore, on the one hand, ensure his active co- 
operation in the attempt on England ; and, on the other, if our 
high-spirited princess complies not with the Duke’s request, 
the justice of her cause will give no additional security to 
her hereditary claims on her father’s dominions. Bid Queen 
Margaret, therefore, unless slie should have changed her 
views, obtain King Rend’s formal deed of cession, •conveying 
his estates to the Duke of Burgundy, with her Majesty’s con- 
sent. The necessary provisions to the King and to herself may 
be filled up at her Grace’s pleasure, or they may be left 
blank. T can trust to the Duke’s generosity to their being 
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suitably arranged. All that I fear is, that Charles may embroil 
himself ^ 

‘ In some silly exploit, necessary for his own honour and the 
safety of his dominions,' answered a voice behind the lining of 
the tent, ‘and, by doing so, attend to his own affairs more 
than to ours — ha, sir earl ? ' 

At the same time the curtain was drawn aside, and a pers6n 
entered, in whom, though clothed }vith the jerkin and bonnet 
of a private soldier of the Walloon guard, Oxford instantly 
recognised the Duke of Burgundy’s harsh features and fierce 
eyes, as they sparkled from under the fur and feather with 
which the cap was ornamented. 

Arthur, who knew not the Prince’s person, started at the 
intrusion, and laid his hand on his dagger; but his father 
made a signal which staid his hand, and he gazed with wonder 
on the solemn respect with which the Earl received the in- 
trusive soldier. The first word informed him of the cause. 

‘ If this masking be done in proof of my faith, noble Duke, 
permit me to say it is suj)crfluous.’ 

‘ Nay, Oxford,’ answered the Duke, ‘ I a courteous spy ; 
for I ceased to play the eavesdropper at the very moment 
when I had reason to expect you were about to say something 
to anger me.’ 

‘ As 1 am a true knight, my Lord Duke, if you had remained 
behind the arras, you would only have heard the same truths 
which I am ready to tell in your Grace’s presence, though 
it may have chanced they might have been more bluntly 
expressed.’ 

‘ Weil, speak them, then, in whatever phrase thou wilt : 
they lie in their tiiroats that say Charles of Burgundy was 
ever offended by advice from a well-meaning friend.’ 

‘ I would then have said,’ replied the English earl, ‘ that all 
which Margaret of Anjou had to apprehend was that the Duke 
of Burgundy, when buckling on his armour to win Provence 
for himself, and to afford to her his powerful assistance to 
assert her rights in England, was likely to be withdrawn from 
such high objects by an imprudently eager desire to avenge 
himself of imaginary affronts offered to him, as he supposed, 
by certain confederacies of Alpine mountaineers, over whom it 
is impossible to gain any important advantage or acquire 
reputation, while, on the contrslfy, there is a risk of losing 
both. These men dwell amongst rocks an i deserts which are 
alptiost inaccessible, and subsist in a manner so rude, that the 
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poorest of your subjects would starve if subjected to such diet. 
They are formed by nature to be the garrison of the mountain 
fortresses in which she has placed them; for Heaven^s sake 
meddle not with them, but follow forth your own nobler and 
more important objects, without stirring a nest of hcjmets, 
which, once in motion, may sting you into madness.' 

The Duke had promised patience, and endeavoured to keep 
his word ; but the swoln muscles of his face, and his flashing 
eyes, showed how painful to him it was to suppress his resent- 
ment. 

‘ You are misinformed, my lord,' he said : ‘ these men are 
not the inoffensive herdsmen and peasants you are pleased to 
suppose them. If they were, I might afford to despise them. 
But, flushed with some victories over the sluggish Austrians, 
they have shaken off all reverence for authority, assume airs of 
independence, form leagues, make inroads, storm towns, doom 
and execute men of noble birth at their pleasure. Thou art 
dull, and look’st as if thou dost not apprehend me. To rouse 
thy English blood, and make thee sympathise with my feelings 
to these mountaineors, know that these Swiss arc very Scots to 
my dominions in their neighbourhood -poor, proud, ferocious ; 
easily offended, because they gain by war ; ill to be appeased, 
because they nourish deep revenge ; ever ready to seize the 
moment of advantage, and attack a neighbour when he is 
engaged in other afiairs. The same unquiet, peididious, and 
inveterate enemies that the Scots are to England are the 
Swiss to Burgundy and to my allies. AVdiat say you ? Can J 
undertake anything of consequence till I have crushed the 
pride of such a people ? It will be ))ut a few days' work. I 
will grasp the mountain hedgehog, prickles and all, with my 
steel-gauntlet.' 

‘Your Grace will then have shorter wf)rk with them,' replied 
the disguised nobleman, ‘than our English kings have had 
with Scotland. The wars there have lasted so long, and proved 
so bloody, that wise men regret W(.‘ ever began them.' 

‘Nay,’ said the Diike, ‘I wall not dishonour the Scots by 
comparing them in all respects to these mountain churls of the 
cantons. The Scots have blood and gentry among them, and 
we have seen many examples of both ; these Swiss are a mere 
brood of peasants, and the few^ gentlemen of birth they can 
boast must hide their distinction in the dress and manners of 
clowns. They will, I think, scarce stand against a charge of 
Hainaulters.' 
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* Not if the Hainaulters find ground to ride upon. But ’ 

‘Nay, to silence your scruples,’ said the Duke, interrupting 
him, ‘ know, that these people encourage, by their countenance 
and aid, the formation of the most dangerous conspiracies in 
my dominions. Look here — I told you that my officer. Sir 
Archibald de Hagenbach, was murdered when the town of 
Brisach was treacherously taken by these harmless Switzers of 
yours. And here is a scroll of parchment which announces 
that my servant was murdered by doom of the Vehmegericht, 
a band of secret assassins, whom I Avill not permit to meet in 
any part of my dominions. 0, could I but catch them above 
ground as they are found lurking below, they should know 
what the life of a nobleman is worth ! Then, look at the in- 
solence of their attestation.’ 

The scroll bore, with the day and date adjected, that judg- 
ment had been done on Arcdiibald dc Hagenbach, for tyranny, 
violence, and oppression, by order of the Holy Vehme, and that 
it was executed by their officials, who were responsible for the 
same to their tribunal alone. It was countersigned in red ink, 
wdth the badges of the Secret Society, a toil of ropes and a 
drawn dagger. • 

‘ This document I found stuck to my toilette wdth a knife,’ 
said the Duke — ‘ another trick by which they give mystery to 
their murderous jogglery.’ , 

ddic thought of what he had undergone in John Mengs’s 
liouse, and reflections u])on the extent and omnipresence of these 
secret associations, stinick even the brave Englishman wdth an 
involuntary shudder. 

‘For the sake of every saint in Heaven,’ he said, ‘forbear, 
my lord, to speak of these tremendous societies, whose creatures 
are above, beneath, and around us. No man is secure of his 
life, however guarded, if it be sought by a man who is careless 
of his own. You are surrounded by Germans, Italians, and 
other strangers. Ho\^^ many amongst these may be bound by 
the secret ties which withdraw men from every other social bond, 
to unite them together in one inextricable, though secret, com- 
pact? Beware, noble Prince, of the situation on which your 
throne is placed, though it still exhibits all the splendour of 
power and all the sedidity of foundation that belong to so 
august a structure. T —the friend of thy house — were it with 
my dying breath, must needs tell thee that the Swiss hang 
like an avalanche over thy head, and the secret associations 
work beneath thee like the first throes of the coming earthquake. 
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Provoke not the contest, and the snow will rest undisturbed on 
the mountain-side, the agitation of the subterranean vapours 
will be hushed to rest ; but a single word of defiance or one 
flash of indignant scorn may call their terrors into instant action/ 
‘You speak/ said the Duke, ‘with more awe of a pack of 
naked churls and a band of midnight assassins than I have 
seen you show for real danger. Yet I will not scorn your 
counsel : I will hear the Swiss envoys patiently, and I will not, 
if I can help it, show the contempt with which I cannot but re- 
gard their pretensions to treat as independent states. On the 
Secret Associations I will be silent, till time gives me the means 
of acting in combination with the Emperor, the Diet, and the 
Princes of the Empire, that they may be driven from all their 
burrows at once. Ha, sir earl, said I well ? ’ 

‘ It is well thought, my lord, but it may be unhappily spoken. 
You are in a position where one word overheard by a traitor 
might produce death and ruin.^ 

‘ I keep no traitors about me,’ said Charles. ‘ If I thought 
there were such in my camp, I would rather die by them at 
once than live in p<3rpetual terror and suspicion,’ 

‘Your Highness’s ancient followers and servants,’ said the 
Earl, ‘ speak unfavourably of the Count of Campo-basso, who 
holds so high a rank in your confidence.’ 

‘ Ay,’ replied the Duke, with composure, ‘ it is easy to. decry 
the most faithful servant in a court by the imanirnous hatred 
of all the others. I warrant me your bull-headed countryman, 
Colvin, has been railing against the Count like the rest of them ; 
for Campo-basso sees nothing amiss in any department but he 
reports it to me without fear or favour. And then his opinions 
are cast so much in the same mould with my own, that I can 
hardly get him to enlarge upon what he best understands, if it 
seems in any respect difFcrent from ray sentiments. Add to 
this, a noble person, grace, gaiety, skill in the exercises of war 
and in the courtly aits of peace — such is Campo-basso; and 
being such, is he not a gem for a prince’s cabinet ? ’ 

‘The very materials out of which a favourite is formed,’ 
answered the Earl of Oxford, ‘but •something less Jidapted for 
making a faithful counsellor.’ 

‘Why, thou mistrustful fool,’ said the Duke, ‘must I tell 
thee the very inmost secret respecting this man, Campo-basso, 
and will nothing short of it stay these imaginary suspicions 
which thy new trade of an itinerant merchant hath led thee to 
entertain so rashly ? ’ 
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* If your Highness honours me with your confidence/ said 
the Earl of Oxford, ‘ I can only say that my fidelity shall de- 
serve it/ 

‘ Know then, thou misbelieving mortal, that my good friend 
and brother, Louis of France, sent me private information 
through no less a person than his famous barber, Oliver le 
Diable, that Campo-basso had for a certain sum offered to put 
my person into his hands, alive or .dead. You start?/ • 

‘ I do indeed, recollecting your Highness^ practice of riding 
out lightly armed, and with a very small attendance, to recon- 
noitre the ground and visit the outposts, and therefore how 
easily such a treacherous device might be carried into execution.^ 
‘ Pshaw ! ’ answered the Duke. ‘ Thou seest the danger as if 
it were real, whereas nothing can be more certain than that, if 
my cousin of France had ever received such an offer, he would 
have been the last person to have put me on my guard against 
the attempt. No, he knows the value I set on Campo-basso’s 
services, and forged the accusation to deprive me of them.^ 
‘And yet, my lord,’ replied the English earl, ‘your High- 
ness, by my counsel, will not unnecessarily fr impatiently fling 
aside your armour of proof, or ride without the escort of some 
score of your trusty Walloons.’ 

‘ Tush, man, thou wouldst make a carbonado of a fever- 
stirred wretch like myself betwixt the bright iron and the burn- 
ing sun. But 1 will bo cautious though I jest thus; and you, 
young man, may assure my cousin, Margaret of Anjou, that I 
will consider her affairs as my own. And remember, youth, 
that the secrets of princes are fatal gifts, if he to whom they 
are imparted blaze them abroad ; but if duly treasured up, they 
enrich the bearer. And thou shalt have cause to say so if thou 
canst bring back with thee from Aix the deed of resignation of 
which thy father hath spoken. Good-night — good-night ! ’ 

He left the apartment. 

‘You have just seen,’ said the Earl of Oxford to his son, ‘a 
sketch of this extraordinary prince by his own pencil. It is 
easy to excite his ambition or thirst of power, but wellnigh im- 
possible to limit him to the. just measures by which it is most 
likely to be gratified. He is ever like the young archer, startled 
from his mark by some swallow crossing his eye, even careless 
as he draws the string. Now irregularly and offensively sus- 
picious, now unreservedly lavish ef his confidence ; not long 
since the enemy of the line of Lancaster, an 1 the ally of her 
deadly foe, no\v its last and only stay and hope. God mend 
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all ! It is a weary thing to look on the game and see how it 
might be won, while we are debarred by the caprice of others 
from the power of playing it according to our own skill. How 
much must depend on the decision of Duke Charles upon the 
morrow, and how little do I possess the power of influencing 
him, either for his own safety or our advantage ! Good-night, 
my son, and let us trust events to Him who alone can control 
them.’ 



CHAPTER XXVII 

My blood hath been too cold and temperate, 

Unapt to stir at these indignities, 

And you have found me ; lor, accordingly, 

You tread upon my patience. 

Henry IV, 

The dawn of morning roused the banished Earl of Oxford and 
his son, and its lights were scarce abroad on the eastern heaven 
ere their host, Colvin, entered with an attendant, bearing some 
bundles, which he placed on the floor of the tent, and instantly 
retired. The officer of the Duke^s ordnapce then announced 
that he came with a messtige from the Dufee of Burgundy. 

‘Ilis Highness,’ he said, ‘has sent four stout yeomen, with 
a commission of credence to my young master of Oxford, and 
an ample purse of gold, to furnish his expenses to Aix, and 
wliile his aftairs may detain him there ; also a letter of credence 
to King Rene, to ensure his reception, and two suits of honour 
for his use, as for an English gentleman, desirous to witness 
the festive solemnities of Provence, and in whose safety the 
Duke deigns to take deep interest. His farther affairs there, 
if he hath any, his Highness recommends to him to manage 
with prudence and secrecy. His Highness hath also sent a 
couple of horses for his use— one an ambling jennet for the 
road, and another a strong barbed horse of Flanders, in case he 
hath aught to do. It will be fitting that my young master 
change his dress, and assume attire more near his proper 
rank. His attendants know the road, and have power, in case 
of need, to summon, in tlie Duke’s name, assistance from all 
faithful Burgundians. I have but to add, the sooner the young 
gentleman sets forward, it will be the better sign of a successful 
journey.’ 

‘ I am ready to mount the inrtant that I have changed my 
dress,’ said Arthur. 

‘ And I,’ sj^jd his father, ‘ have no wish to detain him on the 
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service in which he is now employed. Neither he nor I will 
say more than “ God be with you.’^ How and where we are to 
meet again, who can tell 1 ^ 

‘I believe,’ said Colvin, ‘that must rest on the motions of 
the Duke, which, perchance, are not yet determined upon ; but 
his Highness depends upon your remaining with him, my noble 
lord, till the affairs of which you come to treat may be more 
fully decided. Something I have for your lordship’s private 
ear, when your son hath parted on his journey.’ 

While Colvin was thus talking with his father, Arthur, who 
was not above half- dressed when he entered the tent, had 
availed himself of an obscure corner, in which he exchanged 
the plain garb belonging to his supposed condition as a mer- 
chant for such a riding-suit as became a young man of some 
quality attached to the court of Burgundy. It was not with- 
out a natural sensation of pleasure that the youth resumed an 
apparel suitable to his birth, and which no one was personally 
more fitted to become ; but it was with much deeper feeling that 
he hastily, and as secretly as possible, flung round his neck, and 
concealed under the collar and folds of his ornamented doublet, 
a small thin chain of gold, curiously linked in what was called 
Morisco work. This was the contents of the parcel which Anne 
of Geierstein had indulged his feelings, and perhaps her own, 
by putting into his hands as they parted. The chain was 
secured by a slight plate of gold, on which a bodkin, or a 
point of a knife, had traced on the one side, in distinct though 
light characters. Adieu for ever ! while on the reverse there 
was much more obscurely traced the word Remember ! — A. 
VON G. 

All who may read this are, have been, or will bo, lovers ; 
and there is none, therefore, who may pot be able to compre- 
hend why this token was carefully sUvH[)endcd around Arthur’s 
neck, so that the inscrijRion miglit rest on tlie region of his 
heart, without the interruption of any substance wliich could 
prevent the pledge from being agitated by every throb of that 
busy organ. 

This being hastily ensured, a few minutes completed the 
rest of his tbilette ; and he kneeled before his father to ask his 
blessing and his f mother commands for Aix. 

His father blessed him almost inarticulately, and then said, 
with recovered firmness, that he was already possessed of all 
the knowledge necessary for success on his mission, 

‘ When you can bring me the deeds wanted,’ he whispered 
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with more firmness, ‘ you will find me near the person of the 
Duke of Burgundy/ 

They went forth of the tent in silence, and found before it 
the four Burgundian yeomen, tall and active -looking men, 
ready mounted themselves, and holding two saddled horses — 
the one accoutred for war, the other a spirited jennet, for the 
purposes of the journey. One of them led a sumpter-horse, on 
which Colvin informed Arthur 'he would find the change of 
habit necessary when he should arrive at Aix ; and at the same 
time delivered to him a heavy purse of gold. 

‘Thiebault,’ he continued, pointing out the eldest of the 
attendant troopers, ‘ may be trusted — I will be warrant for his 
sagacity and fidelity. The other three are picked men, wiio 
will not fear their skin- cutting.’ 

Arthur vaulted into the saddle with a sensation of pleasure 
which was natural to a young cavalier who had not for many 
months felt a spirited horse beneath him. The lively jennet 
reared with impatience. Arthur, sitting firm on his seat, as if 
he had been a part of the animal, only said, ‘ Ere we are long 
acquainted, thy spirit, my fair roan, willlbe something more- 
tamed.’ • 

‘ One word more, my son,’ said his father, and whispered in 
Arthur’s ear, as he stooped from the saddle ; ‘ if you receive a 
letter from me, do not think yourself^ fully acquainted with the 
contents till the paper has been held opposite to a hot fire.’ 

Arthur bowed, and motioned to the elder trooper to lead 
the way, when all, giving rein to their horses, rode off through 
the encampment at a round pace, the young leader signing an 
adieu to his father and Colvin. 

The Earl stood like a man in a dream, following his son 
with his eyes, in a kind of reverie, which was only broken 
when (^jlviii said, ‘T marvel not, my lord, that you are anxious 
about my young master : he is a gallant youth, well worth a 
father’s caring for, and the times we live in are both false and 
bloody. ’ 

‘ God and St. Mary be my witness,’ said the Earl, ‘ that if I 
grieve, it is not for my own house only ; if I am anxious, it is 
not for the sake of my own son alone ; but it is hard to risk a 
last stake in a cause so perilous. What commands brought 
you from the Duke ? ’ 

‘His Grace,’ said Colvin, ‘will get on horseback after he has 
breakfasted. He sends you some garments, which, if not fitting 
your quality, are yet nearer to suitable apparel than those you 
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now wear, 4nd he desires that, observing your incognito as an 
English merchant of eminence, you will join him in his cavah 
cade to Dijon, where he is to receive the answer of the Estates 
of Burgundy concerning matters submitted to their considera- 
tion, and thereafter give public audience to the deputies from 
Switzerland. His Highness has charged me with the care of 
finding you suitable accommodation during the ceremonies of 
the day, which he thinks you will, as a stranger, be pleased to 
look upon. cBut he probably told you all this himself, for I 
think you saw him last night in disguise. Nay, look as strange 
as you will — the Duke plays that trick too often to be able to 
do it with secrecy : the very horse-boys know him while he 
traverses the tents of the common soldiery, and sutler women 
give him the name of the spied spy. If it were only honest 
Harry Colvin who knew this, it should not cross his lips. But 
it is practised too openly, and too widely known. Come, noble 
lord, though I must teach my tongue to forego that courtesy, 
will you along to breakfast ? ^ 

The meal, according to the practice of the time, was a 
solemn and solid on<f^ ; and a favoured officer of the great Duke 
of Burgundy lacked no means, it may be believed, of rendering 
due hospitality to a guest having claims of such high respect. 
But, ere the breakfast was over, a clamorous flourish of 
trumpets announced that the Duke, with his attendants and 
retinue, was sounding to horse. Philipson, as he was still 
called, was, in the name of the Duke, })resented with a stately 
charger, and with his host mingled in the splendid assembly 
which began to gather in front of the Duke’s pavilion. In a 
few minutes, the Prince himself issued forth, in the superb 
dress of the Order of the Golden Fleece, of which his father 
Philip had been the founder, and Charles was himself the 
patron and sovereign. Several of hi.s courtiers were dressed in 
the same magnificent robes, and, with their followers and 
attendants, displayed so much wealth and splendour of appear- 
ance as to warrant the common saying, that the Duke of 
Burgundy maintained the most magnificent court in Christen- 
dom. The, officers of his household attended in their order, 
together with heralds and pursuivants, the grotesque richness 
of whose habits had a singular effect among those of the high 
clergy in their albcs and dalmatiques, and of the knights and 
crown vassals who were arrayfed in armour. Among these last, 
who were variously equipped, according to the different char* 
acter of their service, rode Oxford, but in a peaceful habit, 
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neither so plain as to be out of place amongst such splendour, 
nor so rich as to draw on him a special or particular degree of 
attention. He rode by the side of Colvin, his tall, muscular 
figure and deep-marked features forming a strong contrast to 
the rough, almost ignoble, cast of countenance, and stout, 
thick-set form, of the less distinguished soldier of fortune. 

Eanged into a solemn procession, the rear of which was 
closed by a guard of two hundred picked arquebusiers, a 
description of soldiers who were just then coming into notice, 
and as many mounted men-at-arms, the Duke and his retinue, 
leaving the barriers of the camp, directed their march to the 
town, or rather city, of Dijon, in those days the capital of all 
Burgundy. 

It was a town well secured with walls and ditches, which last 
were filled by means of a small river, named Dousche [Ouche], 
which combines its waters for that purpose with a torrent 
called SuzoiL Four gates, with appropriate barbicans, out- 
works, and drawbridges, corresponded nearly to the cardinal 
points of the compass, and gave admission to the city. The 
number of towers, which stood high abo^e its walls, and de- 
fended them at different angles, was thirty-three f and the walls 
themselves, which exceeded in most places the height of thirty 
feet, were built of stones hewn and squared, and were of great 
thickness. This stately city was surrounded on the outside 
with hills covered with vineyards, while from within its walls 
rose the towers of many noble buildings, both public and 
private, as well as the steeples of magnificent churches and of 
well-endowed convents, attesting the wealth and devotion of 
the house of Burgundy. 

When the trumpets of the Duke^s procession had summoned 
the burgher guard at the gate of St. Nicholas, the drawbridge 
fell, the portcullis rose, the people shouted joyously, the windows 
were hung with tapestry ; and as, in the midst of his retinue, 
Charles himself came riding on a milk-white steed, attended 
only by six pages under fourteen years old, with each a gilded 
partizan in his hand, the acclamations with which he was 
received on all sides shouted that, if some instances of misrule 
had diminished his popularity, enough of it remained to render 
his reception into his capital decorous at least, if not enthusi- 
astic. It is probable that thq veneration attached to his 
father’s memory counteracted for a long time the unfavourable 
effect which some of his own actions were calculated to produce 
oii the public mind. 
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The procession halted before a large Gothic building in the 
centre of Dijon. This was then called Maison du Due, as, 
after the union of Burgundy with France, it was termed 
Maison du Roy. The maire of Dijon attended on the steps 
before this palace, accompanied by his official brethren, and 
escorted by a hundred able-bodied citizens, in black velvet 
cloaks, bearing half-pikes in their hands. The Tnaire kneeled 
to kiss the stirrup of the Duke, and at the moment when 
Charles descended from his horse every bell in the city com- 
menced so thundering a peal, that they might almost have 
awakened the dead who slept in the vicinity of the steeples, 
which rocked with their clangour. Under the influence of this 
stunning peal of welcome, the Duke entered the great hall of 
the building, at the upper end of which were erected a throne 
for the sovereign, seats for his more distinguished officers of 
state and higher vassals, with benches behind for persons of 
less note. On one of these, but in a spot from which he might 
possess a commanding view of the whole assembly, as well as 
of the Duke himself, Colvin placed the noble Englishman; and 
Charles, whose quick, stern eye glanced rapidly over the party 
when they w^re seated, seemed, by a nod so slight as to be 
almost imperceptible to those around him, to give his appro- 
bation of the arrangement adopted. 

When the Duke and his assistants were seated and in order, 
the mairey again approaching, in the most humble manner, and 
kneeling on the lowest step of the ducal throne, requested to 
know if his Highness’s leisure permitted him to hear the 
inhabitants of his capital express their devoted zeal to his 
person, and to accept the benevolence which, in the shape of a 
silver cup filled with gold pieces, he had the distinguished 
honour to place before his feet, in name of the citizens and 
community of Dijon. 

Charles, who at no time affected much courtesy, answered 
briefly and bluntly, with a voice which was naturally harsh and 
dissonant, ‘All things in their order, good Master Maire, I;et 
us first hear what the Estates of Burgundy have to say to us ; 
we will then listen to the burghers of Dijon.’ 

The maife rose and retired, bearing iti his htiiid the *silver 
cup, and experiencing probably some vexation, as well as surprise, 
that its contents had not secured an instant and gracious 
acceptance. 

‘ I expected,’ said Duke Charles, ‘ to have met at this hour 
and place our fetates of the duchy of Burgundy, or*a deputation 
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of them, with an answer to onr message conveyed to them three 
days since by our chancellor. Is there no one here on their 
part ? ' 

The maire, as none else made any attempt to answer, said 
that the members of the Estates had been in close deliberation 
the whole of that morning, and doubtless would instantly wait 
upon his Highness when they heard that he had honoured the 
town with his presence. 

‘ Go, Toison d’Or,’ said the Duke to the herald #f the order of 
the Golden Fleece,* ‘bear to these gentlemen the tidings that we 
desire to know the end of their deliberations ; and that neither 
in courtesy nor in loyalty can they expect us to wait long. Be 
round with them, sir herald, or we shall be as round with you.’ 

While tlie herald was absent on his mission, we may remind 
our readers that, in all feudalised countries (that is to say, in 
almost all Europe during the middle ages), an ardent spirit of 
liberty pervaded the constitution ; and the only fault that 
could be found was, that the privileges and freedom for which 
the great vassals contended did not sufficiently descend to the 
lower orders of society, or extend protection to those who were 
most likely to need it. The two first ranks in ^he estate, the 
nobles and clergy, enjoyed high and im2)ortant privileges, and 
even the third estate, or citizens, had this immunity in peculiar, 
that no new duties, customs, or taxes of any kind could be 
exacted from them save by their own consent. 

The memory of Duke Philip, the father of Charles, was dear 
to the Burgundians ; for during twenty years that sage prince 
had maintained his rank amongst the sovereigns of Europe 
with much dignity, and had accumulated treasure without exact- 
ing or receiving any great increase of supjjlies from the rich 
countries wdiich he governed. But the extravagant schemes 
and immoderate expense of Duke Charles had already excited 
the suspicion of liis Estates ; and the mutual good-will betwixt 
the prince and people began to be exchanged for suspicion and 
distrust on the one side and defiance on the other. The re- 
fractory disposition of the Estates had of late iricreased, for 
they had disapproved of various wars in which their Duke had 
needlessly embarked ; and from his levying such large bodies of 
mercenary troops, they came to suspect he might finally employ 
the wealth voted to him by his subjects for the undue extension 
of his royal prerogative, and the destruction of the liberties of 
the people. 

* The chief order of kniglithood in the state of Burgundy.- 
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At the same time, the Duke’s uniform success in enterprises 
which appeared desperate as well as difficult, esteem for the 
frankness and openness of his character, and dread of the 
obstinacy and headstrong* tendency of a temper which could 
seldom bear persuasion, and never endured opposition, still 
threw awe and terror around the throne, which was materially 
aided by the attachment of the common people to the person 
of the present duke and to the memory of his father. It had 
been understood, that upon the present occasion there was 
strong opposition amongst the Estates to the system of taxation 
proposed on the part of the Duke, and the issue was expected 
with considerable anxiety by the Duke’s counsellors, and with 
fretful impatience by the sovereign himself. 

After a space of about ten minutes had elapsed, the 
Chancellor of Burgundy, who was Archbishop of Vienne, and 
a prelate of high rank, entered the hall with his train ; and 
passing behind the ducal throne to occupy one of the most 
distinguished places in the assembly, he stopped for a moment 
to urge his master to receive the answer of his Estates in a 
private manner, giving him at the same time to understand 
that the result of the deliberations had been by no means 
satisfactory. 

‘By St. George of Burgundy, my Lord Archbishop,’ answered 
the Duke, sternly and al(5ud, ‘ we are not a prince of a mind so 
paltry that we need to shun the mo(xly looks of a discontented 
and insolent faction. If the Estates of Burgundy send a dis- 
obedient and disloyal answer to our paternal message, let 
them deliver it in open court, that the assembled people imiy 
learn how to decide between their duke and those j^etty yet 
intriguing spirits who would interfere with our authority.’ 

The chancellor bowed gravely and took his seat; while the 
English earl observed, that most of the members of the 
assembly, excepting such as in doing so could not escape the 
Duke’s notice, passed some observations to their neighljours, 
which were received with a half-expressed nod, shmg, or shake 
of the he^, as men treat a proposal iipni which it is dangerous 
to decide. At the same time, Toisoti d’Or, who acted as master 
of the ceremonies, introduced into the hall a committee of the 
Estates, consisting of twelve members, four from each branch 
of the Estates, announced empowered to deliver the answer 
of that assembly to the Duke of Burgundy. 

When the deputation entered the hall, Charjes arose from 
his throne, according to ancient custom, and taking from his 
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head his bonnet, charged with a huge plume of feathers, * Health 
and welcome,' he said, ‘ to my good subjects of the Estates of 
Burgundy ! ' All the numerous train of courtiers rose and un- 
covered their heads with the same ceremony. The members 
of the states then dropt on one knee, the four ecclesiastics, 
among whom Oxford recognised the black priest of St. Paul's, 
approaching nearest to the Duke's person, the nobles kneeling 
behind them, and the burgesses in the rear of the whole. 

‘Noble Duke,' said the priest of St. Paul's, •‘will it best 
please you to hear the answer of your good and loyal Estates 
of Burgundy by the voice of one member speaking for the whole, 
or by three persons, each delivering the sense of the body to 
which he belongs ? ’ 

‘As you will,' said the Duke of Burgundy. 

‘ A priest, a noble, and a free burgher,' said the churchman, 
still on one knee, ‘will address your Highness in succession. 
For though, blessed be the God who leads brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! we are agreed in the general answer, yet 
each body of the Estates may have special and separate reasons 
to allege for the common opinion.' h 

‘ We wdll hear you separately,' said Diike Charles, casting 
his hat upon his head, and throwing himself carelessly back 
into his seat. At the same time, all who were of nohle blood, 
whether in the committee or amongst the spectators, vouched 
their right to be peers of their sovereign by assuming their 
bonnets ; and a cloud of waving plumes at once added grace 
and dignity to the assembly. 

When the Duke resumed his seat, the deputation arose from 
their knees, and the black priest of St. Paul’s, again stepping 
forth, addressed him in these words : — 

‘ My Lord Duke, your loyal and faithful clergy have con- 
sidered your Highness's proposal to lay a talliagc on your 
people, in order to make war on the Confederate Cantons in the 
country of the Alps. The quarrel, my liege lord, seems to 
your clergy an unjust and oppressive one on your Highness's 
part ; nor can they hope that God will bless those who arm in it. 
They are therefore compelled to reject your Highness's proposal.' 

The Duke's eye lowered gloomily on the deliverer of this 
unpalatable message. He shook his head with one of those 
stem and menacing looks which the harsh composition of his 
features rendered them peculiai^y qualified to express. ‘ You 
have spoken, sir priest,' was *the only reply which he deigned 
to make. 
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One of the four nobles, the Sire de Myrebeau, then expressed 
himself thus 

‘ Your Highness has asked of your faithful nobles to consent 
to new imposts and exactions, to be levied through Burgundy, 
for the raising of additional bands of hired soldiers for the 
maintenance of the quarrels of the state. My lord, the swords 
of the Burgundian nobles, knights, and gentlemen* have been 
ever at your Highness’s command, as those of our ancestors 
have been *readily wielded for your predecessors. In your 
Highness’s just quarrel we will go farther, and fight firmer, 
than any hired fellows who can be procured, whether from 
France, or Germany, or Italy. We will not give our consent 
that the people should be taxed for paying mercenaries to dis- 
charge that military duty which it is alike our pride and our 
exclusive privilege to render.’ 

‘ You have spoken. Sire do Myrebeau,’ were again the only 
words of the Duke’s reply. He uttered them slowly and with 
deliberation, as if afraid lest some phrase of imprudent violence 
should escape along with what he purposed to say. Oxford 
thought he cast a glance towards him before he spoke, as if the 
consciousness of his presence was some additional restraint on 
his passion. ‘Now, Heaven grant,’ ho said to himself, ‘that 
this opposition may work its proper effect, and induce the Duke 
to renounce an imprudent attempt, so hazardous and so un- 
necessary ! ’ 

While he muttered these thoughts, the Duke made a sign to 
one of the tier^ etat^ or commons, to speak in his turn. 'Fhe 
person who obeyed the signal was Martin Block, a wealthy 
butcher and grazier of Dijon. His words were these : — ‘Noble 
Prince, our fathers were the dutiful subjects of your pre- 
decessors ; we are the same to you ; our children will be alike 
the liegemen of your successors. But, touching the request 
your chancellor has made to us, it is such as our ancestors never 
complied with, such as we are determined to refuse, and such 
as will never be conceded by the P^stcates of Burgundy to any 
prince whatsoever, even to the end of time.’ 

Charles had borne with impatient silence the speeches of the 
two former orators ; but this blunt and haniy reply of the third 
Estate excited him.beyond what his nature could endure. He 
gave way to the impetuosity of his disposition, stamped on the 
floor till the throne shook a‘nd the high vault rung over their 
heads, and overwhelmed the bt)ld burgher with reproaches. 

‘ Beast of burden,’ he said, ‘ am I to be stunned with thy bray- 
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ing, too ? The nobles may claim leave . tp s^ak, for they can 
fight ; the clergy may use their tongues, for It is their trade ; 
but thou, that hast never shed blood, • save that of bullocks 
more stupid than thou art thyself — must thou and thy herd 
come hither, privileged, forsooth, to bellow at a prince’s foot- 
stool ? Know, brute as thou art, that steers are never intro- 
duced into temples but to be sacrificed, or butchers and 
mechanics brought before their sovereign, save that they may 
have the honour to supply the public wants frosn their own 
swelling hoards ! ’ - 

A murmur of displeasure, which even the terror of the Duke’s 
wrath could not repress, ran through the audience at these 
words; and the burgher of Dijon, a sturdy plebeian, replied, 
with little reverence — ‘ Our purses, my Lord Duke, are our 
own ; wo wdll not put the strings of them into your Highness’s 
hands, unless w^e are satisfied with the purposes to which the 
money is to be applied ; and we know well how to protect our 
persons and our goods against foreign ruffians and plunderers.’ 

Charles was on the point of ordering the deputy to be 
arrested, when, having cast his eye towards^ the Earl of Oxford, 
whose presence, in despite of himself, imposed a certain degree of 
restraint upon him, he exchanged that piece of imprudence for 
another. 

‘ I see,’ he said, addressing the committee of Estates, ‘ that 
you are all leagued to disappoint my purposes, and doubt- 
less to deprive me of all the power of a sovereign save that 
of Wearing a coronet, and being served on the knee like a 
second Charles the Simple, while the Estates of my kingdom 
divide the power among them. But you shall know that you 
have to do with Charles of Burgundy — a prince who, though 
he has deigned to consult you, is fully able to fight battles 
without the aid of his nobles, since they refuse him the assist- 
ance of their swords ; to defray the expense without the help 
of his sordid burghers ; and, it may be, to find out a path to 
Heaven without the assistance of an ungrateful priesthood. I 
will show all that are here present how little my mind is 
affected, or my purpose ahanged, by your seditious reply to 
the message wdth which I honoured you. Here, Toison d’Or, 
adipit into our presence these men from the confederated 
towns and cantons, as they call themselves, of Switzerland.’ 

Oxford, and all who really Interested themselves in the 
Duke’s welfare, heard, with the utmost apprehension, his re- 
solution to give an audience to the Swiss envoys, prepossessed 
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as he was against them, and in the moment when his mood was 
chafed to the uttermost by the refusal of the Estates to grant 
him supplies. They were aware that obstacles opposed to the 
current of his passion were like rocks in the bed of a river, 
whose coui*se they cannot interrupt, while they provoke it to 
rage and foam. All were sensible that the die was cast, but 
none who were not endowed with more than mortal prescience 
could have imagined how deep was the pledge which depended 
upon it. Oicfoid, in particular, conceived that the execution of 
his plan of a descent upon England was the principal point 
compromised by the Duke in his rash obstinacy ; but he sus- 
pected not — he dreamed not of supposing — that the life of 
Charles himself, and the independence of Burgundy as a 
separate kingdom, hung quivering in the same scales. 



CHAPTEEXXVIII 

Why, ’tis a boisterous and cruel style, 

A stylo for challengers. AVhy, she defies us. 

Like Turk to Christian. 

As You Like It. 

The doors of the hall were now opened to the Swiss deputies, 
who for the preceding hour had been kept in attendance on 
the outside of the building, witliout receiving the slightest 
of those attentions which among civilised nations are univer- 
sally paid to the representatives of a foreign state. Indeed, 
their very appearance, dressed in coarse* grey frocks, like 
mountain hunters or shepherds, in the midst of ^an assembly 
blazing with divers -coloured garments, gold and silver lace, 
embroidery, and precious stones, served to confirm the idea 
that they could only have come hither in the capacity of the 
most humble petitioners. 

Oxford, however, who watched closely the deportment of 
his late fellow-travellers, failed not to observe that they retained 
each in his own person the character of firmness and indifference 
wliich formerly distinguished them. Kudolph Donnerhugel 
j)reservcd his bold and haughty look ; the banneret, the military 
indifiPerence which made him look with apparent apathy on all 
around him; the burgher of Sol euro was as formal and im- 
portant as ever ; nor did any of the three show themselves 
affected in the slightest degree by the splendour of the scene 
around them, or embarrassed by the consideration of their own 
comparative inferiority of appointments. But the noble Land- 
amman, on whom Oxford chiefly bent his attention, seemed 
overwhelmed with a sense of the precarious state in which his 
country was jdaced, fearing, from the rude and unhonoured 
manner in which they were received, that war was unavoidable, 
while, at the same time, like a gdod patriot, he mourned over 
the consequences of ruin to the freedom of his country by 
defeat, or injury to her simplicity and virtuous indifference of 
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W0alih by the introduction of foreign luxuries and the evils 
attending on conquest. 

Well acquainted with the opinions of Arnold Biederman, 
Oxford could easily explain his sadness, while his comrade 
Bonstetten, less capable of. comprehending his friend’s feelings, 
looked at him with the expression which may be seen in the 
countenance of a faithful dog, when the creature indicates 
sympathy with his master’s melancholy, though unable to ascer- 
t^n or appreciate its cause. A look of wonder now and then 
glided around the splendid assembly on the part of all the 
forlorn group, excepting Donnerhugel and the Landamman ; for 
the indomitable pride of the one and the steady patriotism of 
the other could not for even an instant be diverted by external 
objects from their own deep and stem reflections. 

After a silence of nearly five minutes, the Duke spoke, with 
the haughty and harsh manner which he might imagine belonged 
to his place, and which certainly expressed his character. 

‘Men of Berne, of Schwytz, or of whatever hamlet and 
wilderness you may represent, know that we had not honoured 
you, rebels as you afre to the dominion of your lawful superiors, 
with an audience in our own presence, but for the intercession 
of a well -esteemed friend, who has sojourned among your 
mountains, and whom you may know^ by the name of Philipson, 
an Englishman, following the trade of a merchant, and charged 
with certain valuable matters of traffic to our court. To his 
intercession we have so far given way, that, instead of com- 
manding you, according to your demerits, to the gibbet and 
the wheel in the Place de Morimont, we have condescended to 
receive you into our own presence, sitting in our cour pUnihre^ to 
hear from you such submission as you can offer for your out- 
rageous storm of our town of La Ferctte, the slaughter of many 
of our liegemen, and the deliberate murder of the noble knight, 
Archibald of Hagenbach, executed in your presence, and by 
your countenance and device. Speak, if you can say aught in 
defence of your felony and treason, either to deprecate just 
punishment or crave undeserved mercy/ 

The Landamman seemed about to answer: but Rudolph 
Donnerhugel, with his characteristic boldness and hardihood, 
took the task of teply on himself. He confronted the proud 
Duke with an eye unappalled, and a countenance as stern as 
his own. 

‘ We came not here,’ he said, ‘ to compromise our own honour, 
or the dignity of the free people whom we represent, by pleading 
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guilty in their name or our own to crimes of which we , are 
innocent. And when you term us rebels, you must remfember 
that a long train of victories, whose history is written in the 
noblest blood of Austria, has restored to the confederacy of bur 
communities the freedom of which an unjust tyranny in vain 
attempted to deprive us. While Austria was a just and bene- 
ficent misti;css, we served her with our lives ; when she became 
oppressive and tyrannical, we assumed indef)endence. If she 
has aught yet to claim from us, the descendants of «Tell, Faust 
[Furst], and StaufFaucher will be as ready to assert their liberties 
as their fathers were to gain them. Your Grace — if such be your 
title — has no concern with any dispute betwixt us and Austria. 
For your threats of gibbet and wheel, we are here defenceless 
men, on whom you may work your pleasure ; but we know how 
to die, and our countrymen know how to avenge us.’ 

The fiery Duke would have replied by commanding the 
instant arrest, and probably the immediate execution, of the 
whole deputation. But his chancellor, availing himself of the 
privilege of his office, rose, and, doffing his cap with a deep 
reverence to the Duke, requested leave to rej/ly to the misproud 
young man, who had, he said, so greatly mistakei? the purpose • 
of his Highness’s speech. 

Charles, feeling perhaps at the moment too much irritated 
to form a calm decision, threw himself back in his chair of 
state, and with an impatient and angry nod gave his chan- 
cellor permission to speak. 

‘Young man,’ said that high o®cer, ‘you have mistaken the 
meaning of the high and mighty sovereign in whose presence 
you stand. Whatever be the lawful rights of Austria over the 
revolted villages which have flung oft’ their allegiance to their 
native superior, we have no call to enter on that argument. 
But that for which Burgundy demands your answer is where- 
fore, coming here in the guise and with the character of 
peaceful envoys, on affairs touching your own communities and 
the rights of the Duke’s subjects, you have raised war in our 
peaceful dominions, stormed a fortress, massacred its garrison, 
and put to death a noble knight, its commander ? — all of them 
actions contrary to the law of nations, and highly deserving of 
the. punishment with which you have been justly threatened, 
but with which I hope our gracious sovereign will dispense, if 
you express some sufficient reason ft>r such outrageous insolence, 
with an offer of due submission to his Highness’s pleasure, and 
satisfactory reparation for such a high injury.’ 
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‘You are a priest, grave sirV answered Rudolph Donner* 
hugel, addressing the Chancellor of Burgundy. ‘ If there be a 
soldier in this assembly who will avouch your charge, I challenge 
him to the combat, man to man. We did not storm the gar- 
rison of La Ferette : we were admitted into the gates in a 
peaceful manner, and were there instantly surrounded by the 
soldiers of the late Archibald de Hagenbach, with the obvious 
purpose of assaiiltftig and murdering us on our peaceful mission. 
1 promise y^u there had been news of more men dying than us. 
But an uproar broke out among the inhabitants of the town, 
assisted, I believe, by many neighbours, to whom the insolence 
and oppression of Archibald de Hagenbach had become odious, 
as to all who were within his reach. We rendered them no 
assistance ; and, I trust, it was not expected that we should 
interfere in the favour of men who had stood prepared to do 
the worst against us. But not a pike or sword belonging to us 
or our attendants was dipped in Burgundian blood. Archibald 
de Hagenbach perished, it is true, on a scaffold, and I saw him 
die with pleasure, under a sentence pronounced by a competent 
court, such as is r€;f*;ognised in Westphalia and its dependencies 
on this side of the Rhine. I am not obliged to vindicate their 
proceedings ; but I aver, that the Duke has received full proof 
of his regular sentence ; and, in fine, that it was amply deserved 
by oppression, tyranny, ij-nd foul abuse of his authority, I will 
uphold against all gainsayers, with the body of a man. There 
lies my glove.' 

And, with an action suited to the language he used, the 
stem Swiss flung his right-hand glove on the floor of the hall. 
In the spirit of the age, witli the love of distinction in arms 
which it nourished, and perhaps with the desire of gaining the 
Duke’s favour, there was a genc?*al motion among the young 
Burgundians to accept the challenge, and more than six or 
eight gloves were hastily doffed by the young knights present, 
those who were more remote flinging them over the heads of 
the nearest, and each proclaiming his name and title as he prof- 
fered the gage of combat. 

‘ I set at all,’ Sfiid the daring young Swiss, gathering tho 
gauntlets as they fell clashing around him. ‘ More, gentlemen 
— more ! a glove for every finger ! come on, one at once — ^fair 
lists, equal jtidges of the fi(‘ld, tho combat on foot, and the 
weapons two-handed swords,* and I will not budge for a score 
of you.’ 

‘ Hold, gentlemen — on your allegiance, hold 1 ’ said tho 
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Duke, gratified at the same time and somewhat appeased by 
the zeal which was displayed in his cause ; moved by the strain 
of reckless bravery evinced by the challenger, with a, hardi- 
hood akin to his own ; perhaps also not unwilling to display, 
in the view of his cour pldniere^ more temperance than he had 
been at first capable of. ‘ Hold, I command you all. Tpison 
dDr, gather up these gauntlets, and return them each to his 
owner. God and St. George forbid that we should hazard the 
life of even the least of our noble Burgundian gentry against 
such a churl as this Swiss peasant, who never so much as mounted 
a horse, and knows not a jot of knightly courtesy or the grace 
of chivalry. Carry your vulgar brawls elsewhere, young man, 
and know that, on the present occasion, the Place Morimont 
were your only fitting lists, and the hangman your meet 
antagonist. And you, sirs, his companions, whose behaviour 
in suffering this swaggerer to take the lead amongst you 
seems to show that the laws of nature, as well as of society, 
are inverted, and that youth is preferred to age, as peasants 
to gentry — ^you white -bearded men, I say, is there none of 
you who can speak your errand in such language as it becomes 
a sovereign prince to listen to ? ^ 

‘God forbid else,’ said the Landamman, stepping forward 
and silencing Rudolph Donnerhugel, who was commencing an 
answer of defiance — ‘ God forbid,’ he said, ‘ noble Duke, that we 
should not bo able to speak so as to be understood before your 
Highness, since, I trust, w^c shall speak the language of. truth, 
peace, and justice. Nay, should it incline your Highness to 
listen to us the more favourably for our humility, I am willing 
to humble myself rather than you should shun to hear us. For 
my own part, I can truly say that, though I have lived, and by 
free choice have resolved to die, a husbandman and a hunter on 
the Alps of the Unterwald, I may claim by birth the hereditary 
right to speak before dukes and kings, and the Emperor him- 
self. There is no one, my Lord Duke, in this proud assembly 
who derives his descent from a nobler source than Geierstein.’ 

‘ We have heard of you,’ said the Duke, ‘Men call you the 
peasant count. Your birtl\ is your shame — or perhaps your 
mother’s, if your father had happened to have a handsome plough- 
man, the fitting father of one who has become a willing serf.’ 

‘No serf, my lord,’ answered the Landamman, ‘but a free- 
man, who will neither oppress others nor be himself tyrannised 
over. My father was a noble lord, my mother a most virtuous 
lady. But T will not be provoked by taunt or scornful jest 
xxni 23 
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to refrain from stating with calmness what my country has 
given me in charge to say. The inhabitants of the bleak and 
inhospitable regions of the Alps desire, mighty sir, to remain 
at peace with all their neighbours, and to enjoy the govern- 
ment they have chosen, as best fitted to their condition and 
habits, leaving all other states and countries to their free-will 
in the same respects. Especially, they desire to remain at 
peace and in unity with the princely house of Burgundy, whose 
dominions approach their possessions on so many points. My 
lord, they desire it, they entreat it, they even consent to 
pray for it. We have been termed stubborn, intractable, and 
insolent contemners of authority, and headers of sedition and 
rebellion. In evidence of the contrary, my Lord Duke, I, who 
never bent a knee but to Heaven, feel no dishonour in kneeling 
before your Highness, as before a sovereign prince in the ccnir 
pUniere of his dominions, where he has a right to exact liom- 
age from his subjects out of duty, and from strangers out of 
courtesy. No vain pride of mine,’ said the noble old man, his 
eyes swelling with tears, as he knelt on one knee, ‘ shall prevent 
me from personal htimiliation, when peace — that blessed peace, 
so dear to God, so inappreciably valuable to man — is in danger 
of being broken off.’ 

The whole assembly, oven the Duke himself, were affected 
by the noble and stately manner in which the brave old man 
made a genuflection, which was obviously dictated by neither 
meanness nor timidity. ^ Arise, sir,’ said Charles ; Cf we have 
said aught which can wound your private feelings, we retract 
it as publicly as the reproach was spoken, and sit prepared to 
hear you, as a fair-meaning envoy.^ 

‘ For that, my noble lord, thanks ; and I shall hold it a 
blessed day if I can find words woilhy of the cause I have to 
plead. My lord, a schedule in your Highness’s hand>s has 
stated the sense of many injuries received .at the hand of your 
Highness’s officers, and those of Komont Count of Savoy, your 
strict ally and adviser, we have a right to suppose, under your 
Highness’s countenance. For Count Romont, he has already 
felt with whom he has to contend ; but we Imvo as yet taken 
no measures to avenge injuries, affronts, interruptions to our 
commerce, from ' those who have availerl themselves of your 
Highness’s authority to iiit-crcept our countrymen, spoil our 
goods, impress their persons, Snd even, in some instances, bike 
their lives. The affray at I^a Ferottc- - J can vouch for what I 
saw — had no origin or abettanco from us; nevertheless, it is 
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impossible an independent nation can suffer the repetition of 
such injuries, and free and independent we are determined to 
remain, or to die in defence of our rights. What, thenj must 
follow, unless your Highness listens to the terms which I am 
commissioned to offer? War — a war to extermination; for so 
long as one of our confederacy can wield a halberd, so long, if 
this fatal ^strife once commences, there will be war betwixt 
your powerful realms and our poor and barren states. And 
what can the noble Duke of Burgundy gain by Such a strife ? 
Is it wealth and plunder ? Alas, my lord, there is more gold 
and silver on the very bridle-bits of your Highness’s household 
troops than can be found in the public treasures or private 
hoards of our whole confederacy. Is it fame and glory you 
aspire to ? There is little honour to be won by a numerous 
army over a few scattered bands, by men clad in mail over 
half-armed Inisbandmen and shepherds — of such conquest small 
were the glory. But if, as all Christian men believe, and as it 
is the constant trust of my countrymen, from memory of the 
times of our fathers — if the Lord of Hosts should cast the 
balance in behalf of the fewer numbers aiuJ worse-armed party, 
I leave it with your Highness to judge what would, in that 
event, be the diminution of -worship and fame. Is it extent of 
vassalage and dominion your Highness desires, by warring 
with your mountain neighbours? Know that you may, if it 
be Cod’s will, gain our barren and rugged mountains ; but, 
like our ancestors of old, we will seek refuge in wilder and 
more distant solitudes, and when we have resisted to the last, 
we will starve in the icy wastes of the glaciers. Ay, men, 
women, and children, wo will be frozen into annihilation to- 
gether, ere one free Switzer will acknowledge a foreign master.’ 

The speech of the Landamman made an obvious impression 
on the assembly. The Duke observed it, and his hereditary 
obstinacy was irritated by the general disposition which he 
saw entertained in favour of the ambassador. This evil prin- 
ciple overcame some impression which the address of the noble 
Biederman had not failed to make upon him. He answered 
with a lowering brow, interrupting the old man as he was 
about to continue his speech — ‘You argue falsely, sir count, 
or sir landamman, or by whatever name you call yourself, if 
you tliink we war on you from apy hope of spoil, or any desire 
of glory. We know as well as you can tell us that there is 
neither profit nor fame to be achieved by conquering you. But 
sovereigns, to whom Heaven has given the power, must root 
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out a band of robbers, though there is dishonour in measuring 
swords with them; and we hunt to death a herd of wolves, 
though their flesh is carrion and their skins are nought/ 

The Landamman shook his grey head, and replied, without 
testifying emotion, and even w'ith something approaching to a 
smile — ‘I am an older woodsman than you, my Lord Duke, 
and, it may be, a more experienced one. The boldest, the 
hardiest hunter will not safely drive the wolf to his den. 1 
have shown ^your Highness the poor chance of gain and the 
great risk of loss, which even you, powerful as you arc, must 
incur by risking a war with determined and desperate men. 
Let me now tell w’hat we are willing to do to secure a sincere 
and lasting peace with our powerful neighbour of Burgundy. 
Your Grace is in the act of engrossing Lorraine, and it seems 
probable, under so vigorous and enterprising a prince, your 
authority may be extended to the shores of the Mediterranean ; 
be our noble friend and sincere ally, and our mountains, de- 
fended by warriors familiar with victory, will be your barriers 
against Germany and Italy. For your s^ike we will admit the 
Count of Savoy to til;rins, and restore to liim our con(]uest8, on 
such condition^ as your Highness shall yourself judge reason- 
able. Of past subjects of offence on the part of your lieutenantii 
and governors upon the frontier we will be silent, so we have 
assurance of no such aggr^jssions in future. Nay inpre, and it 
is my last and proudest offer, we will send thn^i tliousiind of 
our youth to assist your Highness in any war which you may 
engage in, whether against Louis of I' ranee or the Hm]>eror of 
Germany. They are a difterent set of num ])roiully and truly 
may I state it-~-from the scum of (iernuniy and Italy, who 
form themselves into mercenary bands of soldiers. And, if 
Heaven should decide your Highness to accept our offer, theiti 
will be one cor^)8 in yonr army which will leave their carcass(‘s 
on the field ere a man of them break their pliglite^l troth/ 

A swarthy, but tall and handsome, man, Wf aring a coi‘s]<.*t 
richly engraved with arabesque work, .started fnan his seat 
with the air of one ]>rovoked lx;yond tlie hounds of n straint. 
This Avas the Count de Campo-basso, comniandta* of Charles’s 
Italian merceparies, who possessed, as lias been alluded to, 
much influence over the Duke’s miiul, clndly obtained by 
accommodating hiin>solf to his ]rjust(‘r's opinions and prejudices* 
and placing before the Duke sj^ecious arguments to justify him 
for following his own way. 

‘This lofty presence must excuse me,’ ho i^aid, ‘if I speak 
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in defence of my honour, and those of my bold lances, who 
have followed my fortunes from Italy to serve the bravest 
prince in Christendom. I might, indeed, pass over. without 
resentment the outrageous language of this grey-haired churl, 
whose words cannot affect a knight and a nobleman more than 
the yelling of a peasant’s mastiff. But when I hear him 
propose to associate his bands of mutinous, misgoverned ruffians 
with your Highness’s troops, •! must let him know that there 
is not a horse-boy in my ranks who would fight such fellow- 
ship. No, even I myself, bound by a thousand ties of grati- 
tude, could not submit to strive abreast with such comrades. 
I would fold up my baimcrs, and lead five thousand men to 
seek — not a nobler master, for the world has none such — 
but wars in which we might not be obliged to blush for our 
assistants.’ 

‘Silence, Campo-basso,’ said the Duke, ‘and be assured you 
serve a prince who knows your worth too well to exchange it 
for tlie untried and uutrustful services of those whom we have 
only known as vexatious and malignant neighbours.’ 

Then addressing himself to Arnold J*Biederman, he said 
coldly and sternly, ‘ Sir Landamman, we have lic’ard you fairly. 
We have heard you, although you come before Us with hands 
dyed deep in the blood of our servant. Sir Archibald de Hagen- 
bach ; for, su])posing he was murdered by a villainous associa- 
tion — which, by St. George! shall never, Avhile we live and 
r.eign, raise its pestilential liead on this side of the Rhine — 
yet it is not the less undeniable and undenied, that you stood 
l)y in arms, and encouraged the deed the assassins performed 
under your countenance. R,ctiirn to your mountains, and be 
thankful that you return in life. Tell those who sent you that 
I will be presently on their frontiers. A deputation of your 
most notable p(}rsons, who meet me with halters round their 
necks, torches in tlieir left hands, in their right their swords 
held by the point, may learn on what conditions wo will grant 
you peace.’ 

‘Idien farewell ])eacc, and welcome war,’ said the Landam- 
mau ; ‘and be its plagues und curses on the heads of those who 
choose blood and strife rather than peace and union ! We will 
meet you on our frontiers with our naked swords, but the hilts, 
not their ])oints, shall be in our grasp. Charles of Burgundy, 
Flanders, and Lorraine, Duke of seven [six] dukedoms. Count 
of seventeen [fifteen] earldoms, I bid you defiance ; and declare 
war against you in the name of the Confederated Cantons, and 
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such others as shall adhere to them. There/ he said, ‘ are my 
letters of defiance.’ 

The herald took from Arnold Biederman the fatal denuncia- 
tion. 

* Read it not, Toison d!Or ! ’ said the haughty Duke. ‘ Let 
the executioner drag it through the streets at his horse’s tail, 
and nail it to the gibbet, to show in what account w/3 hold the 
paltry scroll, and those who sent it. Away, sirs,’ speaking to 
the Swiss, ‘ frudge back to your wildernesses with such haste 
as your feet can use. When we next meet, you shall better 
know whom you have offended. Get our horse ready; the 
council is broken up.’ 

The maire of Dijon, when all were in motion to leave the 
hall, again approached the Duke, and timidly expressed some 
hopes that his Highness would deign to partake of a banquet 
which the magistracy had prepared, in expectation he might do 
them such an honour. 

‘No, by St. George of Burgundy, sir maire, ^ said Charles, 
with one of the withering glances by which he was wont to 
express indignation; mixed with contempt; ‘you have not 
pleased us so well with our breakfast as to induce us to trust 
our dinner to the loyalty of our good town of Dijon.’ 

So saying, he rudely turned off from the mortified chief 
magistrate, and, mounting. his horse, ro<Ie back to his camp, con- 
versing earnestly on the w’ay with the (’ount of Campo-basso. 

‘I would offer you dinner, my Lord of Oxfonl,’ said (’olvin 
to that nobleman, when he alighted at his tent, ‘ hut 1 foresee, 
ere you could swallow a mouthful, you will 1)0 summoned to 
the Duke’s presence ; for it is our Cliarhis’s way, wlien he has 
fixed on a wrong course, to wrangle with his fnends and coun- 
sellors, in order to prove it is a right one. Marry, he always 
makes a convert of yon supple Italian.’ 

Colvin’s augury was speedily realised, for a page alna^st 
immediately summoned the English merchant, Vlnlipson, to 
attend the Duke. Without waiting an instant, Charles poured 
forth an incoherent tide of reproaclajs against the Estates of 
his dukedom, for refusing him their, count(mancc in s(* slight a 
matter, arid launched out in explanations of the necessity which 
he alleged there was for punishing the audacity of the Swiss. 
‘And thou, too, Oxford,’ he concluded, ‘art such an inqvuiumt 
fool as to wish me to engage' in a distant war with England, 
and transport forces over the sea, wluur F have such insolent 
mutineers to chastise on my own frontiers ? ’ 
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When he was at length silent, the English earl laid before 
him, with respectful earnestness, the danger that appeared to 
be involved in engaging with a people, poor indeed, but uni- 
versally dreaded, from their discipline and courage, and that 
under the eye of so dangerous a rival as Louis of France, who 
was sure to support the Duke’s enemies underhand, if he did 
not join Jihem openly. On this point the Duke’s resolution 
was immovable. ‘ It shall never,* he said, ‘ be told of me, that 
I uttered threats which I dared not execute. The^e boors have 
declared war against me, and they shall learn whose wrath it is 
that they have wantonly provoked ; but I do not, therefore, re- 
nounce thy scheme, my good Oxford. If thou canst procure me 
this same cession of Provence, and induce old Eene to give up 
the cause of his grandson, Ferrand of Vaudemont, in Lorraine, 
thou wilt make it well worth my while to send tlicc brave aid 
against my brother Blackburn, who, while ho is drinking healths 
j)ottlc-deep in France, may well come to ^ lose his lands in 
England. And be not impatient because I cannot at this 
very instant send men across the seas. The march which I am 
making towards Neufchatel, which is, think, the nearest 
point where I shall find these churls, will be but like a 
morning’s excursion. I trust you will go with us, old com- 
})anion. I should like to see if you have forgotten, among 
yonder mountains, how to back a horse and lay a lance in rest.* 

‘ I will wait on your Highness,’ said the Earl, ‘ as is my 
duty, for my motions must depend on your pleasure. But I 
will not carry arms, especially against those people of Helvetia, 
from whom I have experienced hospitality, unless it be for my 
own personal defence.’ 

‘ Well,’ replied the Duke, ‘ e’en be it so ; we shall have in 
you an excellent judge, to tell us who best discharges his 
devoir against the mountain clowns.’ 

At this point in the conversation there was a knocking at 
the entrance of the pavilion, and the Chancellor of Burgundy 
presently entered, in great haste and anxiety. ‘News, my 
lord — news of France and England,’ said the prelate, and then, 
observing the presence of a stranger, he looked at the Duke 
and was silent. 

. ‘It is a faithful friend, my Lord Bishop,’ said the Duke; 
‘you may tell your news before him,’ 

‘ It will soon be generally kno*^n,’ said the chancellor — ‘Louis 
and Edward arc fully accorded.’ 

Both the Duke and the English earl started. 
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‘ I expected this/ said the Duke, ‘ but not so soon.’ 

* The kings have met/ answered hiS minister. 

‘How — in battle?’ said Oxford, forgetting himself in his 
extreme eagerness. 

The chancellor was somewhat surprised, hut, as the Duke 
seemed to expect him to give an answer, he replied, ^ No, sir 
stranger, not in battle, but upon appointment, and- in peace 
and amity.’ 

‘ The sight must have been worth seeing,’ said the Duke, 
‘ when the end fox Louis and my brother Black — I mean my 
brother Edward — met. Where held they their rendezvous ? ’ 

‘ On a bridge over the Seine, at Picquigny.’ 

‘ I would thou hadst been there,’ said the Duke, looking to 
Oxford, ‘ with a good axe in thy hand, to strike one fair blow 
for England and another for Burgundy. My grandfather was 
treacherously slain at just such a meeting, at the bridge of 
Montereau, upon the Yonne.’ 

‘ To prevent a similar chance,’ said the chancellor, ‘ a strong 
barricade, such as closes the cages in which men keep wild 
beasts, was raised in^*thc midst of the bridge, and jirevented the 
possibility of their even touching each other’s hands.’ 

‘ Ha — ha ! By St. George, that smells of Louis’s craft and 
caution ; for the Englishman, to give him his duo, is as little 
acquainted with fear as ^vith policy. But what terms have 
they made ? Where do the English army winter ? What 
towns, fortresses, and castles are surrendered to tluun, in pledge 
or in perpetuity ?’ 

‘None, my liege,’ .sai<l the chancellor. ‘The English army 
returns into England as fast as shipping can 1)0 procured to 
transport them; and Louis will accommodate tlenu with every 
sail and oar in his dominions, rather tluin they should not 
instantly evacuate France.’ 

‘And by what concessions has Louis a peace so 

ncccssfiry to his affairs ? ’ 

‘By fair words,’ said the chancellor, 'hy lila'ral presents, 
and by some five hundred tuns of wine.’ 

‘Wine ! ’ exclaimed the Duke, ‘ U(‘ar<ist tlioii (‘ver tlie like, 
Signior Philipson? Why, your countrymen are little better 
than Esau, who sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. 
Marry, I must confess I never saw an ikiglishmau who loved 
a dry- lipped bargain.’ ‘ 

‘ I can scarce believe this news,’ mid the Krtrl of Oxford. 

‘ If this Edward wore content to cross tht' sea with fifty 
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thousand Englishmen merely to return again, there are in 
his camp both proud nobles and haughty commons enough 
to resist his disgraceful purpose.’ 

‘The money of Louis,’ said the statesman, ‘has found noble 
hands willing to clutch it. The wine of France has flooded 
every throat in the English army ; the riot and uproar was 
unbounded ; and at one time the town of Amiens, whore Louis 
himself resided, was full of so .many English archers, all of 
them intoxicated, that the person of the King o^ France was 
almost in their hands. Their sense of national honour has 
been lost in the universal revel, and those amongst them who 
would be more dignified, and play the wise politicians, say that, 
having come to France by connivance of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and that prince having failed to join them with his 
forces, they have done well, wisely, and gallantly, considering 
the season of the year, and the impossibility of obtaining 
(piarters, to take tribute of France, and return home in 
triumph.’ 

‘And leave Louis,’ said Oxford, ‘at undisturbed freedom to 
attack Burgundy with all ])is forces?’ • % 

‘ Not so, friend Philipson,’ said Duke Charles*; ‘ kno\v, that 
there is a truce betwixt Burgundy and France for tlie space of 
seven years, and had not tliis been granted and signed, it is 
probable that we might have found some means of marring the 
treaty betwixt Edward and Louis, even at the expense of 
affording those voracious islamlers beef and beer during the 
winter niontbs. Sir chancellor, you may leave us, but be 
witliin reach of a hasty summons.’ 

When his minister left the pavilion, the Duke, who with his 
rude and imperious character united much kindness, if it could 
not be termed generosity, of disposition, came up to the Lan- 
castrian lord, wdio stood like one at whose feet a thunderbolt 
has just broken, and who is still appalled by the terrors of the 
shock. 

‘ My poor Oxford,’ ho said, ‘ thou art stupified by this news, 
which thou canst not doubt must have a fatal effect on the 
plan which thy brave bosom cherishes with such devoted 
fidelity. I would for thy sake I could have detained the 
English a little longer in France ; but had I attempted to do 
so, there were an end of my truce with Louis, and of course to 
my power to chastise these paltry cantons, or send forth' an 
expedition to England. As mattei's stand, ^ive me but a week 
to punish these mountaineers, and you shall have a larger force 
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than your modesty has requested of me for your enterprise ; 
and, in the meanwhile, I will take care that Blackburn and 
his cousin-archers have no assistance of shipping from Flanders. 
Tush, man, never fear it — thou wilt be in England long ere 
they; and, once more, rely on my assistance — always, thou 
knowest, the cession of Provence being executed, as in reason. 
Our cousin Margaret’s diamonds we must keep for a, time ; and 
perhaps they may pass as a pledge, with some of our own, for 
the godly p^irpose of setting at freedom the imprisoned angels 
of our Flemish usurers, who will not lend even to their 
sovereign, unless on good current security. To such straits 
has the disobedient avarice of our Estates for the moment 
reduced us.’ 

‘Alas! my lord,’ said the dejected nobleman, ‘I were 
ungrateful to doubt the sincerity of your good intentions. 
But who can presume on the events of war, especially when 
time presses for instant decision? You are pleased to trust 
me. Let your Highness extend your confidence thus far : I 
will take my horse, and ride after the Landarnman, if he hath 
already set forth. /I have little doubt to make such an ac- 
commodation ^ith him that you may be secure on all your 
south-eastern frontiers. You may then wdth security w'ork 
your will in Lorraine and Provence.’ 

‘Do not speak of it,’ s/?,id the Duke, sharply ; ‘thou forget’st 
thyself and me, when thou supposest that a prince who has 
pledged his word to his people can recall it like a merchant 
chaffering for his paltry w^ares. Go to -we will assist you, 
but we will be ourselves judge of the time and manner. Yet, 
having both kind wull to our distressed cousin of Anjou and 
being your good friend, we wdll not linger in the matter. 
Our host have orders to break up this evening and direct tlicir 
march against Neufchatel, where these proud Swiss shall have 
a taste of the fire and sw^ord which they have ]>ro voiced.’ 

Oxford sighed deeply, but nuuh‘ no farther remonstrance, 
in which he acted wisedy, since it was likely to liave exasperated 
the fiery temper of the sovereign to vvliom it was ad<lre.ssed, 
while it was certain that it would jnot in the slightest degree 
alter his resolution. 

He took farewell of the Duke, and returned to Gedvin, 
whom he found immersed in the huMiness of his departmeiit, 
and preparing for the remo\1il of the artillery- an oj)erati<ai 
which the cliiinsiness of the ordnance and tin? ex<‘cmble state 
of the roads rendered at that time a much tnory troublesome 
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operation than at present, though it is even still one of the 
most laborious movements attending the march of an army. 
The master of the ordnance welcomed Oxford with much glee, 
and congratulated himself on the distinguished honour of 
enjoying his company during the campaign, and acquainted him 
that, by the especial command of the Duke, he had made fitting 
preparations for his accommodation, suitable to the disguised 
character which he meant to niaintain, but in every other 
respect as convenient as a camp could admit of. 



CHAPTER XXIX 

A mirthful man ho was — the snows of ago 
Fell, but they did not chill him. Gaiety, 

■ Even in life’s closing, touch’d his teeming brain 
With such wild visions as the setting sun 
Raises in front of some hoar glacier, 

Painting the bleak ice with a thousand hues. 

Old Play, 

Leaving the Earl of Oxford in attendance on the Btubborii 
Duke of Burgundy during an expedition which tlic one repre- 
sented as a brief excui'sion, more resembling a hunting-party 
than a campaign, ^nd which the otlier considered in a much 
graver and more perilous light, we return to Arthur dc Vere, 
or the younger Philipsou, as he continued to be called, who 
w^as conducted by his guide with fidelity and succes.s, but 
certainly very slowly, upon his journey into Provence. 

The state of Lorraine, overrun by the Duke of Burgundy's 
army, and infested at the same time by difibrout scattered 
bands, who took the field or held out the (aistles, as they 
alleged, for the intore.st of (Aunt Ferrand de Vaudemont, 
rendered journeying so dangerous, that it was often neccswirv’ 
to leave the main road and to take cii’cuitous tracks, in ordi'r 
to avoid such unfriendly cncounlcrs as travellers might other- 
wise have met with. 

Arthur, taught by sad experience to distrust strange gtiidcs, 
found himself, nevcrtholc.ss, in this ('vaaitful and pt'rilous jour- 
ney, disposed to rest considerable confidence in his present 
conductor, Thiebault, a Provenf*al by birth, intimately ac 
quainted with the roads which tlioy took, and, .as far as ho 
could judge, disposed to discharge his oflicc with fidelity. 
Prudence alike, and the habits whi(di he had acwpiired in 
travelling, as well as the character of a morcliant which he ntill 
sustained, induced him to wa^'e the rannjur, or haughty su|K^ri- 
ority of a knight and noble towards an infen^a* personage, 
especially as ho rightly conj(*cturc<i th.it free, intcrconiBC with 
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this man, whose acquirements seemed of a superior cast, wais 
likely to render him a judge of his opinions and disposition 
towards him. In return for his condescension, he obtained a 
good deal of information concerning the province which he 'was* 
approaching. 

As they drew near the boundaries of Provence, the com- 
munications of Thiebault became more fluent and interesting. 
He could not only tell the name and history of each romantic 
castle which they passed in their devious and doijptful route, 
but had at his command the chivalrous history of the noble 
knights and barons to whom they now pertained, or had 
belonged in earlier days, and could recount their exploits 
against the Saracens by repelling their attacks upon Christen- 
dom, or their efforts to recover tlie Holy Sepulchre from pagan 
hands. In the course of such narrations, Thiebault was led to 
speak of the troubadours, a race of native poets of Provencal 
origin, difiering widely from the minstrels of Normandy and 
the adjacent provinces of France, with whose tales of chivalry, 
as well as tJie numerous translations of their works- into 
Norman-French and J^lnglish, Arthur, lik(^ most of the noble 
youth of his country, was intimately acquainted and deeply 
ernbued. Thiebault boasted that his grandsire, of humble 
])irtli indeed, but of distinguished talent, was one of this gifted 
race, whose coni})ositions produced so great an effect on the 
temper and maimers of their age and country. It was, how- 
ever, to be regretted that, inculcating as the prime duty of life 
a fantastic sjiirit of gallantry, which sometimes crossed the 
Platonic bound prescribed to it, the poetry of the troubadours* 
was too fretpiently used to soften and seduce the heart and 
corrupt the principles. 

Arthur’s attention was called to this peculiarity by Thie- 
bault singing, wliicli he could do witli good skill, the history of 
a troubadour named William Cabestaiiig, who loved, joar amours, 
a noble and beautiful lady, Margaret, the wife of a baron called 
Raymond de Roussillon. The jealous husband obtained proof 
of his dishonour, and having put Cabestaing to death by assas- 
siJiation, he took his liearb from his bosom, and, causing it to 
be dressed like that of an animal, ordered it to be served up to 
Ids lady ; and when she had eaten of the horrible mess, told her 
of what her banquet was composed. The lady replied that, 
since she had been made to paftake of food so precious, no 
coarser morsel should ever after cross her bps. She persisted 
* See Note 8. 
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iu her resolution, and thus starved herself to death. The 
troubadour who celebrated this tragic history had displayed in 
his composition a good deal of poetic art. Glossing over the 
error of the lovers as thq fault of their destiny, dwelling on 
their tragical fate with considerable pathos, and finally execrat- 
ing the blind fury of the husband with the full fervour of 
poetical indignation, ho recorded, with vindictive pleasure, how 
every bold knight and true lover in the south of France 
assembled to besiege the baron’s castle, stormed it by main 
force, left not one stone upon another, and put the tyrant him- 
self to an ignominious death. Arthur was interested in the 
melancholy tale, which even beguiled him of a few tears ; but 
as he thought farther on its purport, he dried his eyes, and 
said, with some sternness — ‘ Thicbault, sing me no more such 
lays. I have heard my father say that the readiest mode to 
corrupt a Christian man is to bestow upon vice the pity and 
the praise which are due only to virtue. Your Baron of Rous- 
sillon is a monster of cruelty ; but your unfortunate lovers 
were not the less guilty. It is by giving fair names to foul 
actions that those' who would start at real vice are led to 
practise its lej^sons, under the diwSguise of virtue.’ 

* I would you knew, signior,’ answered Thicbault, ‘ that this 
Lay of Cabestaing and the Lady Margaret of Roiisf^Ulon is 
reckoned a masterpiece of the joyous science. Fie, sir, you 
are too young to be so strict a censor of morals. What will 
you do when your head is grey, if you anj thus severe when it 
is scarcely brown ? ’ 

‘A head which listens to folly in youth will hardly be 
honourable in old age,’ answered Arthur. 

Thicbault had no mind to carry the dispute farther. 

*It is not for me to contend with your worship. I ordy 
think, with every true son of chivalry end soiig, that a knight 
without a mistress is like a sky without a, star.’ 

*Do 1 not know that If’ answ(‘red Arthur; M)ut yiU. bettor 
remain in darkness than be guided by such false lights as 
shower down vice and pcstilenct!.’ 

‘ Nay, it may be your seignorit^ is’ right,’ ;inswer«‘d the guide. 

^ It is certain, thAt even in Provence liero we have lost much 
of our keen judgment on matters of love -its difficulties, its 
intricacies, and its errors, since the trouhadours arc no longer 
regarded as usual, and since the High and Noble Parliament of 
Love * has ceased to liold its sittings, 

* See Note li. 
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‘ But in these latter days/ continued the Proven9al, ‘ kings, 
dukes, and sovereigns, instead of being the foremost and most 
faithful vassals of the court of Cupid, are themselves the slaves 
of selfishness and love of gain. Instead of winning hearts by 
breaking lances in the lists, they are breaking the hearts of 
their impoverished vassals by the most cruel exactions ; instead 
of attempting to deserve the smile and favours of their lady- 
loves, they are meditating how to. steal castles, towns, and pro- 
vinces from their neighbours. But long life to tjiie good and 
venerable King Rene ! While he has an acre of land left, his 
residence will be the resort of valiant knights, whose only aim 
is praise in arms, of true lovers who are persecuted by fortune, 
and of high-toned harpers, who know how to celebrate faith and 
valour.’ 

Arthur, interested in learning something more precise than 
common fame had taught him on the subject of this prince, 
easily induced the talkative Provenyal to enlarge upon the 
virtues of his old sovereign’s character, as just, joyous, and 
debonair, a friend to the most noble exercises of the chase and 
the tilt-yard, and still more so to the joyd^is science of poetry 
and music ; who gave away more revenue than lie received, in 
Lirgosses to kiiights-crrant and itinerant musicians, with whom 
his pett}^ court was crowded, as one of the very few in which 
tile ancient hospitality was still mainA-ained. 

Such was the picture which Thiebault drew of the last 
minstrel monarch ; and though the eulogiiim was exaggerated, 
perhaps the facts were not overcharged. 

Born of royal parentage, and with high pretensions, Rene 
liad at no period of his life been able to match his fortunes to 
his claims. Of the kingdoms to which he asserted right, nothing 
remained in his possession but the county of Provence itself, 
a fair and friendly principality, but diminished by the many 
claims which France had acquired upon portions of it by ad- 
vances of money to supply the personal expenses of its master, 
and by other portions which Burgundy, to whom Rene had 
been a prisoner, held in pledge for his ransom. In his youth 
he engaged in more than >one military enterprise, in the hope 
of attaining some part of the territory of which he was styled 
sovereign. His courage is not impeached, but fortune did not 
smile on his military adventures ; and he seems at last to have 
become sensible that the power'" of admiring and celebrating 
warlike merit is very different from possessing that quality. 
In fact, Rene was a prince of very moderate parts, endowed 
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with a love of the fine arts, which he. carried to extreinity, and 
a degree of good-humour which never permitted him to repine 
at fortune, but rendered its possessor happy, when a prince of 
keener feelings would have died of despair. This insouciant, 
light -tempered, gay, and thoughtless disposition conducted 
Ren6, free from all the passions which embitter life, and often 
shorten it, to a hale and mirthful old age. Eveij. domestic 
losses, which often affect those who are proof against mere 
reverses of fortune, made no deep impression on the feelings 
of this cheerful old monarch. Most of his children had di^ 
young ; Rene took it not to heart. His daughter Margaret’s 
marriage with the powerful Henry of England was considered 
a connexion much above the fortunes of the King of the Trou- 
badours. But in the issue, instead of Rene deriving any 
splendour from the match, he was involved in the misfortunes 
of his daughter, and repeatedly obliged to impoverish himself 
to supply her ransom. Perhaps in his private soul the old 
king did not think these losses so mortifying as the necessity 
of receiving Margaret into his court and family. On fire when 
reflecting on the los&es she had sustained, mourning over friends 
slain and kingdoms lost, the proudest and most passionate of 
princesses was ill suited to dwell with the gayest and best- 
humoured of sovereigns, whose pursuits she contemned, and 
whose lightness of tempQjr, for finding comfort in such trifles, 
she could not forgive. The discomfort attached to her presence 
and vindictive recollections embarrassed the good-humoured 
old monarch, though it was unable to drive him beyond his 
equanimity. 

Another distress pressed him more sorely. Yolande, a 
daughter of his first wife, Isabella, had succeeded to his claims 
upon the duchy of Lorraine, and transmitted them to her siui, 
Ferrand Count of Vaudeinont, a young man of courage and 
spirit, engaged at this time in the up{)arently ilesperate under- 
taking of making liis title gofxl against the Duke of Burgundy, 
who, with little right but great power, was seizing ii[>ou and 
overrunning this ricli duchy, winch he laid claim to as a ruiile 
fief. And to conclude, while the aged king on one side beheld 
his dethroned daughter in hopeless despair, aiid on the other 
his disinherited grandson in vain attem[>ting to recover part 
of their rights, he hml the additional misfortune to know that 
his nephew, Louis of France, and his cousin, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, viero secretly contending which should succeed him in 
that portion of Provence which he still continued to possess, 
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and that it was only jealousy of each other whicih prevented 
his being despoiled of this last remnant of his territory. Yet, 
amid all this distress, Rene feasted and received guests, danced, 
sung, composed poetry, used the pencil or brush with no small 
skill, devised and conducted festivals and processions, and study- 
ing to promote, as far as possible, the immediate mirth and 
good-humQur of his subjects, if he could not materially enlarge 
their more permanent prosperity, was never mentioned by them 
excepting as Le bon Eoi Ren4^ a distinction conferred on him 
down to the present day, and due to him certainly by* the 
qualities of his heart, if not by those of his head. 

Whilst Arthur was receiving from his guide a full account 
of the peculiarities of King Rene, they entered the territories 
of that merry monarch. It was late in the autumn, and about 
the period when the south-eastern counties of France rather 
show to least advantage. The foliage of the olive-tree is then 
decayed and withered, and as it predominates in the landscape, 
and 'resembles the scorched complexion of the soil itself, an 
ashen and arid hue is given to the whole. Still, however, there 
were scenes in the hilly and pastoral parts <)f the country wher.e 
the quantity of evergreens relieved the eye even in this dead 
season. 

The appearance of the country, in general, had much in it 
that was peculiar. 

The travellers perceived at every turn some marks of the 
Kiug^s singular character. Provence, as the part of Gaul which 
first received Roman civilisation, and as having been still longer 
the residence of the Grecian colony who founded Marseilles, is 
niore full of the splendid relics of ancient architecture than 
any other country in Europe, Italy and Greece excepted. The 
good taste of the King Rene had dictated some attempts to 
clear' out and to restore these memorials of antiquity. Was 
there a triumphal arch or an ancient temple — huts and hovels 
were cleared aw^ay from its vicinity, and means were used at 
least to retard the approach of ruin. Was there a marble 
fountain, which superstition had dedicated to some sequestered 
naiad-^it was surrounded ,by olives, almond, and orange trees ; 
its cistern was repaired, and taught once more to retain its- 
crystal treasures. The huge amphitheatres and gigantic colon- 
nades experienced the same anxious care, attesting that the 
noblest specimens of the fine ^rts found one admirer and pre- 
server in King Rene, even during the course of those which 
are termed the dark and barbarous ages. 

24 
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A change of manners could also, be observed in passing 
from Burgundy and Lorraine, where society relished of German 
bluntncss, into the pastoral country of Provence, where the 
influence of a fine climate and melodious language, joined to the 
pursuits of the romantic old monarch, with the uni versalt taste 
for music and poetry, had introduced a civilisation of manners 
which approached to affectation. The shepherd literally marched 
abroad in the morning, piping his flocks forth to the pasture 
with some Jove sonnet, the composition of an amorous trouba- 
dour ; and his ‘ fleecy care ’ seemed actually to be under the 
influence of his music, instead of being ungraciously insensible 
to its melody, as is the case in colder climates. Arthur observed, 
too, that the Provencal sheep, instead of being driven before the 
shepherd, regularly followed him, and did not disperse to feed 
until the swain, by turning his face round to them, remaining 
stationary, and executing variations on the air ’which ho was 
playing, seemed to remind them that it was proper to do so. 
While in motion, his huge dog, of a species which is trained to 
face the wolf, and who is respected by the sheep as their 
guardian, and not J[x?ared as their tyrant, followed his master 
with his oars ‘-pricked, like the cliicf critic and prime judge of 
the performance, at some tones of which he seldom failed to 
intimate disapprobation ; while the flock, like the generality of 
an audience, followed in unanimous though silent applause. At 
the hour of noon, the shepherd had sometimes acquired an 
augmentation to his audience, in some comely matron or bloom- 
ing maiden, wdth wdiorn he had rendezvoused by such a fountain as 
we have described, and who listened to the husband’s or lover’.s 
chalumeau, or mingled her voice with his in the duets of which 
the songs of the troubadours have hdt so many examples. In 
the cool of the evening, the dance on the village green, or the 
concert before the hamlet door, the little repast of fruits, cheese, 
and bread, which the traveller wuvS readily invited to share, gave 
new charms to tlie illusion, and seemed in earnest to point out 
Provence as the Arcadia of France. 

But the greatest singularity was, in the eyes of Arthur, the 
total absence of armed men and soldivrs in tbi.s })eacefid country. 
In England, no man stirred without his lougd)ow, swoixl, and 
buckler. In France, the liind wore armour oven when he was 
betwixt the stilts of his plough. In Geirnany, you could not 
look along a mile of highway, -but tlic eye was encountered by 
clouds of dust, out of which were seen, by fits, waving feathers 
and flashing armour. Even in Switzerland, the .peasant, if ho 
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had a journey to make, though but of a mile or two, cared not 
to travel without his halberd and two-handed sword. But in 
Provence all seemed quiet and peaceful, as if the music of the 
land had lulled to sleep all its wrathful passions. Now and 
then ^ a mounted cavalier might pass them, the harp at whose 
saddle-bow, or carried by one of his attendants, attested the 
character '^of a troubadour, which was affected by men of all 
ranks ; and then only a short sword on his left thigh, borne for 
show rather than use, was a necessary and appropdate part of 
his equipment. 

‘Peace,’ said Arthur, as he looked around him, ‘is an in- 
estimable jewel ; but it will be soon snatched from those who 
are not prepared with heart and hand to defend it.’ 

1’he sight of the ancient and interesting town of Aix, where 
King Rene lield his court, dispelled reflections of a general 
character, and recalled to the young Englishman the peculiar 
mission on which he was engaged. 

He then required to know from the Provencal Thiebault, 
whether his instructions were to leave him, now that he had 
successfully attained the end of his journey. 

‘My instructions,’ answered Thiebault, ‘are to remain in 
Aix wiiile there is any chance of your seignorie’s continuing 
there, to bo of such use to you as you may reqtiire, either as a 
guide or an attendant, and to keep these men in readiness to 
wait upon you when you have occasion for messengers or 
guards. Witli your approbation, I will see them disposed of 
in fitting quarters, and receive my farther instructions from 
your soignorie wherever you please to appoint me. I propose 
til is separation, because 1 understand it is your present pleasure 
to be private.’ 

‘ I must go to court,’ answered Arthur, ‘ without any delay. 
Wait for me in half an hour by that fountain in the street, 
which projects into the air such a magnificent pillar of water, 
surrounded, 1 would almost swear, by a vapour-like steam, serv- 
ing as a shroud to the jet which it envelopes.’ 

‘ The jet is so surrounded,’ answered the Provencal, ‘because 
it is supplied by a hot spiring rising from the bowels of the 
earth, and the touch of frost on this autumn morning makes 
the vapour more distinguishable than usual. But if it is good 
King Reno whom you seek, you will find him at this time 
walking in his chimney. Do not be afraid of approaching him, 
for there never was a monaixh so easy of access, especially to 
good-looking strangers like your seignorie.’ 
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‘ But his ushers,' said Arthur, ‘ will not admit me into his 
hall’ 

‘ His hall ! ' repeated Thiebault. ‘ Whose hall ? ' 

‘ Why, King Rent's, I apprehend. If he is walking in a 
chimney, it can only be in that of his hall, and a stately one it 
must be to give him room for such exercise.' 

‘ You mistake my meaning,' said the guide, ' laughing. 
‘ What we call King Rene's chimney is the narrow parapet 
yonder ; it c^xtends between these two towers, has an exposure 
to the south, and is sheltered in every other direction. Yonder 
it is his pleasure to walk and enjoy the beams of the sun, on 
such cool mornings as the present. It nurses, he says, his 
poetical vein. If you approach his promenade he will readily 
speak to you, unless, indeed, he is in the very act of a poetical 
composition.' 

Arthur could not forbear smiling at the thoughts of a king, 
eighty years of age, broken down with misfortunes and beset 
with dangers, who yet amused himself with walkitig on an open 
parapet, and composing poetry in presence of all such of his 
loving subjects as cliose to look on. 

‘If you will’ walk a few steps this way,' said Thiebault, ‘you 
may see the good king, and judge whether or not you will* 
accost him at present. I will dispose of the people, and await 
your orders at the fountam in the corso.’ 

Arthur saw no objection to the proposal of his gui<le, and 
was not unwilling to have an opportunity of se<.‘ing something 
of the good King Rene before he was introduced to his 
presence. 



GHAPTEE XXX 

Ay, tliis is he who wears the wreath of bays 
Wove by Apollo and the Sisters Nine, 

Wliich Jove’s dread lightning scathes not. He hath doft 
The cinnbrons lielm of steel, and flung aside 
The yet more galling diadem of gold ; 

While, with a leafy circlet round his brows, 

He reigns the king of lovers and of poets. 

A CAUTIOUS approach to the chimney, that is, the favourite 
walk of the King, who is described by 8hakspcarc as bearing 

The style of King of Napld^, 

Of both the Sicilies, and Jerusalem, t> 

Yet not so wealthy as an English yeoman, 

gave Arthur the perfect survey of his Ma'jcsty in person. Ho 
saw an old man, with locks and beard which, in amplitude and 
whiteness, nearly rivalled those of the envoy from Schwytz, but 
with a fresh and ruddy colour in his cheek, and an eye of great 
vivacity. His dress was showy to a degree almost inconsistent 
with his years ; and his step, not only firm but full of alert- 
ness and vivacity, while occupied in traversing the short and 
sheltered walk, which lie liad chosen rather for comfort than 
for i)rivacy, showed juvenile vigour still animating an aged 
frame. The old king carried his tablets and a pencil in his 
hand, seeming totally abstracted in his own thoughts, and in- 
different to being observed by several persons from the public 
street beneath his elevated promenade. 

Of these, sonic, from tlicir dress and manner, seemed them- 
selves troubadours ; for they held in their hands rebecks, 
rotes, small portable liarps, and other indications of their pro- 
fession. Such appeared to be stationary, as if engaged in 
observing and recording their remarks on the meditations of 
their prince. Other passengei^, bent on their own more 
serious affairs, looked up to the King as to some one whom 
they were accustomed to see daily, but never passed without 
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doffing their bonnets, and expressing, by a suitable obeisance, 
a respect and affection towards his person which appeared to 
make up in cordiality of feeling what it wanted in deep and 
solemn deference. 

Ren6, in the meanwhile, was apparently unconscious both 
of the gaze of such as stood still or the greeting of those who 
passed on, his mind seeming altogether engrossed , with the 
apparent labour of some arduous task in poetry or music. 
He walked f^st or slow as best suited the progress of composi- 
tion. At times he stopped to mark hastily down on his tablets 
something which seemed to occur to him as deserving of pre- 
servation ; at other times he dashed out what he had written, 
and flung down the pencil as if in a sort of despair. On these 
occasions, the Sibylline leaf was carefully picked up by a beauti- 
ful page, his only attendant, who reverently observed the first 
suitable opportunity of restoring it again to his royal liand. 
The same youth bore a viol, on which, at a signal from his 
master, he occasionally struck a few musical notes, to which the 
old king listened, now with a soothed and satisfied air, now 
with a discontented ^jUnd anxious brow. At times his enthusi- 
asm rose so high that he even hopped and skip])ed, with an 
activity which his years did not promise ; at other times his 
motions were extremely slow, and occasionally he stood still, 
like one wrapped in the deepest and most anxious meditation. 
When he chanced to look on the group which seemed to watch . 
his motions, and who ventured even to salute him with a mur- 
mur of applause, it w'as only to distinguish them witli a friendly 
and good-humoured nod — a salutation with w^hich, likewise, he 
failed not to reply to the greeting of the occasional passengers, 
when his earnest attention to his task, whatever it might be, 
permitted him to observe them. 

At length the royal eye lighted uj>on Arthur, w hose attitude 
of silent observation, and the distinction of hi.s figure, pointed 
him out as a stranger. Kem^ beckoned to his page, who, re- 
ceiving his master’s commands iu a wlu.spor, descended from 
the royal chimney to the broader platform beneath, which w^as 
open to general re.sort. The youth, addressing Arthur with 
much courtesy, informed him the King desired to speak with 
him. The young Englishman had no alternative but that of 
approaching, though pondering much in his own mind liow he 
ought to comport liimself towtirds such a singular specimen of 
royalty. 

When he drew near, King Rene addressed him in a tone of 
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courtesy not unmingled with dignity, and Arthur’s awe in his 
immediate presence was greater than he himself could have an- 
ticipated from his previous conception of the royal character. 

‘ You are, from your appearance, fair sir,’ said .King Rene, 
‘ a stranger in this country. By what name must we call you, 
and to what business are we to ascribe the happiness of seeing 
you at OUT court ? ’ 

Arthur remained a moment silent, and the good old man, 
imputing it to awe and timidity, proceeded in an^ .encouraging 
tone. 

‘ Modesty in youth is ever commendable : you are doubtless 
an acolyte in the noble and joyous science of minstrelsy and 
music, drawn hither by the willing welcome which we afford to 
the professors of those arts, in which— praise be to Our Lady and 
the saints ! — we have ourself been deemed v proficient.’ 

‘ I do not aspire to the honours of a troubadour,’ answered 
Arthur. 

‘ I believe you,’ answered the King, ‘ for your speech smacks 
of the northeni, or Norman, French, such as is spoken in Eng- 
land and other unrefined nations. But %ou are a minstrel, 
perhaps, from these ultramontane parts. Be assured we despise 
not their efforts ; for we have listened, not without pleasure and 
instruction, to many of their bold and wild romaunts, which, 
though rude in device and language, .and, therefore, far inferior 
to the regulated poetrj^ of our troubadours, have yet something 
in their powerful and rough measure which occasionally rouses 
the heart like the sound of a trumpet.’ 

‘ 1 have felt the truth of your Grace’s observation, when I 
have heard the songs of my country,’ said Arthur ; ‘but I have 
neither skill nor audacity to imitate what 1 admire. My latest 
residence has been in Italy.’ 

‘You are perhaps, tlicn, a proficient in y)ainting,’ said Ren6 
— ‘an art which applies itself to the eye as poetry and music 
do to the ear, and is scarce less in esteem with us. If you are 
skilful in the art, you have come to a monarch who loves it, 
and the fair country in which it is practised.’ 

‘ In simple truth, sire, I am an Englishman, and iny hand 
has been too much walked and hardened by practice of the 
bow, the lance, and the sword to touch the harp, or even the 
pencil.’ 

‘ An Englishman ! ’ said Rend, obviously relaxing in the 
warmth of his welcome ; ‘ and what brings you here 'I England 
and I have long had little friendship together.’ 
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‘ It is even on that account that I am here/ said Arthur. 
‘I come to pay my homage to your Grace’s daughter, the 
Princess Margaret of Anjou, whom. I and many true English- 
men regard still as our queen, though traitors have' usurped 
her title.’ ' 

‘ Alas, good youth,’ said Rene, ‘ I must grieve for you, while 
I respect your loyalty and faith. Had my daughter » Margaret 
been of my mind, she had long since abandoned pretensions 
which have frowned in seas of blood the noblest and bravest of 
her adherents.’ 

The King seemed about to say more, but checked himself. 

‘ Go to my palace,’ he said ; * inquire for the seneschal, Hugh 
de St. Cyr, he will give thee the means of seeing Margaret — 
that is, if it be her will to see thee. If not, good English 
youth, return to my palace, and thou shalt have hospitable 
entertainment ; for a king who loves minstrelsy, music, and 
painting is ever most sensible to the claims of honour, virtue, 
and loyalty ; and I read in thy looks thou art possessed of 
these qualities, and willingly believe thou mayst, in more 
quiet times, aspire tp share the honours of the joyous science. 
But if thou hast a heart to be touched by the sense of beauty 
and fair proportion, it will leap within thee at the first sight of 
my palace, the stately grace of which may be compared to the 
faultless form of some high-bred dame, or the artful, yet seem- 
ingly simple, modulations of such a tunc as we have been now 
composing.’ 

The King seemed disposed to take his instrument and in- 
dulge the youth with a rehearsal of the strain he had just 
arranged ; but Arthur at that moment experienced the j>ainful 
internal feeling of that peculiar species of shame which well^ 
constructed minds feel wdien they see others express a great 
assumption of importance, wuth a confidence that they are 
exciting admiration, when in fact they are only exposing them- 
selves to ridicule. Arthur, in short, took leave, ‘ in very shame,’ 
of the King of Naples, both the Sicilies, and .Jerusalem in a 
manner somewhat more abrupt than ceremony demanded. Tlie 
King looked after him with some wonder at this want of breed- 
ing, which, however, he inqmtcd to his visitor’s insular education, 
and then again began to twangle his viol. 

‘The old fool I said’ Arthur; ‘his daughter is dethroned, 
his dominions cnimbling to picccHj his family on the eve of 
becoming extinct, his grandson driven from one lurking-place 
to another, and expelled from his mother’s inheritance, and ho 



ANNE OF aEIERSTEIN 


877 


can find amusement in these fopperies ! I thought him, with 
his long white beard, like Nicholas Bonstetten ; but the old Swiss 
is a Solomon compared with him.’ 

As these and other reflections, highly disparaging to King 
Rene, passed through Arthur’s mind, he reached the place of 
rendezvous, and found Thiebault beneath the steaming fountain, 
forced frojn one of those hot springs which had been the delight 
of the Romans from an early period. Thiebault, having assured 
his master that his retinue, horse and man, were so disposed as 
to be ready on an instant’s call, readily undertook to guide him 
to King Rene’s palace, which, from its singularity, and indeed 
its beauty of architecture, deserved the eulogium which the 
old monarch had bestowed upon it. The front consisted of 
three towers of Roman architecture, two of them being placed 
on the angles of the palace, and the third, which served the 
purpose of a mausoleum, forming a part of the group, though 
somewhat detached from the other buildings. This last was 
a structure of beautiful proportions. The lower part of the 
edifice was square, serving as a sort of pedestal to the upper 
part, which was circular, and surrounded by columns of massive 
granite. The other two towers at the angles of^the palace were 
round, and also ornamented with pillars, and with a double row 
of windows. In front of, and connected with, these Roman 
remains, to which a date has been assigned as early as the 
5th or 6th century, arose the ancient palace of the Counts 
of Provence, built a century or two later, but where a rich 
Gothic or Moorish front contrasted, and yet harmonised, with 
the more regular and massive architecture of the lords of the 
world. It is not more than thirty or forty years since this 
. very curious remnant of antique art was destroyed, to make 
room for new public buildings, which liave never yet been 
erected. 

Arthur really experienced some sensation of the kind which 
the old king had prophesied, and stood looking with wonder at 
the ever-open gate of the palace, into which men of all kinds 
seemed to enter freely. After looking around for a few minutes, 
the young Englishman ascended the steps of a noble portico, 
and asked of a porter, as old and as lazy as a great man’s, 
domestic ought to be, for the seneschal named to him by the 
King. The corpulent janitor, with great politeness, put the 
stranger under the charge of page, who ushered him to a 
chamber, in which he found another aged functionary of higher 
rank, with a comely face, a clear, composed eye, and a brow 
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which, having never been knit into gravity, intimated that 
the seneschal of Aix was a proficient in the philosophy of his 
royal master. He recognised Arthur the moment he addressed 
him. 

‘ You speak northern French, fair sir ; you have lighter hair 
and a fairer complexion than the natives of this country ; you 
ask after Queen Margaret — by all these marks I jead you 
English. Her Grace of England is at this moment paying a 
vow at the monastery of Mont St. Victoire, and if your name 
be Arthur Pfiilipson, I have commission to forward you to her 
presence immediately — that is, as soon as you have tasted of 
the royal provision.’ 

The young man would have remonstrated, but the seneschal 
left him no leisure. 

‘Meat and mass,’ he said, ‘never hindered work: it is 
perilous to youth to journey too far on an empty stomach ; he 
himself would take a mouthful with the Queen’s guest, and 
pledge him to boot in a flask of old Hermitage.’ 

The board was covered with an alacrity which showed that 
hospitality was familiarly exercised in King Rene’s dominions. 
Pasties, dishes*. of ^me, the gallant boar’s head, and other 
delicacies were placed on the table, and the seneschal played 
the merry host, frequently apologising (unnecessarily) for show- 
ing an indiflerent example, as it was his duty to carve before 
King Rene, and the good king was never pleased unless he 
saw him feed lustily as well as carve featly. 

‘But for you, sir guest, eat freely, since you may not see 
food again till sunset; for the good queen takes her misfortunes 
so to heart that sighs are her food, and her teai’S a bottle of 
drink, as the Psalmist hath it. But I bethink me you will , 
need steeds for yourself and your equipage to reach Mont 8t. 
Victoire, which is seven miles from Aix.’ 

Arthur intimated that he had a guide and horses in attend- 
ance, and begged permission to take his adieu. The worthy 
seneschal, his fair round belly graced with a gold chain, accom- 
panied him to the gate with a step which a gentle lit of the 
gout had rendered uncertain, but wfiich, he assured Arthur, 
would vanish before three days’ use of the hot springs. I’liie- 
bault appeared before the gate, not with the tired steeds from 
which they had dismounted an Jiour since, but with fresh 
palfreys from the vStable of the^King. 

‘They are yours from the moment you have put foot in 
stirrup,’ said the seneschal: ‘the good King Reno never 
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received back as his property a horse which he had lent to a 
guest ; and that is perhaps one reason why his Highness and 
we of his household must walk often a-foot/ 

Here the seneschal exchanged greetings with his young 
visitor, who rode forth to seek Queen Margaret’s place of tern' 
porary retirement at the celebrated monastery of St. Victoire. 
He demanded of his guide in which direction it lay, who 
pointed with an air of triumph to a mountain three thousand 
feet and upwards in height, which arose at five or six miles’ 
distance from the town, and which its bold and focky summit 
rendered the most distinguished object of the landscape. Thie- 
bault spoke of it with unusual glee and energy, so much so as 
to lead Arthur to conceive that his trusty squire had not 
neglected to avail himself of the lavish hospitality of Le hon 
Roi Rend. Thiebault, however, continued to expatiate on the 
fame of the mountain and monastery. They derived their 
name, he said, from a great victory which was gained by a 
Roman general named Caio Mario, against two large armies of 
Saracens with ultramontane names (the Teutones probably 
and Cimbri), in gratitude to Heaven foi^ which victory Caio 
Mario vowed to build a monastery on tfie mountain for the 
service of the Virgin Mar}% in honour of whom he had been 
baptized. With all the importance of a local connoisseur, 
Thiebault proceeded to prove his general assertion by specific 
facts. 

‘Yonder,’ lie said, ‘was the camp of the Saracens, from 
which, when the battle was apparently decided, their wives and 
women rushed, with horrible screams, dishevelled hair, and the 
gestures of furitjs, and for a time prevailed in stopping the 
flight of the men.’ Ifc pointed out, too, the river for access 
to which, cut off by the superior generalship of the Romans, 
the barbarians, whom he called Saracens, hazarded the action, 
and whose streams they empurpled with their blood. In short, 
he mentioned many circumstances which showed how accu- 
rately tradition will preserve the particulars of ancient events, 
even whilst forgetting, misstating, and confounding dates and 
persons. , 

Perceiving that Arthur lent him a not unwilling car — for it 
may be supposed that the education of a youth bred up in the 
heat of civil wars was not well qualified to criticise his account 
of the w^ars of a distant period^— the Proven9al, when he had 
exhausted this topic, drew up close to his master’s side, and 
asked, in a suppressed tone, wlicther he knew, or was desirous 
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of being made acquainted with, the cause of Margaret’s having 
left Aix, to establish herself in the monastery of St. Victoire. 

‘ For the accomplishment of a vow,’ answered Arthur ; ‘ all 
the world knows it.’ 

‘ All Aix ‘ knows the contrary,’ said Thiebault ; ‘ and I can 
tell you the truth, so I were sure it would not offend your 
seignorie.’ r 

‘ The truth can offend no reasonable man, so it be expressed 
in the terms of which Queen Margaret must be spoken in the 
presence of an Englishman.’ 

Thus replied Arthur, willing to receive what information he 
could gather, and desirous, at the same time, to check the 
petulance of his attendant. 

‘I have nothing,’ replied his follower, ‘to state in disparage- 
ment of the gracious queen, whose only misfortune is that, like 
her royal father, she has more titles than towns. Besides, I 
know well that you Englishmen, though you speak wildly of 
your sovereigns yourselves, will not permit others to fail in 
respect to them.’ 

‘Say on, then,’ aiji^wered Arthur. 

‘ Your seign'Vrie must know, then,’ said Thiebault, ‘ that the 
good King Ren6 has been much disturbed by the deep melan- 
choly which afflicted Queen Margaret, and has bent himself 
with all his power to clmnge it into a gayer humour. He 
made entertainments in public and in private ; he assembled 
minstrels and troubadours, whose music and poetry might have 
drawn smiles from one on his death-bed. The whole country 
resounded with mirth and glee, and the gracious queen could 
not stir abroad in the most private rnaiinei’, but, before she had 
gone a hundred paces, she lighted on an ambush, consisting of 
some pretty pageant, or festivous mummery, composed often 
by the good king himself, which interrupted her solitude, in 
purpose of relieving her heavy thoughts with some plcasatit 
pastime. But the Queen’s deep melancholy rejected all these 
modes of dispelling it, and at length she confined herself to her 
own apartments, and absolutely refused to see even her royal 
father, because he generally brought into her presence those 
whose productions he thought likely to sootlio her sorrow. 
Indeed, she seemed to hear the harpers witli loathing, and, 
excepting one wandering Englishman, who sung a. rude and 
melancholy ballad, which thre^ her into a flood of tears, and 
to whom she gave a chain of price, she never seemed to look 
at or be conscious of the presence of any oi^e. And at length, 
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as I have had the honour to tell your seignorie, she refused to 
see even her royal father unless he came alone ; and that he 
found no heart to do/ 

wonder not at it/ said the young man; ‘ by the white swan, 
I am rather surprised his mummery drove her not to frenzy/ 

‘Something like it indeed took place/ said Thiebault ; ‘and 
I will telUyour seignorie how it chanced. You must know that 
good King Rene, unwilling to abandon his daughter to the foul 
fiend of melancholy, bethought iiim of making a jgrand effort. 
Yoii must know further, that the King, powerful in all the craft 
of troubadours arid jongleurs, is held in peculiar esteem for 
conducting mysteries, and other of those gamesome and delight- 
ful sports and processions with which our Holy Church permits 
her graver ceremonies to be relieved and diversified, to the 
cheering of the hearts of all true children of religion. It is 
admitted that no one has ever been able to approach his excel- 
lence in the arrangement of the Fete-Dieu ; and the tune to 
which the devils cudgel King Herod, to the great edification of 
all Christian spectators, is of our good king’s royal composition. 
He hath danced at Tarasconne in the ballet of St. Martha and 
the Dragon, and was accounted in his o^'m person the only 
actor competent to present the l^arrasque. His Highness intro- 
duced also a new ritual into the consecration of the Boy Bishop, 
and composed an entire set of grotesque music for the Festival 
of Asses. In sliort, his Grace’s strength lies in those pleasing 
and becoming festivities which strew the path of edification 
with flowers, and send men dancing and singing on their way 
to Heaven. 

‘Now the good King Rene, feeling his own genius for such 
recreative compositions, resolved to exert it to the utmost, 
in tlie hope that he miglit tliereby relieve the melancholy in 
which his daughter was plunged, and which infected all that 
approached her. It chanced, some short time since, that the 
Queen was absent for certain days, I know not where or on 
what business, but it gave the good king time to make his 
preparations. So, when his daughter returned, he with much 
importunity prevailed on her to make part of a religious proces- 
sion to St. Sauveur, the principal church in Aix. The Queen, 
innocent of what was intended, decked herself with solemnity, 
to witness and partake of what she expected would prove a 
work of grave piety. But no sobner had she appeared on the 
esplanade in front of the palace than mo^'e than an hundred 
masks, dressed up like Turks, Jews, Saracens, Moors, and I 
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know not whom besides, crowded around to offer her their 
homage, in , the character of the Queen of Sheba ; and a 
grotesque piece of music called them to arrange themselves for 
a ludicrous ballet, in which they addressed the Queen in the 
most entertaining manner, and with the most extravagant 
gestures. The Queen, stunned with the noise, and affronted 
with the petulance of this unexpected onset, would have gone 
back into the palace; but the doors had been shut by the 
King’s order so soon as she set forth, and her retreat in that 
direction was cut off. Finding herself excluded from the 
palace, the Queen advanced to the front of the fa9ade, and 
endeavoured by signs and words to appease the hubbub ; but 
the maskers, who had their instructions, only answered with 
songs, music, and shouts.’ 

‘ I would,’ said Arthur, ‘ there had been a score of English 
yeomen in presence, with their quarter-staves, to teach the bawl- 
ing villains respect for one that has worn the crown of England !’ 

‘All the noise that was made before was silence and soft 
music,’ continued Thiebault, ‘till that when the good king 
himself appeared, grotesquely dressed in the character of King 
Solomon ' 

‘To whom, of all princes, he has the least resemblance ’ 

said Arthur. 

‘ With such capers and gesticulations of welcome to the 
Queen of Sheba as, I am assured by those who saw it, would 
have brought a dead man alive again, or killed a living man 
with laughing. Among other properties, lie had in his hand a 
truncheon, somewhat formed like a fool’s bauble ’ 

‘A most fit sceptre for such a sovereign ’ said Arthur. 

‘ Which was headed,’ continued Thiebault, ‘ by a model of 
the Jewish Temple, finely gilded and curiously cut in paste- 
board. He managed this with the utmost grace, and delighted 
every spectator by his gaiety and activity, excepting the Queen, 
who, the more he skipped and capered, seemed to be the more 
incensed, until, on his approaching her to conduct her to the 
procession, she seemed roused to a sort of frenzy, struck the 
truncheon out of his hand, and breaking through the crowd, 
who felt as if a tigress had leapt amongst them from a show- 
man’s cart, rushed into the royal court-yard. Ere the order of 
the scenic representation, which her violence had interrupted, 
could be restored, the Queen again issued forth, mounted and 
attended by two or three English cavaliers of her Majesty’s 
suite. She forced her way through the crowd, without regard- 
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ing either their safety or her own, flew like a hail-storm along 
the streets, and never drew bridle till she was as far up this 
same Mont St. Victoire as the road w^ould permit. She was 
then received into the convent, and has since remained .there ; 
and a vow of penance is the pretext to cover over the quarrel 
betwixt her and her father.' 

‘How dong may it be,' said Arthur, ‘since these things 
chanced ? ' 

‘ It is but three days since Queen Margaret lo/t Aix in the 
manner I have told you. But we are come as far up the moun- 
tain as men usually ride. See, yonder is the monastery rising 
betwixt two huge rocks, which form the very top of Mont St. 
Victoire. There is no more open ground than is afforded by 
the cleft, into which the convent of St. Mary of Victory is, as 
it were, niched ; and the access is guarded by the most danger- 
ous precipices. To ascend the mountain, you must keep that 
narrow path, which, winding and turning among the cliffs, 
leads at length to the summit of the hill, and the gate of the 
monastery.’ 

‘ And what becomes of you and the horsps ? ' said Arthur. 

‘We will rest,’ said Thiebault, ‘in the hospftal maintained 
by the good fathers at the bottom of the mountain, for the 
accommodation of those who attend on pilgrims ; for I promise 
you the shrine is visited by many wl.o come from afar, and are 
attended both by man and horse. Care not for me, I shall be 
first under cover ; but there muster yonder in the west some 
threatening clouds, from which your seignorie may suffer incon- 
venience, unless you reach the convent in time. I will give 
you an hour to do the feat, and will say you are as active as a 
chamois hunter if you reach it within the time.' 

Arthur looked around him, and did indeed remark a muster- 
ing of clouds in the distant west, Avhich threatened soon to 
change the character of the day, which had hitherto been 
brilliantly clear, and so serene that the falling of a leaf might 
have been heard. He therefore turned him to the steep and 
rocky path which ascended the mountain, sometimes by scaling 
almost precipitous rocks, and sometimes by reaching their tops 
by a more circuitous process. It winded through thickets of 
wild boxwood and other low aromatic shrubs, which afforded 
some pasture for the mountain goats, but were a bitter annoy- 
ance to the traveller wdio had tb press through them. Such 
obstacles were so frequent, that the full lior.r allowed by Thie- 
bault had elapsed before he stood on the summit of Mont 
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St. Victoire, and in front of the singular convent of the same 
name. 

We have already said that the crest of the mountain, con- 
sisting entirely of one bare and solid rock, was divided by a 
cleft or opening into two heads or peaks, between which the 
convent was built, occupying all the space between them. The 
front of the building was of the most ancient and sombre cast 
of the old Gothic, or rather, as it has been termed, the Saxon ; 
and in that respect corresponded with the savage exterior of the 
naked cliffs, of which the structure seemed to make a part, and 
by which it was entirely surrounded, excepting a small open 
space of more level ground, where, at the expense of much toil, 
and by carrying earth up the hill, from different spots where 
they could collect it in small quantities, the good fathers had 
been able to arrange the accommodations of a garden. 

A bell summoned a lay-brother, the porter of this singularly 
situated monastery, to whom Arthur announced himself as an 
English merchant, Philipson by name, who came to pay his 
duty to Queen Margaret. The porter, with much respect, 
showed the stranger, into the convent, and ushered him into a 
parlour, which,' looking towards Aix, commanded an extensive 
and splendid prospect over the southern and western parts 
of Provence. This was the direction in which Arthur had 
approached the mountain ^ from Aix; but the circuitous path 
by which he had ascended had completely carried him, round 
the hill. The western side of the monastery, to which the 
parlour looked, commanded the noble view we have mentioned ; 
and a species of balcony, which, connecting the two twin crags, 
at this place not above four or five yards asunder, ran along 
the front of the building, and appeared to be constructed for 
the purpose of enjoying it. But on stepping from one of the 
windows of the parlour upon this battlemented bartizan, Arthur 
became aware that the wall on which the parapet rested 
stretched along the edge of a precipice, which sunk sheer down 
five hundred feet at least from the foundations of the convent. 
Surprised and startled at finding himself on so giddy a verge, 
Arthur turned his eyes from the gulf beneath him to admire 
the distant landscape, partly illumined, with ominous lustre, by 
the now westerly spn. The setting beams showed in dark red 
splendour a vast variety of hill and dale, champaign and cul- 
tivated ground, with towns, churches, and castles, some of 
which rose from among trees, while other's seemed founded on 
rocky eminences ; Others again lurked by the side of streams 
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or lakes, to which the heat and drought of the climate naturally 
attracted them. 

The rest of the landscape presented similar objects when 
the weather was serene, but they were now rendered indistinct, 
or altogether obliterated, by the sullen shade of the approaching 
clouds, which gradually spread over great part of the horizon, 
and threatened altogether to eclipse the sun, though the . lord 
of the horizon still struggled to maintain his influence, and, 
like a dying hero, seemed most glorious even in the moment Of 
defeat. Wild sounds, like groans and howls, tomed by the 
wind in the numerous caverns of the rocky mountain, added to 
the terrors of the scene, and seemed to foretell the fury of 
some distant storm, though the air in general was even unnatur- 
ally calm and breathless. In gazing on this extraordinary 
scene, Arthur did justice to the monks who had chosen this wild 
and grotesque situation, from which they could witness nature 
in her wildest and grandest demonstrations, and compare the 
nothingness of humanity with her awful convulsions. 

So much was Arthur awed by the scene before him, that he 
had almost forgotten, while gazing from ithc bartizan, the im- 
portant business which had brouglit him i?o this place, when it 
was suddenly recalled by finding himself in the presence of 
Margaret of Anjou, who, not seeing him in the parlour of 
reception, had stept upon the balcony, that she might meet 
with him the sooner. 

The Queen’s dress was black, without any ornament except 
a gokl coronal of an inch in breadth, restraining her long black 
tresses, of which advancing years, and misfortunes, had partly 
altered the hue. There was placed within the circlet a black 
plume with a red rose, the last of the season, which the good 
father who kept the garden had presented to her that morning, 
as the badge of her husband’s house. Care, fatigue, and sorrow 
seemed to dwell on her brow and her features. To another 
niessengor, she w(juld in all probability have administered a 
sharp rebuke for not being alert in his duty to receive her as 
she entered ; but Arthur’s ago and ay)pearancc corresponded 
with that (jf her loved an(\ lost son. Ho was the son of a lady 
whom Margaret had loved with almost sisterly affection, and 
the presence of Arthur continued to excite in the dethroned 
queen the same feelings of maternal tenderness which had been 
awakened on their first mectingtin the cathedral of Strasburg. 
She raised him as he kneeled at her feet, spoke to him with 
much kindness, and encouraged him to detail at full length his. 

XXI n 25 
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father^s message, and such other news as his brief residence at 
Dijon had made h^m acquainted with. 

She demanded ‘which way Duke Charles had moved with his 
army. 

‘As I was given to understand by the master of his artillery,’ 
said Arthur, ‘towards the Lake of Neufchatel, on which side he 
proposes his first attack on the Swiss.’ ^ 

‘ The headstrong fool ! ’ said Queen Margaret, ‘ he resembles 
the poor lunatic who went to the summit of the mountain 
that he might meet the rain half-way. Does thy father, then,’ 
continued Margaret, ‘ advise me to give up the last remains of 
the extensive territories once the dominions of our royal house, 
and for some thousand crowns, and the paltry aid of a few 
hundred lances, to relinquish what is left of our patrimony to 
our proud and selfish kinsman of Burgundy, who extends his 
claim to our all, and affords so little help, or even promise of 
help, in return ? ’ 

‘ I should have ill discharged my father’s commission,’ said 
Arthur, ‘if I had left your Highness to think that he recommends 
so great a sacrifice. Ho feels most deeply the Duke of Burgundy’s 
grasping desira of dominion. Nevertheless, he thinks that 
Provence must, on King Reno’s death, or sooner, fall either to 
the share of Duke Charles or to Louis of France, whatever 
opposition your Highness may make to such a destination ; and 
it may be that my father, as a knight and a soldier, hopes much 
from obtaining the means to make another attem])t on Britain. 
But the decision must rest with your Highness.’ 

‘ Young man,’ said the Queen, ‘ the contemplation of a (pics- 
tion so doubtful almost deprives me of reason.’ 

As she spoke, she sunk down as one who needs rest on a 
stone seat placed on the v<uy verge of the balcony, regardless 
of the storm, which now began to rise with dreadful gusts of 
wind, the course of which being intermitted atid altered by the 
crags round which they howled, it se(mied as if in very deed 
Boreas, and Kurus, and (Jaurus, unchaining the winds from 
every quarter of heaven, were contending for mastery around 
the convent of Our Lady of Victory, Amid this tumult, and 
amid billows of mist which concealed the bottom of the precipice, 
and masses of clouds which racked fearfully over their heads, 
the roar of the descending waters rather resembled the fall of 
cataracts than the rushing of ^ torrents of rain. Idie scat on 
which Margaret had placed herself was in a considerable degree 
sheltered from the storm, but its eddies, varying in every 
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direction, often tossed aloft her dishevelled hair; and ^e 
cannot describe the appearance of her noble and beautiful, 
yet ghastly and wasted, features, agitated strongly by anxious 
hesitation and conflicting thoughts, unless to those of our readers 
who have had the advantage of having seen our inimitable 
Siddons in such a character as this. Arthur, confounded by 
anxiety a^^id terror, could only beseech her Majesty to retire 
befbre the fury of the approaching storm into the interior of 
the convent. 

‘ No,’ she replied with firmness ; ‘ roofs and walls have ears, 
and monks, though they have forsworn the world, are not the 
less curious to know what passes beyond their cells. It is in 
this place you must hear what I have to say. As a soldier you 
should scorn a blast of wind or a shower of rain ; and to me, 
who have often held counsel amidst the sound of trumpets and 
clash of arms, prompt for instant fight, the war of elements is 
an unnoticed trifle. I tell thee, young Arthur Vere, as I 
would to your father — as I would to iny son — if indeed Heaven 
had loft such a blessing to a wretch forlorn ’ 

She paused, and then proceeded. • 

^ 1 tell thee, as I would have told my telovod Edward, that 
Margaret, whose resolutions were once firm and immovable as 
those rocks among which wo arc placed, is now doubtful and 
variable as the clouds which arc drifting around us. I told 
your fatlicr, in the joy of .meeting once more a subject of such 
inappreciable loyalty, of the sacrifices I would make to assure 
the- assistance of (yharlos of Burgundy to so gallant an under- 
taking as that })roposcd to him by the faithful Oxford. But 
since I saw liim 1 have had cause of deep reflection. I met 
my aged fatlier only to of lend, and, T say it with shame, to 
insult, the old man in presence of lus people. Our tempers are 
as opposed as the sunshine, which a sliort space since gilded a 
serene and beautiful landscape, diflers from the tempests which 
are now wasting it. I spurned with open scorn and contempt 
what he, in his mistaken afFection, had devised for means of 
consolation, and, disgusted Avith the idle follies which he had 
tlevised for curing the melancholy of a dethroned queen, 
a widow(al s])oiisc, and, alas ! a childless mother, I retired 
hither from the noisy and idle mirth, which was the bitterest 
aggravation of my sorrows. Such and so gentle is Rene’s 
temper, that even my unfilial *feonduct will not diminish my 
influence over him ; and if your father 1 ad announced that 
the Duke of Burgundy, like a knight and a sovereign, had 
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cordially and nobly entered into the plan of the faithful 
Oxford, I could have found it in my heart to obtain the cession 
of territory his cold and ambitious policy requires, in order to 
ensure the assistance which he now postpones to afford till he 
has gratified his own haughty humour by settling needless 
quarrels with his unoffending neighbours. Since I have been 
here, and calmness and solitude have given me time ^o reflect, 
I have thought on the offences 1 have given the old man, £lnd 
on the wrongs I was about to do him. My father, let me do 
him justice, is also the father of his people. They have dwelt 
under their vines and fig-trees, in ignoble ease, perhaps, but 
free from oppression and exaction, and their happiness has been 
that of their good king. Must I change all this ? Must I aid 
in turning over these contented people to a fierce, headlong, arbi- 
trary prince ? May I not break even the easy and thoughtless 
heart of my poor old father, should I succeed in urging him to 
do so ? These are questions which I shudder even to ask myself. 
On the other hand, to disappoint the toils, the venturous hopes 
of your father, to forego the only opj)ortuiiity which may ever 
again offer itself of I’evengc on the bloody traitors of York, 
and restoration of thb house of Lancaster ! Arthur, the scene 
around us is not so convulsed by tiic fearful tempest and the 
driving clouds as my mind is by doubt and uncertainty.^ 

‘ Alas,’ replied Arthur, \\ am too young and inexj)erienced 
to be your Majesty’s adviser in a case so arduous. I would my 
father had been in presence himself.’ 

‘I know what he would have said,’ r(![)lied the Queen ; 4)ut 
knowing all, I despair of aid from human counsellors. 1 liave 
sought others, but they also arc deaf to my entreaties. Yes, 
Arthur, Margaret’s misfortunes have rendered her superstitious. 
Know, that beneath these rocks, and under the foundation of 
this convent, there runs a caveu’n, entering by a secret and 
defended passage a little to the westward of tlie summit, and 
running through the mountain, luiving an oj)cning to the south, 
from which, as from this bartizan, you can view the landsca])e 
so lately seen from this balcony, or the strife of winds and con- 
fusion of clouds which we now behohb In the middle of this 
cavernous thoroughfare is a natural pit, or perforation, of great 
but unknown depth. A stone dro])[)ed into it is heard to dash 
from aide to side,' until the noise of its descent, thundering 
from cliff to cliff, dies away in ^distant and faint tinkling, less 
loud than that of a sheep’s bell at a mile’s distance, com- 

mon people, in their jargon, call this fearful gulf J^ou (Jara- 
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goule; and the traditions of the monastery annex wild and 
fearful recollections to a place in itself sufficiently terrible. 
Oracles, it is said, spoke from*thence in pagan days, by subter- 
ranean voices, arising from the abyss; and from these the 
Roman general is said to have heard, in strange and uncouth 
rhymes, promises of the victory which gives name to this 
mguntaift. These oracles, it is averred, may be yet consulted 
after performance of strange rites, in which heathen ceremonies 
are mixed with Christian acts of devotion. TJie abbots of 
Mont St. Victoire have denounced the consultation of Lou 
Garagoule, and the spirits who reside there, to be criminal. 
But, as the sin may be expiated by presents to the church, by 
masses, and penances, the door is sometimes opened by the 
complaisant fathers to those whose daring curiosity leads them, 
at all risks, and by whatever means, to search into futurity. 
Arthur, I have made the experiment, and am even now returned 
from the gloomy cavern, in which, according to the traditional 
ritual, I have spent six hours by the margin of the gulf, a place 
so dismal, that after its horrors even this tempestuous scene is 
refreshing.’ 

The Queen stopjjcd, and Arthui', the more 'struck with the 
wild tale that it reminded him of his place of imprisonment at 
La Ferette, asked anxiously if her hupiiries had obtained any 
answer. 

‘None whatever,’ replied the unhappy princess. ‘The 
demons of Gai’agoule, if there be such, arc deaf to the suit of 
an unfortunate wretch like me, to whom neither friends nor 
fiends will afford counsel or assistance. It is my father’s cir- 
cumstances which prevent my instant and strong resolution. 
Were my own claims on this piping and paltry nation of 
troubadf)urs alone interested, I could, for the chance of 
once more setting my foot in Merry England, as easily and 
willingly resign them and their paltry coronet as I commit 
to the storm this idle emblem of the royal rank which I have 
lost.’ 

As Margaret spoke, she tore from her hair the sable feather 
and rose which the teinjiTist had detached from the circlet in 
which they were placed, and tossed them from the battlement 
with a gesture of wild energy. They were instantly whirled 
off in a bickering eddy of the agitated clouds, which swept the 
feather far distant into empty space, through which the eye 
could not pursue it. But while that of Arthur involuntarily 
strove to follow its course, a contrary gust of wind caught the 
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red rose and drove it back against his breast, so that it was 
easy for him to catch hold of and retain it. 

« Joy — ^joy, and good fortune, poyal mistress ! ^ he said, return- 
ing to her the emblematic flower: Hhe tempest brings back 
the badge of Lancaster to its proper owner. ^ 

‘ I accept the omen,^ said Margaret ; ‘ but it concerns your- 
self, noble youth, and not me. The feather, which* is borne 
away to waste and desolation, is Margaret^s emblem. My eyes 
will never sqe the restoration of the line of Lancaster. But 
you will live to behold it, and to aid to achieve it, and to dye 
our red rose deeper yet in the blood of tyrants and traitors. 
My thoughts are so strangely poised, that a feather or a flower 
may turn the scale. But my head is still giddy and my heart 
sick. To-morrow you shall see another Margaret, and till then 
adieu.’ 

It was time to retire, for the tempest began to be mingled 
with fiercer showers of rain. When they re-entered the par- 
lour, the Queen clapped her hands, and two female attendants 
entered. 

* Let the father a^bot know,’ she said, ‘ that it is our desire 
that this young gentleman receive for this night sucli hospi- 
tality as befits an esteemed friend of ours. Till to-morrow, 
young sir, farewell.’ 

With a countenance which betrayed not the late emotion of 
her mind, and with a stately courtesy that would have become! 
her when she graced the halls of Windsor, she extended her 
hand, which the youth saluted respectfully. After her leaving 
the parlour, the abbot entered, and in his attention to Arthur’s 
entertainment and accommodation for the evening showed his 
anxiety to meet and obey Queen Margaret’s wishes. 



CHAPTER XXXT 

Want you a man 

Experienced in the world and its affairs ? 

Here he is for your purpose. He’s a monk. 

He hath forsworn the world and all its work, 

The rather that he knows it passing well, 

Special the worst of it, for he’s a monk. 

Old Play, 

While the dawn of the morning was yet grey, Arthur was 
awakened by a loud ringing at the gate of the monastery, and 
presently afterwards the porter entered the cell which had 
been allotted to him for his lodgings, te tell him that, if his 
name was Arthur Philipson, a brother of tlteir Order had brought 
him despatches from his father. The youth started up, hastily 
attired liimself, and was introduced in the parlour to a Car- 
melite monk, being of the same order with the community of 
St. Victoirc. 

‘ I liave ridden many a mile, young man, to present you 
with this letter,’ said the monk, ‘ having undertaken to your 
father that it should be delivered without delay. I came to 
Aix last night during the storm, and learning at the palace 
tliat you had ridden hither, I mounted as soon as the tempest 
abated, and hero I am.’ 

‘ 1 am beholden to you, father,’ said the youth, ‘and if I could 
repay your pains with a small donative to your convent ’ 

‘By no means,’ answered the good father; ‘1 took my 
personal trouble out of friendship to your father, and mine 
own en-and led me this Avay. The expenses of my long journey 
have been amply provided for. But open your packet, I can 
answer your questions at leisure.’ 

The young man accordingly stepped into an embrasure of 
t he Avindow, and read as follows : — 

‘ Son Authur — T ouching the state of the country, in so far 
as concerns the safety of travelling, know that the same is 
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precarious. The Duke hath taken the towns of Brie and 
Granson, and put to death five hundred men whom he made 
prisoners in garrison there.^ But the Confederates are approach- 
ing with a large force, and God will judge for the right. How- 
soever the game may go, these are sharp wars, in which little 
quarter is spoken of on Cither side, and therefore there is no 
safety for men of our profession till something decisive shall 
happen. In the meantime, you may assure the widowed lady 
that our correspondent continues well disposed to purchase the 
property which she has in hand ; but will scarce be able to 
pay the price till his present pressing affairs shall bo settled, 
which I hope will be in time to permit us to embark the funds 
in the profitable adventure I told our friend of. I have em- 
ployed a friar, travelling to Provence, to carry this letter, which 
I trust will come safe. The bearer may be trusted. 

‘ Your aficctionate father, 

‘John Philipson.' 

Arthur easily comprehended the latter ])art of tlic epistle, 
and rejoiced hC had received it at so critical a moment. He 
questioned the Carmelite on the amount of the Duke’s army, 
which the monk stated to amount to sixty thousand men, 
while he said the Confederates, though making every exertion, 
had not yet been able to assemble tlio third part of that 
number. Tlie young Forraud de Vaudemont was with their 
army, and had received, it was thought, sojue seen't assivshiuce 
from France; but as he was little known in arms, and had few 
followers, the empty title of general which he bf)re added little 
to the strength of the (Confederates. Dpon the whoK', he 
reported that every chance apj)eared to be in favour of (Charles, 
and Arthur, wdio looked u])on his success as presenting the 
only chance in favour of Ins fatlu'Fs (‘nt(U’j)}‘ise, was not a little 
pleased to fijid it ensured, as far as depended on a groat 
superiority of force, lie had no hhsure to make farther im 
quiries, for tlie (iacen at that moment entered the apartment, 
and the Carmelite, learning Jier quality, witlidnnv from her 
2)resence in deep reverence. 

The paleness of her complexion still ])es[)oke the fatigues of 
the day preceding; but, as she graciously bestowed on Arthur 
the greetings of the morning, hPr voice was firm, her eye clear, 
and her countenance steady. ‘ 1 meet yon,’ she said, ‘ not as I 
left you, but determined in my purpos«\ T am satisfied that. 
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if Rene does not voluntarily yield up his throne of Provence, 
by some step like that which we propose, he will be hurled 
from it by violence, in which, it may be, his life will not be 
spared. We will, therefore, to work with all speed. The worst 
is, that I cannot leave this convent till I have made the 
necessary penances for having visited the Garagoule, without 
performii)g which I were no Christian woman. When you 
return to Aix, inquire at the palace for my secretary, with 
whom this line will give you 'credence. I have, even before 
this door of hope opened to me, endeavoured* to form an • 
estimate of J^ing Rene’s situation, and collected the documents 
for that purpose. Tell him to send me, duly scaled and under 
fitting charge, the small cabinet hooped with silver. Hours of 
penance for past errors may be employed to prevent others; 
and, from the contents of that cabinet, I shall learn whether I 
am, in this weighty matter, sacrificing my father’s interests to 
my own half-desperate hopes. But of this I have little or no 
doubt. I can cause the deeds of resignation and transference 
to be drawn up here under my own direction, and arrange the 
execution of them when I return to Aix? wdiich shall be the 
first moment after my penance is concludeS.’ 

‘ And this letter, gracious madam,’ said Arthur, ‘ will inform 
you what events are approaching, and of what importance it 
may be to take time by tlu^ foi-elook. Place me but in pos- 
session of these momentous deeds, and T will travel night and 
day till 1 reach the Duke’s camp. I shall find him most likely 
in the moment of victory, and with his heart too much open 
to refuse a boon to tlie roytil kinswoman wlio is surrendering 
to him all. We will, we must in such an hour obtain 
princely succours ; and we sliall soon see if the licentious 
Edward of York, the savage Richard, tlic treacherous and 
perjured Clarence, are hereafter to be lords of Merry Eng- 
land, or whether they must give place to a more rightful 
sovereign and better man. But () ! royal madam, all depends 
on haste.’ 

‘ True ; yet a few da 3 ^s may, nay, must, cast the die between 
( -harles ami his op})onents > and, ere making so great a surrender, 
it were as well tq be assured that he whom we would propitiate 
is in capacity to assist us. All the events of a tragic and varied 
life have led me to see there is no such thing as an inconsider- 
able enemy. I will make hasU:, however, trusting in the in- 
terim we may have good news from the bj.nks of the lake at 
Noufchatol.’ 
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* But who shall be employed to draw these most important 
deeds ? ^ said the young man. 

Margaret mused ere she replied — ‘The father guardian is 
complaisant, and I think faithful ; but I would not willingly 
repose confidence in one of the Proven9al monks. Stay, let 
me think; your father Says the Carmelite who brought the 
letter may be trusted — he shall do the turn. He is a stranger, 
and will be silent for a piece of money. Farewell, Arthur de 
Vere. You will be treated with all hospitality by my father. 
If thou dost receive farther tidings, thou wilt let me know 
them ; or, should I have instructions to send, thou wilt hear 
from me. So, henediciteJ 

Arthur proceeded to wind down the mountain at a much 
quicker pace than he had ascended on the day before. The 
weather was now gloriously serene, and the beauties of vegeta- 
tion, in a country where it never totally slumbers, were at once 
delicious and refreshing. His thoughts wandered from the 
crags of Mont St. Victoirc to the cliff of the canton of Unter- 
'walden, and fancy recalled the moments when his walks 
through such scenery were not solitary, but when there was a 
form by his side whose simple beauty was engraved on his 
memory. Such thoughts were of a preoccupying nature, and 
I grieve to say that they entirely drowned tlie recollection of 
the mysterious caution given him by his father, intimating 
that Arthur might not be able to comprehend such lettei's as 
he should receive from him till they were warmed before a fire. 

The first thing which reminded him of this singular caution 
was the seeing a chafing-dish of charcoal in the kitchen of the 
hostelry at the bottom of the mountain, where he found ^rhic- 
bault and his horses. This was the first fire which ho had seen 
since receiving his fathers letter, and it reminded him not 
unnaturally of wdiat the Karl had recommended. (Ireat was 
his surprise to see that, after ex]M)sing the paper to the fire as 
if to dry it, a word emerged in an im]K>rtant jkassage of the 
letter, and the concluding words now read --‘Tiie bearer may 
not be trusted.’ Wellnigh choked witli shame and vexation, 
Arthur could think of no other remedy than instantly to return 
to the convent and acquaint the Queen with this discovery, 
which he hoped still to convey to her in time to prevent an\^ 
risk being incurred by the Carmelite’s treachery. 

Incensed at himself, and eiiger to redeem his fault, he bent 
his manly breast against the steep hill, which was probably 
never scaled in so short time as by the y<uing heir of De Vore ; 



ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN 


895 


for, within forty minutes from his commencing the ascent, he 
stood breathless and panting in the presence of Queen Margaret, 
who was alike surprised at his appearance and his exhausted 
condition. 

‘ Trust not the Carmelite ! ’ he exclaimed. ‘ You are be- 
trayed, noble Queen, and it is by my negligence. Here is my 
dagger ; bid me strike it into my heart ! ^ 

Margaret demanded and obtained a more special explanation, 
and when it was given, she said, ‘ It is an unhappy chance ; 
but your father’s instructions ought to have been more distinct. 
I have told yonder Carmelite the purpose of the contracts, and 
engaged with him to draw them. He has but now left me to 
serve at the choir. There is no withdrawing the confidence 
I have unhappily placed ; but I can easily prevail with the 
father guardian to prevent the monk from leaving the convent 
till we are indifferent to his secrecy. It is our best chance to 
secure it, and we will take care that what inconvenience he 
sustains by his detention shall be well recompensed. Mean- 
while, rest thou, good Arthur, and undo the throat of thy 
mantle. Poor youth, thou art wellnigh •exhausted wdth thy 
haste.’ * *■ 

Artliur obeyed, and sat down on a scat in the parlour ; for 
tlie speed wliich he h.ad (exerted rendered him almost incapable 
of standing. 

‘ If r could but see,’ ho said, ‘ the false monk, 1 would find 
a way to cliarm liim to secrecy ! ’ 

‘Hotter leave liim to me,’ said the Queen ; ‘and in a word, 
f forbid you to meddle with him. The coif can treat better 
with the cowl than the casque can do, 8ay no more of him. 
1 joy to see you wear around your neck the holy relic I bestowed 
on you ; but what Moorish charmlct is that you wear beside it? 
Alas ! 1 need not ask. Your heightened colour, almost as deep 
as when you entered a quarter of an hour hence [since], con- 
fesses a truedove token. Alas! j)oor boy, hast thou not only 
such a share of thy country’s woes to bear, but also thine own 
load of afiliction, not the less poignant now that future time 
will show thee liow fantastic; it is? Margaret of Anjou could 
once have aided wherever thy affections were placed ; but novr 
she. can only contribute to the misery of her friends, not to 
tlicir happiness. But this lady of the charm, Arthur, is she fair 
— is she wise and virtuous — is ^lie of noble birth — and does 
she love?’ She perused his countenance with the glance of an 
eagle, and continued, ‘ To all thou wouldst answer “ Yes,” if 
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shamefacedness permitted thee. Love her then in turn, my 
gallant boy, for love is the parent of brave actions. Go, my 
noble youth ; high-boni and loyal, valorous and virtuous, en- 
amoured and youthful, to what mayst thou not rise? The 
chivalry of ancient Eurppe only lives in a bosom like thine. 
Go, and let the praises of a queen fire thy bosom with the love 
of honour and achievement. In three days we meeVat Aix.^ 

Arthur, highly gratified with the Queen’s condescension, 
once more left her presence. 

Returning down the mountain with a speed very different 
from that which he had used in the ascent, he again found his 
Provencal squire, who had remained in much surprise at witness- 
ing the confusion in wliich his master had left the inn, almost 
immediately after he had entered it without any apparent haste 
or agitation. Arthur explained his hasty return by alleging he 
had forgot his purse at tlie convent. ‘Nay, in that case,’ said 
Thiebault, ‘considering ivhat you left and where you left it, T 
do not wonder at your speed, though. Our Lady save mo, as 1 
never saw living creature, save a goat with a wolf at his heels, 
make his way over ^ brag and briers with half .such raj)idity as 
you did.’ 

They reached Aix after about an hour’s riding, and Ai-thnr^ 
lost no tiirfe in waiting upon the good King Itene, who gave him 
a kind reception, both in rcs])ect of the letter from the Duke 
Burgundy and in consideration of his being an Englishman, the 
avowed subject of the unfortunate Margaret, d’ho placable 
•monarch soon forgave his young guest tlie want of complaisance 
with which he had eschewed to listen to liis com])Ositions ; and 
Arthur speedily found that to apologise for his want of breeding 
in that particular w'as likely to lead to a great deal more 
rehearsing than he could find patience to tolerate. He could 
only avoid the old king’s extreme desire to recite his own jioems 
and perform his own music by engaging him in speaking of his 
daughter Margaret. Arthur had been sometimes induced to 
doubt the influence which the Queen boasted hci’self to possess 
over her aged father; but, on being acquainted with him 
personally, he bepame convinced her powerful understand- 
ing and violent passions inspired the feeble-minded and passive 
king with a mixture of pride, afli.'ction, and fear, which united 
to give her the most ample autliority over him. 

Although she liad parted Aith him but a day or two since,, 
and in a manner so ungracious on her' side, Reno was as much 
overjoyed at hearing of the probaliility of her speedy return as 
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the fondest father could have been at the prospect of being 
reunited to the most dutiful child, whom he had not seen for 
years. The old king was impatient as a boy for the day of her 
arrival, and, still strangely unenlightened on the difference of 
her taste from his own, he was with difficulty induced to lay 
aside a project of meeting her in the character of old Palemoh — 

The prince of shepherds, and their pride — 

at the head of an Arcadian prooession of nymphs and swains, 
to inspire whoso choral dances and songs every pipe and tam- 
bourine in the country was to be placed in requisition. Even 
the old seneschal, however, intimated his disapprobation of this 
species of joyeuse entree ; so that Rene suffered himself at length 
to be persuaded that the Queen was too much occupied by the 
religious impressions to which she had been of late exposed to 
receive any agreeable sensation from sights or sounds of levity. 
The King gave way to reasons which he could not sympathise 
with ; and thus Margaret escaped the shock of welcome, which 
would pcrha]>s have driven her in her impatience back to the 
mountain of !St. Victoirc, and the sable cavern of Lou Garagoule. 

During the time of her absence, the dAys of the court of 
Provence were employed in sports and rejoicings of every 
description — tilting at the barrier with blunted spears, riding at 
the ring, })arties for hare-hunting apd falconry, frequented by 
the youth of b(hh sexes, in the company of whom tlie King 
delighted, while the evenings were consumed in dancing and 
music. 

Arthur could not but be sensible that not long since all this 
would have made him perfectly hap])y ; but the last months 
of his existence had d('veloped his understanding and passions. 
He was now initiated in the actual business of human life, and 
looked on its amusements with an air of something like con- 
tempt ; so that among the young and gay noblesse who com- 
posed this merry court he accpiired the title of the youthful 
philoso])her, which was not bestowed upon him, it may be sup- 
posed, as inferring anything of j)eculiar compliment. 

On the fourth day news wpre received, by an express messenger, 
that Queen Margaret would enter Aix before the hour of noon, 
to resume her residence in her father’s palace. The good King 
Rene seemed, as it drew nigh, to fear the interview with his 
daughter as much as he had previously desired it, and contrived 
to make all around him partake of his fidgety anxiety. He 
tormented his steward and cooks to recollect what dishes they 
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had ever observed her to taste of with approbation ; he pressed 
the musicians to remember the tunes which she approved, and 
when one of them boldly replied he had never known her 
Majesty endure any strain with patience, the old monarch 
threatened to turn him out of his service for slandering the taste 
of his daughter. The banquet was ordered to be served at half 
past eleven, as if accelerating it would have had the least effect 
upon hurrying the arrival of the expected guests ; and the old 
king, with his napkin over his arm, traversed the hall from 
window to window, wearying every one with questions whether 
they saw anything of the Queen of England. Exactly as the 
bells tolled noon, the Queen, with a very small retinue, chiefly 
English, and in mourning habits like herself, rode into the town 
of Aix. King Rene, at the head of his court, failed not to 
descend from the front of his stately palace and move along the 
street to meet his daughter. Lofty, proud, and jealous of incur- 
ring ridicule, Margaret was not pleased with this public greeting 
in the market-place. Rut she was desirous at present to make 
amends for her late petulance, and therefore she descended from 
her palfrey ; and altiiough something shocked at seeing Reno 
equipped with M napkin, she humbled herself to bend the knee 
to him, asking at once his l)lessing and forgiveness. 

‘Thou hast — thou hast my blessing, my suHbring dove,’ said 
the simple king to the proudest and most impatient princess 
that ever wept for a lost crown. ‘ And for thy pardon, how 
can st thou ask it, who never didst me an offence since (lod made 
me father to so gracious a child? Rise — I say rise ; nay, it is 
for me to ask thy pardon, d’rue, I said in my ignorance, and 
thought within myself, that my heart had indited a goodly 
thing; but it vexed thee. It is therefore for mo to crave 
pardon.’ And down suidi g<^od King Rtaie upon botli knees: 
and the peojdc, who are usually ca])livate<i wil.ii anything re- 
scmbling the tJ*ick of the sc(‘ne, applauded with much jioise, 
and some smothered laughter, a situation in which the; royal 
daughter and her parent seemed a})out to ndiearse t he scene 
of the Roman Charity. 

Margaret, sensitively alive to shame, and fully awan^ that 
her present position was sufliciently ludicrous iu its ])iiblicity 
at least, signed sliarply to Artlnir, wliom she saw in the King’s 
suite, to come to her ; and, using his arm to rise, she muttered 
to him aside, and in English — ‘lo what saint shall I vow 
myself, that I may preserve patience when 1 so much iiood it ? ’ 

‘For pity’s sake, royal madam, recall your finxiness of mint I 
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and composure/ wliispered her esquire, who felt at the moment 
more embarrassed than honoured by his distinguished office, 
for he could feel that the Queen actually trembled with vexa- 
tion and impatience. 

They at length resumed their route to the palace, the father 
and daughter arm in arm — a posture most agreeable to Margaret, 
who ooul(J bring herself to endure her father’s effusions of 
tenderness, and the general tone of his conversation, so that he 
was not overheard by others, in the same manner, she boro 
with laudable patience the teazing attentions which he addressed 
to her at table, noticed some of his particular courtiers, inquired 
after others, led the way to his favourite subjects of conversa- 
tion on poetry, painting, and music, till the good king was as 
much delighted with the unwonted civilities of his daughter as 
ever was lover with the favourable confessions of his mistress, 
when, after years of warm courtship, the ice of her bosom is at 
length thawed. It cost the haughty Margaret an effort to bend 
herself to play this })art. Her pride rebuked her for stooping to 
flatter her fatlier s foibles in order to bring him over to the 
resignation of iiis dominions; yet, having •undertaken to do so, 
and so much having been already hazartlcd upon this sole 
remaining chance of success in an attack upon England, she 
saw, or was w'illing to see, no alternative. 

Betwuxt the baiKpiet and the ball by which it W'as to be 
followed, tiu' Qiu'cn sought an opportunity of s})eaking to 
Arthur. 

‘Bad news, my sage counsellor,’ she said. ‘The Carmelite 
never returned to the convent after the service was over. 
Having lt“arned that you had come back in great haste, he had, 
I suppose, concluded fie might stand in suspicion, so he left 
tlie convent of Mont St. Victoire.’ 

‘ We must hasten tfic measures which your Majesty has 
rtisolved to ado])t,’ answered Arthur. 

‘ I will speak with my fathei' tounorrow. Meanwhile, you 
must enjoy the pleasures of the evening, for to you they may 
be pleasures. Young lady of Boisgelin, 1 give you this cavalier 
to be your })ai-tnor for the evening.’ 

The black-eyed and pretty Proven^alo courtesied with due 
deeprurn, and glanced at the handsome young Englishman with 
an eye of approbation ; but, whether afraid of his character as 
a philosopher or his doubtful rank, added the saving clause — 
‘ If my mother approves.’ 

‘ Your mother, damsel, will scarce, I think, disapprove of 
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any partner whom you receive from the hands of Margaret of 
Anjou. Happy privilege of youth/ ^he added with a sigh, 'as 
the youthful couple went olf to take their place in the hransle, 
‘ which can snatch a flower even on the roughest road ! ' 

Arthur acquitted himself so well during the evening, that 
perhaps the young countess was only sorry that so gay and 
handsome a gallant limited his compliments and ^attentions 
within the cold bounds of that courtesy enjoined by the rules 
of ceremony. 



CHAPTER XXXII 

For I have given liere my full consent, 

To undeck the jiompous body of a king, 

Make glor^y base, and sovereignty a slave, 

Proud Majesty a subject, state a peasant. 

Richard II. 

The next clay opened a grave scone. King Reno bad not for- 
gotten to arrange the pleasures of tlie day, • vhen, to his horror 
and discomfiture, Margaret demanded an interview upon serious 
business. If there was a proposition in the world which Rene 
from his soul detested, it was any that related to the very name 
of business. 

‘What was it that his child wanted?’ he said. ‘Was it 
money? He would give lier whatever ready sums he had, 
thougli he owned his exchecpicr was somewhat bare ; yet he 
had received liis income for the season. It was ten thousand 
crowns. How nuicli should he desire to be jiaid to her — the 
half, three ]jarts, or the whole? All was at her command.’ 

‘Alas, my dear father,’ said Margaret, ‘it is not my affairs, 
but your own, on whic;h 1 desire to speak witli you.’ 

‘ If the affiiirs are iniiu’,’ said Rene, ‘1 am surely master to 
put tlnmi off to another day- to some rainy, dull day, fit for 
no bettor purpose. See, my love, the hawking-party are all 
on their steeds and ready, the hoi’ses are neighing and paw- 
ing, the gallants and maidens mounted, and ready with hawk 
on fist, the spaniels struggling in the leash. It were a sin, 
with wind and weather to friend, to lose so lovely a morning.’ 

‘Let them ride their ,w'ay,’ said Queen Margaret, ‘and find 
their sport; for the matter I have to speak concerning involves 
Inuiourand rank, life and means of living.’ 

‘ Nay, but I have to hear and judge between Calezon and 
John of Accpia Mortis, the two most celebrated troubadours.’ 

‘ Postpone their cause till to-morrow,’ said Margaret, ‘ and 
dedicate an hour nr two to itiorc impoi'tant affairs.’ 

26 
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‘ If you are peremptory,* replied King Ren6, ‘ you are aware, 
my child, I cannot say you nay.* 

And with reluctance he gave orders for the hawkers to 
go on and follow their sport, as he could not attend them 
that day. 

The old king then suffered himself, like an unwilling grey- 
hound withheld from the chase, to be led into separate 
apartment. To ensure privacy, Margaret stationed her secret- 
ary Mordaunt, with Arthur, in an ante-chamber, giving them 
orders to prevent all intrusion. 

‘Nay, for myself, Margaret,* said the good-natured old man, 
‘ since it must be, I consent to be put au secret ; but why keep 
old Mordaunt from taking a walk in this beautiful morning, 
and why prevent young Arthur from going forth with the rest ? 
I promise you, though they term him a philosopher, yet he 
showed as light a pair of heels last night, with the young 
Countess de Boisgelin, as any gallant in Provence.’ 

‘They are come from a country,’ said Margaret, ‘in which 
men are trained from infancy to i)refer their duty to their 
pleasure.’ 

The poor king, led into the council-closet, saw with internal 
shuddering the fatal cabinet of ebony, bound with silver, which 
had never been opened but to overwhelm him with weariness, 
and dolefully calculated how many yawns he must strangle ere 
he sustained the consideration of its contents. They.];roved, 
however, when laid before him, of a kind that excited (?veu his 
interest, though painfully. 

His daughter presented him with a short and (dear view of 
the debts which were secured on his dominions, and for which 
they were mortgaged in various pieces and parcePs. She then 
showed him, by another schedide, the large claims of which 
payment was instantly demanded, to discharge which no funds 
could be found or assigned. I’he King defended himself like 
others in his forlorn situation, d’o every claim of six, seven, or 
eight thousiind ducats, he replied by tiie assertion tb.at he had 
ten thousand crowns in his chancery, and showed S(jm(^ reluct- 
ance to be convinced, till repeatedly urged upon him, that the 
same sum could not be adequate to tlu' disc'haige of thirty 
times the amount., 

‘Then,’ said the King, somewhat impatiently, ‘ why not pay 
off those who are most pressing, and let the others wait till 
receipts come round ? ’ 

‘It is a practice which lias been too often resorted to/ 
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replied the Queen, ‘and it is but a part of honesty to pay 
creditors who have advanced their all in your Grace’s service.’ 

‘But are we not,’ said Rene, ‘king of both the Sicilies, 
Naples, Arragon, and Jerusalem ? And why is the mon^trch of 
such fair kingdoms to be pushed to the wall, like a bankrupt 
yeoman, for a few bags of paltry crowns ? ’ 

‘You indeed monarch of these kingdoms,' said Margaret; 
‘ but is it necessary to remind your Majesty that it is but as I 
am Queen of England, in which ‘I have not an acre of land, and 
cannot command a penny of revenue ? You have ho dominions 
which arc a source of revenue, save those which you see in this 
scroll, with an exact list of the income they afford. It is 
totally inade(]uato, you see, to maintain your state and to pay 
the large engagements incurred to former creditors.’ 

‘ It is cruel to press me to the wall thus,’ said the poor 
king. ‘What can I do? If I am poor, I cannot help it. I 
am sure I would pay the debts you ta^k of, if I knew the 
way.’ 

‘ Royal father, I will show it you. Resign your useless and 
unavailing dignity, which, with the pretensions attending it, 
serves but to make your miseries ridiculous? Resign your rights 
as a sovereign, and the income which cannot be stretched out 
to the eni})ty excesses of a beggarly court will enable you to 
enjoy, in ease and o])nlence, all the pleasures you most delight 
in as a private baron.’ 

‘ iVlargaret, you speak folly,’ answered Rene, somewhat 
sternly. ‘A king and his people are bound by ties which 
neither can sever without guilt. My subjects are my flock ; I 
am tluhr shepherd. They are assigned to my governance by 
Heaven, and 1 daix^ not renounce the charge of protecting 
them.’ 

‘ Were you in condition to do so,’ answered the Queen, 

' Margaret woul^i bid you liglit to tlie death. But don your 
harness, long disused, mount your war -steed, cry “Ren6 for 
I’rovence ! ” and see if a hundred men will gather round your 
standard. Your fortresses are in the hands of strangers; army 
you have none ; your vassals may iiavc good-will, but they lack 
all military skill. and soldierlike discipline. You stand but the 
mere skeleton of monarchy, which France or Burgundy may 
ju’ostrate on the earth, whichever first ])uts forth his arm to 
throw it down.’ 

d’he tears trickled fast down the old king’s cheeks when 
this unflattering prospect was set before him, and he could not 
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forbear owning his total want of power to defend himself and 
his dominions, and admitting that he had often thought of the 
necessity of compounding for his resignation with one of his 
powerful neighbours. 

‘ It was thy interest, Margaret, harsh and severe as you are, 
which prevented my entering, before now, into measures most 
painful to my feelings, but perhaps best calculated for my 
advantage. But I had hoped it would hold on for my day ; 
and thou, my child, with the talents Heaven has given thee, 
wouldst, I thought, have found remedy for distresses which I 
cannot escape otherwise than by shunning the thoughts of 
them.’ 

‘ If it is in earnest you speak of my interest,’ said Margaret, 
‘ know, that your resigning Provence will satisfy the nearest, 
and almost the only, wish that my bosom can form; but, so 
judge me Heaven, as it is on your account, gracious sire, as 
well as mine, that I advise your compliance.’ 

‘ Say no more on’t, child ; give me the parchment of resigna- 
tion and I will sign it. I see thou hast it ready drawn ; let us 
sign it, and then we will overtake the hawkers. We must 
suffer woe, buft thdre is little need to sit down and weep 
for it.’ 

‘Do you not ask,’ said Margaret, surprised at his ap/ithv, 

‘ to whom you cede your dominions ? ’ 

‘What boots it,’ answered the King, ‘since they must i>e no 
more my owii'i? It must be either to (diaries of Burgundy oi* 
my nephew Louis — both powerful and ])olitic ])rinces. (lod 
send my poor people may have no cansi^ to wish their old man 
back again, whose only pleasure was to see theiii hajipy and 
mirthful.’ 

‘It is to Burgundy you resign Provence,’ said Margaret. 

‘I would have preferred him,’ answered Bene: ‘lie is lieree, 
but not malignant. (3ne word more--are my subjects’ pi ivi- 
leges and immunities fully secured V 

‘Amply,’ replied the Queen; ‘and yonr own wants of ail 
kinds honourably provided for. i would not leave tla^ stipula- 
tions in your favour in blank, though I might perha])S have 
trusted Charles of Burgundy where money alone is concerned,’ 

‘I ask not for myself; with my viol and my pencil, 
Rene the troubadour will be as happy as evau’ was Bene 
the king.’ ’ 

So saying, with practical philo.so|>hy he whistled the bunion 
of his last composed ariette, and signed away the nost of his 
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royal possessions without pulling off his glove or even reading 
the instrument. 

‘ What is this ? ’ he said, looking at another and separate 
parchment of much briefer contents. ‘ Must my kinsman Charles 
have both the Sicilies, Catalonia, Naples, and Jerusalem, as well 
as the poor remainder of Provence ? Methinks, in decency, some 
greater e^ent of parchment should have been allowed to so 
ample a cession.’ 

‘'J’hat deed,’ said Margaret, ‘only disowns and ^relinquishes 
all countenance of Fcrrand do Vaudemont’s rash attempt on 
Lorraine, and renounces all quarrel on that account against 
Charles of Burgundy.’ 

For once Maj-garet miscalculated the tractability of her father’s 
temper. Rene ]:)ositively started, coloured, and stammered with 
])assion, as he interrupted her — ‘ Only disown — only relinquish 
— only renounce the cause of my grandchild, the son of my 
dear Yolande — his rightful clahns on his mother’s inheritance ! 
Margaret, I am ashamed for thee. 1’hy pride is an excuse 
for thy evil Lanper; but what is pride worth which can stoop 
to commit an act of dishonoui’able meanness? To desert, nay, 
disown, my own flesh and blood, because the youth is a bold 
knight under shi(?ld aval disposed to battle for his right — I 
wei'c worthy that har]) and horn rung out shame on me, should 
I listen to thee.’ 

Margaret was overcome in some measure by the old man’s 
unex]jccted opposition. She endeavoured, however, to show 
that there was no occasion, in point of honour, why Rend 
should engage i]i tlu’ cause of a wild adventurer, whose right, 
ho it good, bo it. had, was only upheld by some petty and under- 
hand supplies of money from France, and the countenance of a 
few of the restless banditti who inhabit the bordei's of all nations. 
P»ut, ere Rene could answer, voices, raised to an unusual pitch, 
were lieard in the ante chamber, the door of which was flung 
open by an armed knight, covered with dust, who exhibited all 
the marks of a long journey. 

‘ ITi'i'e I am,’ he said, ‘father of my mother — behold your 
grandson - lYrrand do Vaudemont ; the son of your lost Yolande 
kneels at your feet, and implores a blessing on him and his 
enterprise.’ 

‘ Thou hast it,’ replied Rene, ‘^and may it prosper with thee, 
gallant youth, image of thy sainted mother — my blessings, my 
prayers, my hopes, go with you ! ’ 

‘ And you, fair aunt of England,’ said the young knight, 
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add^sidng Mai|faj*et — ‘you who are ycmrself dispossessed by 
trai^rs, you not own the cause of la kinsman who is strug- 
gling for his inheritance V 

*1 wish all good to your person, fair nephew,’ answered the 
Queen of England, ‘altnpugh your features are strange to me. 
But to advise this old man to adopt your cause, when, it is des- 
perate in the eyes of all wise men, were impious madness.’ 

‘ Is my cause, then, so desperate V said Ferrand ; ‘ forgive me 
if I was not .^ware of it. And does my aunt Margaret say this, 
whose strength of niind supported Lancaster so long, after the 
spirits of her wajriors had been quelled by defeat? What — 
forgive me, for my cause must be pleaded — what would you 
have said had my mother Yolande been capable to advise her 
father to disown your own Edward, had God permitted him to 
reach Provence in safety ? ’ * 

‘Edward,’ said Margaret, weeping as she spoke, ‘was in- 
capable of desiring his friends to espouse a quarrel that was 
irremediable. His, too, was a cause for which mighty princes 
and peers laid lance in rest.' 

‘Yet Heaven blessed it not ' said Vaudcmont. 

‘ Thine,’ continued Margaret, ‘ is but embraced by the robber 
nobles of Germany, the upstart burghers of tlie llhine cities, 
the paltry and clownish confederates of the cantons.’ 

‘ But Heaven has hless'ed it^ replied Vaudemont. ‘ Know, 
proud w^oman, that I come to interrupt your treacherous in- 
trigues — no petty adventurer, subsisting and maintaining war- 
fare by sleight rather than force, but a conqueror from a bloody 
field of battle, in which Heaven has tamed the pride of the 
tyrant of Burgundy.’ 

‘ It is false !’ said the Queen, starting. ‘ I believe it not.’ 

‘ It is true,’ said De Vaudemont, ‘ as true as Heaven is above 
us. It is four days since I left the field of Granson, heaped 
with Burgundy’s mercenaries ; his wealth, his jewels, his plate, 
his magnificent decorations, the prize of the poor Swiss, who 
scarce can tell their value. Know you this, Queen Margaret ? ’ 
continued the young soldier, showing the well-known jewel 
which decorated the Duke’s order of the Golden Fleece ; ‘ think 
you not the lion was closely hunted when he left such trophies 
as these behind him V 

Margaret looked with dazzled eyes and bewildered thoughts 
upon a token which confirmed the Duke’s defeat, and the ex- 
tinction of her last hopes. Her father, on the contrary, was 
struck with the heroism of the young warrior--a quality which, 
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except as it existed in his daughter Margaret, had, he feared,, 
taken leave of his familjjr.. Admiring in his heart the youth 
who exposed himself to danger for the meed of praise^ almost 
as much as he did the poets by whom the. warrior^S' tamo is 
rendered immortal, he hugged his grandson to his bosonv, bid- 
ding him ‘ gird on his sword in strength/ and assuring him, if 
money could advance his affairs, he, King Ken^ could command 
ten thousand crowns, ally pait^ or the whole, of which was at 
Ferrand^s command ; thus giving proof of what had been said of 
him, that his head was incapable of containing two ideas at the 
same time. 

We return to Arthur, who, with the Queen of England's sec- 
retary, Mordaunt, had been not a little surprised by the entrance 
of the Count do Yaudemont, calling himself Duke of Lorraine, 
into the ante-room, in which they kept a kind of guard, followed 
by a tall strong Swiss, with a huge halberd over his shoulder. 
The prince naming himself, Arthur did not think it becoming 
to oppose his entrance to the presence of his grandfather and 
aunt, especially as it was obvious that his opposition must have 
created an affray. In the huge staring*^albjprdier, who had 
sense enough to remain in the ante-room, Arthuf was not a little 
surprised to recognise Sigismund Biederman, who, after staring 
wildly at him for a moment, like a dog which suddenly recog- 
nises a favourite, rushed up to the young Englishman wdth a 
wild cry of gladness, and iii hurried accents told him how happy 
he was to meet with him, and that he had matters of importance 
to tell him. It was at no time easy for Sigismund to arrange 
his ideas, aiid now they were altogether confused by the triumph- 
ant Joy which lie expressed for the recent victory of his country- 
men over the Duke of Burgundy ; and it was with wonder that 
Arthur heard his confused and rude, but faithful, tale. 

‘ Look you, King Arthur, the Duke had come up with his 
liiige army as far as Granson, w^hich is near the outlet of the 
giH3at lake of Neufchatel.'* There were five or six hundred Con- 
federates in the place, and they held it till provisions failed, 
and then you know they were forced to give it over. But, 
though hunger is hard to hear, they had better Jiave borne it a 
day or two longer, for the butcher Charles hung them all up 
by ’ the neck, upon trees round the place ; and there was no 
swallowing for them, you know, after such usage as that. 
Meanwhile, all was busy on our hills, and every man that had 
a sword or lance accoutred himself with it. We met at Neuf- 
cfiatel, and some Germans joined us with the noble Duke of 
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Lorraine. Ah, King Arthur, there is a leader! we all think 
him second but to Rudolph of Donnerhugel. You saw him 
^even now — it was he that went into that room ; and you saw 
him before — it is he that was the Blue Knight of Bale ; but we 
called him Laurenz then, for Rudolph said his presence among 
us must not be known to our father, and I did not know my- 
self at that time who he really was. Well, when wi' came to 
Neufchatel we were a goodly company : we were fifteen thou- 
sand stout Confederates, and of others, Germans and Lorraine 
men, I will warrant you five thousand more. We heard that 
the Burgundian was sixty thousand in the field ; but we heard, 
at the same time, that Charles had hung up our brethren like 
dogs, and the man was not among us — among the Confederates, 
I mean — who would stay to count heads, when the question 
was to avenge them. 1 would you could have heard the roar 
of fifteen thousand Swiss demanding to be led against the 
butcher of their brethren I My father liimself, who, you know, 
is usually so eager for peace, now gave the first voice foi’ battle; 
so, in the grey of the morning, we descended the lake towards 
Grauson, with tears in our eyes and wea])ons in our hands, 
determined to liavc aeath or vengeance. We came to a sort of 
strait, between Vauxmoreux and the lake; there were horse on. 
the level ground between the mountain and the lake, and a 
large body of infantry on the side of tlie hill. The Duke of 
Lorraine and his followers engage^l the horse, while wo climbed 
the hill to dispo.sscss the infantry. It was witii us the afiair 
of a moment. Every man of us was at home among tlic crags, 
and Charles’s men were stuck among th(‘m as t}u>u w(‘rt, Arthur, 
when thou didst first come to (ieiersti'in. But there were no 
kind maidens to lend them their hands to help them down. 
No — no, there were pikes, clubs, and halberds, many a, on*', 
to dash and thrust them from places when* tliey could hardly 
keep their feet had there been no one todist-urb tlu'in. Su (he 
horsemen, pushed by tiie Lorrainers, and seeing us n[)oji their 
flanks, fled as fast as their horses could <;arry tliein. Tluai we 
drew together again on a fair field, which is hvon n/z/z/yugau, as 
the Italian says, where the hills retire from the lake. But lo 
you, we had scarce arrayed our ranks, when we iieard such a 
din and clash Of instruments, such a trample of tlieir great 
horses, such a shouting and crying of men, as if all the .soldiers, 
and all the minstrels, in France and (Germany, wi^ro striving 
which should make the loudest noise. Then there was a luigo 
cloud of dust approaching us, and we began to s* e we must do 
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or die, for this was Charles and his whole army come to sup« 
port his vanguard. A blast from the mountain dispersed the 
dust, for they had halted to prepare for battle. O, good 
Arthur, you would have given ten years of life but to have 
seen the sight ! 'l^licre were thousands' of horse all in complete 
array, glancing against the sun, and huodreds of knights with 
crowns gf gold and silver on their helmets, and thick masses of 
spears on foot, and cannon, as they call them. I did not know 
what things they were which they drew on heavily with bul- 
locks and placed before their army, but I knew ^nore of them 
before the morning was over. Well, we were ordered to draw 
up in a hollcnv square, as we are taught at exercise, and before 
we pushed forwards, we were commanded, as is the godly rule 
and guise of our warfare, to kneel down and pray to God, Our 
Lady, and the blessed saints ; and we afterwards learned that 
( diaries, in his arrogance, thought w^c asked for mercy. Ha ! 
lia ! ha ! a pro])er jest. If my father once knelt to him, it was 
for the sake of (diristian blood and godly ].)eace ; but on the 
field of battle, Arnold Ih'ederman would not have knelt to him 
and bis whole chivalry, though he had stood alone with his 
s(ms on tliat field. Well, but (Jliarlesf sup^posing asked 
grace, was determined to show us that we had asked it at a 
gract'less face', for he cried, ‘^Fire iny cannon on the coward 
slaves; it is all the mercy they diave to expect from me!^' 
r>ang — bang bang- off went the things I told you of, like 
I bunder and lightning; and some mischief they did, but the 
less tliat we wi're kneeling, and the saints doubtless gave the 
huge balls hoist ov('r the heads of those who were asking 
gi'ace from tlu'iu, but from no mortal creatures. So we had 
the sigmd to rise and rush on, and 1 promise you there were 
no sluggards. K.very man felt ten men’s strength. My hal- 
berd is no child’s toy if you have forgotten it, there it is — 
<nid yet it- tremhlcd in my grasp as if it had been a willow 
wand to drive cows witli. On Ave went, when suddenly the 
cannon wer(3 sileiit, and the earth shook Avith another and con- 
tinued growl and battering, like thunder under ground. It 
Avas the mcmat-anns rusJnng to charge us. But our leaders 
knew their trgde, and had seen such a sight before; it was, 
Halt, halt — kneel doAvii in the front — stoop in the second rank 
-close shoulder to shoulder like brethren — lean all spears for- 
ward and receive them like an iron wall I ” On they rushed, 
and there Avas a rending of lances that aaouM have served the 
Unterwakli'U old women with splinters of firewood for a twelve- 
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month. Down went armed horsQ — down went accoutred 
knight — down went banner and bannerman — down went peaked 
boot and crowned helmet, and of those who fell not a man 
escaped with life. So they drew off in confusion, and were 
getting in order to charge. again, when the noble Duke Ferrand 
and his horsemen dashed at them in their own way, and we 
moved onward to support him. Thus on we pressed, tand the 
foot hardly waited for us, seeing their cavalry so handled. 
Then if you had seen the dust and heard the blows ! The noise 
of a hundred thousand thrashers, the flight of the chaff which 
they drive about, would be but a type of it. On my word, I 
almost thought it shame to dash about my halberd, the rout 
was so helplessly piteous. Hundreds were slain unresisting, 
and the whole army was in complete flight.’ 

* My father — my father ! ’ exclaimed Arthur ; ^ in such a 
rout, what can have become of him ? ’ 

‘He escaped safely,’ said the Swiss — Mled with Charles.’ 

‘It must have been a bloody field ere he fled,’ re[)lied tlie 
Englishman. 

‘ Nay,’ answered Si^'ismund, ‘lie took no part in tiie fight, 
but merely rem{finedM>y Charles; and prisoners said it was 
well for us, for that he is a man of great counsel and {iction in 
the wars. And as to flying, a man in such a matter tnnst go 
back if he cannot press forward, and there is no sliame in it, 
especially if you be not engaged in your own person.’ 

As he spoke thus, their conversation was interrujAed bv 
Mordaiint, with ‘Hush- hush, the King and (hieen eoino 
forth.’ 

‘What am I to do?’ said Sigisnnnid, in some alarm. ‘I 
care not for the Duke of Lorraine; l)ut what ain I to do wiion 
kings and queens enter ? ’ 

‘Do nothing but rise, unboimet yrairself, aial }»e sjJenl./ 

Sigismund did as he was direet(‘d. 

King Reno came forth arm in arm with his grandson ; end 
Margaret followed, with deep disa])pointment and vex.uion (»n 
her brow. She signed to Arthur as she jrissed, and said in- 
him — ‘Make thyself masterof thetrufkof this most iiiawpc^ ted 
news, and bring the particulars to me. Mordaunt will introduce 
thee.’ 

She then cast a look on the young Swiss, and rt‘}»lii‘d 
courteously to his awkward .salutation, ddio royal ]>arty then 
left the room, Reno bent on carrying Ids grandson b) the 
sporting-party, which had been interrupted, and Margaret to 
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seek the solitude of her private apartment, and await the 
confirmation of what she regarded as evil tidings. 

They were no sooner passed, than Sigismund observed — 

^ And so that is a king and queen 1 Peste ! the King looks 
somewhat like old Jacomo, the violer, that used to scrape on 
the fiddle to us when lie came to Geierstein in his rounds. But 
the Queen is a stately creature. The chief cow of the herd, 
who carries the bouquets and . garlands, and leads the rest to 
the chalet, has not a statelier pace. And how deftly you 
approached her and spoke to her ! I could not'’ have done it 
with so much grace. But it is like that you have served 
apprentice to the court trade 

‘Leave that for the present, good Sigismund,’ answered 
Arthur, ‘and tell me more of this battle.’ 

‘ By St, Mary, but 1 must have sonic victuals and drink first,’ 
said Sigismund, ‘if your credit in this fine place reaches so far.’ 

‘Doubt it not, Sigismund,’ said Arthur; and, by the inter- 
vention of Mordaiint, ho easily procured, in a’more retired apart- 
ment, a collation and wiiu', to which the young Biederman did 
great honour, smacking his lijis with hnich gusto after the 
delicious wines, to which, in spite of his^ father’s ascetic pre- 
ce]>ts, his j)jilat(i was ])eginning to be considerably formed and 
habituated. When he found himself alone with a flask of c6t6 
roti and a biscuit, and his friend Arthur, he was easily led to 
continue his tale of con(|uest. 

‘ Well--where was 1 ? Oh, where we broke their infantry — 
well they never rallied, and fell into greater confusion at every 
— and ive might ha ve slaughtered one half of them, had we 
ii(.)t stopt to examine (diarh's’s camp. Mercy on us, Arthur, 
what a sight was theiv ! Lvery pavilion was full of rich clothes, 
splendid armour, and great dishes and flagons, wdiich some men 
said were of silver; but I knew there was not so much silver in 
the world, and was sun; th(‘y must be of pew'ter, rarely burnished. 
Mere there were liosts of laeed lackeys, and grooms, and pages, 
and as many attendants as there w'cre soldiers in the army; 
and thousands, for what 1 knewy of pretty maidens. By the 
same token, both menials and maidens placed themselves at 
the disposal of. the victors ; but 1 promise you that my father 
was right severe on any wdio wmuld abuse the rights of war. 
But some of our young men did not mind him, till he taught 
them obedience with the staff of his halberd. Well, Arthur, 
there was fine plundering, for the Germans and French that 
were with us rilled everything, and some of our men followed 
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the example — it is very catching. So I got into Charleses own 
pavilion, where Rudolph and some of his people were trying to 
keep out every one, that he might have the spoiling of it 
himself, I think ; but neither he nor any Bernese of them all 
dared lay truncheon over my pate ; so I entered, and saw them 
putting piles of pewter- trenchers, so clean as to look like silver, 
into chests and trunks. I pressed through them into the inner 
place, and there was Charles’s pallet-bed — I will do him justice, 
it was the only hard one in liis camp — and there were fine 
sparkling stdiies and pebbles lying about among gauntlets, 
boots, vambraces, and such like gear. So 1 thought of your 
father and you, and looked for something, when what should I 
see but my old friend here (hei*e he drew Queen Margaret’s neck 
lace from his bosom), which I knew, because you remember 1 
recovered it from the ^charfyerichtev at Brisach. “ Oho ! you 
pretty sparklers,” said I, ‘\you shall bo Burgundian no longer, 

but go back to my honest English friends,” and therefore ’ 

‘It is of immense value,’ said Arthur, ‘and belongs not to 
my father or to me, but to the (pieen you saw but now.’ 

‘ And she will beconie it rarely,’ answered Sigismund. ‘ Wevo 
she but a score, br a 't>core and a half, years younger, she were 
a gallant wife for a Swiss landholder. 1 would warrant her to 
keep his household in high order.’ 

‘She will reward thee liberally bn* recovering her ])ro])erty,’ 
said Arthur, scarce suppressing a sjuile at the idea of the ]a‘oud 
Margaret becoming the housewife of a Swiss sh('pherd. 

‘How — reward !’ said the Swiss. ‘Bethink tliee 1 am Sigis- 
mund Biederman, the son of the Landanunan of rnterwalden. 

I am not a base lanzknecht, to be ]>aid for {;(mrt(?sy with piastres. 
Let her grant me a kind word of tluinks, or the matter of e 
kiss, and I am well contented,’ 

‘A kiss of her hand, perha})S,’ said Arthur, again smiling at 
his friend’s simjdicity. 

‘ Umph, the hand ! Well, it. may do for a. oucen of some tifty 
years and odd, but would be poor homage to a (^)iu.‘en of May,’ 
Arthur here brought back tin; youth to the s»d)j(M;t of his 
battle, and learned that tin; slaugliter. of the Ihika.^’s forct's ju 
the flight had been in no degree cfpial to the importance *of 
the action. 

‘Many rode off on horseback,’ saki Sigismund; ‘and our 
German reiters flew on the spoil, when they should have; 
followed the chase. And beskles, to Speak t.ruth, (diarlovs’s 
camp delayed our very selves in the pursuit ; but had wc; gone 
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half a mile further, and seen our friends hanging on trees, not 
a Confederate would have stopped from the chase while he had 
limbs to carry him in pursuit.’ 

‘ And what has become of the Duke ? ’ 

‘ Charles has retreated into Burgundy, like a boar who has 
felt the touch of the spear, and is more enraged than hurt ; 
but is, they say, sad and sulky. Others report that he has 
collected all his scattered army, and immense forces besides, 
and has screwed his subjects to give him money, so that we 
may expect another brush. But all Switzerlanc? will join us 
after such a victory.’ 

‘ And my father is with him 1 ’ said Arthur. 

‘ Truly he is, and has in a right godly manner tried to set 
afoot a treaty of peace with my own father. But it will scarce 
succeed. Charles is as mad as ever; and our people are right 
proud of our victory, and so they well may. Nevertheless, my 
father for ever preaclies that Such victories, and such heaps of 
woaltb, will change our ancient manners, and that the plough- 
man will leave his labour to turn soldier. He says much about 
it ; but why money, choice meat and wibe, and line clothing 
should do so much liarm, I cannot bring my pclor brains to see. 
y\nd many better heads than mine are as much puzzled. 
Here’s to you, friend Arthur. This is choice liquor.’ 

‘And wha.t brings you and your general. Prince Ferrand, 
post to Nancy [Aix]'.^’ said the young Englishman. 

‘ Faith, you are yoiu’self tlie cause of our journey.’ 

‘ 1 tlie caused said Arthur. ‘Why, how could that be?’ 

‘ Why, it is said you and C^ueen Margaret arc urging this 
old Hddling King Uene to yield up his territories to Charles, 
and to disown Fei'rand in his claim upon Lorraine. And the 
Duke of Lorraine sent a man that you know well — that is, you 
do not know hijn^ but you know some of his family, and he 
knows more (d’ you than you wot — to ])ut a spoke in your 
wheel, and ])revent your getting for Charles the county of 
Provenc(‘, or [ueveiitiiJg Ferrand being troubled or traversed in 
his natural rights over Lorraine.’ 

‘ On my word, Sigisimwid, I cannot comprehend you,’ said 
A rlfnir. 

’ ‘Well,’ replied the Swiss, ‘my lot is a hard one. All our 
house say that 1 can comprehend nothing, and I shall be next 
told that nobody can compreheiid me. Well, in plain language, 

T mean my uncle, Count Albert, as he rails himself, of Geier- 
stein — my father’s brother.’ 
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‘ Anne of Geierstein^s father ! ' echoed Arthur. 

‘ Ay, truly ; I thought we should find some mark to make 
you know him by.^ 

‘ But I never saw him.’ 

‘Ay, but you have thcmgh. An able man he is, and knows 
more of every man’s business than the man does himself. 
Oh ! it was not for nothing that he married the daughter of a 
salamander ! ’ 

‘Pshaw, Sigismund, how can you believe that nonsense?’ 
answered Art'liur. 

‘Rudolph told me you were as much bewildered as I was 
that night at Graffslust,’ answered the Swiss. 

‘ If I were so, I was the greater ass for my pains,’ answered 
Arthur. 

‘ Well, but this uncle of mine has got some of the old con- 
juring books from the library at Arnhcim, and they say he can 
pass from place to place with more than mortiil speed ; and 
that he is helped in his designs by mightier counsellors than 
mere men. Always, however, thougli so able and highly 
endowed, his gifts, whether coming from a lawful or unlawful 
quarter, bring him ho abiding advantage. lie is eternally 
plunged into strife and danger.’ 

‘I know few particulars of his life,’ said Artiuu:, disguising 
as much as he could his anxiety to hear more f)f him j ‘ but 1 
have heard that he left Switzerland to join the Emperor.’ 

‘True,’ answered the young Swiss, ‘and marrieil the young 
Baroness of Arnheim ; but afterwards he incurred my name- 
sake’s imperial displeasure, and not less that of th(3 Duke of 
Austria. They say you cannot liv(‘ in Rome and strive with 
the Pope; so my uncle thought it best to cross the Rhine, and 
betake himself to Charles’s court, who willingly received noble 
men from all countries, so that they had good sounding nana^s, 
with the title of count, m.anjuis, iiaron, f)r suciidike, to march 
in front of them, my uncle was most kindly naeivtd ; bat 
within this year or two all this friendship has been broken up. 
Uncle Albert obtained a gi'eat h'ad in some mysterious socit* 
ties, of which Charles disapproved, and sid. so hard at my poor 
uncle, that he wgs fain to take orders ami sliava' liis hair, r;#hej 
than lose his head. Rut, though he cut olT his- hair, his brain 
remains as busy as ever ; and althougli the Duke sufl'eved him 
to be at large, yet he found hhii so often in his w?i\% that all 
men l>elieved he waited hut an excuse for seizing upon him and 
putting him to death. But my uncle p<*rsists that he fears not 
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Charles ; and that, dnke as he is, Charles has more occasion to 
be afraid of him. And so you saw how boldly he played his 
part at La Ferette.’ 

‘ By St. George of Windsor,’ exclaimed Arthur, ‘ the black 
priest of St. Paul’s ! ’ 

‘ Oh ho ! you understand me now. Well, he took it upon 
him tha^ Charles would not dare to punish him for his share in 
De Hagenbach’s death ; and no more did he, although uncle 
Albert sat and voted in the Estates of Burgundy, and stirred 
them up all he could to refuse giving Charles the money he 
asked of them. But when the Swiss war broke out, uncle 
Albert became assured his being a clergyman would be no 
longer his protection, and that the Duke intended to have him 
accused of corresponding with his brother and countrymen ; 
and so he appeared suddenly in Ferrand’s camp at Neufchatel, 
and sent a message to Charles that he renounced his allegi- 
ance, and bid him defiance.’ 

‘A singular story of an active and versatile man,’ said the 
young Englishman. 

‘Oh, you may seek the world for a man like uncle Albert. 
Then he knows everything; and he tokf Duke Ferrand what 
you were about hc^re, and ollered to go and bring more certain 
information ; ay, though he left the Swiss camj) but five or six 
days before the battle, and the distance between Arles * and 
Neufchatel be four hundred miles complete, yet he met him on 
liis, return, when Duke Ferrand, witli me to sliow him the way, 
was hastening hitherward, having set off from the very field of 
battle.’ 

‘Met him!’ said Arthur. ‘Mot whom? Met the black 
pi'iest of St. PauTs ? ’ 

‘ Ay, 1 mean so,’ replied Sigismuud ; ‘ but he was habited as 
a Car me life monk.’ 

‘ A Carmelite !’ said Arthur, a sudden light flashing on him; 
‘and 1 was so Iflind as to recommend his services to the Queen! 

I remember well tl»at be ke})t his face much concealed in his 
eo\\l; and I, foolish beast, to fall so grossly into the snare I 
And 3'et perhaps it is as well the transaction was interrupted, 
since 1 fear, if carried successfully through, all must have been 
disconcerted by this astounding defeat.’ 

Their conversation had thus far proceeded, when Mordaimt, 
appearing, summoned Arthur to* his royal mistress’s apartment. 

' [Slioiilrl b(i Ai.x ; the true diatauco from Neufcliatel to Aix is about two hundred 
and lifty miles,] 
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In that gay palace, a gloomy room, whose windows looked upon 
some part of the ruins of the Roman edifice, but excluded every 
other object, save broken walls and tottering columns, was the 
retreat which Margaret had chosen for her own. She received 
Albert [Arthur] with a kindness more touching that it was the 
inmate of so proud and fiery a disposition — of a heart assailed 
with many woes, and feeling them severely. « 

‘ Alas, poor Arthur ! * she said, ‘ thy life begins where thy 
father^s threatens to end, in useless labour to save a sinking 
vessel. The rushing leak pours in its waters faster than 
human force can lighten or discharge. All — all goes wrong 
when our unhappy cause becomes connected with it. Strength 
becomes weakness, wisdom folly, and valour cowardice. . The 
Duke of Burgundy, hitherto victorious in all his bold under- 
takings, has but to entertain the momentary thought of yield- 
ing succour to Lancaster, and behold his sword is broken by 
a peasant’s flail ; and his disciplined army, held to be the 
finest in the world, flics like chaff before the wind ; wliilc their 
spoils arc divided by renegade (Icrman hirelings and barbar- 
ous Alpine shepherds ! What more hast thou learned of this 
strange talc ? ’ 

‘Little, madam, but what you have hoard. The worst* 
additions arc, that the battle was shamefully cowai'diike, and 
completely lost, with every advantage to have won it; the 
best, that the Burgundian army has V)een rather dis]>ersed than 
destroyed, and that the Duke himself lias (‘sea})c;d, and is rally 
ing his forces in Upper Burgundy.’ 

‘To sustain a new defeat, or engage in a hr<it.raet('d and 
doubtful contest, fatal to his reputation as defeat itself. 
.Where is thy father ? ’ 

‘With the Duke, Jnadam, as I have }>eeu infonmid,' replied 
Arthur. 

‘Hie to him, and say] charge* him to look after his ow n 
safety, and care no fartlier for my intere.sts. Tins last blow 
has sunk me : T arn without an ally, without ;i frif'ud, without 
treasure ’ 

‘Not so, madauj,’ rejdied Artlfur. ‘fine [»ieeo of good 
fortune has bntught back to your (iraes; this inestimahle r(di<^ 
of your fortunes.’ And producing the* preeioiis majklace, h<' 
gave the history of its recovery. 

‘I rejoice at the chance whfeh lia.s restored tla'se <lia.monds/ 
said the Queen, ‘that in point of gratitude, at least, 1 niay not 
be utterly bankrupt. Carry them to your father; t(dl him mv 
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schemes are over, and my heart, which so long clung to hope, 
is broken at last. Tell him the trinkets are his own, and to 
his own use let him apply them. They will but poorjy repay 
the noble earldom of Oxford, lost in the cause of her who sends 
them.’ 

* Royal madam,’ said the youth, ‘ be assured my father would 
sooner IWe by service as a schivarzreiter than become a burden 
on your misfortunes.’ 

‘ Ho never yet disobeyed command of mine,’ said Margaret ; 
^ and this is the last I will lay upon him. If he®is too rich or 
too proud to benefit by his queen’s behest, he will find enough 
of poor Lancastrians who have fewer means or fewer scruples.’ 

‘ There is yet a circumstance I have to communicate,’ said 
Arthur, and recounted the history of Albert of Geierstein, and 
the disguise of a Carmelite monk. 

‘Are you such a fool,’ answered the Queen, ‘as to suppose 
this man has any supernatural powers to aid him in his am- 
bitious projects and his hasty journeys'?’ 

‘ No, madam ; but it is whispered that the Count Albert of 
Geierstein, or this black priest of St. Pahl’s, is a chief amongst 
the secret societies of Germany, which cveti princes dread whilst 
they hate them ; for tiic man that can command a hundred 
daggers must be feared even by those who rule thousands of 
swords.’ 

‘Can this person,’ said the Queen, ‘being now a churchman, 
retain authority amongst those who deal in life and death ? It 
is contrary to the canons.’ 

‘It would seem so, royal madam; but everything in these 
dark institutions diflcrs from what is practised in the light of 
day. Prelates are often heads of a Vehmique bench, and the 
Archbisho[) of Cologne exercises the dreadful office of their 
chief, as Duke of Westphalia, the principal region in which 
these societies flourish.* Such privileges attach to the secret 
influence of the chiefs of this dark association as may well 
seem supernatural to those who are unapprised of circum- 
stances of wliich men shun to speak in plain terms.’ 

‘Let him be wizard or assassin,’ said the Queen, ‘I thank 
him for having contributed to interrupt my plan of the old 
man’s cession of Provence, which, as events stand, would have 
stripped Rene of his dominions, without furthering our plan of 
invading England. Once morej be stirring with the dawn, and 
bend thy way back to thy father, and charge him to care for 

* See Head of the Vehmic Tribunals. Note 10. 
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himself and think no more of me. Bretagne, where the heir 
of Lancaster resides, will be the safest place of refuge for its 
bravest followers. Along the Rhine, the Invisible Tribunal, it 
would seem, haunts both shores, and to be innocent of ill is no 
security ; even here the proposed treaty with Burgundy may 
take air, and the Proveri 9 aux carry daggers as well as crooks 
^d pipes. But I hear the horses fast returning from the 
hawking-party, and the silly old man, forgetting all the event- 
ful proceedings of the day, whistling as he ascends the steps. 
Well, we will soon part, and my removal will be, 1 think, 
a relief to him. Prepare for banquet and ball, for noise and 
nonsense — above all, to bid adieu to Aix with morning dawn.^ 

Thus dismissed from the Queen’s presence, Arthur’s first 
care was to summon Thiobault to have all things in readiness 
for his departure ; his next to prepare himself for the pleasures 
of the evening, not perhaps so heavily afiocted by the failure 
of his negotiation as to bo incapable of consolation in such a 
scene ; for the truth was, that his mind secretly revolted at 
the thoughts of the simple old king being des])oiled of his 
dominions to further an invasion of England, in which, wliat- 
ever interest he hiiglit have in his daughter’s riglits, there was 
little chance of success. 

If such feelings wore censurable, they liad tlieir punishment. 
Although few knew how coinpletel}^ tlie arrival of tlie Duke of 
Lorraine, and the intelligence he brought witli him, had dis 
concerted the plans of Queen Margaret, it was well known thero 
had been little love betwixt the Queen and his mother Yolaiide ; 
and the young prince found himself at tlie head of a numerous 
party in the court of his grandfather, who disliked his aunt’s 
haughty manners, and were wearied by the unceasing nu‘ Ian 
choly of her looks and conversation, and her undisguised con 
tempt of the frivolities which passed around her. iYu-ranti, 
Vjcsides, was young, handsome, a vi(;tor just arriviMl from a 
field of battle, fought gloriously, and gained against all chaneivs 
to the contrary. That he was a general favourite, and exchalod 
Arthur Philipson, as an adherent of the unjiopulai’ (^hieen, 

, from the notice her influence had on a f(»rmcr evening j»rocured 
him, was only a natural consequence of their relative condition. 
But what somewhat hurt Arthur’s feelings was to see his friend 
Sigismund the Simple, as his brethren called liim, shining with 
the reflected glory of the Duke Eorrand of Lorraine, who intro^ 
duced to all the ladies present the gallant young Swiss as 
Count Sigismund of Geierstein. His care Iiad pnxjurcd for Ids 
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follower a dress rather more suitable for such a scene than 
the country attire of the count, otherwise Sigisrnund Biederman. 

For a certain time, whatever of novelty is introduced into 
society is pleasing, though it has nothing else to recommend 
it. The Swiss were little known personally out of their own 
country, but they were much talked of ; it was a recommenda- 
tion to be of that country. Sigismund^s manners were blunt 
— a mixture of awkwardness and rudeness, which was tenned 
frankness during the moment of his favour. He spoke bad 
French and worse Italian ; it gave naivete to all he said. His 
limbs were too bulky to bo elegant; his dancing, for Count 
Sigisrnund failed not to dance, was the bounding and gambol- 
ling of a young elephant ; yet they were preferred to the 
handsome proportions and courtly movements of the youthful 
Englishman, even by the l>lack-eyed countess, in whose good 
graces Arthur had made some progress on the preceding 
evening. Arthur, thus thrown into the shade, felt as Mr. 
Pepys afterwards did when he tore his camlet cloak : the 
damage was not great, but it troubled him. 

Nevertheless, the passing evening brought him some re- 
venge. There are some works of art th? defects of which are 
not seen till they arc injudiciously placed in too strong a light, 
and such was the case with Sigismund the Simple. The quick- 
witted though fantastic Proven9aufc soon found out the heavi- 
ness of his intellect and the extent of his good-nature, and 
amused themselves at his expense by ironical compliments and 
well- veiled raillery. It is probable they would have been less 
delicate on the subject had not the Swiss brought into the 
dancing-room along with him his eternal halberd, the size, and 
weigiit, and thickness of whicli boded little good to any one 
whom the owner might detect in the act of making merry 
at his expense. But Sigisrnund did no further mischief that 
liiglit, except that., in achieving a superb entrechat, he alighted 
with his whole weight on the miniature foot of his pretty 
])artiier, which he wellnigh crushed to pieces. 

Arthur liad hitherto avoided looking towards Queen Mar- 
garet during the course of the evening, lest he should disturb 
her thoughts from the channel in which they were rolling, by 
seeming to lay a claim on her protection. But there was 
something so whimsical in the awkward physiognomy of the 
maladi-oit Swiss, that he could'^not help glancing an eye to the 
alcove where the (Queen’s chair of state was placed, to see if 
she observed him. The very first view was such as to rivet 
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his attention. Margaret’s head was reclined on the chair, her 
eyes scarcely open, her features drawn up and pinched, her 
hands closed with effort. The English lady of honour who 
stood bejiind her, old, deaf, and dim sighted, had not dis- 
covered anything in her mistress’s position more than the 
abstracted and indifferent' attitude with which the Queen was 
wont to be present in body and absent in mind during the 
festivities of the Provencal court. But when Arthur, greatly 
alarmed, came behind the seat to press her attention to her 
mistress, she exclaimed, after a minute’s investigation, ‘ Mother 
of Heaven, the Queen is dead ! ’ And it was so. It seemed 
that the last fibre of life in that fiery and ambitious mind had, 
as she herself prophesied, given way at the same time with 
the last thread of political hope. 



CHAPTER XXXIII 

Toll, toll the bell ! 

Greatness is o’ei-, 

The heart has broke, 

To aehe no more ; 

An unsubstantial pageant all ! 

Drop o’er the scene the funeral pall. 

Old Poem. 

The commotion nnd shrieks of fear and amazement which were 
excited among the ladies of the court by an event so singular 
and shocking liad begun to abate, and the sighs, more serious 
though less intrusive, of the few English attendants of the 
deceased queen began to be heard, togetMbr w ith the groans of 
old King Rene, whose emotions ^vere as acute as they were 
short-lived. Tlie leeches had held a busy but unavailing con- 
sultation, and the body that was once a queen’s was delivered 
to the priest of vSt. Sauveur, that beautiful church in which 
the spoils of p<agaii temples have contributed to fill up the 
magnificence of the Christian edifice. The stately pile was duly 
lighted up, and the funeral provided with such splendour as 
Aix could supply, d’he Queen’s papers being examined, it was 
found that Margaret, by disposing of jewels and living at Small 
expense, had realised the means of making a decent provision 
for life for her very few English attendants. Her diamond 
necklace, described in her last will as in the hands of an Eng- 
lish merchant named John Philq^son, or his son, or the price 
thero(jf, if by them sold or pledged, she left to the said John 
Philipson and his son Arthur Philipson, with a view to the 
prosecution of the design wdiich they had been destined to 
advance, or, if that should prove impossible, to their own use 
and profit. The charge of her funeral rites was wholly en- 
trusted to Arthur, called Philipson, with a request that they 
slioiild be conducted entirely aTter the forms observed in Eng- 
land. This trust was expressed in an addition to her will, 
signed the very day on which she died. 
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Arthur lost no time in despatching Thiebault express to his 
father with a letter, explaining, in such terms as he knew would 
• be understood, the tenor of all that had happened since he 
came to Aix, and above all, the death of Queen Margaret. 

Finally, he requested directions for his motions, since the 
necessary delay occupied by the obsequies of a person of such 
eminent rank must detain him at Aix till he should receive 
them. 

The old king sustained the shock of his daughter’s death so 
easily, that oii the second day after the event he was engaged 
in arranging a pompous procession for the funeral, and com- 
posing an elegy, to be sung to a tune also of liis own compos- 
ing, in honour of the deceased queen, who was likened to the 
goddesses of heathen mythology, and to Judith, Deborah, and 
all the other holy women, not to mention the saints of the 
Christian dispensation. It cannot be concealed that, when the 
first burst of grief was over, King Rene could not help feeling 
that Margaret’s death cut a political knot which he might have 
otherwise found it difficult to untie, and permitted him to take 
open part with his grandson, so far indeed as to afford him a 
considerable shale of the contents of the Provenyal treasuiy, 
which amounted to no larger sum than ten thousand crowns. 
Ferrand, having received the blessing of his grandfather in a 
form which his affairs rendered most important to him, returned 
to the resolutes whom he commandecl ; and with him, after 
a most loving farewell to Arthur, wont the stout but simple- 
minded young Swiss, Sigismund Biedorman. 

The little court of Aix were left to their mourning. King 
Ren6, for whom ceremonial and show, whether of a joyful <jr 
melancholy character, was always mattiu’ of importiin«,*e, woul<l 
willingly have bestowed on solemnising the ol)se(iuies of his 
daughter Margaret what remained of Ids revenue, but was 
prevented from doing so, partly by remonstrances from ids 
ministers, partly by the obstacles o{)posed by tlie young Eng- 
lishman, who, acting upon the presumed will of the dead, 
interfered to prevent any such fantastic exhibitions bei)ig prm 
duced at the obsequies of tlie (^ueen as had disgusted her 
during her life. 

The funeral, therefore, after many days had been spent in 
public prayers and acts of devotion, was solemnised with the 
mournful magnificence due to the birth of the deceased, arul 
with which the Church of Rome so well knows how to affect at 
once the eye, ear, and feelings. 
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Amid the various nobles who assisted on the solemn occa- 
sion, there was one who arrived just as the tolling of the great 
bells of St. Sauveur had announced that the procession was, 
already on its way to the cathedral. The stranger hastily ex- 
changed his travelling-dress for a suit of deep mourning, which 
was made after the fashion proper to England. So attired, he 
repaired,^ to the cathedral, where the noble mien of the cavalier 
imposed such respect on the attendants, that he was permitted 
to approach close to the side of the bier ; and it was across the 
coffin of the queen for whom he had acted aiid suffered so 
much that the gallant Earl of Oxford exchanged a melancholy 
glance with his son. Idic assistants, especially the English 
servants of Margaret, gazed on them both with respect and 
wonder, and the elder cavalier, in particular, seemed to them 
no unapt representative of the faithful subjects of England, 
paying their last duty at the tomb of her who had so long 
swayed the sce])tre, if not faiiltlessly, yet always with a bold 
and resolved hand. 

The last sound of the solemn dirge had died away, and 
Jilmost all the funeral attendants had retired, when the father 
and son still lingered in mournful silencoi beside the remains of 
their S(n'ereign. I'lie clergy at length approached, and inti- 
mated they were about to conclude the last duties, by remov- 
ing the body which had been lately occupied and animated by 
so haughty and restless a spirit to the dust, darkness, and 
silence of the vault, wdiere the long-descended Counts of Pro- 
vence awjiited dissolution. Six ])ri()sts raised the bier on their 
slKJuIders, others bore huge waxen torches before and behind 
the body, as tlu'y earned it down a j)rivate staircase which 
yawned in the floor to admit their descent. The last notes of 
the ro(piiem, in which the churchmen joined, had died away 
along llu^ high and fretted arches of the cathedral, the last 
Hash of light which arose from the mouth of the vault had 
glimmered and disappeared, when the Earl of Oxford, taking 
his son by the arm, led him in silence forth into a small cloistered 
court behind the building, where they found themselves alone. 
They were silent for a few minutes, for both, and particularly 
the father, wx're .deeply affected. At length the Earl spoke. 

‘ And this, then, is her end,’ said he. ‘ Here, royal lady, all 
that we have planned and pledged life upon falls to pieces with 
thy dissolution ! The heart -^f resolution, the head of policy 
is gone ; and what avails it that the limos of the enterprise 
still have motion and life? Alas, Margaret of Anjou! may 
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Heaven reward thy virtues, and absolve thee fro^a the conse- 
quence of thine errors ! Ek>th belonged to thy station, and if 
thou didst hoist too high a sail in prosperity, never lived there 
princess who defied more proudly the storms of adversity, or 
bore up against them with such dauntless nobility of deter- 
mination. With this ev6nt the drama has closed, and our 
parts, my son, are ended.’ 

‘We bear arms, then, against the infidels, my lord?’ said 
Arthur, with a sigh that was, however, hardly audible. 

‘Not,’ ansivered the Earl, ‘until I learn that Henry of 
Richmond, the undoubted heir of the house of Lancaster, has 
no occasion for my services. In these jewels of which you 
wrote me, so strangely lost and recovered, I may be able to 
supply him with resources more needful than either your 
services or mine. But I return no more to the camp of the 
Duke of Burgundy ; for in him there is no help.’ 

‘ Can it be possible that the power of so great a sovereign 
has been overthrown in one fatal battle V said Arthur. 

‘By no means,’ replied his father. ‘The loss at Granson 
was very great ; but ta the strength of Burgundy it is but a 
scratch on the shoulders of a giant. It is the spirit of Charles 
himself, his wisdom, at least, and his foresight, which have 
given way under the mortification of a defeat by such as he 
accounted inconsiderable enepiies, and expected to have trampled 
down with a few squadrons of his men-at-arms, llien his 
temper is become froward, peevish, and arbitrary, devoted to 
those who flatter and, as there is too much reason to believe, 
betray him, and suspicious of those counsellors who give him 
wholesome advice. Even I have hiul my share of distrust. 
Thou knowest I refused to bear aimis against our late hosts tlu.> 
Swiss, and he saw in that no reason for rejecting my attend- 
ance on his march. But since the defeat of Granson, I have 
observed a strong and sudden change, owing, perhafKS, in some 
degree to the insinuations of Campo-ba.sso, and not a little to 
the injured pride of the Duke, who was unwilling that an in- 
different person in my situation, and thinking as 1 <lo, should 
witness the disgrace of his arms. He spoke in my hearing of 
lukewarm friends, cold-blooded neutrals - of those who, not 
being with him, mu^t be again.st Inm. I tell thee, Arthur de 
Vere, the Duke has sfiid that which touched my honour m 
nearly, that nothing but the ^^ommands of Queen Margaret 
and the interests of the house of Lancaster could have made 
me remain in his camp. Tlmt is over. My royal mistress hm 
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no more occasion for my poor services ; the Duke can spare no 
aid to our cause, and if he could, we can no longer dispose of 
the only bribe which might have induced him to afford us 
succours. The power of seconding his views on Provence is 
buried with Margaret of Anjou.’ 

‘ What, then, is your purpose ? ’ demanded his son. 

‘ I propose,’ said Oxford, ‘ to wait at the court of King Rend 
until I can hear from the Earl of Richmond, as we must still call 
him. I am aware that banished men are rarely welcome at the 
court of a foreign prince ; but I have been the faijlhful follower 
of his daughter Margaret. 1 only propose to reside in disguise, 
and desire neither notice nor maintenance ; so methinks King 
Rene will not refuse to permit me to breathe the air of his 
dominions, until I learn in what direction fortune or duty shall 
call me.’ 

‘Be assured he will not,’ answered Arthur. ‘Rend is in- 
capable of a base or ignoble thought ; and if he could despise 
trifles as he detests dislionour, he might be ranked high in the 
list of monarchs.’ 

This resolution being adopted, the son presented his father 
at King Rene’s court, whom he privately ^nacU) acquainted that 
he was a man of (juality, and a distinguished Lancastrian. The 
good king would in his heart have preferred a guest of lighter 
accomplishments and gayer temper to Oxford, a statesman 
and a soldier of melancholy and grave habits^ The Earl w^as 
conscious of this, and seldom troubled his benevolent and light- 
hearted host with his presence. lie had, however, an oppor- 
tunity of rendering the old king a favour of peculiar value. 
This was in conducting an im})ortant treaty betwixt Rene and 
Louis XL of France, his nc])hcw. Upon that crafty monarch 
Rene finally settled liis princij)ality ; for the necessity of extri- 
cating liis altUirs by such a measure was now a|)parent even to 
liiinself, every thought of favouring Chai’les of Burgundy in 
the arrangenieut having died with Queen Margaret. The 
policy and wisdom of the English earl, who was entrusted with 
almost the sole charge of this secret and delicate measure, were 
of the utmost advantage to good King Rene, who was freed from 
personal and pecuniary vexations, and enabled to go piping and 
tabouring to his grave. Louis did not fail to propitiate the 
plenipotentiary, by throwing out distant hopes of aid to the 
efforts of the Lancastrian party in England. A faint and in- 
secure negotiation was entered into upoi the subject; and 
thcHO affairs, which rendered two jounieys to Paris necessary on 
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the part of Oxford and his son in the spring and summer of 
the year 1476, occupied them until that year was half spent. 

In the meanwhile, the wars of the Duke of Burgundy with 
the Swiss cantons and Count Ferrand of Lorraine continued 
to rage. Before midsummer 1476, Charles had assembled a 
new army of at least sixty thousand men, supported by one 
hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, for the purpose of^ invading 
Switzerland, where the warlike mountaineers easily levied a 
host of thirty thousand Switzers, now accounted almost in- 
vincible, and<,qalled upon their confederates, the Free Cities on 
the Rhine, to support them with a powerful body of cavalry. 
The first efforts of Charles were successful. He overran the 
Pays de Vaud, and recovered most of the places which he had 
lost after the defeat at Granson. But, instead of attempting to 
secure a well-defended frontier, or, what would have been still 
more politic, to achieve a peace upon equitable terms with his 
redoubtable neighbours, this most obstinate of princes resumed 
the purpose of penetrating into the recesses of the Alpine 
mountains, and chastising the mountaineers even within their 
own strongholds, though experience might have taught him 
the danger, nay, desperation, of the attempt. Thus tlio news 
received by Oxford and his son, when they returned to Aix in 
midsummer, was, that Duke Charles had advanced to Morat 
(or Murten), situated u[)oi\ a lake of the same name, at the 
very entrance of Switzerland. Here report said that Adrian 
de Bubenbei’g, a veteran knight of Herne, commanded and 
maintained the most obstinate di^fence, in ex])ectation of the 
relief which his countrymen were hastily assembling. 

* Alas, my old ))rothcr-in-arms ! ' seid the Karl to his son, on 
hearing these tidings, ‘this town besieged, these assaults re- 
pelled, this vicinity of an enemy’s country, this profound lake, 
these inaccessible cliffs, threaten a second part of the tragedy 
of Granson, more calamitous perhaps than even the former ! ’ 

On the last week of July [June], tlic capital of Provence was 
agitated by one of those unauthorised, yet generally received, 
rumours which transmit great events with incredible swiftness, 
as an apple flung from hand to hand by a number of peo[)le will 
pass a given space infinitely faster than if borne by the most 
rapid series of expresses, 'fhe report annuuueed a second defeat 
of the Burgundians, in terms so exaggerated as induced the Karl 
of Oxford to consider the greater part, if not the whole, as a 
fabrication. 



C'HAPTEE XXXIV 

And is tho hostile troop arrived, 

And have they won the day ? 

Tt nuist have been a bloody held 
Ere Darweiit fled away ! 

The EttrieJe Shepherd. 

Sleep did not close the eyes of the Earl of Oxford or his son ; 
for, although the success or defeat of tho Duke of Burgundy 
could not now he of importance to their own private or political 
alTairs, yet tho father did not cease to interest himself in the 
fate of his former companion-in-arms ; and the son, with the 
fire of youth, always eager after novel ^expected to find 
something to advance or thwart liis own })rogTess in every 
rcmarkahle event which agitated the world. 

Arthur had risen from his bed, and was in the act of attir- 
ing liimself, when tho tread of a horse arrested his attention. 
Jlc-had no sooner looked out of the window than, exclaiming, 
‘News, my fatlier — news from the army!’ he rushed into the 
street, where a cavalier, Avho appeared to have ridden very 
liard, was inquiring for the two Philipsons, father and son. 
lie l)a(l no difliculty in recognising Colvin, the master of the 
Ihirgundian ordnance. His ghastly look bespoke distress of 
mind ; his disordiwed array and broken armour, which seemed 
rusted with rain or stained with blood, gave the intelligence of 
some aH’ray in w Inch he had probably been worsted ; and so 
exhausled was his gallant steed, that it w^as with difficulty the 
animal coidd stand upright. The condition of the rider w^as 
not much better. Wlieji he alighted from his horse to greet 
Arthur, he reeled so much that he would have fallen without 
instant support, ifis horny eye had lost the power of specula- 
tion, his limbs possessed imperfectly that of motion, and it 
was w ith a half-suffiocated voices that he muttered, ‘ Only fatigue 
--waint of rest and of food.’ 

^ Cupulus in)varuni rcrum. 
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Arthur assisted him into the house, and refreshments were 
procured ; but he refused all except a bowl of wine, after 
tasting which he set it down, and looking at the Earl of Oxford 
with an eye of the deepest affliction, he ejaculated, ‘The Duke 
of Burgundy ! ’ 

* Slain ? ' replied the Earl ; ‘ I trust not ! ’ 

‘ It might have been better if he were,^ said the Englishman ; 
‘ but dishonour has come before death.’ 

‘ Defeated, then ? ’ said Oxford. 

‘ So completely and fearfully defeated,’ answered the soldier, 
‘ that all that I have seen of loss before was slight in com- 
parison.’ 

‘ But how or where ? ’ said the Earl of Oxford ; ‘ you were 
superior in numbers, as we were informed.’ 

‘Two to one at least,’ answered Colvin ; ‘and when I speak 
of our encounter at this moment, I could rend my flesh with 
my teeth for being here to tell such a tale of shame. We had 
sat down for about a week before that paltry town of Murten, 
or Morat, or whatever it is called. The governor, one of those 
stubborn mountain bears of Berne, bade us defiance. Ho would 
not even condescend "co shut his gates, but, when we summoned 
the town, retunicd for answer, we might enter if we pleased 
— we should be suit^ibly received. 1 would have tried to bring 
him to reason by a salvo or*two of artillery, but the Duke w^as 
too much irritated to listen to good counsel. Stimulated by 
that black traitor, Campo-basso, he deemed it l>etter to run 
forward with his whole force upon a place which, though 1 
could soon have battered it about their Cennan cars, was yet 
too strong to be carried by swords, lances, and hagbuts. We 
were beaten off with great loss, and much discouragement to 
the soldiers. We then commenced more regularly, and my 
batteries would have brought these mad Switzer’s to their senses. 
Walls and ramparts went down before the lusty cannoneers of 
Burgundy ; we were well secured also by in trenchments against 
those whom we heard of as approaching to raise tlm siege. But 
on the evening of the tw’entieth [twenty-first] of this month, we 
learned that they were close at hand, and Charles, consulting 
only his own bold spirit, advanced to meet them, relinquishing 
the advantage of bur batteries and strong position. By his 
orders, though against my own judgment, I accompanied him 
with twenty good pieces, and the'iiower of my people. Wo broke 
up on the next morning, and had not juivanced far before we saw 
the lances and thick array of halberds and two-handed swonls 
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which crested the mountain. Heaven, too, added its terrors : 
a thunderstorm, with all the fury of those tempestuous climates, 
descended on both armies, but did most annoyance to ours, 
as our troops, especially the Italians, were more sensible to the 
torrents of rain which poured down, and the rivulets which, 
swelled into torrents, inundated and disordered our position. 
The Duke for once saw it necessary to alter his purpose of 
instant battle. He rode up to me, and directed me to defend 
with the cannon the retreat which he was about to commence, 
adding, that he himself would in person sustain*^ me With the 
men-at-arms. The order was given to retreat. But the move- 
ment gave new spirit to an enemy already sufficiently audacious. 
The ranks of the Swiss instantly prostrated themselves in prayer 
— a practice on the field of battle wliicli I have ridiculed, but I 
will do so no more. When, after five minutes, they sprung again 
on their feet, and began to advance rapidly, sounding their horns 
and crying their war-cries with all their usual ferocity, behold, 
my lord, the clouds of heaven opened, sliedding on the Confeder- 
ates the blessed light of the returning sun, while our ranks were 
still in the gloom of the tempest. My men were discouraged. 
The host behind them was retreating ; thef sudden light thrown 
on the advancing Switzers showed along the mountains a pro- 
fusion of banners, a glancing of arms, giving to the enemy 
the appearance of double the numbers that had hitherto been 
visible to us. I exhorted my followers to stand fast, but in 
doing so I thought a thought, and spoke a word, which was a 
grievous sin. Stand fast, my brave cannoneers,” I said, “we 
will presently let them hear louder thunders, and show them 
more fatal lightnings, than their prayers have put down ! ” My 
men shouted. But it was an impious thought — a blasphemous 
speech, and evil came after it. We levelled our guns on the 
advancing masses as fairly as cannon were ever pointed : I can 
vouch it, for T laid the Grand Duchess of Burgundy myself. Ah, 
poor Duchess ! what rude hands manage thee now ! The volley 
was fired, and ere the smoke spread from the muzzles I could 
see many a man and many a banner go down. It was natural 
to think such a discharge •should have checked the attack, and 
wliilst the smoke hid the enemy from us, I nuide every effort 
aguiin to load our cannon, and anxiously endeavoured to look 
tlu'ough the mist to discover the state of our opponents. But 
ore our smoke was cleared away, or the cannon again loaded, 
they came headlong down on us, horse ana foot, old men and 
boys, men-at-arms and varlets, charging up to the muzzle of 
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the guns, and over them, with total disregard to their lives. 
My brave fellows were cut down, pierced through, and overrun, 
while they were again loading their pieces, nor do I believe 
that ^ single cannon was fired a second time.’ 

‘And the Duke — ’ said the Earl of Oxford, ‘did he not 
support you ? ’ 

‘Most loyally and bravely,’ answered Colvin, ‘with his own 
body-guard of Walloons and Burgundians. But a thousand 
Italian mercenaries went off, and never showed face again. The 
pass, too, was cumbered with the artillery, and in itself narrow, 
bordering on mountains and cliffs, a deep lake close beside. In 
short, it was a place totally unfit for horsemen to act in. In 
spite of the Duke’s utmost exertions, and those of the gallant 
Flemings who fought around him, all were borne back in 
complete disorder. I was on foot, fighting as I could, without 
hopes of my life, or indeed thoughts of saving it, when I saw 
the guns taken and my faithful cannoneers slain. But I saw 
Duke Charles hard pressed, and took my horse from my page 
that held him. Thou, too, art lost, my poor orphan boy ! 1 

could only aid Monsc^igneiir dc la Croyc and others to extri- 
cate the Duke. ** OuV retreat became a total rout, and when 
we reached our rear-guard, which wo had left strongly encamped, 
the banners of the Switzers were waving on our batteries, for 
a large division had made a circuit through mountain passes 
known only to themselves, and attacked our camp, vigorously 
seconded by that accursed Adrian dc Hubenberg, who sallied 
from the beleaguered town, so that our eritrcnchinents were 
stormed on both sides at once. 1 have more to say, but, having 
ridden day and night to bring you these evil tidings, my tongu(‘ 
clings to the roof of my mouth, an<l 1 feel that 1 can speak no 
more. The rest is all flight and massacre, disgraceful to every 
soldier that shared in it. For my part, I confess my con- 
tumelious self-confidence and insolence to man, as well as 
blasphemy to Heaven. If 1 live, it is but to hide my disgraced 
head in a cowl, and expiate the numerous sins of a ji^uadious 
life.’ 

With difficulty the brokeii-miiuh'd soldier was prevaile<l upon 
to take some nourishment and repose, together with an opiate 
which was prcscTibe'd by the jdiysician of King Ueiie, who rC’ 
commended it as necessary to ])rescrvo even the reason of his 
patient, exhausted by the evenfs of the battle and subsequent 
fatigue. 

The Earl of Oxford, dismissing other jussistanco, watched alter- 
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nately with his son at Colvin’s bedside. Notwithstanding the 
draught that had been administered, his repose was far from 
sound. Sudden starts, the perspiration which started from his 
brow, the distortions of his countenance, and the manner in 
which ho clenched his fists and flung about his limbs, showed 
that in his dreams ho was again encountering the terrors of a 
desperate* and forlorn combat. This lasted for several hours ; 
but about noon, fatigue and medicine prevailed over nervous 
excitation, and the defeated commander fell into a deep and um 
troubled repose till evening. About sunset he aw^akened, and, 
after learning with whom and where he was, he partook of re- 
freshments, and, without any apparent consciousness of having 
told them before, detailed once more all the particulars of the 
battle of Murten. 

‘It were little wide of truth,’ he said, ‘to calculate that one 
half of the Duke’s army fell by the sword or were driven into 
the lake. Those who esca])cd are great part of them scattered, 
never again to unite. Such a desperate and irretrievable rout 
was never witnessed. We fled like deer, sheep, or any other 
timid animals, which only remain in comf)any because they are. 
afraid to separate', but never think of ordci^ orbf defence.’ 

‘And the Duke'r said the Earl of Oxford. 

‘We hurried him with us,’ said the soldicj*, ‘rather from in- 
stinct than loyalty, as men flying from a conflagration snatch 
up what they have of value, without knowing what they arc 
(hang. Knight and knave, ofticer and soldier, fled in the same 
panic, and each blast of the horn of Uri in our rear added new 
wings to our flight.’ 

‘And tlie Duke?’ relocated Oxford. 

‘At flrst he resisted our (dforts, and strove to turn back on 
the foe ; but when the flight became general, he galloped along 
witli us, without a word spoken or a command issued. At first 
we thought his silence and ])assiveness, so unusual in a temper 
so fiery, w'ere fortunate for securing his personal safety. But 
Av la'll we ro<le the whole d;iy, without being able to obtain a 
word of ref)ly to all our ({uestions, Avhen he sternly refused re- 
freshments of eveiy kind, though he had tasted no food all that 
disastrous <lay, wlu'u every variation of his moody and uncertain 
le’injier was sunk into silent and sullen despair, we took counsel 
what wa,s to be done, and it was by the general voice that I was 
despat(*hedto entreat that you, for whose counsels alone Charles 
has been knowm to have had some occasional deference, would 
come instantly to his ]flacc of retreat, and exert all your influence 
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to awaken him from this lethargy, which may otherwise terminate 
his existence/ 

‘And what remedy can I interposed said Oxford. ‘You 
know how he neglected my advice, when following it might have 
served my interest as well as his own. You are aware that my 
life was not safe among the miscreants that surrounded the 
Duke, and exercised influence over him.’ ^ 

‘Most true,’ answered Colvin; ‘but I also know he is your 
ancient companion-in-arms, and it would ill become me to teach 
the noble ^rl of Oxford what the laws of chivalry require. 
For your lordship’s safety, every honest man in the army will 
give willing security.’ 

‘ It is for that I care least,’ said Oxford, indifferently ; ‘ and 
if indeed my presence can be of service to the Duke — if I could 
believe that he desired it ’ 

‘ He does — he does, my lord,’ said the faithful soldier, with 
tears in his eyes. ‘ We heard him name your name, as if the 
words escaped him in a painful dream.’ 

‘ I will go to him, such being the case,’ said Oxford — ‘ I will 
go instantly. Wher(? did ho purpose to establish his head- 
quarters V • * 

‘ He had fixed nothing for himself on that or other matters ; 
but Monsieur de Contay named La Riviere, near Sal ins, in Upper 
Burgundy, as the place of kis retreat.’ 

‘Thither, then, will wc, my son, with all haste of preparation. 
Thou, Colvin, hadst better remain here, and see some holy man, 
to be assoilzied for thy hasty speech on the battle-field of Monit. 
There was offence in it without doubt, but it will bo ill atoned 
for by quitting a generous master when he hath most need of 
your good service ; and it is but an act of cowardice to retreat 
into the cloister till we have no longer active duties to perform 
in this world.’ 

‘It is true,’ said (V)lvin, ‘that, should f leave the Duke now, 
perhaps not a man would stay behind that could stell a camion 
properly. The sight of your lordship cannot ))ut operate favour- 
ably on my noble master, since it has waked the old soldier 
in myself. If your lordship can de.lay your journey till to- 
morrow, I will have my spiritual affairs setthHl,. and my bodily 
health sufficiently resWed, to be your guide to La Ri\iere ; and, 
for the cloister, 1 will think of it when I have regained the go<xl 
name which I have lost at Murtdli. But I will have masses said, 
and these right powerful, for the souls of my poor cannoneers.’ 

The proposal of Qolvin was adopted, and Oxford, with his 
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son, attended by Thiebault, spent the day in preparation, exc<Bpt- . 
ing the time necessary to take formal leave of King Ren^ who 
seemed to part with them with regret. In company with the 
ordnance officer of the discomfited duke, they traversed' those 
parts of Provence, Dauphine, and Franche-Compte which lie 
between Aix and the place to which the Duke of Burgundy had 
retreated ; but the distance and inconvenience of so long a route 
consumed more than a fortnight, on the road, and the month of 
July 1476 was commenced when the travellers arrived in Upper 
Burgundy, and at the Castle of La Riviere, aboub^ twenty miles 
to the south of the town of Sal ins. The castle, which w^as but . 
of small size, was surrounded by very many tents, which were 
pitched in a crowded, disordered, and unsoldierlike manner, very 
unlike the discipline usually observed in the camp of Charles the 
Bold. That the Duke was present there, however, was attested 
by his broad banner, which, rich with all its quarterings, 
streamed from the battlements of the castle. The guard turned 
out to receive the strangers, but in a manner so disorderly, that 
the Earl looked to Colvin for explanation. The master of the 
ordnance shrugged up his shoiilders and was silent. 

Colvin having sent in notice of his ait’ival, and that of the 
English earl. Monsieur do Contay caused them presently to be 
admitted, and expressed much joy at their arrival. 

few of us,’ ho said, ‘true* servants of the Duke, are 
holding counsel here, at which your assistance, my noble Lord 
of Oxford, will bo of the utmost importance. Messieurs De la 
(Voye, De Craon, Rubempro, and others, nobles of Burgundy, 
are now assembled to superintend the defence of the country at 
this exigCTK'e.’ 

They all expressed delight to see the Earl of Oxford, and had 
only abstained from thrusting their attentions on him the last 
time lie was in the Duke’s camp, as they understood it was his 
wish to observe incognito. 

‘His (lrae(%’ said De (Jraon, ‘has asked after you twice, and 
on both times by your assumed name of Philipson.’ 

‘ 1 wonder not at that, my Lord of Craon,’ replied the 
English nobleman : ‘the origin of the name took its rise in 
former days, when T was here during my first exile. It was 
tiien said that we poor Lancastrian nobles must assume other 
names than our owui, and the good Duke Philip said, as I -was 
])rothor in-arms to his son Charles, I must be called after himself, 
by the name of Philipson. In memory oi the good sovereign, 

I took that name when the day of need actually arrived, and I 
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see that the Diike thinks of our early intimacy by his distinguish^ 
ing me so. How fares his Grace ? * 

The Burgundians looked at each other, and there was a pause. 
^Even like a .man stunned, brave Oxford,’ at length Do 
Contay replied. ‘ Sieur d’Argenton,* you can best inform the 
•noble Earl of the condition of our sovereign.’ 

‘ He is like a man distracted,’ said the future historian of 
that busy period. ‘ After the battle of Granson, he was never, 
to my thinking, of the same sound judgment as before. But 
then he was ^capricious, unreasonable, perem])tory, and incon- 
sistent, and resented every counsel that was offered, as if it had 
been meant in insult ; was jealous of the least trespass in point 
of ceremonial, as if his subjects were holding him in contempt. 
Now there is a total change, as if this second blow had stunned 
him, and suppressed the violent passions which the first called 
into action. He is silent as a Carthusian, solitary as a hermit, 
expresses interest in nothing, least of all in the guidance of his 
army. He was, you know, anxious about ins dress; so much 
so, that there was some affectation even in the rudenesses 
which he practised in*^ that matter. But, woe’s me, you will 
see a change now : ho will not suffer his hair or nails to be 
trimmed or arranged. He is totally heedless of respect or 
disrespect towards him, takes little or no nourishment, uses 
strong wines, which, however, do not seem to affect his under- 
standing; he w'ill hear nothing of war or state affairs, as little 
of hunting or of S[>ort. 8u[)pos(‘ an anchorite brought from a 
cell to govern a kingdom, you sot; in him, e.\ce[jt in [joint of 
devotion, a picture of the fiery, active Charic's of Burgundy.’ 

‘You speak of a rniiid deeply woundeil, Sieur (rArgent<*n, 
replied the Englishman, ‘Think you it lit 1 should pi’esent 
myself before the Duke?’ 

‘I will inquin.',’ said < ’oiitay ; and leuving tlu.' apartment, 
returned presently, and made a sign to the Karl to follow him, 
In a cabinet, or closet, the unbirtunate diaries n irlined in 
a large arm-chair, his legs carelessly sti'etcheil on a footi^t'jol, 
but so changed that the Earl of OxfonI eould have believt<l 
what he saw to be the ghost <;f the once fiery l)uk<'. Indeed, 
the shaggy length of hair whieb, stJX'aining from his lead, 
mingled with his beard, the holbiwuess of the caverns at tlu 
bottom of which rolled his wild eyes, the falling in of tlm 
breast, and the advance of the shoulders, gave the ghadh' 

* Philip dc8 Comines, Hienr d'Arg»*ntf>!i, anUmr of llit,tnrUnl 
Qvmiin Dunonrd, Notes 80, 4:», |»p, 14 1, 4 IS.] 
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appearance of one who has suifered the final agony which takeis 
from mortality the signs of life and energy. His. very costome 
(a cloak flung loosely over him) increased his resemblance to a 
shrouded phantom. De Contay named the Earl of Oxford ; 
but the Duke gazed on him with a lustreless eye, and- geive 
him no answer. 

‘Spe«k: to him, brave Oxford,’ said the Burgundian, in a 
whisper ; ‘ he is even worse than usual, but perhaps he may 
know your voice.’ 

Never, when the Duke of Burgundy was in tho most palmy 
state of his fortunes, did the noble Englishman kn^el to kiss 
his hand with such sincere reverence. He respected in him 
not only the afflicted friend, but the humbled sovereign, upon 
whose tower of trust the lightning had so recently broken'. 
It was probably the falling of a tear upon his hand which 
seemed to awake the Duke’s attention, for ho looked towards 
the Earl and said, ‘Oxford — ^Philipson — my old — my only 
friend, hast thou found me out in this retreat of shame and 
misery ? ’ 

‘ 1 am not your only friend, my lord,’ said Oxford. ‘ Heaven 
has given you many affectionate friendj^ among your natural 
and loyal su])jects. But though a stranger, and saving the 
allegiance 1 owe to my lawful sovereign, I will yield to none 
of thein in the respect and deference which I have paid to 
your Orac(^ in prosperity, and now come to render to you in 
advei'sity.’ 

‘Adversity indeed!’ said the Duke — ‘irremediable, intoler- 
able adversity ! 1 was lately Cliarles of Burgundy, called the 

bold ; now am 1 twice beaten by a scum of German peasants, 
my standard taken, my men-at-arms put to flight, my camp 
twic(^ []lundered, and each time of value more than equal to 
tlu' ])rice of all Switzerland fairly lost ; myself hunted like a 
caitiir goat or chamois. The utmost spite of hell could never 
.iccumulati' more shame on the liead f)f a sovereign 1’ 

‘On the contrary, my lord,’ said Oxford, ‘it is a trial of 
Uc-iven, which calls for patience and strength of mind. The 
bravest and liest knight may lose the saddle; he is but a 
laggard who lies rolling on the sand of the lists after the 
accident has chanced.’ 

‘ Ihi, laggard, sayst thouT said the Duke, some part of his 
ancient spirit awakened by tlfe broad taunt. ‘ Leave my pre- 
senc.e, sir, and return to it no more til- you are summoned 
thither - ' 
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‘Which I trust will be no later than your Grace quits your 
dishabille, and disposes yourself to see your vassals and friends 
with such ceremony as befits you and them,’ said the Earl, 
composedly. 

‘ How mean you by that, sir earl ? You are unmannerly.’ 

‘ If I be, my lord, I am taught my ill breeding by circum- 
stances. I can mourn over fallen dignity ; but L. cannot 
honour him who dishonours himself by bending, like a regardless 
boy, beneath the scourge of evil fortune.’ 

‘ And who« am I that you should term me such ? ’ said 
Charles, starting up in all his natural pride and ferocity ; ‘ or 
who are you but a miserable exile, that you should break in 
upon my privacy with such disrespectful upbraiding ? ’ 

‘For me,’ replied Oxford, ‘I am, as you say, an unrespected 
exile; nor am I ashamed of my condition, since unshaken 
loyalty to my king and his successors has brought me to it. 
But in you, can I recognise the Duke of Burgundy in a sullen 
hermit, whose guards are a disorderly soldiery, dreadful only 
to their friends ; whose councils arc in confusion for want of 
their sovereign, and who himself lurks like a lamed wolf in its 
den, in an obscure' casrie, waiting but a blast of the Switzer’s 
horn to fling open its gates, which there are none to defend ; 
who wears not a knightly sw’ord to protect his person, aiul 
cannot even die like a stag at bay, but must be worried like a 
hunted fox ? ’ 

‘Death and hell, slanderous traitor !’ thundered the Duke, 
glancing a look at his side, and perceiving himself without a 
weapon. ‘It is well for thee I have no sword, or thou shouldst 
never boast of thine insolence going uujninished. (’oiiUiy, step 
forth like a good knight and confute the calumniator, Sny, 
are not my soldiers arrayed, disciplined, and in order?’ 

‘My lord,’ said C/ontay, trembling (bnive as h<‘ wes in 
battle) at the frantic rage wdneh (lliarles exhibited, ‘tlu i'f^ ai'<' 
a numerous soldiery yet under yonr eommand, but tlay in 
evil order, and in worse discijdine, 1 think, tlian thc'v were 
wont.’ 

‘I see it — I see it,’ said the Duke; ‘ idle and (!vil couuHellors 
are ye all. He^irken, Sir of (kmtay, wliat have yon and ih<' 
rest of you been doing, holding as you do large laudjs and liigli 
fiefs of us, that I cannot stretch my limbs on a sick-bed, when 
my heart is half broken, but my troops must fall into such 
scandalous disorder as exposes me to the scorn and reproach of 
each beggarly foreigner ? ’ 
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‘ My lord/ replied Contay, more firmly, ‘ we have done what 
we could. But your Grace has accustomed your mercenary 
generals and leaders of Free Companies to take their orders 
only from your own mouth or hand. They clamour also for 
pay, and the treasurer refuses to issue it without your Grace’s 
order, a^i he alleges it might cost him his head ; and they will 
not be guided and restrained, either by us or those who com- 
pose your council.’ 

The Duke laughed sternly, but was evidently somewhat 
pleased with the reply. 

‘ Ha, ha ! ’ he said, ‘ it is only Burgundy who can ride his 
own wild horses, and rule his own wild soldiery. Hark thee, 
Contay. To-morrow I ride forth to review the troops ; for what 
disorder has passed, allowance shall be made. Pay also shall 
be issued ; but woe to those who shall have offended too deeply ! 

my grooms of the chamber know to provide me fitting 
dress and arms. I have got a .lesson (glancing a dark look at 
Oxford), and I will not again be insulted without the means of 
wreaking my vengeance. Begone, both of you. And, Contay, 
send tlie treasurer hither with his accounts, and woe to his.soul 
if 1 find aught to complain of! Begone® I say, and send him 
liithor.’ 

They left the a])artment with suitable obeisance. As they 
retired, the Duke said, abruptly, ‘iiord of Oxford, a word with 
you. Where did you study medicine? In your own famed 
university, I sup})Ose. Thy physic hath wrought a wonder. Yet, 
Doctor Jdiilipson, it might have cost thee thy life.’ 

‘I Inwe ever thought iny life cheap,’ said Oxford, ‘when the 
ohject was to hel[) my friend.’ 

‘Thou art indeed a friend,’ said Charles, ‘and a fearless one. 
But go —I have been sore troubled, and tltoii hast tasked my 
tem))er closely. To-morrow we will speak further; meantime, 

J forgive thee, and \ honour thee.’ 

The Earl f)f Oxherd retired to the council-hall, where the 
Burgundian nobility, aware of what had jjassed, crowded around 
liim with thanks, compliments, and congratulations. A general 
bustle now otisuchI ; oi’ders were hurried off in every direction, 
'those oliicers who had duties to perform which had been 
]ioglccted hastened to conceal or to atone for their negligence. 
Idiei’C was a general tumult in the camp, but it was a tumult 
of jryy ; for soldiers are always^most pleased when they are best 
in order for performing their military service ; and license or 
inactivity, however acceptable at times, are not, when continued, 
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SO agreeable to their nature as strict discipline and a prospect 
of employment. , 

The treasurer, who was, luckily for him, a man of sense 
and method, having been two hours in private with the Duke, 
returned with looks of wonder, and professed that never, in 
Charles’s most prosperous days, had he showed himself more 
acute in the department of finance, of which he had ♦but that 
morning seemed totally incapable ; and the merit was uni- 
versally attributed to the visit of Lord Oxford, whose timely 
reprimand had, like the shot of a cannon dispersing foul mists, 
awakened the Duke from his black and bilious melancholy. 

On the following day, Charles reviewed his troops with his 
usual attention, directed new levies, made various dispositions 
of his forces, and corrected the faults of their discipline by 
severe orders, which were enforced by some deserved punish- 
ments (of which the Italian mercenaries of Campo-basso liad a 
large share), and rendered palatable by the payment of arrears, 
which w'as calculated to attach them to the standard under 
which they served. 

The Duke also, after consulting with liis council, agreed 
to convoke meetings ^jf the States in his difici’ent territories, 
redress certain popular grievances, and gi*ant some boons which 
he had hitherto denied ; and thus began to open a new account 
of popularity with his subjev3ts, in place of that which his rash- 
ness had exhausted. 



CHAPTER, XXXV 

Here’s a weapon now ^ 

Shall shake a conquering general in his tent, 

A nionarcli on liis throne, or reach a })relate, 

However holy he his offices, 

K’<3n while he serves the altar. 

Old Play. 

I'' ROM this time nil was activity in the Duke of Burgundy^s 
court and army. Money was collected, soldiers were levied, 
and certain ]iews of tlic (k)n fed crates’ motions only were wanting 
to bring on the campaign. But although Charles was, to all 
outward appearance, as active as ever, yet those who were more 
immediately about his person were of opinion that he did not 
display the soundness of mind or the energy of judgment which 
hnd b('('n admired in him before these calamities. He was 
still liable to fits of moody melancholy, similar to those whicli 
descended upon Sa,ul, and was vehemently furious when aroused 
r)ut of th('m. Indeed, the Earl of Oxford himself seemed to 
ha\e lost th(‘ pow(U‘ which he had exercised over him at first. 
\ay, though in general ( ’harles was both grateful and affec- 
tionate towards him, he evidently felt humbled by the recollec- 
tion of his having witnessed his impotent and disastrous 
condition, and was so much afraid of Jjord Oxford being 
sup])osed to lead his counsels, that he often repelled his advice, 
nu'rely, as it seianecl, to show his own independence of mind. 

In tiu'se froward humours, the Duke was much encouraged 
by ( hiupo basso. That wily traitor now saw his master’s affairs 
tott(!ring to their fall, and he resolved to lend his lever to the 
woi'k, so as to entitle liim to a share of the spoil. He regarded 
Oxford as one of the most able friends and counsellors who 
adh(!red to the Uuke ; he thought he saw in his looks that he 
fathouKHl his own treacherous purpose, and therefore he hated 
and feared him. Besides, in^rder perhaps to colour over, even 
to Ins own eyes, tlie abominable perfidy he meditated, he affected 
f.o be excee‘iingly enraged against the Duke for the late punish- 
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ment of marauders belonging to his Italian bands. He believed 
that chastisement to have been inflicted by the advice of Oxford ; 
and he suspected that the measure was pressed with the hope 
of discovering that the Italians had not pillaged for their own 
emolument only, but for that of their commander. Believing 
that Oxford was thus hostile to him, Campo-basso would have 
speedily found means to take him out of his path, had, not the 
Earl himself found it prudent to observe some precautions ; and 
the lords of Flanders and Burgundy, who loved him for the very 
reasons for which the Italian abhorred him, watched over his 
safety with a vigilance of which he himself was ignorant, but 
which certainly was the means of preserving his life. 

It was not to be supposed that Ferrand of Lorraine should 
have left his victory so long unimproved ; but the Swiss Con- 
federates, who were the strength of liis forces, insisted that the 
first operations should take place in Savoy and the Pays dc 
Vaud, where the Burgundians had many garrisons, which, though 
they received no relief, yet were not easily or speedily reduced. 
Besides, the Switzers being, like most of the national soldiers of 
the time, a kind of militia, most of them returned home to get in 
their harvest and to deposit their spoil in safety. Ferrand, there- 
fore, though bent on pursuing his success witii all the ardour of 
youthful chivalry, was prevented from making any movement 
in advance until the month of December 1470. In the mean- 
time, the Duke of Burgundy’s forces, to be least burdensome to 
the country, were cantoned in distant places of his dominions, 
where every exertion was made to perfect the discijdine of the 
new levies. The Duke, if left to himself, would have precipitated 
the struggle by again assembling his forces and pushing forward 
into the Helvetian territories; but, though he inwardly foamed 
at the recollection of Gransou and Murten, the memory of these 
disasters was tex) recent Uj permit such a plan of the cam- 
paign. Meantime, weeks glided past, and the muntli of Decent 
ber was far advanced when one morning, as the Duke was 
sitting in council, Campo-basso suddenly entered, with a tiegiee 
of extravagant rapture in his countenance siitgulariy diflerent 
from the cold, regulated, and subtle smih* which was usually 
his utmost advance towards laughter. lie said - 

^ guantes^ for luck’s sake, if it pleas<3 your Grace.’ 

‘And what of good fortune comes nigh us?’ said tbe Duke. 
‘Methought she had forgot the w?.y to our gates.’ 

‘She has returned to them, please your Highness, with her 

* See Note U. 
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cornucopia full of choicest gifts, ready to pour her fruit, her 
flowers, her treasures, on the head of the sovereign of Europe 
most worthy to receive them.’ 

‘ The meaning of all this ? ' said Duke Charles : ‘ riddles are 
for children/ 

‘ The harebrained young madman Ferrand, who calls himself 
of Lorraine, has broken down from the mountains, at the head 
of a desultoiy army of scapegraces like himself ; and what 
think you — ha ! ha ! ha ! — they are overrunning Lorraine, and 
have taken Nancy— ha ! ha ! ha ! ’ 

‘By my good faith, sir count,’ said Contay, astonished at 
the gay humour with which the Italian treated a matter so 
serious, ‘I have seldom heard a fool laugh more gaily at a 
more scurvy jest than you, a wise man, laugh at the loss of 
the principal town of the province we are fighting for.’ 

‘ J laugh,’ said (’ampo-basso, ‘among the spears, as my war- 
horse does — ha! ha! — among the trumpets. I laugh also 
over the destruction of the eneny, and the dividing of the 
spoil, as eai^les scream their joy over the division of their prey. 
1 laugh---’ 

‘You laugh,’ said the l.ord of Conllly, Vaxing impatient,' 
‘ when you have all the mirth to yourself, as you laughed after 
our losses at (Branson and Murten.’ 

‘ 1 *oacc‘, sir 1 ’ said the 1 )uke. ‘ The Count of (Jampo-basso has 
viewed the case as I do. d’his young knight-errant ventures 
froni th(' ])rote(!tion of his mountains; and Heaven deal with 
me as 1 ket‘[) my oath, when 1 swear that the next fair field 
on wliieh we nie«'t shall see one of us dead ! It is now the 
last waadv of tlu’ old year, and before Twelfth Day we will see 
whether he or I shall find the beau in the cake. To arms, my 
lords ; let our camp instantly bnjak up, and our troops move 
forward towai’ds Lorraine. Send oft' the Italian and Albanian 
light i%avalry, and the Stradiots, to scour the country in the 
van. Oxford, thou wilt bear arms in this journey, wilt thou 
iiotr’ 

‘Sun'Iy,' said t Ik; Karl. ‘1 am eating your Highnesses 
bread ; and when enemies invade, it stands with my honour 
1.0 light for yoiii' (Irace as if 1 was your born subject. With 
your (Lace’s pen-mission, 1 will despatch a pursuivant, who 
shall ca-riy lettt;rs to my late kind host, the Landamman of 
Untorwaldeii, ac(piaintiiig hiiu*with my purpose.’ 

'riic Duke having given a ready assent, the pursuivant was 
dismissed accordingly, and returned in a few hours, so near had 
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the armies approached to each other. He bore a letter from 
the Landamman, in a tone of courtesy and even kindness, 
regretting tliat any cause should have occurred for bearing 
•arms against his late guest, for whom ho expressed high 
personal regard. The same pursuivant also brought greet- 
ings from the family of the’ Biedermans to their friend Arthur, 
and a separate letter, addressed to the same person,' <pf which 
the contents ran thus : — 

‘ Rudolph iDonnerhugel is desirous to give the young mer- 
chant, 'Arthur Philipson, the opportunity of finishing the bargain 
which remained unsettled between them in the castle-court of 
(leierstein. He is the more desirous of this, as he is aware 
that the said Arthur has done him wrong, in seducing the 
affections , of a certain maiden of rank, to whom he, Philipson, 
is not, and cannot be, anything beyond an ordinary acquaint- 
ance. Rudolph Donnerhugel will send Arthur Philipson word 
wdien a fair and equal meeting can take place on neutral ground. 
In the meantime, he will be as often as possible in the first 
rank of the skirmishers.’ 

•• t- 

Young Arthur’s heart leapt high as he read the defiance, 
the piqued tone of which showed the state of the writer’s 
feelings, and argued sulficiently Rudolph’s disappointment on 
the subject of Anne of (leierstein, and his suspicion that sh(‘ 
had bestowed her aflectuais on the youthful s(?’anger. iVi'tJiur 
found means of despatching a reply to the ohall(^)lge of th«‘ 
Swiss, assuring him of the j)lensur(‘ with whi(*h he would attend 
his commands, either in front of the line or elsewhen;, as Rudolph 
might desire. 

Meantime the armies were closely ap])roacinng to each otla r, 
and the light troops sometimes met. I'Ih' S tradiots fn»ni the 
Venetian territory, a sort of cavalry rc'sembljjjg that of thr 
Turks, performed much (}f that service* on tin* part of thr 
Burgundian army, for which, imieed, if their iidt;lity could 
have been relied on, they were admiraJily well <jualifie(i. Hit* 
Earl of Oxford observed, that those men, who were under tlu' 
command of . Cainpo-basso, al ways brought in iiittdligeiice that 
the enemy were iu indiflcrcnt order and in full retn^at. 
Besides, information was com rn union through their mi.'nus 
that sundry individuals, against <.vhom the Duke of Burgundy 
entertained peculiar |>ersonal dislike, and wliom he specially 
desired to get into his hands, had taken refuge iu Nancy. Hus 
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greatly increased the Duke’s ardour for retaking that place, 
which became perfectly ungovernable when he learned that 
Ferrand and his Swiss allies had drawn off to a neighbouring 
position called St. Nicholas, on the news of his arrival.' The 
greater part of the Burgundian counsellors, together with the 
Earl of Oxford, protested against his besieging a place of some 
strength, while an active enemy lay in the neighbourhood to 
relieve it. They remonstrated on the smallness of his army, 
on the severity of the weather,* on the difficulty of obtaining 
provisions, and exhorted the Duke, that, having made such a 
movement as had forced the enemy to retreat, he ought to 
suspend decisive operations till spring. Charles at first tried 
to dispute and repel tliese arguments; but when his counsellors 
reminded him tliat he was placing himself and his army in the 
same situation as at Cranson and Murten, he became furious at 
the recollection, foamed at the mouth, and only answered by 
oaths and imprecations that he would be master of Nancy 
before Twelfth Day. 

Accordingly, the army of Burgundy sat down before Nancy, 
in a strong position, protected by the hollow of a watercourse, 
and covered with tliirty pieces of cainfon, •which Colvin had 
under his charge. 

Having indulged his obstinate temper in thus arranging the 
ea.m])aign, the Diikti seemed to give a little more heed to the 
advice of his counsellors touching the safety of his person, and 
]HM'mitt(‘d the Karl of Oxford, with his son, and tavo or three 
officers of his household, men of approved trust, to sleep within 
his j)avi1ion, in ad<Jition to the usual guard. 

It, wanted thi’ce days of Christmas when the Duke sat down 
befon' Nhincy, and on that very evening a tumult happened 
wliich seemed to justify the alarm for his personal safety. It 
\\<LS midnight, and all in the ducal pavilion Ave?’e at rest, when 
a ci'v of tr('ason aros('. ddie Earl of Oxford, drawing his sword, 
and snat<d)ing up a light which burned beside him, rushed into 
the !)nk(3\s ap.artment, and found him standing on the floor 
lot ally undn'ssed, but with his sword in his hand, and striking 
ai’ound him so furiously, that the Earl himself had difficulty in 
avoiding his blows. The rest of his officers rushed in, their 
weapons drawn, and their cloaks wrapped around their left 
arms. Whim the Duke w'as somewhat composed, and found 
himself sniToniided by his friends, he informed them, with rage 
and agitation, tliat the officers of the Secret Tribunal had, in 
spite of the vigilant precautions taken, found means to gain 
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entrance into his chamber, and charged him, under the highest 
penalty, to appear before the Holy Vehme upon Christmas night. 

The bystandei’s heard this story with astonishment, and 
some of them were uncertain whether they ought to consider 
it as a reality or a dream of the Duke’s irritable fancy. But 
the citation was found on the Duke’s toilette, written, as was 
the form, upon parchment, signeted with three crosses, and 
stuck to the table with a knife. A slip of wood had been also 
cut from the table. Oxford read the summons with attention. 
It named, as wisual, a place, where the Duke was cited to come 
unarmed and unattended, and from which it was said he would 
be guided to the seat of judgment. 

Charles, after looking at the scroll for some time, gave vent 
to his thoughts. 

‘ I know from what quiver this arrow comes,’ he said. ‘ It 
is shot by that degenerate noble, apostate priest, and accom- 
plice of sorcerers, Albert of Geierstein. We have heard that 
he is among the motley grouj) of murderers and outlaws whom 
the old fiddler of Provence’s grandson has raked together. 
But, by St. George of Burgundy ! neither monk’s cowl, soldier’s 
casque, nor conjurer’s* cap shall save liini after such an insult 
as this. I will degi’ade him from knighthood, hang him from 
the highest steeple in Nancy, and his daughter shall choose 
between the meanest herd-li)y in my ai’iuy and the convent 
of filler repentees^.^ 

‘Whatever arc your purposes, my loi’d,’ said (’untay, ‘it 
were surely best bo silent, when, from this late apparition, we 
may conjecture that more than we wot of may l>e within 
hearing.’ 

The Duke seemed struck with this hint, and was silent, <»r 
at least only muttered oaths and threats betwixt his teeth, 
while the strictest search was made for tlie intrudm* on hir 
repose. But it was in vain. 

Charles continued his researclics, incensed at a liiLdit. of 
audacity higher than ever had been ventnre<l upon by thtjsi' 
Secret Societies, who, whatever might be the dread ins[)ired 1»\ 
them, had not as yet attempted to cope with sovereigns. A 
trusty party of Burgundians wer<^ sent on (•hristmas night to 
watch the spot (a meeting of four cross roads), namyd in the 
summons, and make prisoners of any wliom they coid<l lay 
hands upon ; but no suspicious [)<!rsons appeared at or near tlie 
place. The Duke not thp less continued to impute the afiVout 
ne had received to Albert of Geierstein. Thercj was a price set 
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Upon his head ; and Campo-basso, always willing to please his 
master’s mood, undertook that some of his Italians, sufficiently 
experienced in such feats, should bring the obnoxious baron 
before him, alive or dead. Colvin, Contiiy, and others laughed 
in secret at the Italian’s promises. 

‘Subtle as he is,’ said Colvin, ‘he will lure the wild vulture 
from tho heavens before ho gets Albert of Geierstein into his 
power.’ 

Arthur, to whom the words of the Duke had given subject 
for no small anxiety, on account of Anne of Geietstein, and of 
her father for her sake, breathed more lightly on hearing his 
menaces held so cheaply. 

It was the second day after this alarm that Oxford felt a 
desire to reconnoitre the camp of Ferrand of Lorraine, having 
some doubts whether the strength and position of it were 
accurately reported. He obtained the Duke’s consent for this 
purpose, who at the same time made him and his son a present 
of two noble steeds of great power and speed, which he liimself 
highly valued. 

So soon as the Duke’s pleasure was' communicated to the. 
Italian Count, lie expressed the utmost jo^ that he was to have 
tiie assistance of Oxford’s age and experience upon an explora- 
tory party, and selected a chosen band of an hundred Stradiots, 
whom ho said he had sent sometimes to skirmish up to the 
v(‘ry boai’ds of the Switzers. 1’ho Karl showed himself much 
satislied with tiu) active and intelligent manner in which these 
men })erformed tlieir duty, and drove before them and dispersed 
some ])arties of Fen-and’s cavalry. At the entrance of a little 
.‘is(;ending vallcw, ( tampo-basso communicated to the English 
iioblenum tltat, if tliey could advance to the farther extremity, 
iJioy Avould lia.v(mi fidl view of the enemy’s’ position. Two or 
three Stradiots tlieu s])urred on to examine this defile, and, 
ret urning liack, communicated with their leader in their own 
tuigmigc, who, pj'onouncing tlie passage safe, invited the Earl 
of t>xford (o accompany him. 'I'hey proceeded through the 
^ alley without si'i'ing an enemy, but, on issuing ujion a plain at 
the [joint intimated l)y Camfio-basso, Arthur, who was in the 
van of tiie Stradiots, and separated from bis father, did indeed 
s(‘e tlie eamp of Huke Ferrand within half a mile’s distance ; but 
a, l)ody of cavalry had that instant issued from it, and were 
riding hastily towards the goi^ge of the valley, from which he 
had just emerged. Ho was about to wheel his horse and ride 
otf, hut, consci/ais of the grcat;?pecd of the animal, he thought 
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he might venture to stay for a moment’s more accurate survey 
of the camp. The Stradiots who attended him did not wait his 
orders to retire, but went off, as was indeed their duty, when 
attacked by a superior force. 

Meantime, Arthur observed that the knight who seemed 
leader of the advancing squadron, mounted on a powerful horse 
that shook the earth beneath him, bore on his shield the Bear 
of Berne, and had otherwise the appearance of the massive 
frame of Rudolph Donnerhugel. He was satisfied of this when 
he beheld the cavalier halt his party and advance towards him 
alone, putting his lance in rest, and moving slowly, as if to give 
him time for preparation. To accept such a challenge, in such 
a mpment, was dangerous, but to refuse it was disgraceful ; and 
while Arthur’s blood boiled at the idea of chastising an insolent 
rival, he was not a little pleased at heart that their meeting on 
horseback gave him an advantage over the Swiss, through his 
perfect acquaintance with the practice of the tourney, in which 
Rudolph might be supposed more ignorant. 

They met, as was the phrase of the time, ‘manful under 
shield.’ The lancp of the Swiss glanced from the helmet of the 
Englishman, against which it was addressed, while the spear of 
Arthur, directed right against the centre of his adversary’s 
body, was so justly aimed, and so truly seconded by the full 
fury of the career, as to })iei*ce, not only the shield which hung 
round the ill-fated warrior’s neck, but a l)reastplate, and a shirt 
of mail which he wore beneath it. Pavssing clear through tlu' 
body, the steel ]>oint of the weapon was only slopped by llie 
back-piece of the unfortunate cavalier, who fell headlong from 
his horse, as if struck by lightning, roii<;d twice or thric^i ovf'r 
on the ground, tore the earth with his haials, and tlu ii la\ 
prostrate a dead cor]>se. 

There was a cry of rage and grief among those mrn .ilmots 
whose ranks Rudolph had tlwit instant left, mid many com'lied 
their lances to avenge him; but Eerraud of l.orraine, wlio wa^ 
present in person, ordercil tlicm to make prisoner, hut not- (o 
harm, the successful champion. This was accom})lish('d, fm* 
Arthur had nob time to turn his bridle for fiiglit, and resist an et* 
would have been madneHs. 

When brought before Eerrand, he raised his visfir, find said, 
‘Is it well, my lord, to make mptive un adventurous knight 
for doing his devoir against a personal ciadlengcr 

‘ Do not complain, Sir Arthur of Oxford/ said Eerraisl, ‘ before 
you experience injury. You aiv free, sir knight. Your father 
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and you wore faithful to my royal aunt Margaret, and, although 
she was my enemy, I do justice to your fidelity in her behalf; 
and from respect to her memory, disinherited as she was, like 
myself, and to please my grandfather, who I think had some 
regard for you, I give you your freedom. But I must also care 
for your safety during your return to the camp of Burgundy. 
On this ®side of the hill we are loyal and true-hearted men ; on 
the other they are traitors and .murderers. You, sir count, 
will, I think, gladly see our captive placed in safety.’ 

The kniglit to whom Ferraiid addressed himself, a tall stately 
man, put himself in motion to attend on Arthur, while the former 
was ex])ressing to the young Duke of Lorraine the sense he 
entertained of his chivalrous conduct. ‘ Farewell, Sir Arthur de 
V^ere,’ said Ferrand. ^ You have slain a noble champion, and to 
me a most useful and faitliful friend. But it was done nobly 
and openly, with equal arms, and in the front of the line ; and 
evil befall him who entertains feud first ! ’ Arthur bowed to 
his saddle- 1)0 w. Ferrand returned the salutation, and they 
parted. 

Arthur and his now companion had riddc;i but a little way 
u]) the ascent, when the stranger spoke thus : — 

‘ We have bec'ii felhnv-travellers before, young man, yet you 
n'mem])er me not.’ 

Arthur turned his eyes on the 6ivaiicr, and, observing that 
the crest which adorned his helmet was fashioned like a vulture, 
St nmge suspicions began to cross his mind, which were confirmed 
w !uai ti)e knight, opening his helmet, showed him the dark and 
scA cre features of the ]jriest of 8t. I’anFs. 

‘Fount. All)('i't of (Jeiersbnii !’ said Artliur. 

‘The sauK',’ i’(‘])lied the Count, ‘thouglj thou hast seen him 
in oth.'i' garb and lu'ail-gear. But tyranny drives all men to 
inll^, <i]id I hav(' resumed, by the license and command of my 
opi'riors, t hose wliieh I had laid aside. A war against cruelty 
.iiid opprt'ssiou is holy ns the waged iii Lalcstiiie, in which 
priest s bear ai’inoui’.’ 

‘ Mv Lord Count,’ said Arlhui-, eagerly, ‘I cannot too soon 
enliHvp. you to withdiaw to Sir Ferrand of Lorraine’s squadron. 
Ili'K' \ou in peril, where no strength or courage can avail 
^oll. The Duke has ])laced a price on your head; and the 
inuutiy lu^twixt this and Nancy swarms with Stradiots and 
llali.ui light liorscmen.’ 

' J laugh at them,’ answered the Count. ‘ i have not lived so 
long in a spTh.y world, amid intrigues of war and policy, to fall 
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by the mean hand of such as they ; besides, thou art with me, 
and I have seen but now that thou canst bear thee nobly/ 

‘ In your defence, my lord,’ said Arthur, who thought of his 
companion as the father of Anne of Geierstein, * I should try 
to do my best.’ 

* What, youth ! ’ replied Count Albert with a stern sneer 
that was peculiar to his countenance ; ‘ wouldst thoit aid the 
enemy of the lord under whose banner thou servest against his 
waged soldiers ? ’ 

Arthur w4s somewhat abashed at the turn given to his 
ready offer of assistance, for which he had expected at least 
thanks ; but he instantly collected himself, and replied, ‘ My 
Lord Count Albert, you have been pleased to put yourself in 
peril to protect me from partizans of your party ; J am equally 
bound to defend you from those of our side.’ 

‘It is happily answered,’ said the count; ‘yet I think there 
is a little blind partizan, of whom troubadours and minstrels 
talk, to whose instigation I might, in case of need, owe the 
great zeal of my protector.’ 

He did not allpw Arthur, who was a good deal embarrassed, 
time to reply, but proceeded — ‘ Hear me, young man. Thy 
lance has this day done an evil deed to Switzerland, to Berne, 
and Duke Ferrand, in slaying their bravest champion. But to 
me the death of Rudolph ’'Donncrhugel is u, welcome .event. 
Know that he was, as his services grew more iudispcnsa))lt', 
become importunate in requiring Duke; Ferrand’s interest with 
me for my daughter’s hand. And the Duke himself, the sou of 
a princess, bluslmd not to ask me to bestow the last of mv 
house — for my brother’s family are d('generat(^ mongn ls u|)on 
a presumptuous young man, whose iiiuth' was a domestic in tlio 
house of my wife’?? father, tliough they boasted some relation 
ship, I believe, through an illegitimate (‘baniu'l, which uuelt r 
Rudolph was wotit to make th<^ most, of, as it favoured his suit/ 

‘Surely,’ said Arthur, ‘a mM.teh with ou<' so un(’f[ual ij) 
birth, and far more in every otl»er resjjcet, was too nionstrouN 
to be mentioned ? ’ 

‘While I lived,’ replied Count Alhcrf, ‘never ''huuld sneh 
union have been formed, if the death both of livide and hride 
groom by my dagger could have sava^d the honour of my houst* 
from violation. But when I - F whos<‘ days, whose very hours 
are numbered — shall bo no mote, what could jirevent an un 
daunted suitor, fortificxi hy Duke Ferrand’s faatan’, by tin* 
general applause of his country, Mud perhaps by the, unfortunate 
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prepossession of my brother Arnold, from carrying his point 
against the resistance and scniples of a solitary maiden 1 ^ 

* Rudolph is dead,’ replied Arthur, ‘ and may Heaven assoilzie 
him from guilt ! But were be alive, and urging his suit on 
Anne of Geierstein, he would find there was a combat to be 
fought ’ 

‘ WhiDh has been already decided,’ answered Count Albert. 
‘ Now, mark me, Arthur de Vere ! My daughter has told me 
of the passages betwixt you and her. Your sentiments and 
conduct are worthy of the noble house you descenfd from, which 
I well know ranks with the most illustrious in Europe. You 
are indeed disinherited, but so is Anne of Geierstein, save such 
pittance as her uncle may impart to her of her paternal inherit- 
ance. If you share it together till better days — always sup- 
posing your noble father gives his consent, for my child shall 
enter no liouse against the will of its head — my daughter 
knows that she has my willing .consent and my blessing. My 
brother shall also know my pleasure. He will approve my 
])urpose ; for, though dead to thoughts of honour and chivalry, 
he is alive to social feelings, loves his niece, and has friendship 
for thee and for thy father. What say’^ thou, young man, to 
taking a beggarly countess to aid thee in the journey of life ? 
1 believe — nay, I prophesy, for I stand so much on the edge of 
the grave that methinks I command a view beyond it, that a 
lustre will one day, after I have long ended my doubtful and 
stormy life, beam on the coronets of I)e Vere and Geierstein.’ 

Do Vere threw himself from his horse, clasped the hand of 
Count Albert, and was about to exhaust himself in thanks; 
but the Count insisted on his silence. 

‘ We are about to part,’ he said. ‘ The time is short, the 
place is dangerous. You are to me, personally speaking, less 
ihan nothing^ Had any one of the many schemes of ambition 
which I have pursued led me to success, the son of a banished 
earl had not been the son-in-law I had chosen. Rise and 
nauouut your liorse : thanks are unpleasing when they are not 
merited.’ 

Arthur arose, and, mounting his horse, threw his raptures 
into a more acceptable form, endeavouring to describe how. his 
love for Anno, and efforts for her happiness, should express his 
gratitude to her father ; and, observing that the Count listened 
witli some pleasure to the picture he drew of their future life, 
he could not help exclaiming, ‘And you, my lord— you who 
have been Hie author of all t^^s happiness, will you not be the 
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witness and partaker of it ? Believe me, we will strive to soften 
the effect of the hard blows which fortune has dealt to you, 
and should a ray of better luck shine upon us, it will be the 
more welcome that you can share it/ 

‘ Forbear such folly,^ sajd the Count Albert of Geierstein. 
‘I know my last scene is approaching. Hear and tremble. 
The Duke of Burgundy is sentenced to die, and the Secret and 
Invisible Judges, who doom in secret and avenge in secret, 
like the Deity, have given the cord and the dagger to my 
hand/ 

‘ Oh, cast from you these vile symbols ! ^ exclaimed Arthur, 
with enthusiasm — ‘ let them find butchers and common stabbers 
to do such an office, and not dishonour the noble Lord of 
Geierstein ! ’ 

^ Peace, foolish boy,^ answered the Count. ‘The oath by 
which I am swoni is higher than that clouded sky, more deeply 
fixed than those distant mountains. Nor think my act is that 
of an assassin, though for such I might plead the Duke’s own 
example. I send not hirelings, like these base Stradiots, to 
hunt his lifcj without imperilling mine own. I give not his 
daughter, innocent oi his offences, the choice betwixt a dis- 
graceful marriage and a discreditable retreat from the world. 
No, Arthur de Vere, I seek Charles with the resolved mind of 
one who, to take the life of an adversary, exposes himself to 
certain death.’ 

‘1 pray you speak no farther of it,’ said Ai'thur, veiy 
anxiously. ‘Consider I serve for the present the prince whom 
you threaten ’ 

‘And art bound,’ interrupted the Count, ‘to unfold to him 
what I tell you. I desire you should do so ; and though lu' 
hath already neglected a summons of the Tribunal, 1 am ghul 
to have this opportunity of sending him personal defiance. Say 
to Charles of Burgundy, that he has wronged Albert of Geierstein. 
He who is injured in his honour loses all value for his liff‘, end 
whoever docs so has fidl command over that of another mau. 
Bid him keep himself well from me, .since, if he see a second sun 
of the approaching year rise over the distant Alps, Albert of 
Geierstein is forsworn. And now begone, for I see a }».'a'ty 
approach under a Burgundian banner. They will ensure y(mr 
safety, but, should I remain longer, would endanger mine/ 

So saying, the Count of Geierstein turned his horse and omIu 
off. 



CHAPTER XXXVI 

Faint the din of battle bray’d 
Distant down the heavy wind ; 

War and terror fled before, 

Wounds and death were left behind. 

Mickle. 

Ainiiuii, left alone, and desirous perhaps to cover the retreat of 
( 'oiint Albert, rode towards the approaching body of Burgundian 
cavaliy, who were arrayed under the Lord Contay’s banner, 

‘ Welcome — welcome,’ said that nobleman, advancing hastily 
to the young knight. ‘ The Duke of Burgundy is a mile hence, 
\vith a body of horse to support the reconnoitring party. It is 
not half an hour since your father galloped up, and stated that 
you had been led into an ambuscade by the treachery of the 
Sti’adiots, and made prisoner. He* has impeached Campo-basso 
of ti’eason, and (diallenged him to the combat. They have both 
iH'eu soiit to the camp, under charge of the grand marshal, to 
j)r(‘vent tluhr fighting on the sjiot, though I think our Italian 
^i lowed little dc'sire to come to blows. The Duke holds their 
and they arc to fight upon Twelfth Day.’ 

‘ j doubt that day will never dawn for some who look for it,’ 
Arthur ; ‘but if it do, 1 will myself claim the combat, by 
my hil her’s permission.’ 

lie then tin*nc(l with Contay, and met a still larger body of 
MV.dry under the Duke’s broad banner. He was instantly 
broug}>tJ)('fore Charles. The Duke heard, with some apparent 
anxiety, Artlmr’s su])port of his father’s accusations against the 
llaiiaii, in whose favour he was so deeply prejudiced. When 
:^,^sured tliat the Stradiots had been across the hill, and com- 
municated with their leader just before he encouraged Arthur 
\^) advanci', as it proved, into the midst of an ambush, the Duke 
dioolv his head, lowered his shaggy brows, and muttered to him- 
si'lf ‘ 111 will to Oxford, perhaps — these Itdians are vindictive.’ 
'I1jun raising his head, he comi^Manded Arthur to proceed. 
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He heard with a species of ecstasy the death of Rudolph 
Donnerhugel, and, taking a ponderous gold chain from his own 
neck, flung it over Arthur’s, 

^ Why, thou hast forestalled all our honours, young Arthur : 
this was the biggest bear of them all : the rest are but suckling 
whelps to him. I think I have found a youthful David to 
match their huge thick-headed Goliath. But the Idiot, to 
think his peasant hand could manage a lance ! Well, my brave 
boy, what more? How earnest thou offl By some wily device 
or agile stratagem, I warrant.* 

* Pardon me, my lord,* answered Arthur. ‘ I was protected 
by their chief, Ferrand, who considered my encounter with 
Rudolph Donnerhugel as a personal duel ; and desirous to use 
fair war, as he said, dismissed me honourably, with my horse 
and arms.* 

* Umph ! * said Charles, his bad humour returning ; * your 
Prince Adventurer must play the generous. Umph — well, it 
belongs to his part, but shall not be a line for me to square my 
conduct by. Proceed with your story. Sir Arthur de Vere.* 

As Arthur pro^ceed^ to tell how, and under what circum- 
stances, Count Albert of Geierstein named himself to him, the 
Duke fixed on him an eager look, and trembled with impatience 
as he fiercely interrupted him with the question — ‘ And you — 
you struck him with your poniard under the fifth rib, did you 
not?* 

did not, my Lord Duke; we were pledged in mutual 
assurance to each other.* 

‘ Yet you knew him to be my mortal enemy ? * said the Duke. 

‘ Go, young man, thy lukewarm indifference has cancelled thy 
merit. The escape of Albert of Geierstein hath counterbalanced 
the death of Rudolt)h Donnerhugel,* 

‘Be it so, my lord,’ said Arthur, boldly. ‘T neither claim 
your praises nor deprecate your censure. I luul to move me 
in either case motives personal to myself : Donnerhugel was 
my enemy, and to Count Albert I owe some kindness.' 

The Burgundian nobles who stood around were terrified for 
the effect of this bold speech. But it was never possible to 
guess with accuracy how such things would affect Charles. He 
looked around him with a laugh. ‘Hear you this English 
cockerel, my lords ; what a note will he one day sound, that 
already crows so bravely in a prihee’s presence ? ’ 

A few horsemen now came in from different quarters, re- 
counting that the Duke FexTani and his company had retired 
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into their encampment, and the country was clear of the 
enemy. 

‘ Let us then draw back also,’ said Charles, * since there is 
no chance of breaking spears to-day. And thou, Arthur de 
Vere, attend me closely.’ 

Arrived in the Duke’s pavilion, Arthur underwent an ex- 
aminatidh, in which he said nothing of Anne of Geierstein, or 
her father’s designs concerning him, with which he considered 
Charles as having nothing to do ; but he frankly conveyed to 
him the personal threats which the Count haa openly used. 
The Duke listened with more temper, and when he heard the 
expression, ‘ That a man who is desperate of his own life might 
command that of any other person,’ he said, ‘ But there is a 
life beyond this, in which he who is treacherously murdered 
and his base and desperate assassin shall each meet their 
deserts.’ He then took from his bosom a gold cross, and kissed 
it, with much appearance of devotion. ‘In this,’ said he, ‘I 
will place my trust. If I fail in this world, may I find grace 
in the next. Ho, sir marshal ! ’ he exclaimed. ‘ Let your 
prisoners attend us.’ 

The marshal of Burgundy entered witfi the Earl of Oxford; 
and stated that his other prisoner, Campo-basso, had desired so 
earnestly that he might be suffered to go and post his sentinels 
oji that part of the camp entrusted to the protection of his 
troops, that he, the marshal, had thought fit to comply with 
liis request. 

‘ It is well,’ said Burgundy, without further remark. ‘ Then 
to you, my Lord Oxford, I would present your son, had you 
not ali’eady locked him in your arms. He has won great los 
and honour, and done me brave service. This is a period of 
tlie year wlieii good men forgive their enefnies. I know not 
why - my iniud was little apt to be charged with such matters 
- -but 1 feel an unconquerable desire to stop the approaching 
combat betwixt you and Campo-basso. For my sake, consent 
to be friends, aial to receive back your gage of battle, and let 
me conclude this year — perhaps the last I may see — with a 
deed of peace.’ 

‘My lord,’ said Oxford, ‘it is a small thing you ask of me, 
since your request only enforces a Christian duty. I was 
enraged at the loss of my son. I am grateful to Hea.ven and 
your Grace for restoring him. '^To be friends with Campo-basso 
is to me impossible. Faith and treason, fruth and falsehood, 
might as soon shake hands an^ embrace. But the Italian shall 
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be to me no more than he has been before this rupture ; and 
that is literally nothing. I put my honour in your Grace^s 
hands ; if he receives back his gage, I am willing to receive 
mine. John de Vere meeds not be apprehensive that the world 
will suppose that he fears Campo-basso.’ 

The Duke returned sincere thanks, and detained the officers 
to spend the evening in his tent. His manners sebmed to 
Arthur to be more placid than he had ever seen them before, 
while to the Earl of Oxford they recalled the earlier days in 
which their Intimacy commenced, ere absolute power and 
unbounded success had spoiled Charleses rough but not un- 
generous disposition. The Duke ordered a distribution of 
provisions and wine to the soldiers, and expressed an anxiety 
about their lodgings, the cure of the wounded, and the health 
of the army, to which he received only unpleasing answers. 
To some of his counsellor, apart, he said, ‘ Were it not for our 
vow, we would relinquish this purpose till spring, when our 
poor soldiers might take the field with less of suffering.^ 

Nothing else remai:kable appeared in the Duke’s manner, 
save that he inqjiired repeatedly after Campo-basso, and at 
length received accounts that he was indisposed, and that Ids 
physician had recommended rest ; he had therefore retired to 
repose himself, in order that he might bo stirring on his duty 
at peep of day, the safety of the camp depending mudi .on his 
vigilance. 

The Duke made no observation on the apology, winch Ik* 
considered as indicating some lurking disinclination on tiu* 
Italian’s part to meet Oxford. The guests at the ducal ])avi]ion 
were dismissed an hour before midnight. 

When Oxford and his son were in their own tent, the I.ai l 
fell into a deep reverie, which lasted nearly ten minutes. At 
length, starting suddenly up, he said, ‘My son, giva* orders to 
Thiebault and thy yeomen to have our hoi-ses before the tent, 
by break of day, or rather before it; and it would not be aini.ss 
if you ask our neighbour Colvin to ride along with us. I will 
visit the outposts by daybreak.’ 

‘It is a sudden resolution, my lord,’ wiid Arthur. 

‘And yet it may be taken too late,’ said his fatiier. ‘ Had 
it been moonlight, 1 would have made the rounds to-night/ 

‘•It is dark as a wolfs throat,’ said Arthur. ‘Hut where- 
fore, my lord, can this night in particular excite your appn) 
henmonsr 

‘Son Arthur, perhaps you hold your father cnxlulous. 
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But my nurse, Martha Nixon, was a Northern woman, and full 
of superstitions. In particular, she was wont to say that any 
sudden and causeless change of a man’s nature, as from license 
to sobriety, from temperance to indulgence, from avarice to 
extravagance, from prodigality to love of money, or the like, 
indicates an immediate change of his fortunes ; that some 
great alteration of circumstances, either for good or evil, and 
for evil most likely, since we live, in an evil world, is impending 
over him whose disposition is so much altered. This old 
woman’s fancy has recurred so strongly to my mind, that I am 
determined to see with mine own eyes, ere to-morrow’s dawn, 
that all our guards and patrols around the camp are on the 
alert.’ 

Arthur made the necessary communications to Colvin and 
to Thiebault, and then retired to rest. 

It was ere daybreak of the first of January 1477, a period 
long memorable for the events which marked it, that the Earl 
of Oxford, Colvin, and the young Englishman, followed only by 
Thiebault and two other servants, commenced their rounds of 
the Duke of Burgundy’s encampment. F,or the greater part 
of their progress, they found sentinels 'and guards all on the 
alert and at their posts. It was a bitter morning. The ground 
was partly covered with snow, that snow had been partly 
melted by a thaw, which had prevailed for two days, and partly 
congealed into ice by a bitter frost, which had commenced the 
preceding evening and still continued. A more dreary scene 
could scarcely be witnessed. 

Ihit what were the surprise and alarm of the Earl of Oxford 
and his companions, when they came to that part of the camp 
which had been occujhed the day before by Campo-basso and 
his Italians, who, reckoning men-at-arms and Stradiots, amounted 
to nigli two thousand men — not a challenge was given — not a 
liorse neighed — no steeds were seen at picqiiet — no guard on 
the camp. They examined several of the tents and huts — they 
were empty. 

‘ Let us back to alarm the camp,’ said the Earl of Oxford ; 

‘ here is treachery.’ 

‘ Nay, my lord,’ said Colvin, ‘let us not carry back imperfect 
fidings. I have a battery an hundred yards in advance, 
covering the access to this hollow way; let us see if my 
(h.Tmau cannoneers are at their post, and I think I can swear 
that wo shall find them so. The battery commands a narrow 
pass, by which alone the caflp can be approached, and if my. 
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men are at their duty, I will pawn my life that we make the 
pass good till you bring up succours from the main body/ 

‘ * Forward, then, in Gkxi’s name 1 ’ said the Earl of Oxford. 

They galloped, at every risk, over broken ground, slippery 
with ice in some places, encumbered with snow in others. 
They came to the cannon, judiciously placed to sweep the pass, 
which rose towards the artillery on the outward side, ahd then 
descended gently from the battery into the lower ground. 
The waning winter moon, mingling with the dawning light, 
showed them «that the guns were in their places, but no sen- 
tinel was visible. 

‘ The villains cannot have deserted ! ’ said the astonished 
Colvin. *But see, there is light in their cantonment. Oh, 
that unhallowed distribution of wine ! Their usual sin of 
drunkenness has beset them. I will soon drive them from 
their reveliy.’ 

He sprung from his horse, and rushed into the tent from 
whence the light issued. The cannoneers, or most of them, 
were still there, but stretched on the ground, their cups and 
flagons scattered around them ; and so drenched were they in 
wassail, that Colvin (fculd only, by commands and threats, 
awaken two or three, who, staggering, and obeying him mthcr 
from inCtinct than sense, reeM forward to man the battery. 
A heavy rushing sound, like* that of men marching fastj was 
now hea^ coming up the pass. 

‘ It is the roar of a distant avalanche,^ said Arthur. 

‘ It is an avalanche of Switzere, not of snow,^ Siiid ColviiK 
‘ Oh, these drunken slaves ! The cannon are deeply loaded aiid 
well pointed; this volley must check them if they were fiends, 
and the report will alarm the camp sooner than we can do. 
But, oh, these drunken villains ! ' 

‘Care not for their aid,' said the Earl : ‘my son and 1 will 
each take a linstock, and bo gunners for once.' 

They dismounted, and bade Thiebault and the grf)<)ms look 
to the horses, while the Earl of Oxford and his son took each a 
linstock from one of the helpless gunners, three of whom w ere 
just sober enough to st^d by their guns. 

‘ Braro !' cried the bold master of orcJimnce, ^ never was a 
battery so noble. Now, my mates— your pardon, my lords, for 
there is no time for ceremony — and you, ye dnmkeu knaves, 
take heed not to fire till I give rife word, and, were the ribs of 
these tramplers as flinty as tlioir Alp% thny know how old 
Cdvin loa^ his guns*' 



ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN 


457 


They stood breathless, each by his cannon. The dreaded 
sound approached nearer and more near, till the imperfect light 
showed a dark and shadowy, but dense, column of men, armed 
with long spears, pole-axes, and other weapons, amidst which 
banners dimly floated. Colvin sufiered them iJo approach to the 
distance of about forty yards, and then gave the word, ‘ Fire ! ’ 
But hi^ own piece alone exploded ; a slight flame flashed from 
the touch-hole of the others, which had been spiked by the 
Italian deserters, and left in reality disabled, though apparently 
fit for service. Had they been all in the same -condition with 
that fired by Colvin, they would probably have verified his 
prophecy ; for even that single discharge produced an awful 
effect, and made a long lane of dead and wounded through the 
Swiss column, in which the first and leading banner was struck 
down. 

‘ Stand to it yet,’ said Colvin, ‘ and aid me if possible to 
reload the piece.’ 

For this, however, no time was allowed. A stately form, con- 
spicuous ill the front of the staggered column, raised up the fallen 
banner, and a voice as of a giant exclaim*ed, ‘ What, countrymen 1 
have you seen Murten and Granson, anil are you daunted by a 
single gnu ? Berne — Uri — Schwytz — banners forward ! Unter- 
waldcn, here is your standard ! Cry your war-cries, wind your 
horns. Untcrwalden, follow your Landamman 1’ 

They rushed on like a raging ocean, with a roar as deafen- 
ing and a course as impetuous. Colvin, still labouring to re- 
load his gun, was struck dowm in the act. Oxford and his son 
were overthrown by the multitude, the closeness of which 
])vevented any blows being aimed at them. Arthur partly 
saved himself by getting under the gun he was posted at ; 
his father, less fortunate, was much trampled upon, and must 
iiave been crushed to death but for his armour of proof. The 
human inundation, consisting of at least four thousand men, 
rushed down into the camp, continuing their dreadful shouts, 
soon mingled with shrill shrieks, groans, and cries of alarm. ^ 

A broad red glare rising behind the assailants, and putting 
f o shame the pallid lights of the winter morning, first recalled 
Arthur to a sense of his condition. The camp was on fire in 
his rear, and resounded wdth all the various shouts of conquest 
and terror that are heard in a town w^hich is stormed. Start- 
ing to his feet, he looked* around him for his father. ^ He 
lay near him senseless, as were the gunners, whose condition 
prevented their attempting an escape. Having opened his 
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lather’s casque, he was rejoiced to see him give symptoms of 
reanimation. 

/The horses — the horses !’ said Arthur. ‘Thiebault, where 
art thou V 

^ At hand, my lord,’ said that trusty attendant, who had 
saved himself and his charge by a prudent retreat into a small 
thicket, Which the assailants h^ avoided that they might not 
disorder their ranks. 

‘ Where is the gallant Colvin ? ? said the Earl ; ‘ get him a 
horse, I will not leave him in jeopardy.’ 

‘His wars are ended, my lord,’ said Thiebault : ‘he will 
never mount steed more.’ 

A look and a sigh as he saw Colvin, with the ramrod in lirs 
hand, before the muzzle of the piece, his head cleft by a Swiss 
battle-axe, was all the moment permitted. 

‘Whither must we take our course?’ said Arthur to his 
father. 

‘To join the Duke,’ said the Earl of Oxford. ‘ It is not on 
a day like this that I will leave him.’ 

‘ So please you,’ said Thiebault, ‘ I saw the Duke, followed 
by some half-score of Ms guards, riding at full speed across this 
hollow watercourse, and making for the open country to the 
northward. I think I can guide you on the track.’ 

‘If that be so,’ replied Oxford, ‘we will mount and follow 
him. The camp has been assailed on several places at onc(', 
and all must be over since he has fled.’ 

With diflBculty they assisted the Ejirl of Oxford to his hors(', 
and rode as fast as his retuniing strength j)erraittcd in the 
direction which the Proven9al pointed out. Their oria r 
attendants wore dispersed or slain. 

They looked back more than once on the camp, now onr 
great scene of conflagration, by whose red and glaring light 
they could discover on the ground tlie traces of ('harles’s 
retreat. About three miles from the scene of their defeat, 
the sound of which they still heard, mingled with tlie he]]>s of 
Nancy, which were ringing in triumph, they reachtMl a half 
frozen swamp, round which lay several dead bodies. The most 
conspicuous was that of Charles of Burgundy,* once the poHse.ssor 
of such unlimited power, such unboundf^d wealth. Ho was 
partly stripped and plundered, as were those w ho lay round 
him. His body was pierced witii'^ several wounds, infliete<l by 
various weapons. His sword was still in his hand, and the 
« See Chlirlee the Note 12. 
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singular ferocity which was wont* to animate his features in. 
battle still dwelt on his stifFeAed countenance. Close behind 
liirn, as if they had fallen in the act of mutual fight, lay the 
corpse of Count Albert of Gcierstein ; and that of dtal Schreqk-. 
enwald, the faithful though unscrupulous follower of the latter, 
ay not far distant. Both were in the dress of the men-at-arms 
composing the Duke^s guard, a disguise probably assumed to 
execute the fatal commission of the Secret Tribunal. It is 
supposed that a party of the traitor Campo-basso’s men h^d 
been engaged in the skirmish in which the Dube fell, for six or 
seven of them, and about the same number of the Duke’s 
guards, were found near the spot. 

1 he Earl of Oxford threw himself from his horse, and 
examined the body of his deceased brother -in -arms with all 
the sorrow insj)ircd by early remembrance of his kindness. 
But, as he gave way to the feelings inspired by so melancholy 
an example of the fall of human greatness, Thiebault, who was 
looking out on the patli they had just pursued, exclaimed, ‘To 
horse, my lord ! licre is no time to mourn the dead, and little 
to save the living — the Swiss are upon us.’ 

‘ Fly tliyself, good fellow^,’ said tlte fiarl ; ‘and do thou, 
Arthur, lly also, and save thy youth for happier days. I 
cannot and will not lly farther. I will render me to the pur- 
suers ; if tliey take mo to grace,* it is well; if not, there is one 
above that will receive me to His.’ 

‘1 will not tly,’ said Arthur, ‘and leave you defenceless: I 
will stay and share your fate.’ 

‘And 1 will remain also,’ said Thiebault; ‘the Switzers 
make fair war when their blood has not been heated by much 
o[>j)()sition, and they have had little enough to-day.’ 

The* [)arty (^f Sw iss winch came up proved to be Sigismund, 
witli his brother Frm^st and some of the youths of Unter- 
wahh'ii. Sigismund kindly and joyfully received them to 
nuaxy ; and thus, ioi* the third time, rendered Arthur an im- 
portant service, in return for the kindness he had expressed 
towards him. 

‘ I will take you to my father,’ said Sigismund, ‘who will be 
right glad to see you ; only that he is ill at ease just now for 
the dt'atli of brother Rudiger, who fell with the banner in his 
liand, by the only cannon that w^as fired this morning; the. rest 
could not bark : Campo-ba^o had muzzled Colvin’s mastiffs, or 
we should many more of us have been served like poor Rudiger, 
but (k)ivin liimself is kille(^’ 
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tam^ j|L jrour correspondence?* said 

"" OU!^ — we sooqm &^||p|p>eapanions — but some dealing 

there between the Italian s^tluke Ferrand ; and having 
disabled the cannon, and filled the (xerman guifners soundly 
drunk, he oame off to our camp with fifteen hundred horse, 
and offered to act with us. “But no — no!” said my father, 
“ traitors come not into oiir Swiss host ” ; and so, though we 
walked in at the. door which he left open, we would not have 
his company. <»So he marched with Duke Ferrand to attack 
the other extremity of the camp, where he found them entrance 
by announcing them as the return of a reconnoitring party/ 

*Nay, then,* said Arthur, ^a more accomplished traitor 
never drew breath, nor one who drew his net with such 
success.* 

* You say well,* answered the young Swiss. ‘ The Duke will 
never, they say, be able to collect another army.* 

‘Never, young man,* said the Earl of Oxford, ‘for he lies 
dead before you.* 

Sigismund started; for he had an inherent respect, and 
somewhat of fear, foi* the lofty name of Charles the Bold, and 
could hardly believe that the mangled corpse which now lay 
before him was once the personage he had been taught to 
dread. But his surprise was mingled with sorrow when he saw 
the body of his uncle, Count Albert of Geierstein. 

‘ Oh, my uncle ! * he said — ‘ my dear uncle Albcil ! has all 
your greatness and your wisdom brought you to a death at 
the side of a ditch, like any crazed beggar? Come, this sad 
news must be presently told to my father, who will he con- 
cerned to hear of his brothers death, which will jxdd gall to 
bitterness, coming on. the back of poor Rudiger*s. It is some 
comfort, however, that father and uncle never could abide each 
other.* 

With some difficulty they once more assisted the of 
Oxford to horseback, and were proceeding to set forward, when 
the English lord said, ‘You will place a guard here, t(^ save 
these bodies from farther dishonour, that they may be interred 
with duo solemnity/ 

/By, Our Lady of'Einsiedlen ! I thank you for the hint,’ 
Yes, we should do all that the church am 
Iw unde Alb^ It is to be hope4 he lias not gambled awfiy 
his soul b^^han^i playing with Satan at odds axKl ovens. 

{ would wS bad h pwest to efcay<ij>y his |kk»? body; but it 
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matters not,' since no one evd^ beard of a* demon 
just before breakfast/ 

, They pr9ceeded to the Landamman^s quarters, ei^ts 

and scenes which Arthur, and even his father, s&w'eU ttceuistomed 
to war in all its shapes, could not look upon wltl^t diudder^ 
ing. But the simple Sigismund, as he walked Arthur’s side, 
contri\%d to hit upon a theme so biteresting' as to divert his 
sense of the horrors around theni. 

‘ Have you farther business in Burgundy, now this Du^e oi 
yours is at an end'?’ * 

‘My father knows best,’ said Arthur; ‘but I apprehend we 
have none. The Duchess of Burgundy, who must now succeed 
to some sort of authority in her late husband’s dominion, 
is sister to this Edward of York, and a mortal enemy to the 
house of Lancaster, and to those who have stood by it 'faith- 
fully. It were neither prudent nor safe to tany where she has 
influence.’ 

‘In that case,’ said Sigismund, ‘my plan will fadge bravely. 
You shall go back to Geierstein, and take up your dwelling 
with us. Your father will be a brother to mine, and a better 
one than uncle Albert, whom he seldom Ww or spoke with ; 
while with your father he will converse from morning till night, 
and leave us all the work of the farm. And you, Arthur — you 
shall go with us, and be a brother to us all, in place of poor 
Rudiger, who was, to be sure, my real brother, which yoli can- 
not be. Nevertheless, I did not like him so well, in respect he 
was not so good-natured. And then Anne — cousin Anne — is 
left all to my father’s charge, and is -now at Geierstein ; and 
)ou know. King Arthur, we used to call her Queen Guenever/ 

‘ You spoke great folly then,’ said Arthur. 

' But it is great truth. For, look you, i loved to tell Anne 
tales of (mr hunting, and so forth; but she would not listen a 
word till I threw in something of King Arthur, and then I 
warrant she would sit still as a heath-hen when the h^wk is 
in the heavens. And now Donnerhugel is slain, you know you 
may marry my cousin when you and she will, for nobody hath 
interest to prevent it.’ 

xirthur Mushed with pleasure under his .helmet, and almost 
forgave that new year’s morning all its complicated dis- 
tresses. ' . ■ . . r 

‘You forget,’ he replied* .to Sigismund, with as much ipr 
diflerence as he could assume, ‘ that I nay be viewed in youir r; 
country with prejudice on. apiBount of Rudolph’s death.’ 
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* Not a whit — not a whit ; we bear no malice for what is 
done in fair fight under shield. It is no more than if you had 
beat him in wrestling or at quoits, only it is a game cannot 
be played over again.* 

They now entered the town of Nancy ; the windows were 
hung with tapestry, and the streets crowded with tumultuous 
and rejoicing multitudes, jvhom the success of the battle had 
relieved from great alarm for the formidable vengeance of 
Charles of Burgundy. 

The prisoners were received with the utmost kindness by 
the Landamman, who assured them of his protection and friend- 
ship. He appeared to support the death of his son Rudiger 
with stern resignation. 

‘ He had rather,* he said, ^ his son fell in battle than that 
he should live to despise the old simplicity of his country, and 
think the object of combat was the gaining of spoil. The gold 
of the dead Burgundy,* he added, ‘would injure the morals of 
Switzerland more irretrievably' than ever his sword did their 
bodies.* 

He heard of his brother’s death without surprise, but 
apparently with emotion. 

‘It was the conclusion,* he said, ‘of a long tissue of am- 
bitious enterprises, which often offered fair })rosp(‘Cts, but 
uniformly ended in disappointment. 

The Landamman farther intimated, that his brotlier had 
apprised him that he was engaged in an affair of so inueh 
danger that he was almost certain to ])erish in it, and had 
bequeathed his daughter to her uncle’s care, with instructions 
respecting her. 

Here they parted for the present, but shortly after the 
Landamman inquired earnestly of the Karl of ()\foi*d A\hat his 
motions were like to be, and whether he coidd assist tle ni. 

‘I think of choosing Bretagne for my ])Iace of / aii 

swered the Earl, ‘where my wife has dwelt since the haltie of 
Tewkesbury expelled us from Englan<i.* 

‘Do not so,* said the kind Landamman, ‘bnt come to Koior 
stein with the Countess, where, if she can, lik(‘ you, enduK^ oiu' 
mountain manners and mountain fare, yon ar<‘ welcome, as to 
the house of a brother, to a soil where ncitlicr conspiracy tinr 
treason ever flourished. Bethink you, the l)uke of lirotagra’ 
is a weak prince, entirely governed by a wiedeed favom itc, I’ctc r 
Landais. He is as capable — T mean the minister — of soiling 
brave men’s blood as a butcher selling bullock’s tlesh ; and 
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you know there are those, both in France and Burgundy, that 
thirst after yours.’ 

The Earl of Oxford expressed his thanks for the proposal, 
and his determination to profit by it, if approved of by Henry 
of Lancaster, Earl of Richmond, whom he now regarded as his 
sovereign. 

• 

To close the tale, about threp months after the battle of 
Nancy, the banished Earl of Oxford resumed his name of 
Pliilipson, bringing with his lady some remnants,of their former 
wealth, which enabled them to procure a commodious residence 
near to Gcierstein ; and the Landamman’s interest in the state 
procured for them the right of denizenship. The high blood 
and the moderate fortunes of Anne of Geierstein and Arthur 
do Vere, joined to their mutual inclination, made their marriage 
in every respect rational ; and Annette with her bachelor took 
up their residence with the young people, not as servants, but 
niechanical aids in the duties of the farm ; for Arthur continued 
to prefer the chase to the labours of husbandry, which was of 
little consequence, as his separate iwome amounted, in that 
poor country, to opulence. Time glidsjd On, till it amounted 
to five years since the exiled family had been inhabitants of 
Switztu’land. Tn the year 1482, the Landammaii Biederman 
died the death of the righteous, lamented universally, as a 
mod (4 of the true and valiant, simple-minded and sagacious 
eliie.fs who ruled the ancient Switzers in peace, and headed 
tlu'in in battle. In the same year, the Earl of Oxford lost his 
noble countess. 

but th(? star of Lancaster at that period began again to 
culminate, and called the banished lord and his son from their 
retirement, t<i mix once more in politics. .The treasured neck- 
];ue of Margaret was then put to its destined use, and the 
prodiKH! a])plied to levy those bands which shortly after fought 
i]ic celebrated battle (k Bosworth, in \vhich the arms of Oxford 
und his sou contributed so much to the success of Henry VII. 
4’his changed the destinies of De Vere and his lady. Their 
Swiss farm was conferred on Annette and her husband; and 
lia' mainu'ra and beauty of Anne of Geierstein attracted as 
miich admiration at the English court as formerly in the Swiss 
chalet. 
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Note 1. — Double-gangers, p. 142 

DoUBLE-WALKKits, a namo in Germany for those aerial duplicates of humanity 
'who represent the features and appearance of other living persons. 


Note 2.— Louis XT.’s Ministers, p. 173 

Louis XI. was probably the first king of Franco who flung aside all aflfocta- 
tion of c;lio(wing his ministers from among the nobility. Ho often placed men 
of mean birth in situations of the highest trust. 


Note 3.— German Dungeon, p. 176 

111 eoiinoxion with the description of \his dungeon, it may be stated that 
tlio Author, in cfirnposing this novel, derived considerable assistance from a 
journal of foreign travel, the work of his intimate friend the late James Skene 
of Ivubislaw. it is also curious to observe that in the Archceologia Scotica^ 1823, 
vol. lii. p. 17, there appears an account by Mr. Skene of a suite of apart- 
ments excavated from the rocks on which the castle of Baden, in Swabia, 
s!;tnds, supposed to have been connected with the jurisdiction of the Secret 
'rrjlniual in that country {Laing), 


Note 4.— Public Executioner, p. 199 

T'hero is abundant evidence that in the middle ages the office of public 
executioner was esteemed highly honourable all over Germany. It still is, in 
.such parts of that country as retain the old custom of execution by stroke of 
sword, very far from being held discreditable to the extent to which we carrv 
our feelings on the subject, and which exposed the magistrates of a Scotch 
(own, I rather think no less a one than Glasgow, to a good deal of ridicule 
\\ heii they advertised, some few years ago, on occasion of the death of their 
hanc'man, that ‘ none but persons of respectable character.’ need apply for 
t he vacant situation. At this day in China, in Persia, and probably m other 
Oriental kingdoms, the chief executioner is one of the great officers of state, 
and is as proud of the emblem of hlf fatal duty as any European lord chamber- 
lain of his golden key. ^ , x. ^ i • ui. « 

The circumstances of the strange trial and execution of the kmgbt of 
Hiigenbach aru. detailed minutely by M. de Baranto from contemporary MS. 

xxiil 3^ 
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documents ; and the reader will be gratified with a specimen of that writer’s 
narrative. A translation is also given for the 'benefit of many of my kind 
readers. 

De toutes parts on 4tait accouru par mllliers pour assister au proc^ de ce cruel 
gouverneur, tant la haine 4tait grande oontre lui. De sa prison, il entendait retentir 
sur le pont, et au-dessous des vofites de la porte, le pas des chevaux, et s'enqu6rait k son 
gedlier de ceux qui arrivaient, soit pour 6tre ses juges, soft pour dtre tdmoins de son 
supplies. Parfois le gedlier repondait, ‘Ce sont des strangers ; ie ne les connais pas.’ 
‘Ne sont-ce pas,' disait le prisonnier, * des gens assez mal vdtus, de haute tai}le, de forte 
apparence, months sur des chevaux ^x courtes oreilles ? ’ et si le gedlier repondait, ‘ Oui ’ 
— ‘ Ah ce sont les Suisses.’ s’dcriait Hagenbach. ‘ Mon Dieu, ayez piti6 de moi I’ et il se 
rappelait toutes les insultes qu'il leur avait faites, toutes ses insolences envers eux. 11 
pensait, mais trop tard, que c’dtait leur alliance avec la maison d'Autriche qui etait 
cause de sa perte. 

Le 4 Mai 1474, dprds avoir dtd mis k la question, il fut, k la diligence d'Hermann 
d’lSptingen, gouvemeur pour I’archiduc, amene devant ses juges, sur la place publique de 
Brisach. ^ contenance dtait forme et d’un homme qui ne craint pas la mort. Henri 
Iselin do B&le porta la parole au nom d’Hermann d'Bptingen, agissant pour le seigneur et 
le [du] pays. Il parla k peu pres en ces termes : ‘ Pierre de Hagenbach, chevalier, raaitre 
d’hdtel de Monseigneur le Due de Bour^gne, et son gouvemeur dans lea pays de Perette 
et Haute-Alsace, aurait dft respecter lea privileges reserves par I’acte d’engagenient ; 
mais il n’a pas moins fouie aux pieds les lois de Dieu et des hoinmes, que les droits jures 
et garantis au pays. H a fait mettre k mort sans jugement quatre honnetes bourgeois de 
Thann ; il a depouill6 la ville de Brisach de sa juridiction, et y a etabli juges et con- 
suls de son choix ; il a rompu et disperse les communautes de la bourgeoisie et des 
metiers ; il a leve des lmx>6ts par sa seule volonte ; il a, contre toutes les lois, log6 chez 
les habitans des gens de guerre — Lombards, Frangais, Picards, ou Flaniands ; et a 
favoris4 leur d^sordres et pillages. Il leur a m6me command^ d’egorger leurs hotes 
durant la nuit, et avait fait preparer, pour y embarquer les femmes et les enfans, des 
bateaux qui devaient ^tre submerges dans le Rhin. Enfln, lors m^me qu’il rejetterait 
de telles cruaut^s sur les ordres qu’il a requs, comment pourrait*il s’excuser d’avoir 
fait violence et outrage 4 I’hor leur de tant de filles et femmes, et ineme de saintc.s 
religieuses ? ’ 

D’autres accusations furent port^es dans les interrogatoires ; et des ternoius attes- 
t^rent les violences faites aux gens de Mulhausen et aux marchands de B^le. 

Poor suivre toutes les formes de la justice, on avait donne un avocat A, I’aconsc*, 

‘ Messire Pierre de Hagenliach,’ dit-il, ‘ ife roconnait d’autre juge et d’autre seigneur qm* 
Monseigneur le Due de Bourgogne, dont il avait commission, et recevait les cominamli*- 
mens. Il n’avait nul droit de contrdler les ordres qu’il ^tait cbarg6 d’ext'Cuter, et sou 
devoir ^tait d’obeir. Ne sait-on pas quelle soumission les gens de guerre doivent A leur 
seigneur etmaitre? Croit-on que le laudvogt do Monseigneur le I)uc eht A lui romou- 
trer et A lui resister ? Et monseigneur n'a-t-il pas ensuite, par sa presence, couftnne et 
ratiilA tout ce qui avait etc fait en son norri ? Si des impdts ont et4 demamles, e’est 
qu’il avait besoin d’argent. Pour les recueillir, il a bien fallu punir ceux qui sr refu- 
saient k payer. C'est ce que Monseigneur le Due, et meme rem][)ejeur, quaud ils sont 
venus, ont reconnu n^cessalre. Le logemoiit dos gens de guerre etait aussi la smte tb s 
ordres du Due. Quant A la juridiction de Brisach, le landvogt pouvait il sou ft nr cette 
rteistance? Enfin dans unc affaire si grave, od il y va de la vie, convient-il de i»rodnijv 
comme un veritable grief, le dernier dont a parle I'accusateur? Panni ceux qui ccou- 
tent, y en a-t-il un seul qui puisse se vanter de ne pas avoir saisi les occasions di' sf> 
divertir? N’est-il pas clair que Messire de Hagenbach a seulement protito la boituc 
volontd de quelques femmes ou fllles ; ou, pour mettre les cboses au pis, qu’ii n’a rkro #' 
d'autre contrainte envers elles qu’au moyen de son bon argent?’ 

Les juges siAgdrent Icmgtera^ sur leur tribunal. Douze heures cnticres passi rcjit 
sans que raffaire fftt termln<^e. Le Sire de Hagenbach, U/ujours fertuc ct caluic, uVil- 
lAguad’aut^es defenses, d’autres excuses, quecelles qu’ilavaitdonu^s d»!qA sous la tort ju u 
-ries ordres et la volontA de son seigneur, qui etait son seul juge, et le seul qui pul Im 
demander comifte. 

Bnfin, i sept heures du,soir, k la clartA des flambeaux, leg juges, apr^s avoir d/ciarf* 
qu'Aeux appartenait le droit de prononcer sur les crimes imputes au laudvogt, le i’.reut 
rappeler, et rendirent leur sentence qui le condamna k mort. H ne sVmiut pa« davsu- 
ta^, et demanda pour toute grace a'avoir seulement la t^te tranchAe. Unit bounvanx 
des diverses villes se presentArent pour exAeuter Parrot. Celui do Colmar, (|ui ymssiMt 
pour le plus adroit, fut pr6f6rA. Avant de le c<,^dulre A I'AcliafaUd. les seize chcvatici s 
qui faiiwient partle des juges requirent que Messire de Hagenbach tkt dt^radede sa 
dignltA de chevalier et de tous ses honneurs. Pour lore s'av&nqa Oaspard Hurtcr, 
hSaut de 1 Wpereur, etildit: ‘Pierre de Hagenbach, 11 me d^pudt grandetnent que 
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VOU8 ayez si mal employ6 votre vie mortelle, de sorte qu'll convient que vous perdiez 
non seulenient la dignit6 et ordre de chevalerie, mais aussi la vie. Votre devoir ^it de 
rendre la justice, de proteger la veuve et I’orphelin, de respeqter les femmes et lea 
filles, d’honorer les saintes pr^tres, de vous opposer & touto injuste violence, et, au 
contniire, vous avez commis tout ce que vous deviez emp6cher. Ayant ainsi forfait au 
noble ordre de chevalerie, et aux sermens que vous aviez jur6s, les chevaliers Ici'pres^ins 
in’ont eiijoint de vous en 6ter les insignes. Ne les voyant pas sur vous en ce moment 
je vous proclame indigne chevalier de St. George, au nom et 4 I’honneur duquel on vous 
avait autrefois honors du baudrier de chevalerie.’ Puis s'avanca Hermann d’Eptlngen : 
‘ Puis qu’on vient de te degrader de chevalerie, je te d6pouille de ton collier, chaine 
d’or, aniieau, poignard, eperon, gantelet.’ II les lui prit et lui en frappa le visage, et 
ajouta ; ‘ Chevaliers, et vous qui dAsirez le devenir, j’espere quo cette punition publiquo 
vous servira d’exemple, et que vous vivrez dans la crainte de Dleu, noblenient et vail- 
laniment, selon la dignite de la chevalerie et Vhonneur do votre nom.’ Enfln, Thomas 
Hchutz, prev6t d’Einsisheim et mar6chal de cette commission de juges, se leva, et 
s’adressant au bourreau, lui dit : ‘ Faites selon la justice.’ a 

Tons les juges monterent a cheval ainsi qu’Hermann d’Eptingen. Au milieu d’eux 
Tuarchait Pierre de Hagenbach,* entre deux prStres. C'6tait pendant la nuit. Des 
torches cclairaient la marche ; une foule immense se pressait autour de ce triste 
i-ortego. Le condamiie a’entretenait avec son confesseur d’un air pieux et recueilli. 
inais tVrme ; se recominandant aussi aux prieres de tous ceux qui I’entouraient. Arrive 
<luns une prairie devant la porte de la ville, il monta sur Techafaud d’un pas assur6 ; 
puis clevant la voix — 

‘ Je n’ai pas peur de la inert,’ dit-il ; ‘ encore que je ne I’attendisse pas de cette sorte, 
luais bieii les armes 4 la main ; ce que je plains c*est tout le sang que le mien fera couler. 
Moiiscigneur no laissera point ce jour sans vengeance pour moi. Je ne regrette ni ma 
vie, ni mon corps. . . . J’etaia homme — priez pour moi.’ ... II s’entretint encore un 
in.stant avec le confesseur, pr6senta la tete et requt le coup.— [BnuoifeRE de] Barante 
[Hisfnire des Dues de Dourgogne, x. pp. 189-196]. 


Translation 

• 

fSneh was the dotostation in which this cruel governor was held, that multitudes 
tlockcd in from all quarters to be present at his trial. He heard from his prison the 
l)I•ld^(^ and the archway of the gate re-echo with the tread of horses, and would ask of 
Ills jaihw iv'specting those who were arriving, whether they might be his judges, or 
tliose desirous of witnessing his punishmerft. Sometimes the jailer would answer, 
‘These ani strangers whom I know not.’ ‘Are not they,’ said the prisoner, ‘men 
nuvinly ola<l, tall in stature, and of bold mien, mounted on short-eared horses?* And 
if the jailer answered in the affirmative, ‘Ah, these are the Swiss,’ cried Hagenbach. 

‘ iMy Cod, have mercy on me ! ’ and he recalled to mind all the insults and cruelties ho 
had lica])(‘d upon them. ITe considered, but too late, that their alliance with the house 
of Austria had been his destruction. 

On the 4th of May 1474, after being put to the torture, he was brought before his 
judges in the public square of Brisach, at the instance of Hermann d’Bptingen, who 
uiovi'rned for the Archduke. His countenance was firm, as one who fears not death. 
Ill nry Iselin of Bale first spoke in the name of Hermann d’Eptingen, who acted for the 
Ion I find [of] the country. He proceeded in nearly these t»rms : ‘ Peter de Hagenbach, 
kniglit, steward of my lord the Duke of Burgundy, and his governor in the country of 
FerrI (e and llaute-Alsace, was bound to ob.serve the privileges reserved by act of coni- 
jiart, but he has alike trampled under foot the laws of God and man, and the rights 
which liave been guaranteed by oath to the country. He has caused four worshipful 
bnrgi'sses of 'riiann to bo put to death without trial ; he has spoiled the city of Brisach, 
and i'r,tablislied there judges and consuls cho.sen by himself; he has broken and dis- 
pi'isrd the various communities of burghers and craftsmen ; he has levied imposts of 
ins own will ; contrary to every law, he has quartered upon the inhabitants soldiers of 
\arioiis countries, jA:)Mibards, French, men of Picardy, and Flemings, and has encour- 
aged them in and disorder ; he has even commanded these men to butcher their 

hosts during ibt vi.rhi , ami had csiusimI boats to be prepared to embark therein women 
Hid i diildren to be sunk in the Rhine. Finally, should he plead the orders which he 
bad received as an excu.se for these cruelties, how can he clear himself of having dis- 
honoured so many women and maidens, even those under religious vows?’ 

Other accusations w^ere brought against him by examination, and witnesses proved 
out lagcs committed on the people of Mulhausen and the merchants of B&le. 

That every form of justice might be observed, an advocate was appointed to defend 
the ai ( used. ‘Messire Peter de Hagenbach,’ said he, ‘lacognises no other judge or 
master tbau my lord the Duke of Burgundy, whose commission he«bore and whose 
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orders he reo^ved. He had no control over the orders he was charged to execute : his 
duty was to obey. Who is ignorant of the submission due by military retainers to 
their l(»rd and master? Can any one believe that the landvogt of my lord the Duke 
could remons^te with txt resist him T And has not my lord confirmed and ratified by 
his presence aU acts done in his name ? If imposts have been levied, it was because he 
had need of money ; to obtain it, it was necessary to punish those who refused payment ; 
this proceeding my lord the Bake, and the Bmperor himself, when present, have con- 
sidered as expedient. The quarter^ of soldiers was also in accordance with the orders 
of the Duke. With respect to the jurisdiction of Brisach, could the landvogt permit 
any resistance from that quarter? To conclude, in so serious an afihir— one which 
touches the life of the prisoner— can the last accusation be really considered a griev- 
ance? Among all those who hear me^ is there one man who can sa^ he has never com- 
mitted similkr imprudences ? Is it not evident that Messire de Hagenbach has only 
taken advantage of ^e good*will of some girls and women, or, at the worst, that his 
money was the only restndnt imposed upon them ?' 

The judges sat f<^ a long time on tne tribunal. Twelve hours elapsed before the 
termination of the triaL ^e knight of Hagenbach, always calm and undaunted, 
brou^t forward no other defence or excuse than what he had before given when under 
the torture, vis. the orders and will erf his lord, who alone was his Judge, and wlio 
alone could demand an explanation. At length, at seven in the evening, and by the 
light of torches, the judges, after having declared it their province to pronounce judg- 
ment on the crimes of which the landvogt was accused, caused him to be called before 
them, and delivered their sentence condemning him to death. He betrayed no emotion, 
and only demanded as a favour that he should be beheaded. Eight executioners of 
various towns presented tiiemselves to execute the sentence ; the one belonging to 
Colmar, who was accounted the most expert, was preferred. 

Before conducting him to the scaffold, the sixteen knights who acted as judges 
required that Messire de B^enbacb should be d^raded from the dignity of knight, 
and from all his honours. Then advanced Caspar Hurter, herald of the Emperor, and 
said — * Peter de Ha^nbach, I deeply deplore that you have so employed your mortal 
life, that you must lose not only the dignity and honour of knighthood, but your life 
also. Your duty was to render fnstice, to protect the widow and orphan, to respect 
women and maidens, to honour the holy pnests, to oppose every unjust outrage ; but 
you have yourself committed vffiat you ought to have opiKwed in others. Having 
broken, therefbre, the oaths which you have sworn, and having forfeited the 
order of knighthood, the knights here present have enjoined mo to deprive you of its 
insignia. Not perceiving them on your person at this moment, ! proclaim you un- 
worthy knight of St. George, in whose name and honour you were formerly admitted 
in the order of knighthood.' Then Hennann d'Eptingen advanced. * 8ince you aro 
degnuied from knighthood, I deprive you of your collar, gold chain, ring, inmiard, spur, 
and gauntlet' He then took them from him, and, striking him on the face, added - 
'Knights, and you who aspire to that honour, I trust this public punl.shmeut will 
serve as an example to yon, and that you will live in the fear of God, nobly and vali- 
antly, in accordance with the dignity of knighthood and the honour of yournaTm .’ 
At last the provewt of Binsisheim, and marshal of that commission of judges, aros>‘, 
and addressmg himself to the executioner—' Let justice be done. ’ 

All the judges along with Hermann d'Eptingen, mounUsl on horscljack ; in the 
midst of them walked i^ter de Hagenbach between two priests. It was night, ami 
they inarched by the light of torches ; an immense crowd pres.sed around this sad pro- 
cession. The prisoner conversed with his confessor with pious, collected, and linn 
demeanoiir, recommending himself to the prayers of the spectators. On nmving at a 
meadow without the gate of the town, he mounted the scafffdd with a linn step, and 
elevating his voice, exclaimed— 

'I fear not death, I have always expected it; not, indeed, in this manner, hut with 
arms in my hand. I regret alone the blood which mine will caiwo to t>f- .shed: my 
lord will not permit this d^ to pass unavenged. I regret neither my life or b/fly. 1 
was a man— pray for me I * He conversed an instant more with his confe'jnor, prc‘.<mled 

his head, and received the blow. 


Note 5.— *Dkr Rhetn, dkr Khri?#,’ I>. 221 
This is one of the best and most popala^^of tho Gorrnnn <Hitios ; - 

Der Bhein, der Khein, gesegnet sei der Hbeln. 

Da wacbsen unsre Kebenpetc. 

V 
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Note 6.— Vbhmb, p. 253 

The word ‘ Vehme * is of uncertain derivation, but was always used to intimate 
this inquisitorial and secret court. The members were termed wmeddeiiy or 
initiated, answering to the modern phrase of illuminati, Mr. Palgrave seems 
inclined to derive the word ‘Vehme’ from ‘ehme,’ i,e, law, and he is prob- 
ably right. 

* Note 7.— Red Sojl, p. 260 

The parts of Germany subjected to the operation of the Secret Tribunal 
were called, from the. blood which it spilt, or from some other reason (Mr. 
Palgrave suggests the ground tincture of the ancient banker of the district), 
the Red Soil. Westphalia, as the limits of that country were understood^ in 
the middle ages, which are considerably different from the present boundaries, 
was the principal theatre of the Vehme. 


Note 8.— The Troubadours, p. 365 

The smoothness of the Provencal dialect, partaking strongly of the Latin, 
which had been spoken for so many ages in what was called for distinction’s 
sake the Roman province of Gaul, and the richness and fertility of a country 
.abounding in all that could delight the senses and soothe the imagination, 
naturally disposed the inhabitants to cultivate the art of poetry, and to value 
and foster the genius of those who distinguished themselves by attaining 
excellence in it. Troubadours, that is, ‘ finders ’ pr ‘ inventors,’ equivalent to the 
Northern term of * makers, ’ arose in every class, fron^^the lowest to the highest; 
and success in their art dignified men of the meanest rank, and added fresh 
lionours to those who were born in the patrician file of society. War and 
love, more especially the latter, were dictated to them by the chivalry of the 
times as the especial subjects of their verse. Such, too, were the themes of 
our Northern minstrels. But whilst the latter confined themselves in general 
to those well-known metrical histories in which scenes of strife and combat 
rnipgled with adventures of enchantment, and fables of giO'nts and monsters 
.subdued by valiant champions, such as best attracted the ears of the some- 
what duller and more barbarous warriors of northern France, of Britain, and 
of Germany, the more lively troubadours produced poems which turned on 
human passion, and on love, affection, and dutiful observance, with which the 
faithful knight was bound to regard the object of his choice, and the honour 
and respect with which she was bound to recompense his faithful services. 

Thus f.ir it cannot be disputed that the themes selected by the troubadours 
were those on which poetry is most naturally exerted, and with the best 
chance of rising to excellence. But it usually happens that, when anyone 
of the fine arts is cultivated exclusively, the taste of those who practise and 
admire it.s productions loses sight of nature, simplicity, and true taste, and 
( he artist endeavours to discover, while the public learn to admire,, some more 
complicated system, in which pedantry supersedes the dictates of natural 
fc'oling, and motophysical ingenuity is used instead of the more obvious quali- 
lk;.ations of simplicity and good sense. Thus, with the unanimous approbatmn 
of their hearers, the trouoadours framed for themselves a species of jwetry 
describing and 'inculcating a system pf metaphysical affection as inconsistent 
with nature as the minstrel’s tales of magicians and monsters ; with this evil 
to society, that it was calculated deeply to injure its manners and its morals. 
Every troubadour, or good knight, who took the maxims of their poetical 
school ft»r his rule, was bound to Aoose a lady love, the fairest and nobl^t 
to whom ho had access, to whom he dedicated at once his lyre and his sword, 
and who, m.'irried or single, was to be the object to whom his life, words, and 
fictions were to be devoted. On^Ee other hand, a lady thus honoured and 
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distmgiushdcl wi» bound, by accepting the services of such a gallant, to con- 
sider mm as her lover, and on all due oooasions to grace him as such with 
distin^^uished marks of personal favour. It is true that, according to the best 
authorities, the intercourse betwixt her lover and herself was to be entirely 
of a Platonic character, and the loyal swain was not to re<^uire, or the chosen 
lady to grant, anythii^ beyond the favour she might in strict modesty bestow. 
Even under this restriction, the system was like to make wild work with the 
domestic f^ce of families, since it permitted, or rather enjoined, such famili- 
arity betwixt the fair dame and her poetical admirer ; and very frequently 
human passions, placed in such % dangerous situation, proved too strong to 
be confined within the metaphysical bounds prescribed to them by so fant^tic 
and perilous a system. The injured husbands on many occasions avenged 
themselves with severity, and even with dreadful cruelty, on the unfaithful 
ladies, and the muiiical skill and chivalrous character of the lover proved no 
protection to his person. But the real spirit of the system was seen in this, 
that in the poems of the other trou^dours, by whom such events are 
recorded, their pity is all bestowed on the hapless lovers, while, without 
the least allowance for just provocation, the injured husband is held uj) to 
execration. 


Note 9.— Parliament of Love, p. 366 

In Provence, during the flourishing time of the troubadours, love was 
esteemed so grave and formal a part of the business of life, that a Parliament 
or High Court of Love was appointed for deciding such questions. This 
singul^ tribunal was, it may bo supposed, conversant with more of imaginary 
than of real suits ; but it is astonishing with what cold and y>edantic ingenuity 
the troubadours of whom, it consisted set themselves to plead and to decide, 
upon reasoning which was not less singular and able than out of place, the 
absurd ^estions which their own fantastic imaginations had previously de- 
vised. There, for example, is a reported case of much celebrity, where a iiidy, 
sitting in company with three persons who were her admirers, listened to one 
with the most favourable smiles, while she pressed the hand of the second, 
and touched with her own the foot of the third. It was a ca-so much agitated 
and. keenly contested in the Parliament of Love w'hich of these rivals laid 
received the distinguishing mark of the lady's favour. Much ingenuity wa-. 
wasted on this and rimilar cases, of which there is a collection, in all judicial 
form of legal proceedings, under the title of aroet^ d'awour (ml judged cu.>e> of 
the Court of Love). 


Note 10.— Head of the Vehmic TiaBr/NAiJ?, p. 417 

The Archbishop of Cologne was recognised as head of all the frw tribunal • 
(ne. the Vohmique benches) in Westphalia, by a writ of privilege granted in 
1353 by the En^ror Charles IV. Winoeslaus confirmed this art by a pn 
vilege dated 13^, in which the archbishop is termed Crami Master ef the 
Vehme, or Grand Inquisitor. And this prelate and other f>rje4s wi r < » re 
coura^d to exercise such oflSce by Pof>e lioniface 111., who^(o 
disiripHne permitted them in such cases to assunto the right uf judging in 
matters of life and death. 


Note 1L— Ouante«, p. 410 

Guantes, used by the Spanish as the French stiy nr the Ihigd'^h 

hatidsell or luckpenny— phrases used by inferiors U» their patrons ua the 

brii^ers of good news. 
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Notb 12 .— Charles the Bold, p. 458 

The following very striking passage is that in which Philip de Comines 
sums up the last scene of Charles the Bold, whose various fortunes he had 
long watched with a dark anticipation that a character so reckless, and capable 
of such excess, must sooner or later lead to a tragical result : — 

As soQft as the Count de Campo- basso arrived in the Duke of Lorrain’s army, word 
was sent him to leave the camp immediately, fox they would pot entertain, nor have 
any communication with, such traitors. Upon -v^ich message lie retir’d with his party 
to Coiide, a castle and pass not far off, where he fortified himself with carts and other 
things as well as he could, in hopes that, if the Duke of Burgundy was routed, he 
iniglit have an opportunity of coming in for share of the plunder, as he did afterwards. 
Nor was this practice with the Duke of Lorrain the most execrabm action that Campo- 
basso was guilty of; but before he left the army he conspir’d with several other officers 
(finding it was impracticable to attempt anything against the Duke of Burgundy’s 
person) to leave him just as they came to charge, for at that time he suppos’d it would 
put the Duke into the greatest terror and consternation, and if he fled, he was sure he 
could not escape alive, for he had order’d thirteen or fourteen sure men, some to run 
as soon as the Germans came up to charge ’em, and others to watch the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and kill him in the rout, which was well enough contrived ; I myself have seen 
two or three of those who were emidoyed to kill the Duke. Having tlius settled his 
conspiracy at home, ho went over to the Duke of Lorrain upon the approach of the 
German army ; but llnding they would not entertain him, he retired to Conde. 

The German army march’d forward, and with 'em a considerable body of French 
Iiorse, wliom the King had given leave to be present at that action. Several parties 
lay in ambush not far off, that if the Duke of Burgundy was routed, they might sur- 
1)1 ise some person of quality, or take .some considerable booty. By this every one may 
see into what a deplorable condition this poor Duke had brought himself by bis con- 
Unipt of good counsel. Both armies being join’d*, the Duke of Burgundy’s forces 
having been twice beaten before, and by consequence wea& and dispirited, and ill pro- 
vided besides, were quickly broken and entirely defeated. Many sav’d themselves and 
go+ off; the rest were either taken or kill'd; and among ’em the Duke of Burgundy 
himsidf was kill’d on the spot. . . . One Monsieur Claude of Bausmont, captain of the 
Cas^tk* of Dier in Lorrain, kill’d the Duke of Burgundy. Finding his army routed, he 
mounted a swift horse, and endeavouring to ^wim a little river in order to make his 
r-scape, his horse fell with him, and overset him. The Duke cry’d out for quarter to 
tin’s gentleman who was pursuing him, but he being deaf, and not hearing him, im- 
metliately kill’d and stripp’d him, not knowing who he was, and left him naked in the 
(liteh, where liis body was found the next day after the battle; which the Duke of 
Lorrain (to his eternal honour) buried with great pomp and magnificence in St. George’s 
elmreh, in the old town of Nancy, himself and all his nobility, in deep mourning, 
af tending the corpse to the grave. The following epitaph was some time afterwards 
ongrav’d on his tomb : — 

Carolus hoc busto Burgundoe gloria gentis 

Condi tur, Europae qui liiit ante tim#r. . . . 


T saw a seal ring of his, since his death, at Milan, with his arms cut curiously upon a 
s inlonyx that I liavo seen liim often wear in a riband at his breast, which was sold at 
Milan lor two ducats, and had been stolen from him by a rascal that waited on him in- 
iii-» ( liamber. I have often seen the Duke dress’d and undress’d in great state and 
foi-mality, ami attended by very great persons; but at his death all this pomp and 
ma-milicencH ceas’d, and his family w^as involv'd in the same rum with himself . . . and 
\rrv likely as a punishment for his having deliver’d up the Constable not long before, 
out of a ‘base and avaricious principle; but God forgive him. I have known him a 
Duwerful and honourable pi ince, in as great e.steem, and as much courted by his neigh- 
iM.urs (wlien his'-afl'airs were in a prosperous condition), as any prince in Europe, and 
oM hans more ; and I cannot conceive wh#t should provoke God Almighty s displeasure 
'o highly against him, unless it was his self-love and arrogance, in appropnatmg ali 
the success of his enterprises, and all .the renown he ever acquir’d, to his own wisdom 
ami comlimt, without attributing anything to God. Yet, to speak truth, he was master 
r,f sev^nil good qualities. No prince tver had a greater ambition to entertain young 
noblemen than he, nor was more careful of their educatior. His presents and bounty 
U‘rc never profuse and extravagant, because he gave to many, and had a mind every- 
biilyshoukl taste of it. No prince wa^ever more easy of access to his servants and 
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, Whilst I was in his service he was never cruel, but a little before his death 

he tbc^ up that humour, which was an infallible sign of the shortness of his life. He 
was veiy splendid and curious in his dress, and in everything else, and indeed a little 
too inu<m* Hepaid great honours to all ambassadors and foreigners, and entertain'd 
them noldy. His ambitious desire of fame was insatiable, and it was that which in- 
duced him te be eternally in wars, more than any other motive. He ambitiously desir’d 
to imitate the old kln^ and heroes of antiquity, whose actions still shine in history, 
and are so much talked of in the World, and his courage was equal to any prince’s of 
his time. 

But all his desi|^8 and imaginations were vain and extravagant, and turn’d after- 
wards to his own dishonour and confusion, for ’tis the conqoerors and not the Conquer'd 
that purchase to themselves renown. c> I cannot easily determine towards whom God 
Almighty sheVd His anger most, whether towards him who died suddenly without 
pain or sickness in the field of battle, or towards his subjects who never enjoy’d peace 
after his death, but were continually involv’d in wars, against which they were notable 
to maintain themselves, upon account of the civil dissentions and cruel animosities 
that arose among ’em ; ana that which was the most insupportable was, that the very 
people to whom they were now oblig'd for their defence and preservation were the 
wnnans, who were strangers, and not long since their professed enemies. In short, 
after the Duke’s death, there was not a neighbouring state that wish'd them to prospr, 
nor even Germany that defended ’em. And by the management of their affhirs, their 
understanding seem’d to be as much infetuated as their master’s, for they rejected all 
good counsel, and pursued such methods as directly tended to their destruction ; and 
they are still in such a condition, that though they have at present some little ease 
and relaxation from their sorrows, yet 'tis with great danger of a relapse, and ’tis well 
if it turns not in the end to their utter ruin. 

I am partly of their opim'on who maintain, that God gives princes, as He in His 
wisdom thinks fit, to punish or chastise the subjects ; and He disposes the affection of 
subjects to their princes, as He has determin’d to raise or depress ^em. Just so it has 
pleas’d Him to d^ with the house of Burgundy ; for, after a long series of riches and 
prosperity, and six-and-twenty years* peace under three illustrious princes, predecessors 
to this Charles (all of ’em excelled persons, and of great prudence and discretion), it 
pleas’d God tao send this Duke Cnarles, who involv’d them in bloody wars, as well 
winter as summer, to their ^eat Cffliction and expense, in which most of their richest 
and stoutest men were either kill’d or utterly undone. Their misfortunes began at 
the siege of Noz, and so continu’d for three or four battles successively to the very 
hour of his death ; and after such a manner, that at the last the whole strength of 
their country was destroy'd, and all kill’d or taken prisoners who had any z^l or 
afilbction for the house of Burgundy, and had power to defend the state and di^iity of 
that family; so Hiat in a manner their losses were equal to, if 7»ot over-balane’ii, 
their former prosperity ; for as I have seen these princes heretofore ])ulssant, rich, 
and honourable, so ft fared the same with their subjects ; for I think 1 have seen 
and known the greatest part of Europe ; yet I never knew any province or country, 
tho’ perhaps of a larger extent, so abounding In money, so extravagantly fine in fjirru’ 
tore for their horses, so sumptuous in their buildings, so profu.se in tlieir expen.ws, w) 
luxurious in their feasts ana entertainments, and so prodigal in all resi)ect.H, ua (he 
subjects of these princes, In my time . . . but it has pleased (hnl at one blow to subvert 
and min this powerful and illiwtrious family. . . . Such changes and n^volutioiis »-f 
states end kingdoms God in His providence has wrought before we were ts.>rn, and will 
do again when we are in our graves ; for this is a certain maxim, that the nro^jHirity 
or adversity of princes are wholly at His di8i)OHaI.-~CoMiKKh, lha>k V. clup. (x. 
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Abye, to pay tho penalty 
of, atone for 

Adjeotki), appended, 
added 

Acjnks, Queen (p. 160), 
wife of Kinj; Andrew of 
Hungary, and daughter 
of the (Emperor) Albert, 
took inhuman venge- 
ance on her father's mur- 
(ierers 

Akjhktte, a plume of 
feathers 

Af,BEKT, Emueuor, movo 
correctly Kimi ok the 
lioMANS, was as,sasHin- 
att;d by his nephews and 
other eonspii'ators near 
Habsburg in Switzerland 
in ISOS 

Alma IN, or Allemaone, 
Germany 

Ai.n EK Eo<Ti, second self 

Anii-rnE, a little song 

AnyuEfiusiER, a soldier 
armed with an arqne- 
bnse., an early form of 
musket. 

^KKESTH OK TX)VE, docrces 
of the troubadour courts 
of love. Nre IS'ote P, p. 
•170 

Asj, f)r yiCsiR, a class of 
gods in ancient HcAudi- 
navian mythology 

Asses, Festival of. See 
Festival of vVsses 

Ahi’Uuioitk, ast ute, shrewd 

Au sKCHF/r, fora conllden- 
tial considtation 

Ave, Ave Maria, Hail to 
thee, Mary ! A prayer 
beginning Muth these 
words 


Baareniiauter, correctly, 
Barenhauter, a ‘ liear's- 
hider,’ a nickname given 
to the lanzknechte, or 
landsknecMe, at the time 
of the Thirty Years War, 
from their fondness for 
lying stretched at lazy 
ease on a bear-skii#or 
similar rug 

Banneret, a standard- 
bearer 

Ban ok tii^ Em kirk, 
sentence of outlawry ; 
authority 

Banijuktte, the walk be- 
hind the parapet of a 
fortre.ss 

Barante, A. G. P. Brii- 
oiERE, 33aron t>e, author 
of liistoire des Dvrs de 
Bmirgogne, 32 vols. (1824- 
28) 

Barber, ]a>uis XI.’h. 
Compare Oliver le Dain 
in Quentin Durward 

Barbican, the outwork 
defending the gate of a 
fortress 

Baron of the Empire, a 
baron who owed no 
allegiance to any feudal 
superior exce]»t the 
oini)eror 

Bartizan, a small over- 
hanging turret, project- 
ing parajtfet 

Bean in the cake. He 
who obtained the bean, 
previously placed in the 
Twelfth Night cake, was 
Twelfth Night King 

Benedicite, ray blessing 
rest you 
# 


Berchtold of Offrinoen 
(p. 160), a soldier and 
hermit, who established 
his cell near the spot 
where Albert (g.v.) was 
slain 

Bickering, quivering, 
rapidly fluttering 

Black friars of St, 
Francis’s order. See 
St. Francis’s order 

Blink out of, to evade, 
shirk 

Blutacker. See Steinem- 
herz, Francis, etc. 

Boreas, in ancient Greek 
mythology, the North 
Wind 

Botargo, the roe of the 
mullet or tunny, salted 
and dried 

Both Sicilies. See Sicilies, 
both 

Bowyer, a maker of 
bows 

Boy Bishup, consecration 
OF (p. 381), an annual 
mummery in most Eng- 
lish cathedral towns, on 
St. Nicholas’s Day (6th 
December), a boy bishop 
being elected in mockery 
of the clergy 

Brache, a kind of sport- 
ing dog, that hunted by 
scent 

Bransle, a brawl, species 
of dance, resembling the 
cotillon 

Bretagne, Brittany 

Broad-piece, an old Eng- 
lish gold coin = 208., first 
issued by James I. in 
1619 
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Hiu., ft nummit ia the 
Ban 'Mountains of Geis 
iuftny, where the witches 
were believed to as- 
semble for weird revelry 
at least once a year 
BftUiT, rumour 
Bull, wild, called in 
Latin arus, whence Uri 
(SM p. 190) 

Buov CAicPAONA, Open 
country 

Buttisholz, near to 
Busswyl (q^v.) in the 
canton of Lucerne 

^ I 

Casab^, a wine-shop 
Gabestaiko, William, a 
troubadour of Roussil- 
lon, who lived in the end 
of the 12 th century 
CALX 90 M 8 , drawers 
CAin>iA, or Cbfi'e, .was at 
the date of this novel a 
possession of Venice ; 
nearly all the Levant, 
except this island and 
Rhodes (q.v.)^ was sub- 
ject to the Turks . 
Oapots, a long shaggy 
overcoat 

Cabavambieba, an inn 
Carbokado, a piece of meat 
or game, seasoned and 
broued 

Caboakbt, a necklace, 
circlet of jewels 
Cabolus hoc Buhro, etc. 
(p. 471). In this tomb 
is embalmed Charles, the^ 
glory of the Burgundian 
nation, formerly the 
terroer of Burope 
Cabtbuszah fbiabs, take, 
amongst other vows, one 
of ahnost total silence 
Gathat, China 
Oaubus, in ancient Greek 
mythology, the West- 
North* W^t Wind 
Cbapfbon, or champbon, 
the armoured frontlet of 
ahorse 

Cbaluxbau, a reed made 
into an instrument of 
music 

ChaRlib tub BiMPiiB, a 
fMble lappet -kipg of 
Immce, who reigns in 
the ^nd of the 9th and ' 
het^tming of the ioth 
oentftvy 

CLASnaroB and bis rATBJBR- 
iiftLAW (p. ai8). Geotge 
BdkftofOmretioe, brother 
of BdwMd IV., nuurried 
Ims^ dmuhterof War- 
.wtfii w Unff-mftker. 


CUrence and Warwick, 
went over to Henry VI. ; 
but the diUcesoon aban- 
doned his Ihther-in-law 
and returned to join his 
brother 

Coif, a woman’s head* 
dress 

OoBSO, the chief street or 
square in an Italian town 
CbTg bAti, wine grown on 
a suimy slope 
Couci, Iboklbam db, or En- 
oubrbahd VIL, married 
Isabella, a datmhter of 
Edward III. of England, 
and in 1374-76 claimed 
certain Swiss territories 
as belonging to the 
dowry of his mother, an 
Austrian princess 
CouR PLiNzhRE, a great 
gathering of all a king's 
vassals 

Cousin - archers, associ- 
ates, used contemptu- 
ously 

Credo, the Apostles' (or 
other) Creed 

Cresset, a large kind of 
candlestick for holding a 
sipall fire or iUominant 

9 €» 

Dalmatic, dalmatique, a 
long ecclesiastical robe 
Deo oratiab, To God be 
the thanks 

‘Deb Rhein, der Rhein,' 
etc. (p. 468). The Rhine, 
the Rhine, blessed be 
the Rhine. There grow 
our noUe grapes, etc. 
Diensttao, serving-day, 
Tuesday 

Diet, the national assembly 
Duon (p. 801), is more than 
100 imles from Strasburg 
as the crow flies, and 
• lies south-west from 
Bale, whereas Btraaburg 
lies north from B&le 
Dinostao, court- day, 
Tuesday 

Dom Daniel, In Oriental 
lore, a huge cavern sup- 
posed to lie * under the 
roots of the ocean,’ 
in which evil spirits, 
enchanters, and other 
wieked beings afe con* 
flned ^ 

DooiieifXN^ all who 
gathered at the doom> 
ot great popular court 
Dohtf^ eozree# Aorf^ a 
Ffflegc 

D(rimt»oAjfQEii, or DOF^ 
lUKLolROjia. a tnpeotial 


coantmpart of a living 
person 

Ducat, an old gold coin, 
worth about 98. 4d. 

4cbxvin, sheriff, assessor 
Einsisdlsn, or Bik- 
8 ISDELN, a celebrated 
Benedictine abbey, a few 
miles south of the Lake 
of Zurich • 

Empire, ban of. See Ban 
of the Empire 
Entrechat, a caper 
Bbesburoh, an Old frontier 
fortress or fortified camp 
of the ancient Saxons, 
about 18 miles south of 
Faderborn 

Bscossais, Scotsmen 
Bspadon, a long heavy 
sword 

ETRENNES, a free gift, 
earnest-money 
Eurus, in ancient Greek 
mythology, the Bast 

Fadqe, to succeed, fit, 
turn out well 

Faustbecht, club-law, the 
right claimed by the 
petty barons of the Em- 
pire to wage private war- 
fare 

Febettb, La, a district 
or county in southern 
Alsace 

Festival op Asses, cele- 
brated on Hth January, 
in commemoration ot 
the Flight into Egypt of 
Joseph and Mary 
FftTE-DiEU, a five-days’ 
festival, consisting of 
processions, spectacles, 
games, etc., first arranged 
by Bing Rene in 1462, 
and celebrated annually 
at Aix 

Fiat voluntas tua, Thy 
will be done 

Filles repknt^kh, fallen 
women 

Foltbreammer, a iorlurr- 
chamber 

FoRnarr Cantons, Luceme, 
Uri, Sehwyz, and Untcr- 
walden, grouped around 
the Lake of Lucerne 
Free umim^oF the Km- 
ptRE, dwea alleifianoe to 
no prince OF ruler. except 
thehnljMof 

,Faaa count or iiis Em- 
Fiaa, a count who owed 
alleg^ce to no feudal 
superior except tbu em* 
peror 
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FREEOBAVBa, free counts, 
judges of the Vehmic 
tribunals 

Preyenbach, near Zurich ; 
there the Confederates 
were attacked on 22d 
May 1448 by Austria and 
Zurich 

Freyfeldoericht, free 
held court 

FREYORAfFSCHAFTEN, free 
counties 

Freyschoppfen, or frei- 
scHOFFEN, free bailiffs, 
sheriffs 

Frohner, a summoner, 
minor judicial officer 

Galilee, a porch or chapel 
beside a monastery or 
church, in which the 
monks received visitors, 
where processions were 
formed, penitents sta* 
tioned, and so forth. See 
* Note 25, p. 443, of Fair 
Maid of Perth 
G A u, an administrative 
district of the German 
Empire 

Gauds, trinkets, ornaments 
Gear, business, affair ; pro- 
perty, goods 

Geierstein, vulture-stone 
Gerefa, or GRAF, count, 
earl 

Geysler, or Gessler, the 
bailiff of the Duke of 
Austria in Switzerland, 
the oppressive tyrant 
who figures in the story 
of William Tell 
Graffslust, or Grafen- 
lust, means ‘ count’s 
delight ’ 

Grave, a count 
Gu'iter- blooded, of the 
meanest birth 

II AG BUT, a musket, arque- 
buse 

Handsel, earnest-money 
IIanse, or Hans'a, an 
association of trading 
towns, very powerful on 
the Baltic and North Swi 
coavsts of Germany 
Uauptman, more cor- 
rectly HAUPTMANN, a Cap- 
tain 

Hkilbronn, an old German 
town on the Neckar, 
about 80 miles north of 
BUittgart 

Hkimliche acht, the secret 
tribunal of the Vehmic 
institution 

Helvetia, the l»atia name 
' for Switzerland 


Henry V, fp. 809), carried 
an invading army from 
England over to France, 
hut not from France into 
Italy 

Hermitage (p. 878), wine 
grown in a vineyard 
situated 10 or 11 miles 
north of Valence, in the 
south-east of France 
Hypocadst, a stove, heat- 
ing apparatus • 

‘ I HAVE SEEN THE WICKED 
MAN,’ etc. (p. 159). Com- 
pare Psalm xxxvii. 86, 36 
Illuminati, a secret 
society founded by Adam 
Weishauptat Ingolstadt 
in 1770 for promoting 
geneml enlightenment 
and combating tyranny 
Illustrissimo, very illus- 
trious sir 

Insouciant, heedless, re- 
gardless 

Irminsule, or Irminsaule, 
a pillar dedicated to 
Irmin, an ancient Teu- 
tonic deity 

Jongleur, a minstrel-poet 
of Northern Prance ^ 
Joveuse ENTREE, making 
entry in festal fashion 
Joyous science, min- 
strelsy 

J UDOMENT OF QoD, trial by 

ordeal, such as judicial 
combat, carrying red-hot 
iron, etc. 

JUNOHERRN, or JUNG- 
HERREN, a general title 
given to the sons of 
nobles 

King of Gods and Men, 
the Zeus of the Greeks, 
Jupiter of the Romans 
King of Naples, style or, 
etc. (p. 373), from Henry 
VL, Part III. Act i. 
sc. 4 

Koeniosfeldt, or Konigs- 
FELDEN, in the canton 
of Aargau,aboutl7 miles 
north-west of Zurich 
Konigsstuhl, king’s seat, 
seat of judgment 
Kreutzer, or creutzeb, 
an old silver or copper 
coin of Germany, for- 
merlys=l|d. 

La FEfUrrrE. See Ferette, 
La 

Lammeroeier, or lammer- 
oEiEB, ♦he Bearded Vul- 


ture, the Unseet bird of 
prey of the Old, World 
LANDAxa, Pbti% ihvourlte 
of Francis XL, Duke of 
Brittany ; he was the 
son of a tailor, and' was, 
hanged at Nantes in 
1485 

Landahman, the chief 
magistrate in a Swiss 
canton 

Landvoot, a bailiff 

LANZfkNBCHT, Or LANDS- 
KNECHT, a German mer- 
cenary soldier 
Lau]^n, in the canton 
of aeme; there the 
Swiss peasants defeated 
the neighbouring feudal 
nobles in 1889 
Leaguer, a fixed camp, 
generally fortified or en- 
trenched 

Le bon Roi Bsn:£, good 
King Ren6 

Leumund, general bad re- 
putation 

Liege (p. 154), was taken 
by Charles of Burgundy 
in 1467, and, after a rising 
of the citizens, again in 
1468, when he treated 
the people with much . 
severity and cruelty 
Loretto, holy house of, 
a small room tradition- 
ally believed to have 
been the Nazareth home 
of the Virgin Mary, is 
reverenced at Loretto 
near Ancona, on the , 
Adriatic coast of Italy 
Los, or laus, praise 
Losel, a good-for-nothing, 
worthless fellow 
Louis XI., AGENTS OF. One 
of his principal advisers 
was the ci-devant barber, 
Oliver le Dain, who 
figures so prominently 
in Quentin Dv/rward ; 
Louis XL poisoned 
his brother (p. 318). 
Louis caused his 
brother Charles, Duke 
of Guienne, to be put 
to death. See Quentin 
Durward, Note 40, p. 
446 

Ltme-hound, a large dog, 
as a bloodhound 

Magnifico, your magnifi- 
cence 

Mails, baggage 
Mainour, the thing stolen ; 

fact, act 
Maibs, mayor 
Maison DU Due, the ducal 





tmined to Imnt 
blicUi 

Hm-WANi), measuiiiig- 
rod 

IfiirifsaiHOKi^ a poet- 
nUikstrel of medwval 
Oermany 

KoNmoK, a formal notice 
requiring tlie amen(|*nent 
• (^aome offence 

JfOINSIUBAU, BRinOB OF 
fn. saOX there In 1410 
John the Fearless. Duke 
of Burgundy, was treach- 
4 eroos^ slain by the 
attenoanta of the Dau- 
phin, son of Charles VI. 
of France 

lloNTBRo-cap, a hunts- 
man's cap, provided with 
flaps for protecting the 
cheeks 

Momt ’l'H]£rt (p. flSS), 
fought on 16th July 1465 
between Iioois XI. on the 
one part and certain of 
thegreatnobles of France 
on me otiier 

Hohat. or Murmaf. about 
12 miles from Neuichatel, 
on the east side of the 
Lake of Neuibhatel 
Hoboub. tihe proud, dis- 
dainflil look of a superior 
to an inferior 
Mobxsoo, a Moor of Spain, 
Moorish 

Houbt Hibzel, close to 
Zurich, stormed by the 
Conlisderated Swiss in 
1448 

Nabot, battue of, was 
foughL not ofi 1st, but 
on 5tn, January 1477. 
The body of Charles the 
Bold wa* Ibund on the 
loutiit tres^ not, as p. 
^ seems io imply, on 
fhf north, of tiie city 
Bag^BBirs, correctly 
Kasaam Samhon ths 
^d|to hr Ismet. ^ , 
Mn^ani ^ 2 and 
Judges xUI, 8 
NiMEmntflimEB, grown at 
Klerstein, Id m&w sonth 
. of IBqnmoe, on ths Bhine 
MiisMiMiAT, fneane *ttsver 
' eaiirfled' 


brolh^, nor th|S gaeit 
from his host 

OFFmrBABs nxK<^ the open 
court of the Vmmio in- 
stitution 

Oriflamm^, the sacred 
standard of the kingdom 
of France, was made of 
red silk with a flame-like 
borhe on a 

Palbmok, in Thomson's 
Seasons, Autumn 
Par amouas, forbidden 
love 

PARDOBim, a licensed seller 
of papal indulgences 
Pavin, or PAVAN, a stately 
Spanish dance 
Pays DR Vaud, the country 
of Vaud, a Swiss canton 
Peltry, skins and fUrs of 
wild animals 

PjBKBONCELLR, a little flag 
fixed to a lance 
Fepys, and his camlxt 
CLOAK (p. 419). See his 
Diary, under date 30th 
December 1667 
PiA^STRK, a silver coin, 
worth 4s. 

' PiUHT, pitched, placed, 
fixed 

PfLATRE, Mont, more cor- 
rectly PiLATCs, a con- 
spicuous ( peak beside 
l^e Lucerne 
Plump, a cinmp, collec- 
tion 

PoTZ ELEMENT, a German 
oath 

PuBuc good, war of the 
822X waged by the 
ukes of Burgundy, 
Britanny, and other great 
feudatories of France 
against Louis XI. See 
' (Quentin Dttrmrd, p. 898 

QuRsnoNARY, a pedlar of 
relics or indulgences 

Ram's Alley, now Hare 
Place, off Fleet Stareet 
and near Whltefrisrs, 
a resort of thieves and 
low chjuaeteis, and noted 
, for Ita dirty cookHilibpt 
BExn^ OF 'BMsmt a musi- 
cal jhis^miBefdf the viol 

a namoglYmiio 


the «a8t,*of the Bmpire 
(p. 261). 8es alto Note 7, 

p« 

Bectob, a horse-soldier 
BsOEivtMAL, the valley of 
the RMne 

Rrinbobave, count or the 
1 Rhine county, a diatrict 
near Wiesbaden 
Rhodes, at the date of this 

S ov^ was garrHoned by 
tie Knights Hospitallers 
of St. John 

Riqadoon, a dance with a 
peculiar hopping step 
Ritter, a knight 
Roba di ouadaono, profit- 
able goods, booty 
Roi d' amour, king of love, 

S resident of the trouba- 
our courts 

Romaunt,k a story or tale 
in verse 

Rote, a kind of harp or 
viol, played by turning a 
wheel 

Roussillon, Margaret 
DB (p. 865), wife of Ray- 
mond of Roussillon. After 
she had partaken of the 
horrid dish of her lover’s 
heart, she threw herself 
from a balcony in order 
to escape the murderous 
fury of her husband 
Kudesheimbr, or RUde- 
SHEIHBR, a variety of 
Rhine wine, grown at 
Kildesheim, nearly oppo- 
site to Bingen 
Russwyl, or Roswyi., in 
the canton, and west of 
the city, of Lucerne. See 
further 47 ; olsoButtis- 
holz and Couei, Ingel- 
ram de 

Bt Francis's ORDER, black 
FRIARS OF (p. 250). The 
Franciscan finars wore 
grey gowns ; it was the 
Dominicans who wore 
tiiem black 

St. Gall, or Sankt (p. 57) 
OALLSir, in the Swiss 
canton of Bt Gal), a 
IhmouB seat of learning 
in the tpiddie ages 
SF. JaCOA, OHAPgt OF (p. 
57), the wails of 

Vhdre^ 1« July 

BgidBsh tbA Ih 

Atigii9ti444 



St, JtfAomjs tot i Mabtyr, 
no doubt the Sftrl of 
Orkney, who was assas- 
sinated In 1116, hardly 
the 8th century monk of 
Ffissen and St. Gall 
St. Martha and the 
Dragon. See Tariasque 
St. Nicholas <p. 290), the 
patron saint of thieves 
and highway robbers 
St. Peter of the Fetters. 
Com^re Acts xll. The 
chains with which the 
Apostle was bound were 
long regarded (at Rome)* 
with almost idolatrous 
devotion 

St. Wendelin, a hermit 
and swineherd of the 
district of Treves, in the 
7th century 

Saltire -WISE, two lines 
crossing one another 
diagonally like a St. 
Andrew’s cross 
Samite, a heavy silk tex- 
tile 

Sanctum sanctorum, the 
most private apartment 
Sappermbnt der Teufel, 
a German oath 
ScABiNi, sheriffs, assessors 
SCHAFFHAUSKN, ABYSS OF 

(p. 256), the falls of the 
Rhine at Schaffhausen, 
shortly after it emerges 
from the Lake of Con- 
stance 

Scharfokrichtbr, or 
SCHARFRTCHTER, eXCCU- 

timier 

J^cHLAFTRUNK, a sleepiug- 
draught 

Sc HOP PEN, should be 
written schoffen, the 
initiates of the Vehm- 
gerichte or Vehme 
ScHWARZBiER, black beer 
ScHWAREREiTER, a black 
rider, German mercen- 
ary horse-soldier wearing 
black uniform 
Science, joyous, min- 
strelsy 

Skmpach, in the canton of 
Lucerne ; there the Swiss 
defeated the Austrian 
nobility in 1886 
Seven Sleepers, noble 
youths of Bpheaus, shut 
■up ip a cave during the 
persecution of the Chris- 
tians ^ the Roman Em- 
peror Decius, about 250 ; 
there they slept until 
the year 447, when they 
awakened for a short 
period 


aiiO^ABY 



Bibyllimb lbat, the oracu- 
lar or precious Bayiz^ 
Sicilies, both. At differ- 
ent periods between the 
years 1266 and 1718 the 
crown of Naples and the 
crown of Sicily were worn 
by one and the same 
ruler, who governed 
under the title of King 
of the Two Sicilies 
SiDDONs, Saraji, the 
great tragic actrMs (1766- 
1831) 

Stadtholder, an imperial 
deputy, governor 
Stauffachbb, one of the 
champions of Swiss in- 
dependence, an associate 
of William Tell 
Steinernherz, Francis 
(Franz) VON Blutacker, 
equivalent in English to 
Francis Stonyheart of 
Blood-acre 
Stell, to place, fix 
Stoup, a drinking-cup 
Stradiots, or Stratiots. 
light cavalry recruited 
in Albania and Morea 
(Greece) 

Strappado, a military 
punishment : the offen- 
der’s hands were tiec^be- 
hind his back, then he 
was lifted up by them 
to a considerable height, 
and suddenly let fall 
Strickkind, file child of 
the Chord, the prisoner 
on trial before the Vehmic 
tribunal 

Stube, strictly, a living- 
room containing a stove 
(Germ, ofen) 

Stuhlherr, lord or judge 
of a Vehmic court 
SuNDOAU, or Upper Al- 
sace, the southern divi- 
sion of Alsace • 

Swabia, an old duchy and 
division of the German 
empire, now embraced 
in Wiirtemberg, Baden, 
Bavaria, and Switzerland 
Swan, white, sacred to 
Orpheus, the god of 
music, and so of min- 
strelsy 

Swiss, SPOKE IN (p. 217), 
the only language pecu- 
liar to Switzerland is the 
Romansch, spoken in the 
canton of the Grisons. 
FrencJi, German, and 
Italian are the languages 
of the bulk of the people 
Switzer, a native of , 
Switzeiland I 


Taluagb, \ 

Tabasconnei or TilUiiooK,- 
a town OR 

about 16 inuM- south- 
west of Avignon . 
Tarrasqve, or 
the name of the dragbn 
which in ancient times* 
terrorised TarB8qj6n, and 
was driven out and into 
the Rhone by Jfartb&i 
sister of Mary Magda- 
leuig. ‘Kiqg Re.n6 played 
* the’ Tarasque in the 
annual masque in the 
year .1469 

Teiis%)u-pont, the defen- 
sive outwork upon which ‘ 
the drawbridge rested 
when It was lowered 
Thane, one in rapk inter- 
mediate between a free- ^ 
man and a great noble 
‘.The style of Kino 'of 
Naples,* etc. (p. 878), 
from Henry F/., Fart III. 
Act i. sc. 4 

Thou, use op, in Germany 
(p. 281). Annette Veil- 
chen would almost cer- 


tainly have used habitu- 
ally ‘thou’ and ‘thee’ 
to Anne of Geierstein, 
they being members of 
the same fomily and the 
period the 16th century : 
but certainly she would 
not have used it to 
a stranger like Arthur 
Philipson 

Tiers ^tat, the third 
estate, or representatives 
of the people 

Tisanne, or ptisan, a de- 
coction of barley 

Trebizond, Soldan of, a 
kingdom in the north of 
Asia Minor, ruled over 
by a branch of the Im- 
llerial Byzantine family 
of the Gomnenl for two 
hundred and fifty years 
(till 1461) 

Treillagb, trellis-work 

Troubadour, a minstrel- 
poet of the south of 
France 

Turnpike-stair, a spiral 
or winding staircase 


Uri (p. 190),. from wrws, 
the Latin name for the 
wild ox 

USUM NON HABBO, I dO ROt 

know how to-use it 


Vadb retro, get thee be- . 
hind 
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Pnslaii tnagu, 128 
<7h»ri49'i camp near, 814 ; we city: 
f 841«4T4. St $ aim lUife of BUon 
Dom ba&iel, 278, 474 ^ 

D^oerliii^, Budolpb, 88 ; his jealcmsy 
of Arthur Philips* 48; challenges 
him, 51 > dad with him, 64; patrols 
roond GiaflUost, invites Arthur 
PhiUpson to Join xhe league, 114 ; his 
tale of the Arnheims, 120 ; is met by 
Aithnr Philipson, 185 ; his poUcv. 208; 
his story emlamed, 283 ; replies to 
Charier the Ifold, 850 ; chdlenges the 
Banrandlans, 852; chdlenges Arthur 
PhiSpBon, 442 ; slain by him, 446 
Donaeraugel, Theodore, 40 
Douhle-ga^r, 142, 465 
Dungeon, Qiurman, 175, 456 

Edward IV. of England, 62, 72 ; his in- 
vasion of Fiance, 809, 817 ; makes peace 
with Louis XL, 859 

Binsiedlen, Our lady of, 12 ; the abbey, 474 
JBresburgh, viil, 474 

Executioner, of La Ferette, l68, 199; 
office 6f, 465 ^ # 

Fs arna . La, town and castle of, 75 
Ferry, Cnapel of the, 216, 225 
FOte-Dieu, 881, 474 

Fire, saer^ of the Zoroastrians, 128 * 

Flying Stag Inn, in Straaburg, 800 
Forest Cantons, 8, 48, 56, 474 
Freyenbach, 57, 475 

Oauudl 475 
GatagDUle, Lou, 888 

Oeferstein, Alb^ of, 54 ; demands back 
his daughter, 60; warns De Hagenbach, 
159 ; Uberatet Arthur Philipson, 177 , 
foils Barthdotnew, 226 ; arrives at the 
inn, 244 ; at the Venmegencht, 255 ; 
•peabs for thewBurgondisn clergy, 845 ; 
Iwings a lettOr to Arthur Philipson, 
891; interview with him, 447; ap- 
pointed to kiU Duke Cities, 450 ; his 
own death, 459 

Geiemein, Anne of, rescues Arthur 
Phillpaon, 25; description of her. 29 ; 
her manner towards DonneTbugel, 89 : 
ashe fbr the how of Buttishds, 45; 
to Arnold Biedeniifus, 58 ; her 

diilln^tliepem Indy of Ein^ 

dedlib, 72'; at 9t, 94; a|h 

ItloaOr^lOO, 10&285:0)erimcMtry, 

, 188 ; liiiMls Arttnr ^IHpson from 



288 ; keeps Sdireokenwhld in his place, 
280 ; trSvels to Strastmrg, 294 ; her 
marriage, 468 

Geierstdn,* Castle of. 12, 80 
Qeierstem, fhmily^ of, 62 
QeoSTey; theosder, 282 
German inn, 282 
Geysler, or Gessler, 200, 475 
Glossary, 478 

Goets of Berlichingen, story of, 218 
Golden Fleece, order of, 843 • « 

Golden Fleece Inn, 232 

Grafblust. 86, 90 

Granson, battle of, 407 

Gratian, Father, begging friar, 287, 241 

Guantes, 440, 470 

Haosnbacb, Archibald de. 76 ; consults 
with Kiliap. 153 ; warned by the priest 
of Bt. Paul's, 169 ; his conversation 
with the executioner, 168; robs and 
imprisons the Phillxisons, 165 ; appro- . 
priates the valuable packet, 169; in- 
‘ suits the Swiss deputies, 198 ; executed, 
198 

Hagenbach, Pierre de, execution of, 466 
Hans, the boatman, his chapel, 216, 225 ; 

story of, 222 
Hansa, xii, 475 
Heilbronn, 155, 475 
Henry V. of Bimland, 809, 475 
Hermione, the Persian, 181, 284 
Hermitage vineyard, 378, 476 
Hochspnngen, Duke of, 184 

‘ If I hit mast,' etc., 49 
Illuminati, 469, 475 
Inn, German, 2$2 
Introduction, Author's, vii 

Kiuak, Hagenhach’s squire, 153 ; brings 
the Philipsons before him, 105 ; argues 
with him, 171, 190 
Kirchhoff, 218, 222, 224 
Koenigsfeldt, 160, 475 

La Ferottr. See Ferette, I^i 
Lammergeier, 22 
Landais, Peter, 462, 475 
Laupen, 2, 475 

Laurens. See Vaudemont, Ferrand de 
Liege, 154, 475 
Loretto, 246, 475 

Lorraine, state of, 820, 864, 868, 405, 440 
Louis XL, his astute poHoy, 42 ; his 
mintetars, 173, 465 ; makes imce with 
BdwaM Jfv., 859, 475 ; declaiwi heir 
Provence, 426 

Love, Pa^iam^t of, 866, 470 
Lucerne, s ; lake of, 5 

« 

Xawr or Durpw, 842, 858 

Margaret, widow of Henry VI..' in Stias- 

ss * “ “ 

885; ^ 

•86; biy Ktitt 

8996 ; peesuddes him to ro^ his 




doiftlnloM, 401 ; har dwtb, 410 ; ftnml, 
422 

Matthew ot Doncftster, 46 ^ 

Mayor of DtJon. 5 m M$ire of Dfjon 
Mea^turers of good aod evil,’ 260 
Menga, John, innkeeper, 286; offended 
with Philijpeon, 289, 242 ; apologises to 
him, 247 

Montereatt, bridge of, 860# 476 
Montri^ry, 826, 476 
Mont St. Vlctoire. 30$ St Vlctoire, Mont 
Morat, or Murten, battle of, 427 
Myrebeau, Sire de, 846 

Nancy, besieged by Charles, 443 ; battle 
of, 456, 476 

Opal, the mystic, 132, 186, 137 
Oxford, Karl of See Philipson, John 

Palorave, Mr Francis, quoted, viii, x 
Parliament of Love, 866, 470 
Philipson, Arthur, travelling In the Alps, 

3 , attempts to reach Arnold Bieder- 
man s, 14 , alarmed by the lammergeier, 

22 ; rescued by Anne of Geierstem, 25 ; 
shoots the bow of Buttisholz, 48 ; 
challenged by Donnerhngel, 61 ; duel 
with him, 64 ; thoughts of Anne of 
Geierstem, 79, 94, 99 , takes Sigismund s 
post as sentinel, 97 ; sees the apparition 
of Anne of Geiersteitt, 100, 108 ; his 
dislike of Donnerhugel, 105 ; invited to 
join the Swiss youths, 114 ; is told the 
history of the Arnheims, 120 , reports 
to hi« father, 145 , in the dungeon of 
La Ferette, 176 , led out of it by Anne 
of Geierstem, 177, sent to warn the 
Swiss, 181 , meets Donnerhugel, 184 ; 
meets Arnold Biedennan, 187 , aeeks 
his father, 196 , warned by Anne of 
Ureierstein, 217 , consulted by his father, 

2l8 , separates from him, 225 , arrives 
at Arnheim Castle, 265 , his interview 
with Anne of Geierstein, 279 , discloses 
his rank to her, 287 , accompanies her 
to Strasburg, 294 , meets Queen Mar- 
garet, 302, sets off for Provence, 837 ; 
has audience of King Ren6, 875 , visits 
Queen Margaret at Mont St Victoire, 

386 , receives his father's letter, 891 ; 
discovers the invisible ink, 894 ; is told 
who the Carmelite was, 414 ; challenged 
again by Donnerhugel, 442 ; slays him, 

446 ; conversation with Albert of Geier- 
stein, 447 ; visits the outposts, 465 ; his 
marriage, 468 

Philipson, John, travelling as a merchant, 

8 ; nis anxisty regarding Afthur, 18 ; 
reuuit^d with, hhn, 86; his conversa- 
tion wltii Arnold Biederman, 41 ; stopa 
the duel^ 68 ; gives pearls to Anne of 
•Qeiafijteih, 71; iwives to part from 
the Hwisa envoys, 146 ; robl^ and 
ImprlsoBed by Hagenbaeh, 
retmued fifom the dungfon, 

witii w Stfits eayoye* 
renders oftsM, 206 1 ^ 
of ^rtboloni^i ; counts 

xxnt P 


Menga, 2S9, 

Bold, 816 ; pleadt|l9f 
824, 882 ; snr|^ed by 
881 ; another itoteryiew' ndth him, W ; 
his letter to Arthtn*, : atteadn 
Qn^ Maiga^S humtal, iSSi mkda 
Bnke Charles. 486 ; visits the oid^BKwts, 
466 ; returns toBngland, 468 
'Pilatre (Pilatuak Mount, 6 
Pontius Pilate, legend of, 6 
Provence, 811* 8^869 ; ParllaiMnt ot 
Love in, 866, 479 
Public Good, war (ff, 884, 476 

Ram’s ALLsr, London, 242, 476 
Red Land, Red Soil, 257, m, 469, 476 ’ 
Rene, King, 807; Charles’s estimate of, 
819 ; aceount of him, 867 ; hie chixUney, 
872 ; in the throes of composition, 874; 
interview with Arthur, 875 ; his fond- 
ness for pa^ants, 881 ; masqned as 
Solomon, 882 ; welcomes home his 
daughter, 898 ; resigns his doininiona, 
402 

Rhine, river, 84, 468 ; valley of; 218, 264 ; 

Hans’s ferry, 216, 222 
RoussiUon, Margaret de, 865, 476 
RoussiUon, Raymond de, 866 
Russw^, 4, 476 

St. Cyr, Hugh de, 878 
St Jacob, battle of, 67, 476 
•St Magnus the Martyr, 208, 477 
St. Paul’s, black priest of 5ee Geierstein, 
Albert of 

St Peter of the Fetters, 197, 477 
St Victoire, Mont, 879, 883; monastery 
of, 884 , oracle of Lou Garagoule, 888 
Schaffhausen, iklls of, 256, 477 
bcJiarfgerichter. See Steinemherz, Francis 
Schonfeldt, Lieutenant, 166 
Schreckenwald, Ital, 56, 289; brings Anne 
of Geierstein to her uncle, 68 ; repri- 
manded lyr hei*, 290 ; conducts her to 
Strasburg 295 ; his dmth, 459^ 

Secret Tribunal. See Velimegericnt 
Sicilies, Both, 807, 477 ^ 

Soleure, merchants of, 76, 165 
Steinemherz, Francis, executioner, 168, 
166 ; beheads his own master, 199 
Steinfeldt, ^roness, 186, 285 
Stradiots, 442 
Strappado, 477 

Strasburg, Flying Stag Inn, 800, cathe^ 
dral, m 
StricJcKindi 256 

Sturmtiial, Melchior, 78, 90, 188 
Swabia, 66, 477 

Swiss, relations of, with Auatria, 2 % yrtth 
Charles of Bnxgundy, 42, 72i 
of, 217, 477 ; battle of Omnsoh, 407 J -Of 
Mornt, 427; ofNimcy, 467 ^ . 






iiL89t*2*tr \ 

889, ««4; his 
8^ 4ti At^Biuiiuioe upon Arthur 
% 9T^, 8^ 4Q8| Ms sooount of 

^ H8$0 

^Thou,* use ot by CMaanSi 281, 477 
^bfmd, SultRn of, 286, 477 
Xton^NWloars, Z^oyen^nl, 886, 469 ^ 

t7EU8, bom of, 19 - 




Ik ^o«i, ^ I bSwl of, 470 
VeUcbtts, Anu^to, xobcnVos Aytbur Btilip 
son, 266: simoiinoes bis ftiriml, ^70; 
obladen by Aube of Gsierstein, 27 a 
282; hsr xdiyotiOiis, 294; settled in 
Ilfs, 468 0 

Vienne, ArcbbiBbop of, 844: replies to 
Hcumerbuge), 861 ; brings tidings, 859 
Vulture, Al]^ne (lammergeierX 22 


VAUnxiconT, FennniO de, as the Blue 
Knight of B&le, 112; at Brisach, 200; 
his politlOal position, 868; interrupts 
King Ben4 and Queen Margaret, 405 ; 
his military (^rations, 440; releases 
Arthur Philipson, 446 


Wai.]>stkttkn, Oountess, 188, 285 
Winkelried, Arnold, 84, 478 
Wolf-fanger, Bonnerhugel’s hound, 107 
Wolves in Switzerland, 78 

ZiMMURMAU, Adam, vlil, 78, 81, 89, 188 
Zurich, war of, 44, 67, 478 


EOT OF ANNE OF OEIERSTEIN 


Pfimiidiy R. 8k K. MditthtrgK 




A. and C Blacky who pofchased along with the copyright 
the interleaved set of the Waverley Novels, in which Sir 
Walter Scott noted corrections and improvements almost to 
the day of his death. The text of lhe.Dryburgh, Standard, 
and Victoria Editions has been collated word for word with 
this set, and many inaccuracies, some of them ludicrous, 

corrected. 


LIST OF THE HOVELS 


Waverley. 

Guy Mannering. 

The Antiquary. 

Rob Roy. 

Old Mortality. 

Montrose, and Black Dwarf. 
The Heart of Midlothian. 
The Bride of Lammermoor. 
Ivanhoe. 

The Monastery. 

The Abbot.- ^ 

Kenilworth. 

The Mrate. 


The Fortunes of Nigel. 
Peveril of the Peak. 
Quentin Durward. 

St. Ronan’s Wefl. 
Redgauatlet. 

The Betrothed, etc. 

The Talisman. 

Woodstock. 

The Fair Maid of Perth. 
Anne of Geierstein. 

Count Robert of Paris. 

The Surgeon’s Daughter*, 
etc. 


A detailed catalogue of the various editi^ of the Waverley Novels 
will be sent on af^ication to tie lublishets. 

ADAM & CHARLES BLAfcK, SOHO SQUARE, LONDON, W. 


l^PRODUCTION 
FAlVIOUS^PdRTRAIT OF 

tiR WALTER SCOTT 

« 

FRAMED :20/- NET 


PRICES. 

On 'Bronze Mount . io/- net. 

t.|n Ducat Gold Frame . 20 /- net. 


StZES. 

Inside measurement i 6 ^ x 13I inches. 
Outside measurement 20 x 17 inches. 


j^ESSRS. Adam & Charles Blace have added to their collection of Menpes Facsimile 
Reproductions in colour of the world’s masterpieces of pictorial art, the best and most beautiful 
portrait of Sij* WALTER SCOTT — a portrait to which pathetic interest attaches, since it 
was, in all pruhability, the last example of its gifted painter, 


SIR HENRY RAEBURN. 


Tiia ^emost literary man of cuF/distinguished alike by genius and character, it was 
tne^dtahlei that Sir Walter Scott should have been invited to sit to the leailing portrait’*^ai«>ters 
amongst bis contemporaries. Though several important works were thus produced— of which 
those by Sir Edwin Landseer and Sir William Allan may be specially mentioned — the palm 
was easily carried off by Raeburn. « 

Sir Henry appears to have made six portraits of Scott. 

For the sake of distinction this last of the Raeburns — the Facsimile Reproduction of the 
Menpes Series — may be designated the “Scott with the Chain," for around his neck 
Sir Weaker wears the chain to which was fastened his whistle or dog-call. Sir Henry painted 
. it for himself, declining to part with it even to Sir Walter, who thought he had found a 
customer for it. This proves conclusively the estimate set upon the work by the author of ii. 
On Use artist’s death it continued in the keeping of the Raeburn family, from whom it was 
ultimately acquired by Arthur Sanderson, Esq., of Edinburgh, by whose courteous permi.ssion 
it haa noM( become accessib^et in^the form of the Facsimile Reproduction, to the art-loving 
conununit^n all cc^tintries where the towering genius of Sir Walter Scott is .ippreciated and 
hia^ noble character loved. 

Ip &ome respects this picture is unique. Not only is it the last portrait .Sir Henry 
Kimbium ever painted, but it is the finest portrait of one of the greatest of noveli.sts by one of 
tbeigreatest of portrait-painters. “ I wish," .said Sir W.altcr to Sir Henry, referring to those 
halfdengtlis, “I wish none but your portraits of me was in existence significant praise, 
indeed, considering the artists to whom he had sat. This portrait combine.s the higliesi 
qUafitl^ of Raeburn at his best. It is a superb example of the “evenly-graded rounduess " 
aixL^k^^ld simplicity of his latest manner. The drawing is firm, decid<;tl, and sure, 'fhe 
massiim leatures, surmounted by the dome-like forehead, are irradiated by the gentle kindliness 
of tbe Iwlfe' iMtie eyes and the soft lines of the pleasant mouth. The chiaroscuro and 
gm»mlly are masterly, and the portrait as a whole is a magnificent presentation 
jOf tim >l^bov of <^be ** Waverley Novels, and an absolutely convincing likeness of him in the 
and at the summit of his fame. 


'^AM & CHARLES BLACK, SOIlA SQUARE, LONDON, W. 




